
A Guide to the Louis Riel 
Papers 

by THOMAS FLANAGAN AND C.M. ROCAN* 

In 1978, the University of Alberta received a negotiated grant from the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada to establish the Louis 
Riel Project. The purpose of the Project is to find, edit, and publish everything 
written by Louis Riel. It is expected that the Collected PuperdEcrits complets 
will be in print in time for the centennial of the North-West Rebellion (1985). 
G.F.G. Stanley is General Editor of the Project; Thomas Flanagan is Deputy 
Editor; individual volumes have been delegated to Flanagan, Gilles Martel, 
Glen Campbell, and Raymond Huel. This undertaking is unique in Canadian 
scholarship in that there has not yet been published a set of the collected 
papers of any major Canadian public figure. Historical documents have been 
extensively published by the Champlain Society and Hudson's Bay Record 
Society, but these have usually been pre-existing collections already housed in 
one place. This is in sharp contrast to documentary publishing in the United 
States, where the papers of many major statesmen, such as Washington, 
Jefferson, Adams, and Madison, have been or are now being collected and 
printed. Riel is a good place to begin this sort of work in Canada, for his writ- 
ings are not voluminous. The four volumes anticipated for the Collected 
PaperdEcrits cornplets constitute a project of manageable size. 

If the small size of the literary corpus eases the Project's task, there is acom- 
pensating factor of difficulty: wide dispersal of Riel's papers over much of 
North America. The reasons are worth observing: 

-he lived before the age of the typewriter and duplicating 
machine, so it was hard for him to retain copies of his corre- 
spondence; 

-he never occupied public office, so he did not have a clerical 
staff to make hand or letterpress copies, or to store and file his 
papers; 

-he was on the move throughout much of his life, so there was a 
limit to what he could carry with him. Fortunately he left many 
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papers for safekeeping at the family home in St-Vital, Mani- 
toba, and family members retained much of the correspondence 
he sent them; 

- he was a cause ckl2bre in his own lifetime, so that his papers were 
kept by individuals as curiosities and souvenirs. A good many 
items have disappeared without trace from governmental or ec- 
clesiastical archives; 

-his papers have acquired high financial value in recent years. 
When discovered in attics or cellars, they now typically are sold 
at auction rather than donated to archives. This contributes to 
dispersal as archives and private collectors vie with one another 
to obtain these valuable items. 

The dispersal of Riel's papers meant that the Project had to make a major ef- 
fort to compile an inventory of all his writings. The core of this effort was to 
search for holograph manuscripts, but other classes of material were also 
taken into account: hand, typed, or photographed copies of documents whose 
originals could not be found; and printed sources, including books, periodi- 
cals, government publications, pamphlets, newspapers, and proclamations of 
the Provisional Governments of the Red River Rebellion. 

The Riel inventory is now largely complete, though new items continue to 
appear (see Fig. 1). A synopsis of the inventory, listing all relevant archives 
and collections' (see Appendix A) ,  reveals seventy-three collections in thirty- 
eight different archives. Thirty-three of the archives are in Canada, located in 
every province between British Columbia and New Brunswick. Five archives 
are in the United States, in the states of North Dakota, Minnesota, Rhode 
Island, and in the District of Columbia. Twelve of the thirty-eight archives are 
organs of the Roman Catholic Church, such as diocesan chancelleries, reli- 
gious houses, or seminaries. Seven are university libraries. The rest are public 
archives maintained by various levels of government, or archives of societies 
or corporations. Most of the archival holdings are relatively small, consisting 
of only a few documents. Only the five largest, defined as those holding more 
than fifty manuscript pages, are singled out for discussion below: the Provin- 
cial Archives of Manitoba, Archives de 1'ArchevCche de Saint-Boniface, 
Public Archives of Canada, Archives de la Chancellerie de 1'ArchevCche de 
Montreal, and Archives du Seminaire de Quebec. Material available in printed 
sources is also reviewed (see list in Appendix B), and finally there is a discus- 
sion of perhaps the most interesting subject of all: those papers which are now 
lost but may someday come to light. It will be, at best, several years before 
Riel's Collected Papers/Ecrits complets can appear in print. In the meantime, 
this documentary guide may be useful to historical researchers, archivists and 
librarians. 

1 We are now aware of ten private collectors who own or claim to own Riel documents. Names 
are not given in this article because we have not been able to inspect much of this material 
and also because there are undoubtedly many other owners whose identity we do not yet 
know. 
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PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF MANITOBA (PAM) 

Of the collections at the PAM which contain Riel material, two are very ex- 
tensive, the Louis Riel Collection (MG 3 D 1) and the Riel Family Papers 
(MG 3 D 2). 

The Louis Riel Collection consists of 643 numbered documents, of which al- 
most two hundred are in Riel's hand or were composed by him. The other 
documents are chiefly correspondence from family members or friends, and 
are also essential to the study of his life. The collection is available on micro- 
film, and its usefulness is further enhanced by a comprehensive calendar. The 
collection was built up from two main sources. One is Riel's correspondence 
with Joseph Dubuc, 1870-74. Riel wrote frequently to Dubuc in these years, 
sometimes brief notes, sometimes long letters discussing Manitoba politics in 
great detail. The presence of Dubuc's replies in the collection makes the corre- 
spondence even more valuable. The second main source is a group of papers 
donated to  the PAM in 1943 by the Societe Historique Metisse. These were pri- 
marily documents which had been preserved by Riel's family, as well as some 
papers which had been brought to the Archbishop of St-Boniface in 1885 and 
given to the Riel family, upon their demand, in 1932. These papers chiefly con- 
sist of Riel's letters to his mother and other family members, 1864-1885. There 
are also drafts of letters to many people outside his family; and in most cases 
the draft is all we have, since the originals, if they were ever sent, have not been 
preserved. A long series of drafts giving Riel's view of his actions in 1869-70 
and of subsequent events in Manitoba2 seems to be sketches for an article or 
pamphlet which was never published. Also in the collection are the two diaries 
Riel kept in August and October, 1885.3 

The PAM has additionally acquired other items over the years and put them 
in the Louis Riel Collection. Many of these are not too significant, being mere- 
ly photocopies of texts housed elsewhere. However, one item of particular im- 
portance is a xerox copy of the diary kept by Riel during the Rebellion of 1885. 
The text itself was sold at auction in 1971 to private collectors. The xerox copy, 
made when the diary was taken to the PAM for authentication, is quite legible 
except for one missing page.4 

The second noteworthy collection at the PAM is the Riel Family Papers. 
These were discovered at the Riel family house in 1966, when it was acquired 
by Parks Canada as a national historical site. There is no obvious explanation 
of why the family should have retained these particular papers when so many 
others went to the PAM in 1943 via the SocietC Historique Metisse. The collec- 
tion consists of forty-five folders in five boxes, about half of which contain 
texts by Louis. This material is of several different types. There are thirty-eight 
letters or drafts of letters from the years 1870-85, mostly addressed to Riel's 
mother or other family members. Particularly richly represented are the years 

2 Partially published by A.H. de Tremaudan in a series of articles in the Canadian Hisrorical 
Review 4 (June 1923): 132-44; 5 (March 1924): 146-59; 6 (Sept. 1925): 222-36. 

3 Published in English translation in Thomas Flanagan (ed.), The Diaries of Louis Riel 
(Edmonton, 1976). 

4 English translation in ibid. 



ARCHIVARIA 

Fig. 1 Letter of Louis Riel to Dr. E.P. Lachapelle, 9 February 1878. Acquired by the 
Public Archives of Canada in thesummer of 1980, this is the most recent of Riel's letters 
to come to light. (PAC, MG 27 I F 3, No. 41B.) 
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1872, 1878, and 1879. There is also an interesting draft of a letter to President 
Ulysses Grant, ca. December 1875, seeking American help for an invasion of 
Western Canada.5 

Of special importance is a group of about ninety poems which make possible 
for the first time the assessment of Riel as a poet. Previously his work was 
known only from the posthumously published Poksies religieuses etpolitiques6 
and from a few scattered texts which survived elsewhere. These manuscripts 
show that poetry was more significant in Riel's life than was previously recog- 
nized. Thirty-five of the poems are in a notebook which can be positively dated 
1864-66. These texts, now available in print, give a candid view of Riel as a 
young man in Montreal.' Another notebook, unfortunately torn in many 
places, seems to have been used for poetic composition in the late 1870s and 
early 1880s. It provides important insights into this emotionally troubled peri- 
od of Riel's life. Numerous individual manuscripts of poems are also avail- 
able, many of which are not explicitly dated but may be datable as the Proj- 
ect's work progresses. There are, too, some short prose texts in this collection: 
several prayers, and most notably a sketch of a theocratic utopia which prob- 
ably stems from Riel's Montana years. This is probably part of his lost book, 
the Massinahican, discussed below. 

The Riel Family Papers have not yet made their full impression on Riel 
studies. Certain items have been published, and the collection has been con- 
sulted by some recent resear~hers;~ but the facts which can be gleaned from 
these documents have not yet been systematically incorporated into the ac- 
count of Riel's life. Preparations are now under way at the PAM to microfilm 
the collection and provide a finding aid. 

ARCHIVES DE L'ARCHEVECHE DE SAINT-BONIFACE (AASB) 

All items written by Riel are part of the Fonds Tach6, being records generated 
during the period when A.A. Tach6 was Bishop (later Archbishop) of Saint- 
Boniface. Included are thirty-one letters or telegrams by Riel, mostly to Tach6 
but a few to other clerics. This correspondence would be central to a study 
which, although highly desirable, has not yet been done, namely, a full ac- 
count of the relationship between Tach6 and Riel. Most of TachC's replies to 
Riel are not in the AASB, though some can be found elsewhere. The Fonds 
Tach6 also contains a number of miscellaneous manuscripts by Riel, some of 
which deserve special mention. There are two drafts, in the hand of Georges 
Dugas, of the "Declaration des habitants de la terre de Rupert et du Nord- 
Ouest," which Riel issued on 8 December, 1869, when he established the first 
Provisional G~vernment .~  Widely distributed in French and English, it was the 

5 Hartwell Bowsfield (ed.), "Louis Riel's Letter to President Grant, 1875," Saskatchewan His- 
tory 21 (Winter 1968): 67-75. 

6 (Montrbl, 1886). 
7 Gilles Martel, Glen Campbell, Thomas Flanagan (eds.), Louis Riel: PoPsies de jeunesse 

(St-Boniface, 1977). 
8 Beyond the references in notes 5 and 7, see also Martel, Le Messianisme de Louis Riel 

(1844-1885), (Thtse de doctorat; Paris, 1976); Flanagan, Louis "David" Riel: "Prophet of 
the New World" (Toronto, 1979); also one poem, "Au Dieu du ciel la Providence. . .," 
Mosaic 3 (April 1970): 123-26. 

9 Thomas Flanagan, "Political Theory of the Red River Resistance: The Declaration of 
December 8, 1869," Canadian Journal of Political Science 1 1 (March 1978): 153-64. 
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Of the People of Rupert's Land and 
West. 

the North 

Fig. 2 Declaration of the People of Rupert's Land and the North West, December 1869. 
An example of the broadsides issued by Rielduring the Red River Rebellion. (PAC, RG 
6 C 1, Vol. 316, File 995) 



major argument Riel produced to justify his actions (see Fig. 2). There are also 
several other proclamations of the Red River Rebellion. From 1885, there is a 
copy, in the hand of Father Fourmond, of the abjuration of heresies which 
Riel signed. It is accompanied by several other documents relating to the 
recantation. 

Unfortunately, there have been losses over the years in the AASB's holding 
of Riel's manuscripts. Dr. Daniel Clark, who visited Tache after testifying at 
Riel's trial in 1885, spoke of letters written during Riel's youth, in which he 
claimed not to be Louis Riel but David Mordecai, a Jew sent to redeem man- 
kind. Although Clark is a suspect witness, he may well have seen letters written 
by Louis when he was a student in Montreal;Io yet the AASB now have nothing 
from Riel prior to 1870. Also, Tache sent two long letters by Riel to friends in 
Quebec as proof of Riel's insanity, documents which were never returned." 
Finally, in 1940-41, priests of the Oblate order microfilmed much of the docu- 
mentary collection of the AASB. The microfilm, housed at the Archives Des- 
chltelets, in Ottawa, contains four letters from Riel to Tach6 which can no 
longer be found in the AASB. Their disappearance has not been explained. 

There is one other important holding of the AASB, a large typescript of 82 
single-spaced pages headed "Copie des tcrits personnels de Riel." Some of the 
contents are letters to Riel, but most were composed by him. All date from his 
imprisonment in Regina, 23 May-16 November, 1885. The original papers 
seem to have been taken from Riel's cell by his confessor, Father Andre, and 
deposited at Saint-Boniface. They remained there, unused by researchers, until 
1932, when the Riel family demanded their return. Their spokesman was 
Camille Teillet, a :ocal resident connected by marriage to the Riel family. The 
Bishop complied with the request, but before handing over the papers he 
caused a typescript to be made. It must have been done in great haste, for it is 
filled with typographical errors, some of which render passages almost incohe- 
rent. But it is better than nothing; and nothing is what we would have of many 
of these texts, were it not for the typescript. 

Some of the documents, notably the diaries of August and October, 1885, 
must have gone to the Socitte Historique Mttisse; for they are now in the 
PAM, Louis Riel Collection. Six other manuscripts now repose in the Archives 
de la SociCtC Historique de Saint-Boniface, in the same complex of buildings as 
the AASB. Four of the six were badly damaged in the fire which gutted the 
cathedral in 1968. (Others of the missing documents may have been totally de- 
stroyed in the fire; there is no way to know for certain.) This leaves about 
twenty texts whose originals have vanished and which are thus only known as 
they appear in the typescript. They mostly record the revelations which Riel ex- 
perienced in prison in the months after he was condemned to death. There is 
no circulating edition of the AASB holdings, but there is an excellent nominal 
index which allows quick location of all correspondence to and from persons 
in whom the researcher is interested. 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA (PAC) 

The papers of John A. Macdonald (MG 26 A) contain a vast amount of infor- 
mation about Riel, but very few texts actually composed by him. The only 

10 See Flanagan, Louis "David" Riel: "Prophet of the New World", 12-17. 
1 1  Now at ASTR. 
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documents in his hand are a letter to Macdonald and another to Judge Hugh 
Richardson, both from 1885. There is also a copy, in a clerk's hand, of a letter 
from Riel to  Poundmaker urging him to take Battleford. The original of this 
important text has mysteriously vanished. 

The papers of Edgar Dewdney (MG 27 I C 4), Governor of the North-West 
Territories at the time of the Rebellion, are richer in Riel holographs. They 
contain about a hundred pages of scrap paper used by Riel when he was in 
prison. It appears that he meant to discard these papers, but the authorities de- 
cided to save them. All are rough drafts and sketches, often torn and contain- 
ing many erasures and corrections. The texts are not individually of great 
value, but they help to fill out a portrait of Riel's last months (see Fig. 3). They 
also enable the researcher to authenticate several compositions, allegedly by 
Riel, which are found in copies in other hands or in the contemporary press. 
The chief item in this category is the major essay "Les Metis du Nord-Ouest," 
which was posthumously printed in the Montreal Daily Star.I2 One special sec- 
tion in the Dewdney Papers is the "Riel Fragments", seventeen folders of 
pieces of manuscript. A few pages are intact enough to be legible, but most 
cannot be sufficiently deciphered so as to  yield a useful text. Perhaps some day 
a genius at  jig-saw puzzles will be able to fit the pieces together. 

12 Montreal Daily Srar, 28 November 1885. 

Fig. 3 Poem: "The reading of the scripture. . . ."  [85]/[11]/[16]. This fragment of 
verse is t-~pical o f  many short texts au~hored by Riel when he was in prison. The original 
has disappeared but the text is preserved in a photograph in the Provincial Archives of  
Alberta (Ernest Brown Photograph Collection, B.1793) 
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By far the most important source at the PAC is in the records of the Depart- 
ment of Justice-Records Relating to Louis Riel and the North-West Uprising 
(RG 13 B 2). The first part of this series is the mass of papers seized at 
Batoche, supplemented by a few other documents collected as evidence against 
the rebels. The second and larger part consists of the papers accumulated by 
the Department of Justice in the course of prosecuting the prisoners. This in- 
cludes, as an important subcategory, copies of the correspondence sent from 
prison by Riel. Unfortunately not all letters were retained. The series is prob- 
ably complete for May, June, and early July, 1885, because at the time Riel 
had no alternative but to post letters through the prison commander. Later, his 
attorneys and his confessor were more than willing to smuggle out letters for 
him. Hence, there is little from mid-July onwards. 

Of the 3600 pages in the Justice records, about 770 were composed, dic- 
tated, or written by Riel. The material can be divided into three main cate- 
gories. First is the prison correspondence mentioned above. Some of this is 
extraordinarily interesting, consisting of long, carefully written letters to Gov- 
ernor Dewdney, Prime Minister Macdonald, and Riel's friends in Quebec. 
These letters give not only Riel's view of the Rebellion but also glimpses into 
his utopian plans for the future. For example, he calmly proposed to Mac- 
donald a grand "imperial union" of the British Empire and the United States, 
in which his new religious cult would be established.13 Second are thepapers of 
the Exovedate, or Provisional Government of the Rebellion. Technically, Riel 
was not a member of the council, but he deliberated with them and drafted 
correspondence to be recopied by the secretaries of the Exovedate. Here will be 
found drafts of the seditious letters which were produced against Riel at his 
trial. Again, several items which belong here have disappeared, probably taken 
long ago by souvenir-hungry civil servants. Thus, some of Riel's most incrimi- 
nating letters are known today only from clerk's copies or from the trial trans- 
cript,14 even though trial testimony shows that the original manuscripts were in 
the court room. The third category consists of Riel's personal papers pre- 
dating the Rebellion. He must have brought a box of documents with him 
from Montana, for there is much here which stems from that period of his life. 
There are drafts of letters to many people, including family members, his erst- 
while fiancee Evelina Barnabe, and Ignace Bourget, retired Bishop of Mont- 
real. There are also pages and pages of poetic composition in both French and 
English, the latter being more doggerel than poetry. Finally, there are exten- 
sive drafts of a book which Riel aspired to write (discussed further under 
"Lost Writings"). Numbered paragraphs set forth a philosophical system inte- 
grating his religious reforms with a metaphysics which seems to derive remote- 
ly from Leibniz' Monadologie. The system has not yet been thoroughly 
studied, so it is premature to  pronounce too confidently about it. 

The Department of Justice records also contain numerous texts composed 
by Riel after he came to the Saskatchewan district, though prior to  the out- 
break of the Rebellion. There are some notes for speeches and a few pieces of 
correspondence, but on the whole this part of the collection is disappointing. 

13 PAC, RG 13 B 2, 1232-49. 
14 Most conveniently available today in Desmond Morton (ed.), The Queen v Louis Riel 

(Toronto, 1974). 
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There is very little which sheds light on the crucial question of his turn toward 
violence in March 1885. A notebook of prayers and meditations from the 
winter of 1884-8515 gives some limited insights, but it deals very little with poli- 
tical matters. Although the Justice records are readily available on microfilm, 
they are not easy to  use because there is no index or finding aid. The papers are 
ordered more or less chronologically, but many undated pages are simply 
thrown together in batches. Texts are often split up into pieces located many 
pages apart. Yet with all its difficulties, this collection is the main documen- 
tary source for the study of Riel's years in Montana and his role in the North- 
West Rebellion. 

The PAC has also recently accessioned some Department of Justice Records 
which contain a rough typescript of the proceedings of Riel's trial (RG 13 A 4, 
Vol. 417). This typed version of the lost stenographic transcript made in the 
court room must now be considered the authoritative record of the trial, super- 
seding the two versions, differing slightly from each other, which were pub- 
lished by the government in 1886.16 Appeal to  the typescript may help to ex- 
plain some of the obscurities which mar existing versions of Riel's two trial 
speeches. 

The collection Louis "David" Riel (MG 27 I F 3) must also be mentioned. 
About half of its sixty numbered items are by Riel, of which about twenty are 
originals, the others being photocopies of holdings of other archives. There is 
also an unnumbered box of twenty-six Xerox pages of writings, mostly poetry, 
done at the Beauport asylum (1876-77). The originals are in private hands. 
There is no particular theme to the collection. It holds a miscellaneous assort- 
ment of texts from all phases of Riel's life. The most unusual item is a large 
holy picture of Our Lady of Lourdes which Riel attached to the rebel flag in 
1885. It bears a poem of his composition, pleading for miraculous deliverance 
(see Fig. 4). Also worth mentioning is a complete manuscript of Riel's poem 
on John A. Macdonald, which varies in more than a hundred places from the 
text published posthumously in PoPsies religieuses et politiques. The collection 
has a good inventory and is conveniently available on microfilm. 

ARCHIVES DE LA CHANCELLERIE DE L'ARCHEVECHE DE MONTREAL (ACAM) AND 
ARCHIVES DU S ~ M I N A I R E  DE QUEBEC (ASQ). 

The ACAM, Collection Louis Riel, contains seventeen letters from Riel to 
Ignace Bourget, plus some additional notes enclosed in one of the letters. The 
series begins 2 January 1874 and ends 29 May 1876. The first nine letters were 
published some years ago by Lton Pouliot, the biographer of Bishop 
Bourget." Pouliot alluded briefly to the existence of the other letters but chose 
not to  print them, claiming they were devoid of historical value, having been 
written by a madman in a lunatic asylum. This was a curious decision, since 

- - 

15 English translation in Flanagan (ed.), The Diaries of Louis Riel. 
16 The Queen vs. Louis Riel (Ottawa: Queen's Printer, 1886), and in the Epitome of Parliamen- 

tary Documents in Connection with the North- West Rebellion (Ottawa: Maclean, Roger & 
Co., 1886). Desmond Morton reprinted the Epitome version in The Queen v Louis Riel 
(Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1974). 

17 Leon Pouliot, "Correspondance Louis Riel-Mgr Bourget," Revue d'histoire de I'AmPrique 
frangaise (December 1961): 430-40. 



Fig. 4 Louis Riel's "Flag" in the Nortli- West Rebellion of 1885. This image of Norre 
Dame de Lourdes seems to have been uttached lo a banner used hv Riel ur Baloche. The 
inscription at the botton~, in Rie/'s hund, contains cr /is/ of family menrhers us we// us a 
poem to Our Lady. Further poetry on the same theme is on the reverse side. (PAC,  MG 
27 I F 3,  no. 49.) 
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the eight letters written in 1876, after Riel's confinement in the asylum, are far 
more interesting than the earlier ones. Some give graphic accounts of life in the 
asylum and Riel's conflicts with the authorities. Others discuss at great length 
his revelations, his belief that Bishop Bourget had become Pope of the New 
World, and his visions of religious reform. Not least interesting is a long ac- 
count of how Egyptians and Hebrews crossed the Atlantic Ocean to become 
the progenitors of the American Indians. Riel wrote frequently to Bourget 
from the asylum in Longue Pointe; but only one letter from Beauport survives, 
written shortly after Riel was transferred there 21 May 1876. He probably con- 
tinued to bombard Bourget with letters, but about this time the Bishop retired 
from the Episcopal See of Montreal. His correspondence was no longer kept at 
the chancellery, so Riel's later letters have never been found. This is a great 
pity; for Bourget, we know, tried to dissuade Riel from his idPe fixe of a pro- 
phetic mission, and it would be fascinating to read Riel's counterarguments. 

At the ASQ is a collection entitled "carton Polygraphie 38, no. 8" contain- 
ing 165 manuscript pages. These texts were written while Riel was an inmate at 
Beauport, 21 May 1876 to 23 January 1878. They were left with the chaplain, 
J .  B. Z. Bolduc, and eventually deposited in ASQ. Included are a number of 
poems, some short prayers and revelations, and two long revelations in multi- 
ple drafts. The long texts, over which Riel obviously expended much effort, 
are very carefully constructed, full of symbolic allusions. They may have been 
intended as a sort of "Third Testament," the doctrinal basis of the new era of 
Christianity of which he claimed to be the prophet. They give, among other 
things, the rules about polygamy, incest, circumcision, a married clergy, and 
the Saturday Sabbath which were to  mark his new cult. 

The writings in ACAM and ASQ were virtually ignored for many years, but 
they are indispensable for understanding the religious side of Riel. No future 
interpretation of the man will be credible if it does not take account of these 
texts. 

PRINTED SOURCES 

One aspect of the Project's work has been an extensive search of books, pam- 
phlets, journals, newspapers, government publications, and broadsides for 
texts by Riel. Not counting several items which are probably  fabrication^,'^ we 
have found about two dozen poems, three dozen letters, fourteen broadside 
proclamations from the Red River Rebellion, and about fifteen miscellaneous 
texts. All are known only in printed form as the manuscripts have not been 
found. 

Except for the posthumously published PoPsies religieuses et politiques, the 
poems are not very important. They are mostly quite brief, often fragments of 
larger compositions. They must be used with care in assessing Riel's poetic 
merit, since we have no guarantee that the printed wording is the same as what 
he wrote. The three dozen letters are a more significant find. One important 
group is six seditious letters, produced as evidence in the trials of Riel and 
W.H. Jackson, whose manuscripts have disappeared and which are now 

18 Discussed further in Thomas Flanagan, "Textual Authenticity and Riel's Identity," Riel 
Project Bulletin 2 (September 1979). 
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known from the trial transcripts. Also important is a number of letters Riel 
wrote in 1875-76, when his religious exaltation was most intense. These sur- 
faced in the Quebec press in 1885, published to prove that Riel was insane and 
should not be executed. One might also mention the three "letters to the edi- 
tor" of Montana newspapers, which provide some evidence about Riel in years 
when he was in the United States. The proclamations of the first Rebellion are 
an invaluable record of the aspirations of that movement. Riel did not have a 
chance to do much private writing in these months, so the proclamations are 
the best available sources. Some were distributed in both French and English, 
others in only one language. Some were printed in more than one version. The 
story has been partially told in Bruce Peel, Early Printing in the Red River 
Settlement, 1859-1870,'9 but a more complete treatment is desirable. 

The miscellaneous category is perhaps the most interesting. There are peti- 
tions of 1870 to the American government and of 1873 to the Canadian gov- 
ernment, asking for redress of  grievance^.^^ The originals may exist somewhere 
in government archives, but have not yet been found. Fortunately the contents 
were printed in official papers. Another interesting item is a long revelation 
from March 1876, published by La Minerve in 1885 to suggest that Riel was in- 
sane.21 Finally, there are a number of writings from Riel's prison cell which ap- 
peared in the contemporary press. Some of these are mere curiosities, random 
notes on scraps of paper given to visitors. But several are long, carefully writ- 
ten essays on political or religious subjects. The most important is "Les Metis 
du Nord-Ouest," published by the Montreal Daily Star 28 November 1885. 
This lengthy essay tells something of the life of the Metis and sets out the 
theory of aboriginal rights which, in Riel's mind, justified the Rebellion of 
1885. Unfortunately, the text seems incomplete, as if a sequel had been in- 
tended but never written. Also noteworthy is a short autobiography published 
in the Toronto Globe the day after Riel's execution. Containing several facts 
not otherwise known, it also gives Riel's view of his life as a preparation for his 
prophetic mission. Sadly, whoever edited the text (almost certainly Father 
Andre) cut it off in 1876, a t  the time of Riel's confinement in the asylum. We 
know from a surviving fragment of a draft22 that Riel intended to carry the 
story through to the end. Such are the perils of posthumous publication. 

T H E  LOST WRITINGS 

From clues in texts which are available to us, we can infer the existence of 
numerous writings by Riel which have disappeared from view, so that we have 
neither a manuscript nor a printed version. Discovery of these would do more 
than anything else to illuminate the enigmas of his life. 

Certainly the biggest gap in the historical record concerns his youth in Mont- 
real, 1858-66. We have only two letters to his family, written in 1864 after his 
father's death; the notebook of poetry published in Pobies de jeunesse; four 

19 (Winnipeg, 1974). 
20 See respectively G.F.G. Stanley, "Riel's Petition to the President of the United States, 

1870," Canadian Historical Review 20 (December 1939): 421-28; and A.H. de Tremaudan, 
"Letter of Louis Riel and Ambroise Lepine to Lieutenant-Governor Morris, Jan. 3, 1873," 
ibid. 7 (March 1926): 137-60. 

21 La Minerve, 8515123. 
22 AASB, Fonds Tache, T53007-08, 53017. 
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lettres en vers (three to George Cartier) printed in the same volume; and four 
letters to  Sophie Masson. Yet Riel must have written many letters to  Red River 
in these years, to his family and also to Bishop Tache, his sponsor.23 He may 
also have written to his Montreal fiancee, Marie Julie Guernon, and to the 
families, like the Massons, whose patronage he enjoyed in Quebec. The dis- 
covery of documents from this period of Riel's life would be especially desir- 
able to help clarify whether he ever thought he was a Jew, David Mordecai, 
impersonating Louis Riel. No firm conclusion is possible without better 
evidence. 

A second very large gap is Riel's correspondence to Fabien and Evelina 
Barnabe. Their letters to him have survived, but not his to them. Riel first met 
the Barnabe family when he went to Keeseville, New York, in early 1874. 
Thereafter, when he was not staying with them, he corresponded regularly. 
After his release from Beauport asylum, he spent the better part of 1878 with 
them, when he fell in love with Evelina. After his return to the West later in the 
year, they continued to correspond until sometime in 1879. She wrote to him 
one last time in 1882, to reproach him with having married another woman.24 
He made several drafts of a reply, but we do not know if it was ever sent. Dis- 
covery of Riel's letters, if they still exist, would enlighten us about the years 
1874-79 in his life, when, except for the period in the asylum, he was almost 
constantly on the move and engaged in obscure projects of which little is 
known today. Our knowledge would also be bolstered if we could find Riel's 
letters to  his other American friends, like his confessor, Father J.B. Primeau 
of Worcester, Massachusetts. Primeau, incidentally, would appear to have re- 
ceived custody of a substantial cache of Riel's papers. In his diary of October 
1885, after making some comments about St. Paul, Riel wrote: 

Si vous voulez avoir d'autres particularitks au sujet des revelations 
qui m'ont ete faites touchant l7ap8tre des nations, allez demander 
au Reverend Messire J.B. Primeau. I1 est celui qui j'ai mis en pos- 
session d'une bonne partie de mes Ccrits. J'y ai fait mention de St. 

Primeau held Riel under virtual house arrest in December 1875, not long be- 
fore he was committed to the asylum. The two reestablished contact in 1878 
after Riel's release. It is not known on which occasion the papers were left in 
Worcester. They would be interesting to have, though what has survived in 
ACAM and ASQ gives a fairly broad picture of Riel's new religion. 

Also of interest would be the missing letters to  Ignace Bourget mentioned 
above in the discussion of ACAM. Riel's letters in that collection terminate 29 
May 1876, but there were certainly others, written probably over several years. 
Riel made several drafts of a letter to Bourget around 26 February 1884, de- 
fending his belief in his divine mission. The letters make sense only if Bourget 
had previously written to Riel denying his mission. A notebook entry of 1 June 
1884, contains this provocative statement: 

23 Such youthful letters are mentioned in Louis Riel (pere) to A.A. Tache, 2 Jan. 1862, AASB. 
24 Evelina Barnabe to Louis Riel, 821 101 16, PAC, RG 13 B 2, 297-99. 
25 PAM, MG 3 D 1 ,  NO. 525, 62-63. 
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L'archevCque Ignace Bourget est un grand saint. . . . Cependant il 
a fait comme Saint Pierre; apres m'avoir dit et Ccrit "Dieu. . .vous 
a donne une mission. . .," il a renie en m'ecrivant quelques annees 
plus tard qu'il n'avait jamais cru et qu'il ne croyait pas encore a la 
mission que j'etais persuade d'avoir reque du ~ i e l . ~ "  

Riel wrote assiduously in Montana, though it is mostly rough drafts in frag- 
mentary condition that have survived. It seems that he left a sizeable number 
of manuscripts at St. Peter's Mission when he came to Canada in June 1884. 
More than fifty years later, a resident recalled that in the 1890s he had found in 
the Mission library two bundles of Riel's papers. One consisted of correspon- 
dence in French and English. The other, written in English, was "evidently the 
draft of a speech to be delivered before the Canadian Parliament. It was a 
respectful, humble petition for the protection of life, home and property of the 
Red River Settlement of Half Breeds. . . ."27 These papers have never been 
recovered. 

The greatest prize of all would be the book or books which Riel composed in 
Montana. At some point he drafted a letter to his brother Joseph discussing a 
book which he had completed writing. He intended to bring the manuscript to 
St-Boniface for Mgr. Tache to read, and he would defer to Tache's wishes as 
to whether or not it should be published. He would also leave copies "entre 
bonnes mains" in Montana, to be published if any harm came to him in Mani- 
toba. Riel added that these unnamed friends liked his book and would pay for 
p u b l i c a t i ~ n . ~ ~  

In an undated prayer to the Virgin Mary (perhaps May 1884), Riel speaks of 
something he has written entitled the Massinahican, the Cree word for 
"book". Riel may have been using it for a title in the same way in which 
"Bible" (Greek ta biblia) means literally "books". An idea of the contents 
comes from a short text in the Riel Family Papers (PAM), which is headed 
"Partie du Massinahican." It hints at a utopian theocracy in which all the na- 
tions and religious denominations of the New World are linked in an entente 
gPnPrale based on a system of ecumenical councils. Riel obviously had in mind 
a dramatic break with Rome, for he wrote in the prayer to Mary in which the 
Massinahican is mentioned: 

Daignez obtenir de Jesus Christ qu'il lui plaise de jetter [sic] dans le 
coeur de Monseigneur Brondel, de Monseigneur TachC, de tout 
1'Cpiscopat canadien-franqais, de toute la cour Romaine, de toute la 
cour d'Angleterre, au moyen du Massinahican; la peur, la crainte, 
et i ' e p ~ u v a n t e . ~ ~  

Is this the same book as the one Riel mentioned to his brother? It seems unlike- 
ly, for Riel wanted to show the first book to Tach6 to obtain his imprimatur, 
while the second is supposed to strike Tach6 with fear and trembling. It is also 
not apparent whether the book(s) mentioned here is (are) related to the 
numbered paragraphs in the Department of Justice papers (PAC, RG 13 B 2), 
which seem to be drafts of a book. 

26 PAC, RG 13 B 2, 2070.71. 
27 Gilles Martel, Le Messianisrne de Louis Riel, 652. 
28 PAC, RG 13 B 2, 137-38. 
29 Ibid., 2152-53. 



Further complicating matters is the testimony of Charles Nolin. After the 
Rebellion of 1885, he claimed that Riel's plans were contained "in a book writ- 
ten seven years ago with buffalo blood."30 NOW seven years before the Rebel- 
lion Riel had been in the East, where buffalo blood was hard to find; but the 
general idea of a book of prophecies or revelations is plausible. On another oc- 
casion, Nolin testified that "Riel had a book which he read or pretended to 
read from to convince the people of the holy character of his mi~sion."~ '  
Called the Prophecies of St. Bridget, it contained predictions about apocalyp- 
tic events and the coming of a new saviour. It is not clear from Nolin's testi- 
mony whether this was a book composed by Riel or a published book which he 
had acquired. Bridget of Sweden was in fact a well known medieval oracle 
whose prophecies circulated together with those of Nostradamus and similar 
figures. 

In conclusion, we might mention a few lacunae in Riel's life that will prob- 
ably never be filled with evidence from his own pen, because he seems to have 
written little or nothing at certain times. After the collapse of his marriage 
plans in June 1866, Riel left Montreal to live in the western United States. 
Then ensued a long period when he did not write home, perhaps out of embar- 
rassment. Another poorly documented period in his life is the Rebellion of 
1869-70. Although the events are well known from other sources, Riel wrote 
rather little in these months. He later composed retrospective memoirs on the 
Rebellion, but these were inevitably coloured by hindsight. He also lapsed into 
silence for about two years after the summer of 1880, not writing to his family 
in Red River until after the birth of his son, 9 May 1882. The reasons for the 
long silence are not clear. 

The most regrettable gap in Riel's papers is in the months immediately prior 
to  the North-West Rebellion. From 16 December 1884, when a petition to 
Ottawa was sent,32 until 19 March 1885, when the Provisional Government 
was formed, the only significant text we have is a pocket notebook of prayers. 
There is nothing in Riel's own hand bearing on his attempts to get money from 
the government for himself or on his decision to transform a peaceful political 
movement into an armed insurrection. Riel afterwards tried to explain these 
things, but the explanations were manifestly part of his legal defense strategy 
and hence not wholly plausible. Unless unexpected evidence suddenly turns 
up, we may never know precisely what impelled Riel to provoke the Rebellion. 

About the Appendices 

Appendix A lists all of the repositories which house Riel materials, cites the 
particular collections in which these papers are housed, and gives brief descrip- 
tions of the holdings. The "Time Frame" column designates the specific peri- 
ods of Riel's life in which the documents were written. It is included in order to  
assist the researcher in selecting the collections that are likely to shed light on 

30 PAA, 71.220 (Oblate papers), D-IV-116, Rapport de M. Cloutier. 
31 Canada Sessional Papers (1886), no. 52, 393. 
32 L.H. Thomas (ed.), "Louis Riel's Petition of Rights, 1884," Saskatchewan History 23 

(Winter 1970): 16-26. 
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the aspect of Riel he intends to examine. For this purpose, Riel's life has been 
divided into six periods: 

1. 23 October, 1844 to 26 July, 1868-Birth, to his return to Red 
River following his studies at the College de Montreal 

2. 27 July, 1868 to  7 December, 1875-Return to Red River until 
his religious experience in Washington, D.C. 

3. 8 December, 1875 to 23 January, 1878-Period of religious 
exaltation 

4. 24 January, 1878 to 4 June, 1884-Period of residence in the 
U.S. 

5. 5 June, 1884 to 15 May, 1885-Departure from Montana until 
surrender at Batoche 

6. 16 May, 1885 to 16 November, 1885-Prisoner of the Canadian 
Government 

Appendix B lists writings by Riel whose origi1:als are lost but which are 
known in printed form. The attentive reader will note a certain amount of du- 
plication in the appendix. Sometimes a particular item was printed simultane- 
ously in two or more different newspapers. In such cases, it is almost impossi- 
ble to determine the authoritative printed version, and we have adopted the 
policy of listing all items. Otherwise, only the newspaper which first carried 
the item is mentioned, based on the assumption that later publications are 
simply reprints of the first. A more complicated situation arises when a partic- 
ular document was printed in two newspapers on different days, but where it 
can be established that the newspapers involved acquired the contents of the 
document from different but more or less equally reliable sources. Here, too, 
both are listed. An extension of the above, which applies to all publications, 
occurs when what seems superficially to be the same document is found to be 
printed with important differences in content. In this case, the documents are 
considered variants of one another, and are listed separately. 

Appendix B does not list proclamations issued in broadside form by the Pro- 
visional Government of 1869-70 at Fort Garry. These are very complex, and 
would require more explanation than is possible within the confines of this 
paper. 

APPENDIX A 

Manuscripts 
Accession 

Abbre- Archive Name of Number/ Time Description 
viation Collection Code Frame 

AAQ Archives de Diocese de S a ~ n t -  331 CN 2 Letter to E.A. Taschereau, 
I'Archidiocese de Boniface I: l2a Archbishop of Quebec, 
Quebec seel.ing his political support 

AASB Archive5 de Fond\ Tache - 2,3,4, (see main text) 
I'Archeveche de 5,6 
Sa~nt-Bon~face 
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Acce\rion 
Ahhre- Archive l i ame of  l iumher j  Time 1)ewripIion 
viation <'olleclion <'ode Frame 

AASB Archive\ d c  Fond! rache  - 3.4,6 ( w e  main tekt) 
I'ArchevSchc dc  (Textes 
Saint-Boniface dactylographic\) 

ABCL Archive\ de  la L.c\ manu\cri t \  Riel - bl.1 6 Part of  a test re\sriting the 
Bibliotheque, de\  ABCL L.6\ i \  clas- prayer\ of  the Way of the 
College d e  LC.vi\ \ier E ,  Cro \ \ .  Other part \  of  t h n  

loc. I04 test are in PAC', M<; 27 
I C 4.  

AC'AE 

ACAM 

A('J<'l 

A I 1  

AESH 

A N O  

Archive\ of the 
Catholic Arch- 
diocese of 
Ednlonton 

Archiles d e  la 
Chancellcrie d e  
I'Arche\SchC de  
Montreal 

Compagnie d e  
.ICsu\, Province d u  
Canada  franyaiq 
(Saint-.lerome) 

('orre\pondence - 2,6 
of Vital Grandin 

Archives MicroFilm\ W206.MhZF 2.3, 
Desch5tclcts de \  AASB 4.5.6 
(Ottawa) 

Archive\ d e  
I'Ev@che de  Saint- 
Hyacinthe 

Archive\ N a t i o  Collectin11 -- 1.2,3 
nales d u  Quebec C ' l ~ a p a ~ \ ,  Papier\ 

Riel 

Three letters to  V ~ t a l  
G r a n d ~ n ,  H15hop of St- 
Albcrt; a cop! of a letter 
from Grandin to  Klel; and  a 
11\t  o f  r ~ g h t \  demandcd 01' 
the Canadian government in 
September. 1884. 

(see main text) 

T w o  letter\ to  Alphon\e 
De\jaldin\ ,  Member of 
Parliament . 

Microl'ilms of many docu- 
ments at the AASB. The\e 
archives contain four  docu- 
ments, all letters t o  A . A .  
Tache,  Archbishop of St. 
Boniface, which seem to  
have disappeared from 
AASB file\. 

O n e  letter to  Charlec 
Larcicque, Bishop of 
St-Hyacinthc. 

T w o  1rrrre.s (v7 wr.5 to  G.E.  
Cartier; o n e  letter to  
Rodrigue Masson, M.P.;  
o n e  letter on  the amncrty 
question; a draft of  a reply 
t o  Dr.  Lynch, a member o f  
the Orange Order;  and  a 
letter t o  Clement Vincelette, 
manaper of the asylum at  
Beauport. 
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Accession 
Abbre- Archive Name of Number/ Time Description 
viation Collection Code Frame 

ANQ Archives Natio- Petites - 5 A prayer of consecration of 
nales du Quebec Collection:, ihe Metis, as well a a frag- 

ment of a memoir on the 
1870 events in Manitoba. 

ANQ Archives Natio- F . - X .  L.ernieux, - 
nales du Quebec Affaire Riel 

ANQM Archives nat~onales Minutier du #44 
du Quebec, Centre notaire 
regional de A.C. Decary 
Montreal 

ASHSB Archive\. Societe Papier\ Riel - 
historique de 
Saint-Boniface 

ASQ 

ASSH 

ASSSM 

ASTR 

AUM 

Archives du 
St'minaire de 
Quebec 

Archives du 
Sen~inaire de 
Saint-Hyacinthe 

Arch~ves du 
Sem~naire St 
Sulpice de 
Montrcal 

Archives du 
Seminalre de 
Troi\-Riviere\ 

Carton 
Polypraphie 
38, no. 8 

Fond\ du 
chanoine 
Godfroy 
I.amarche, 
18.71-88 

- 

3,6 Typescripts of two letters to 
persons unknown, three 
poems, and one prophecy 
written in prison in Regina. 
Probably copied from the 
contemporary press. 

1 Marriage contract, signed by 
Riel and Marie Julie 
Guernon. 

3,4,6 Two manucript letter! and 
two type\cripts of a third 
letter, all to one of his 
risters, Henriette Poitras; 
one letter to Clernenr 
Vincelette, manager of the 
asylum at Beauport; Riel's 
marriage certificate; one 
poem; and several notes, 
mostly of a religious nature. 

3 (see main text) 

Fg 10 2 Letter to lgnace Bourget. 
do\ .  21.4 Bl\hop of Montreal 

Papiers de M.B. D-3 
dc la Brucre 

1.a Collection P-58 
Montreal, Services Baby 
des Archives 

2,6 Typescript of pamphlet on 
the amnesty question; a 
letter to E.P.  Lachapelle, 
M.D.; and an item of a reli- 
gious nature. 

3,6 Two letters to A,-A. Tache, 
Archbishop of St-Boniface. 

2 One letter to Judge Coursol, 
president of the St-Jean- 
Baptiste Society; and two to 
Alphonse Desjardins, M.P. 



Accession 
Abbre- Archive Name of Number/ 
viation Collection Code 

CFLUND Chester Fritz Winfred V .  - 
Library, University Working Papers 
of North Dakota 
(Grand Forks) 

DAMMHS Division of Reserve - 
Archives and Collection 
Manuscripts, 
Minnesota 
Historical Society 
(St. Paul) 

DAMMHS Division of James Wickes - 
Archive5 and Taylor Papers 
Manuscripts, 
Minne5ota 
Historical Society 
(St. Paul) 

DLHM 

GAL 

GAI 

GAI 

GAI 

CAI 

CAI 

G M 

Duck Lake - - 

H~\ to r~ca l  Muteum 

Glenbow-Alberta Dr. Augu\tus Ai .J93B 
lnst~tute (Calgary) Sukes Papers 

Glenbow-Alberta Mr\. Phoebe 5461 
Institute (Calgary) Toole Paper\ 

Glenbow-Alberta W.F.C. Parwns CCI .R555 
In\titute (Calgary) Paper\ 

Glenbow-Alberta 1 (1 MaiEwan CHIM 142 
In\t~tute (Calgary) Papers 

Glenbow-Alberta Rupert L. BB.121 
In\titute (Calgary) Taylor, Collector .H886P 

Glenbow-Alberta 0 B. Buell PD-163-1 
In\t~tute (Calgar!) Photograph 

Album 

Time Description 
Frame 

Two letters to William 
Dease, a Metis of St- 
Francoic-Xavier. 

One letter to Robert Tait, 
miller at Red River. 

Three letters to J.W. Taylor, 
U.S. Consul at Winnipeg; 
and a draft of the petition 
of grievances submitted to 
the Canadian government, 
December 16, 1884. 

One letter to English Half- 
Breeds, requesting their sup- 
port in the North-West 
Rebellion. 

Five brief revelations and 
prophecies, three of them in 
the hand of Dr. Jukes, 
phyrician at the Regina 
prison. 

One revelation explaining 
the nature of Riel'c 
"mission". 

One autograph note, given 
to Cpl. William Townsend 
of the NWMP, ac Riel 
walked to the scaffold. 

A pass for Peter Laurie, 
printer at Red River. 

A letter to "Fellow 
Countrymen" 

A note about Charles Nolin 

Galt Museum 
(Lethbridgc) 

GM 977. 6 Letter to F. Russell, a 
178 photographer interested in 

taking Riel's portrait. 
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HBCA,  
P A M  

HILUNB 

M M  A 
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Accession 
Archive Name of Numheri 

Collection Code 

Hudson's  Bay Red River Rebel- E.911 
Company lion, (1869-70) - foc. I .  2 
Archives, Provin- Miccellaneou\ 
cia1 Archives of Papers 
hlanitoba 
(Winnipeg) 

Harriet Ir\ing Beaberbrook - 
1-ihrary, Uni\er\ i t> Col lec t~on;  L o u k  
of  New Brun5uich R ~ e l  Paper\  
(Fredericton) 

Fvl~Cord Mu\eum, Riel Paper\  hl20190 
A r c h ~ \ e \  
(Montreal)  

NARY 

N AKS 

PAA 

N a t ~ o n a l  A r i ' h ~ \ e \  Record\ 0 1  the 6007 
and Record\ O l f ~ c e  01 the A C ;  O 
S e n  ice\ Adjutant I 8x0  
(H'a\hington.  General 
U.C ) 

Time Description 
Frame 

National Archi\e\  I)e\patcl~e\  Irom Cienerol Kec- ?,6 
and Record\ the U.S.  C'ori\ul\ o rd \  o f  the 
Senice \  ~n \+ innipcg. Ikpartrnent 

1869-I906 of State 
(Record 
G r o u p  59) 

Probincia1 Oblate Paper\ ,  71.220 5 

Arch~ve\  of Klcl Rehelhon Folder U IV 
Alberta S e r ~ e \  
(Ldrnontori) 

O n e  letter t o  William 
Mactavish, Governor of 
As in iboia ,  retring forth 
terms o n  which the H u d -  
 con'^ Bay Company might 
resume its commercial 
operations. 

O n e  letter to  his wife; one  
letrre m vcvs to  Charles 
Lenoir-Roland, director of 
the Petit Seminaire de  
Montreal; one  letter to  
Prime Minister John  A .  
Macdonald; four prose items 
o f  a religious nature;  and  
one  poem. 

O n e  I u t r e  en w r r  to  G.E. 
Cartier; o n e  letter atking 
English Half-Breeds to  \epa- 
rate from Rome; one  letter 
t o  A.G. Irvlne. Comniis- 
\loner of the N W M P ;  and 
one  document outlining h ~ s  
uiphes for the disposal of  
his remain\ and  the puhlica- 
tion of his papers. 

Letter to  Mr .  & Mrs. John 
Lee, relati\e\ o f  Riel's in 
Xlonrreal. 

A letter to  N.A.  M ~ l e s ,  U.S.  
Brt. Major-General; and a 
petition asking for a M e t ~ s  
rewrbation in Montana.  

One  letter to  \\'illlam 
hlacta\ i \h,  Gobernor of 
A \ \ i n ~ b o i a ;  two letter\ to  
S.W. Tablor, U.S.  Conju l ;  
and  a petition to  Pres~dent  
Grober C l c ~ e l a n d  of the 
U.S. ,  asking him to anner  
\re\tern Canada .  

A letter to  Valentin Vegre- 
\ i l k .  O.M.I .  demanding hi\ 
neutralit! during the 
Rebellion. 



Abbre- Archive 
viation 

P A A  Provincial 
A r c h ~ b e \  oT 
Alberta 

P A A  P r o \ i n c ~ a l  
Archibe\ o f  
Alberta 

P A A  P r o ~ i n c i a l  
Archive\ 01 
Alberta 

Accession 
Lame of  Number/ Time 1)escription 
Collection Code Frame 

H . W .  MacE%ing 67.68 2 T w o  letters t o  reridents o f  
Paper\  Red R ~ v e r .  

h e r r e  Richard 66.135 
G a u ~ r e a u  Paper\  

2 A pa\\  for Peter Laurie, 
printer at Red Ri \e r .  

Telegram ro George t t i e n n e  
Cartier. i n f o r m ~ n g  h ~ m  o l  
Iu\ election b! acclamation 
In [he riding o l  Pro \encher ,  
\igned b) K ~ e l  and  o ther \ .  

hl(; 27 1 .I X 6 T w o  proplrecie\ \ho \ \n  t o  
Dr.  Valadc when he visited 
Riel a \  part o f  the medical 
cornrni\sion of  November,  
1885. 

KG 6 C 1 Z Letter t o  William 
b l c l h u g a l l ,  LLieurenant- 
< ;o \e rnw o l  Rupert ' \  I a n d ,  
ordering Ilim no! t o  enter 
the North-We\!  ~ i l h o u t  Ihc 
pern i~s \ ion  of  Lr Comire 
.\ 'ur~onol ( k c  Melir. Signed 
by Riel a n d  .John Bruce. 
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Accession 
Numberi Time Description 
Code Frame 

Abhre- Archive Name of 
viation Collection 

RG 13 A 4 6 Typescript made from steno- 
graphic record of Riel'c 
trial, including his two 
major speeches. 

PAC I APC Public Archives of Department 
CanadaIArchives of Justice 
publiquea du 
Canada 

PACIAPC Public Archives of Department of 
CanadaIArchivec Justice 
publiques du 
Canada 

RG 13 B 2 3,4,5,6 (see main text) 

PACIAPC Public Archive\ of Department of 
CanadaIArchive\ Interior 
publiques du 
Canada 

Petit~on to the Government 
of Canada, submitted 
December 16. 1884. 

PACIAPC Public Archives of Librarv of the 
Canada 1 Archive\ 

"Words on different 
subjects," written In the 
Greek New Testament of 
C.B. P~tblado,  Chaplain of 
the Canadian exped~tionary 
force. 

pubhqiw du 
Canada 

PAM Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 
(Winnipeg) 

Alexander Ro\\ 
Fam~ly Paper\ 

Three letters to lames Ross, 
resident at Red River; and 
one letter to the guard at the 
Bishop's Palace. 

PAM Prov~ncial 
Archives of  
Manitoba . 

Red Ri\er 
D~\turbance 

A copy of a lict of rights, 
not in Riel's hand; a note 
regarding the Hud~on ' ?  Ray 
Company stores; and a type- 
w i p t  of a memorial and 
petillon \en1 lo U.S. Grant, 
Pre\ident of the U.S. 

I'AM Pro\ incial 
Archibe\ of 
Manitoba 

Thomar Bunn 
Paper\ 

A letter to Re\ .  J.N. 
Ritchot of St-Norbert, 
cigned by Thoma\ Bunn, 
but including a salutation in 
R~el'r hand, and hand copies 
of the English ver\ion and 
the French ver\ion of a list 
of rights, not in Riel's hand. 

PAM Prov~nclal 
Archive\ of 
Manitoba 

Pap~er \  de 
J .N.  Ritchot 

MG 3 H 14-1 2,3,4 Four letters to J.N. Ritchot, 
parith priect at St-Norbert. 

PAM Pro~incial 
Archi~es  of 
Manitoba 

Peter G. Laurie 
Paper\ 

MG 3 B 16-2 2 Pas\ for Peter Laurie. 
prlnter at Red Riber. 



Abbre- Archive 
via tion 

PAM Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

PAM Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

Accession 
Name of Number/ Time Description 
Collection Code Frame 

George A. Flinn MG 3 C 13 6 A letter to J.W. Taylor. 
Papers U.S. Consul at Winnipeg. 

Louis Riel 
Collection 

MG 3 D 1 1,2,3, (see main text) 
4,5,6 

PAM Provincial Riel Family MG 3 D 2 1,2,3, (see main text) 
Archives of Papers 4,5,6 
Manitoba 

PAM 

PAM 

PAM 

PAM 

PAM 

Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

Provincial 
Archives of 
Manitoba 

Louis Riel M G 3 D 4  4 
Papers 

John Black M G 7 C I 2  2 
Papers 

Church - M G 7 D 4  4.6 
Roman Catholic- 
St-Lazare 

Belleau M G 7 D  13 2 
Collection, 
Assumption 
Abbey Archive5 

PC Park5 Canada - 
(Ottawa) 

Soseph Dubuc MG 14 B 26 2,3.6 
Pavers 

QUA Queen's Univer 
~ i t y  Archives 
(Kingston) 

G .H .  Young Collection 6 
Pavers 63 

One letter to his brother, 
Joseph Riel. 

A letter to the English- 
speaking community at Red 
River, pleading for the 
maintenance of public order. 

Hand copies of Riel's will 
and of some of the poems 
in Poesies religieuses er 
politiques. 

Typescripts of two letters to 
William Dease, resident at 
St-Fran~ois-Xavier, and of 
a letter to A.-A. Tache, 
Archbishop of St-Boniface. 

Two letters to Joseph 
Dubuc; one letter to J.B.Z. 
Bolduc, Chaplain of Beau- 
port; two letters to A.-A. 
Tache, Archbishop of St- 
Boniface; one letter to his 
cousin, Paul Proulx; and the 
5core and lyrics for a song. 

Manuscript of the pamphlet 
L 'Amnisrre; one poem; and 
one letter to his brother, 
Joseph Riel. 

Entry in G.H. Young's 
diary, explaining the mean- 
ing of the word 
"Exovedate". 
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Abbre- 
viation 

RCMPM 

SABR 

SABR 

SHSND 

TUA 

Accession 
Archive Name of Number1 

Collection Code 

Royal Canadian - 
Mounted Police 
Museum (Regina) 

Saskatchewan 
Archives Board 
(Regina) 

Saskatchewan 
Archive5 Board 

State Historical 
Society of North 
Dakota (Bimark 
N.D.) 

Trent University 
Archive\ 
(Peterborough) 

Riel Documents R-86 
and Artifacts 

Saskatchewan SHS-56 
Historical Society 
Files 

USJB-BM Union Saint- 
Jean-Bapticte - 
Bibliotheque Mallet 
(Woonsocket) 

Albert E. Dease 
Papers 

Collection Mallet CM 

USL University of A.S. Morton - 

Saskatchewan Manuscr~pc 
Librariec Collection 
(Saskatoon) 

Time Description 
Frame 

Two items of a religious 
nature, and an autograph 
note addressed to 
"Mr. Le Quesne." 

One incomplete poem; a 
draft of a letter accepting 
the invitation to come to the 
Saskatchewan District; two 
letters to Alphonse Desjar- 
dins, M.P.;  an oath for the 
guards at Batoche; and a 
notebook of poems, some of 
which may have been com- 
posed by Riel. 

A letter t o  his family, one 
to Joseph Riel and Louis 
Lavallee, and one to his 
mother. 

One letter to William 
Dease. a res~dent at 
St-Fran~ois-Xavier, 

English translation of a 
letter to Romuald Fiset, 
M.P. ,  the original of which 
is now in private hands. 

Four letters to Edmond 
Mallet, a Franco-American 
sympathizer of Riel's. 

Two religious items; four 
letters to the Jackson 
family; two open letters to 
the residents of Prince 
Albert; and a typescript of 
some notes for an address to 
the Minister of Public 
Work\.  



APPENDIX B 
Printed Sources 

Reference Description Time 
Frame 

Books: ' 
Begg, A. ,  The Creation o fManimha,  A letter to Dr. John Schultz and several 2 
Toronto: A.H.  Hovey, 1871. other members of the "Canadian Party"; 

a letter to an unknown person requesting 
him to stop serving liquor; and Riel's oath 
in assuming office-as President of the 
Provisional Government. 

The Gihhet of Regina. The trurh ahour English translation of a memoir on the 
Riel - Srr Johtr A .  Macd(~nald und his North-West question. 
cahiner before p u h l ~  opinfon, by one who 
knows, New York: Thompson & Moreau, 
1886. 

Le  gibe/ de Regina; la verire sur Riel; A memoir on the North-West question, 
Sir John A .  Macdonuld er le cabinel presented in its original language. 
d'Ortawa devunr / 'opinion publfque; par 
un hotnnie bieti renserpne. New York: 
Thompson et Moreau, 1886. 

Fowke, E. ,  and Johnston, R.,  More h l k  Two songs attributed to Riel; the authen- 
Songs of Canada, Waterloo: Waterloo ticity of one is romewhat doubtful. 
Music Co., 1967. 

Macbeth, R.G., The Rotnunce of Wesrern A facsimile of a letter to Judge Hugh 
Cunada, Toronto: Ryerson Press, 1920, Richardson, who presided over Riel's 
(second edition). trial, thanking him for the postponement 

of hic execution. 

Morton, W.L., ed.. Ale.\unrlc~r BeggS Red A letter to Onesime Monchamns. reriden~ 
R f w r  Jour f ld  unrl Other Puper\ R e l a t ~ w  of Red River. 
to  /he Red Rfver Res~srunce of 1869-70, 
Toronto: The Champlain Society, 1956. 

Riel, Louis "David," Poeoer reli~ieusec 
et polirrques, Montreal: L'imprimerie de 
I 'Etendard, 1886. 

Government Documents: 
Cunada Sess~onul Puperc. (IR70), Vol. 5,  
No. 12, Correspondence and Papers con- 
nected with Recent Occurences in the 
North-Wect Territories. 

Nine poems published posthumously by 
Riel's family. 

Letter to William McDougall, Lieutenant- 2 
Governor ol' the North-West, refusing hlm 
entry into Red River; and what seems to 
be a preliminary version of the first llst of 
right\. 
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Reference 

Queen v .  Lorilr Rrel, T'r~al Exhib~ts 

Cunadu Sessronul Puperc (1 8861, no. 52, 
Queen v .  Wtlliutn Henr-v Juc,kson. 

Journulc oJ rhc, tiorrsr oJ Co r~~ rnon \  o j  
lhe Dotninron r!f C'unutlu, (1874), Vol. 
VIII, Report ol the Select Committee on 
the Causes of the Difficulties in the 
North-West Territory In 1869-70, Appen 
dix (No. 6). 

Jolrrnuir.v. Churnhrc~r c/e\ Cotnttt~rtrpc, 
Cunudu. Vol. VIII, ( 1  874), Append~ce 
(No. 6). Rapport du Cornite special w r  
Ies causes de5 troubles du Nord-Oucst 
en 1869-70. 

Journals: 
L e  Bulletrn d c ~  recherc.hes h i r~or rqr r r r ,  
Val. 69, no. 4, Oct.  1967. 

Canadian Hrsrorrcol Revrew, 
(a) Vol. VI, (Sept. 1925), and 
(b) Val. X X ,  (Dec. 1939). 

1, 'Enseignet~~ent secondorre. 
(March, 1931). 

Time 
Frame 

One letter to L.N. Crorier, N.W.M.P. 5 
Superintendent at Fort Carlton; and four 
letter5 to M e t i  and Indian groups In 
nelghbouring areas of the North-West, 
requesting their support. 

One letter to Half-Breed, in the North- 5 
West, requesting their support. 

Erlgl~sh translations of letters to 2 
. \ . -A.  l a c h c .  Archbi511op or St-Uon~face; 
A.G. Arch~bald, Lt. G o ~ e r n o r  of Mani- 
toba; and A .  Morris, Lt. Governor of 
Mon~toba.  

The original French bersion of letters to 2 
to T,icIic', Archb~shop of St- 
Hon~l':ice, and l o  A.G. Archibald, Lt. 
Go\err~or  of Manitoba; and a tran4ation 
into French of an English translation of a 
letter to A.C.  Morri\, Lieutenant- 
Gobernor of Manitoba. 

A letter to R~el 'r  wife, Marguerite. 6 

(a) A memoir on the execut~on of Thomas (a) 2 
Scott, and (b) a petition to U.S. President (b) 2 
Ulysses Grant. 

A letter to lgnace Bourget, Bishop of 3 
Montreal, describing some of his religious 
revelations. 

Montreal Book Auctrons Carulog~ie (a) Partial photocopy of a letter to Riel'r (a)-(b)-6 
(a) Sale #27, (Oct. 1971), and wife, Marguerite, and (b)  a tvpescript of 
(b) (June, 1978). of another letter to Marguerite. 

Newspapers: 
Le  Canadren, Quebec 851 12126 Memoir on the causes of the political 6 

difficulties in the North-West 

Le Courrier de Suinr-Hyacrnrhe, . 
(a)  691 10130 
(b) 731 10107 

(a) A letter to the editor, signed by "Deux (a)-(b)-2 
habitants metis-canadiens de la Riviere- 
Rouge." Could these be Riel and Louis 
Schmidt? (b) and a letter to the editor, 
signed by Riel. 



Reference Description Time 
Frame 

Le Courrier du Canada, Quebec 
(a) 85106105 
(b) 85106108 
(c) 85/08/04 
(d) 85108107 

(a) Three poems, all of which were pub- (a) 4 
lished in a more complete form in Louis (b) 3 
Riel, Poesies relrgieuses er poliriques; (c) 6 
(b) two letters to an unidentified person, (d) 3 
and three poems contained in an article 
seeking to prove Riel's insanity; (c) one 
poem dedicated to Rev. Georges Dugas, 
an oblate priest in St-Boniface, and (d) a 
copy, in Riel's hand, of a letter sent him 
by lgnace Bourget, Bishop of Montreal, 
with some notes on the text by Riel. 

The Darly Manrrohan, Winnipeg (a) A prophetic statement; (b) a poem (a)-(c)-6 
(a) 851 10127 in English; and (c) an item of a religious 
(b) 85111109 nature, translated from the French. 
(c) 851 1 1 104 

Le Drorr, Ottawa 
1943102110 

Excerpts of a letter to Riel's mother, Julie 6 

L 'Echo du Monitohu, Saint-Boniface A poem reviewing certain parts of Metis ? 
981l1110 history with a facsimile of Riel's 

signature. 

L 'Elecreur, Quebec 
(a) 85106130; (b) 85107130; 
(c) 85108117; (d) 85110124; 
(e) 85111117. 

(a) A letter to Romuald Fiset, M.P. ;  (a)-(e)-6 
(b) a letter to the committee for the 

defense of the Metis; 
(c) several political prophecies of doubtful 

authenticity; 
(d) an ~nauthentic petition to the govern- 

ment of Canada; and 
(e) a letter to F.-X.  Lemieux, one of 

Riel's lawyers. 

L 'E:endurd, Montreal (a) A poem and (b) a letter to an (a) I 
(a) 85105104 and (b) R510812I unidentified Franco-American prlest. (b) 3 

Fort Benton River Pre.n, Fort Benton, An open letter to Martin Maginnis, a 4 
Montana, 821 10122 Democratic Congressman from Montana, 

5tating his views on rome local political 
)\rues. 

The Toronto Glohe (a) One of the 1869-70 lists of rights; (a) - 2 
(a) 85103126; (b) 85108106; (c) 851081 18; (b) a letter to Charles Nolin and Maxime (b) - 5 
(d) 851ll104; (e) 851lll17. Lepine, with a pencil note not given any- (c) - 6 

where else; (c) several political prophecies (d) - 6 
of doubtful authenticity; (d) a poem; and (e) - 6 
(e) a partial \cr\ion of Riel'\ autobiog- 
raphy. 
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Reference Description Time 
Frame 

The Helmu Weehlv tierold, Helena, 
Montana 
(a) 82112121, and (b) 83104126. 

L a  Justice, Quebec 
(a) 86/02/20 and (b) 86/02/22 

The Leader, Regina 
851091 10 

The Munrtohu D a ~ , v  Free Pre.\s, Winnipeg 
(a) 851091 10; (b) 851 1 1  1 I8 

Le M e r d L e  Munlrohu, Saint-Bon~face 
(a) 7210111I; (b) 74101104, 11, 18, 25; 
(c) 85106118; (d) 85111126. 

L a  Minerve, Montreal 
(a) 85105123; (b) 85105128; (c) 85106101; 
(d) 85106105; (e) 851 10103; (f) 851 111 18. 

Two letters to the editor of the news- (a)  - (b)  - 4 
paper, the former defending hi\ politwal 
record, and the latter d~ tcuss~ng  istue\ 
related to the Half-Breed population in 
Montana. 

An open letter "To the cituens of the 5 
United Stater of America," and a l'acri- 
nule of a letter to "P. Ford" borh of 
doubtful authenticity. 

(a)  A poem dedicated to one of Riel9\ (a) - 4 
slsrers, Henriette, and (b) several prophe- (b) - 6 
cie, writlen in prison in Regina. 

A bescion of an open letter to be read 6 
at a publlc meeting held at St-Bomface. 

(a) A verslon of an open letter to be read (a)  - (b)  -6 
at a public meeting held at St-Boniface; 
(b) a prayer for the fulfillment of his mis- 
sion; a note on his political goal?; an 
autograph statement; a revelation of h ~ c  
reprieve; a letter t o  Charles McWilhams, 
an R.C. priest u h o  accompanied Riel to 
the scafl'old; and a note affirming his 
faith in the R.C. Church. 

(a) A memoir on the political situation of (a) - (b) - 2 
the Meti,; (b) a letter to the editor, (c) - 4 
responding to a letter by Dr. Lynch, a (d) - 6 
member of the Orange Order in Ontario; 
(c) a letter to P~erre  Lavallee, clerk and 
treaturer of the Municipality of St- 
Franqois-Xavier; and (d) a version of h ~ s  
will. 

(a) One item of a religious nature; (b) one (a) - 3 
prayer found attached to a ferry near (b) - 5 
Batoche, and of which the authenticity is (c) - 6 
not established; a set of rules to be fol- (d) - 4 
lowed by Metis soldiers, signed by Gabriel (e) - 6 
Dumont but probably composed by Riel; (f) - 6 
and an item of a relig~ous nature; (c) 
Riel's religious "credo," most likely taken 
from an interview with C.B. Pitblado of 
Winnipeg, and first published in the Win- 
nlpeg Dally Sun; (d) excerpts from three 
poems published in a more complete form 
in Louis Riel, Pokies religieuses el polrri- 
ques; (e) various prayers and writings of a 
religious nature, and (f) a verslon of his 
w d ,  and a note affirmmg hi5 faith in the 
R.C. Church. 



Time 
Frame 

Montreal Daily Star (a) A letter of doubtful authenticity to 
(a) 85104110; (b) 85105102; (c) 85105130; the Pioneer Press of St. Paul; (b) a letter 
(d) 85108122; (e) 851 11 117; (f) 851 11 119; to the Editor of Le  Courrier de Sufnt- 
(g) 851 11 128. H.vounthc~ of which the authenticity is 

doubtful; (c) an English version of Riel's 
religious "credo", likely taken from an 
interview with C.B. Pitblado of Winnipeg 
and first published in the Winnrpeg Dur1.v 
Sun; (d) a facsimile of a letter "to the 
Readers of the Star"; (e) a number of 
items of a religious nature, and a letter to 
Charles McWilliams, an R.C. priest who 
accompanied R~e l  to the scaffold; (f) 
excerpts of an open letter "to the c~tizens 
of the United States. . .," printed in full 
in The lrrsh World and of doubtful 
authenticity; (g) a long memoir on the 
political situation of the Metis in the 
North-West. 

(a) - 5 
(b) - 5 
(c) - 6 
(d) - 6 
(el - 6 
( f )  - 5 
(g) - 6 

The New Nurion, Winnipeg 
70103104 

Two "Official Orders" of the Probisional 2 
Government, signed by Louis Sohm~dr, 
"bv order of the Prer~dent." 

Le  Nouveutl Monde/Le Monclr ,  Montreal (a)  A letter to the editor, signed by (a)-(c) - 2 
(a) 69102103; (b) 70105128; (c) 74102104; "L.R.". of wh~ch the authenticity is In (d )  - 6 
(d) 851 1 1  130 doubt; (b)  a version of one of the 1869-70 

list of right\; (c) a memoir on the amne\ty 
question, printed In pamphlet form b) L e  
No~~rcwrc Motlde under the title L >41ntrrc- 
11c.; and (d)  \everal note\ ol a ni~scellanc- 
ou\ nature written from the prison in 
Regina. 

L 'Opinion P U ~ I I I ~ I I P ,  Montreal 
70102i 19 

Toronro Do11.v Mai l  
85105120 

LA Verite, Quebec 
85106113 

Two poems, one of which ("Grand D~etr,  1 
lor5que tu. . .") resembles one of Riel'\ 
Ieltrc,.\ en ver,  to G.E. Cartier. 

A letter to members of the "Canadian 2 
Party" at Red River asking them to keep 
peace in the Red River community. 

A letter to Clement Vincelette, manager 3 
of the asylum at Beauport, explaining 
Riel's relig~ouh mission. 

Pamphlets: 
L 'umn~stie: MPtnoirr sur 1es c,uu.ws rlec A detailed hi\tory of the background to 2 
troubles du nord-ouesr er rur 1es negoclu- the Red River insurrection, and the nego- 
l ions q u ~  on /  utnene leur ri.glement t ia t~ons  which followed between the Pro- 
utnruble. Montreal: L'imprimerie du v~\ional Government and the Canadian 
Nouveau-Monde, 1874 Government. The printed text is not iden- 

tical to the draft in PC. 
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Le Projet Louis Riel, sous la direction de 1'Universite de I'Alberta prepare une publi- 
cation a la fois volumineuse et etendue de documents sur Louis Riel. Cet apport qui 
prend la forme d'un catalogue collectif de la documentation touchant Riel, est concu 
comme un instrument de recherche provisoire destine aux archivistes et aux chercheurs. 

A Definitive Guide to Early Canadiana Canad'$ 
Canadiana 1867- 1900 Monographs 

I t  IS bemg publ~shed In a COM rn~c ro f~che  e d ~ t ~ o n  
( 4 2 : l  reduction) a t  quarterly intervals over the 
next two years. P r ~ c e  (includes a l l  quarterly 
~ssues and a f ~ n a l  recurnulat~on): $48.00 1n 
Canada, $58.00 elsewhere, payable In 
advance to the Receiver General for 
Canada. 3' 

The first segment of  Canada's national retrospective 
bibliography is now available to subscribers. 

Th~s  major con t r~bu t~on  to  b ~ b l ~ o g r a p h ~ c  control 
and access to earlv and often rare Canad~ana 
. ) \ I 5  ,I:an.,&.~ptir . ~ f  C L ~ I K . I ~  .r,tcre51 p~.b..5nej Y U K O N  H O T E L  

berueen ; bh7 m u  I Y:'.. 11 f c 1 i ~ r e 5  t o,r~pl~,:e 
s.Dl.sgr3pr.i crsrr.pt ons. I . \ ?  c.onr.o .o.\l) 
r u ' n  ..JI 08 .ndcxr%, dn~ .  . n i s r~nn t .m  on u11vrr 
l.5crd jte.#is 'in- .XJINJ. 

(kder from 
. : ~ n x . ~ i  L(:.~?~IJI D.\ .S.311 
C~r,lo~..~ni: firm.-n 
Uat:ondI L or,r\ sf Lanaod 
3 9 5  Uc.l~n;r~n jrrepr 
3 1 1 3 ~ 3 ,  \ b t x ~ J  K. 4 CU- 
Telephone: (613) 997-6200. I + National Library Blbllotheque natlonale 

ot Canada du Canada 




