
Directory of Canadian Theatre Archives. HEATHER MCCALLUM and RUTH PINCOE, 
comps. Halifax: School of Library and Information Studies Occasional Paper 53, Dalhousie 
University, 1992. x, 217 p. ISBN 0-7703-9709-3, ISSN 0318-7403. 

According to one of its compilers, Heather McCallum, the Directory of Canadian Theatre 
Archives aims to "encourage the preservation and use of materials important to the study of 
Canadian theatre history" (v); its publication is certainly an important step towards the achieve- 
ment of this goal. The directory contains over three hundred entries describing record collec- 
tions relating to theatre history that exist in federal, provincial, and city archives, public and 
university libraries, university drama departments, theatre companies, schools and associa- 
tions, museums, and private collections - a broad swath indeed. 

McCallum notes that theatre performance is fleeting in its very nature, and the "fugitive 
records" (iii) - the playbills, programmes, posters, scrapbooks, stage designs, playscripts, 
prompt and stage managers' scripts, audio and video recordings, correspondence, administra- 
tive files, and diaries - that document it are often housed in less than perfect conditions. She 
urges theatres and university drama departments to consider depositing their records in proper 
archives, and she asks collecting institutions to rationalize their resources in order to avoid 
"collections of ill-assorted materials within institutions and within regions." "There should 
be," she argues, "a clear understanding and an established policy among institutions collecting 
in the field as to what is appropriate for each institution to acquire" (v). Good sense, and a very 
good directory. 

George de Zwaan 
National Archives of Canada 

Aboriginal Peoples in the Archives: A Guide to Sources in the Archives of Ontario. JAMES 
MORRISON. Toronto: Archives of Ontario, Ministry of Culture and Communication, 1992. 
129 p. ISBN 0-7729-9839-8. 

This guide is a worthwhile contribution for those persons interested in researching aboriginal 
history and related issues, especially for those examining Native land claims and the recogni- 
tion of treaty and aboriginal rights. It combines references to primary sources available at the 
Archives of Ontario with an abundance of additional information provided in the introduction 
and appendices to assist the user of the guide. 

The descriptions of the records in the guide are categorized according to the nature of the 
record as held within the Archives. These include Government Record Groups, Private Papers 
(set up by "F number"), and "Special Collections," which include Photographic Records and 
Documentary Art, Cartographic Records, Sound and Moving Image Records, Newspapers and 
various rare, printed sources from the Archives of Ontario Library, and finally, Diffusion Mi- 
crofilm. Each entry has a unique number and the following information is provided for each: 
background description, content, finding aid, availability of microfilm, access restrictions and, 
where relevant, copyright information. 

In addition to the detailed descriptions of the collections, the background information pro- 
vided on each of the entries is extensive. It includes a general description of each record group 
linking the creator of the record and aboriginal people, along with supplementary information 
on the history of government in Ontario. The guide provides a framework which assists the 
researcher in putting things in perspective. 

The layout and design of this guide clearly reflects the importance of the documents con- 
cerned and the issues raised by the historical documentation described. 
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This is a useful tool for both the novice researcher and the more experienced researcher 
requiring that specialized knowledge about archival sources. 

Trish Maracle 
National Archives of Canada 

Medical Archives: What They Are and How to Keep Them. BARBARA L. CRAIG. To- 
ronto: Associated Medical Services Inc. and the Hannah Institute for the History of Medicine. 
n.d. 39 p. 

Commissioned by the Hannah Institute for the History of Medicine, this booklet, Medical Ar- 
chives, admirably fulfils its purpose of providing an introduction to archival practice for medi- 
cal researchers and practitioners, as well as institutions and organizations involved in the deliv- 
ery of health care services. Addressing its message to potential donors, the author explains the 
role of medical archives in promoting Canadian medical history, and encourages them to pre- 
serve valuable documents. Craig adapts her message to her audience by using jargon-free 
language and by stressing the benefits, particularly to institutions such as hospitals, of preserv- 
ing the past through good records management and archival practice. To assist the health care 
worker-turned-archivist, Craig explains such fundamentals of archival practice as appraisal, 
access, conservation, and so on. In explaining how to identify documents which have archival 
value, Craig not only provides valuable advice but accompanies it with some interesting illus- 
trations, such as photographs, medical casebooks, and diaries. Medical Archives also includes 
a number of resources for advice and assistance to would-be medical archivists, with a list of 
both provincial and national archives, a short list of recommended readings, and a glossary of 
terms. 

Addressing a plea for the preservation of archival documents to potential creators of medical 
records, and accompanying it with useful advice, Craig's book promotes cooperation between 
archivists and the medical profession. This can only serve to enhance the writing of Canadian 
medical history. 

Dianne Dodd 
National Archives of Canada 

History of Canadian Childhood and Youth: a Bibliography. NEIL SUTHERLAND, JEAN 
BARMAN, and LINDA L. HALE. Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1992. ix, 486 p. ISBN 
0-3 13-28585-3. 

This bibliographical work is part of a two-volume collection that provides listings of published 
Canadian works that are written in English and relate to Canadian childhood. The companion 
volume is entitled Contemporaty Canadian Childhood and Youth: a Bibliography. While the 
first volume contains listing of works that provide an historical perspective of Canadian chil- 
dren, the second consists of a compilation of sources pertaining to contemporary childhood. 

Histoty of Canadian Childhood and Youth includes references to books, monographs, reports 
of government commissions, scholarly and professional articles, and theses. In addition to 
references for historical studies, this work also includes references to publications written by a 
broad amalgam of scholarly and professional groups such as sociologists, anthropologists, po- 
litical scientists, criminologists, health workers, lawyers, and doctors. The articles were drawn 
from 170 Canadian and international journals. Although the majority of the sources included in 
this volume date from the 1960s to the 1980s, there are some references to articles that were 
written as early as the mid-nineteenth century. 


