
Our Contributors

E. Michael Attas is a scientist with Atomic Energy of Canada Limited
(AECL) at its Whiteshell Laboratories in Pinawa, Manitoba. He received his
Ph.D. in archaeology and radiochemistry at McGill University in 1983 and
participated in excavations at Senneville, Quebec, Perakhóra, Greece, and
Sallèles d’Aude, France. His scientific career has spanned over two decades at
AECL and at the National Research Council in Winnipeg. His varied analyti-
cal chemistry research activities have resulted in publications in journals
including Nature, Biospectroscopy, Nuclear Instruments & Methods, and
Journal of Cultural Heritage. Dr. Attas has two “day jobs” at AECL, manag-
ing the Analytical Science Branch and providing quality assurance expertise
to Whiteshell Laboratories staff and projects. In his spare time, he is a board
member of the Deep River Science Academy (Whiteshell Campus), promot-
ing the pleasures of a career in science and engineering to young people.

John M. Dirks has held various archivist positions at the Archives of Ontario
since 1990. Presently, he is the senior archivist in the Economic Development,
Labour and Energy Portfolio, having responsibility for the records of several
government ministries along with private fonds relating to business and
labour. A graduate of Queen’s University at Kingston, Ontario, he completed
his B.A. (Honours) in history and economics in 1986 and his M.A. in history
in 1988. More recently, he graduated in 2002 with a Master of Information
Studies from the University of Toronto, Faculty of Information Studies.

Robert C. Fisher graduated from the University of Toronto with a B.A. in
history and economics in 1988, and from the University of Waterloo with an
M.A. in public history in 1990. He was a historian with the Directorate of His-
tory at the Department of National Defence from 1990 to 1996, where he was
part of a team writing the official history of the Royal Canadian Navy in the
Second World War. Since 1996, he has worked as an archivist in the Social
and Cultural Archives section of Library and Archives Canada, responsible for
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the fonds of individuals and organizations in the area of intellectual life, schol-
arship, education, and religion. His work has appeared in scholarly journals,
including The Mariner’s Mirror, The American Neptune, Canadian Military
History, The Northern Mariner, and in popular magazines, including The Bea-
ver, Family Chronicle, and Legion Magazine.

Jacques Grimard is an associate professor teaching archival sciences at the
École de bibliothéconomie et des sciences de l’information, Université de
Montréal. He is currently undertaking a major research project on program
evaluation in the archival milieu from a theoretical and methodological per-
spective, and is also playing a leading role in the development of the “portail
international archivistique francophone,” aimed at facilitating communication
of archival knowledge among francophone countries. Dr. Grimard’s thirty-
year career has been devoted to the management of archival organizations,
including Library and Archives Canada, the National Archives of Quebec, and
the Centre de recherche en civilisation canadienne-française at the University
of Ottawa. He has lectured extensively at universities and conferences in Can-
ada and internationally. At the national level, he has brought his expertise to
task forces and working groups dealing with key archival issues. At the inter-
national level, he has served as Secretary of the International Conference of
the Round Table on Archives and has chaired several committees of the Inter-
national Council on Archives. He is the author of several books and articles in
history and archival sciences.

Tom Nesmith is an associate professor at the University of Manitoba, and
founder and director of the university’s master’s program in archival studies in
the Department of History. He also served as an associate dean of arts at the
University of Manitoba from January 2001 to June 2004. Prior to joining the
faculty at the University of Manitoba, he was an archivist at Library and
Archives Canada from 1978 to 1990. He was editor of Archivaria from 1984
to 1986 and continues to serve as a member of its editorial board. Among
other editing and publishing activities, he edited and contributed to Canadian
Archival Studies and the Rediscovery of Provenance (1993), a joint publica-
tion of the Association of Canadian Archivists (ACA) and the Society of
American Archivists. He is a member of the ACA’s Education Committee, the
City of Winnipeg Records Committee, and the Saskatchewan Archives Board.
He holds a Ph.D. in Canadian history from Carleton University.

Ellen Scheinberg holds a B.A. (Honours) and an M.A. in history from
Queen’s University. She is currently working on her Ph.D. in history at the
University of Ottawa. Ms. Scheinberg worked as a senior archivist with the
Government Archives Division of Library and Archives Canada from 1990
until the spring of 2000. She spend some time working as an information man-
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agement consultant. She then took a year off, beginning in the spring of 2001,
to undertake research on her thesis, with support from a Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada award. From October 2002 to the
present, she has been the director of the Ontario Jewish Archives. During her
career, she has published articles in the areas of women’s history and archival
studies in various Canadian journals, scholarly magazines, and books, and has
given presentations at archival and historical conferences across the country.

Elizabeth Yakel is an assistant professor at the University of Michigan
School of Information in the Archives and Records Management specializa-
tion. Her current research focuses on access and accessibility to primary
sources and explores the information seeking patterns of researchers and the
design of access systems. She has published in the top archival journals and
her articles include: “The Social Construction of Accountability: Radiologists
and their Recordkeeping Practices” (The Information Society, 2001) and
“Archival Representation” (Archival Science, forthcoming). Dr. Yakel is also
active in the Society of American Archivists where she has served on the gov-
erning Council and was elected Fellow in 1999.
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