
He received h i s  appointment a s  Librar ian ,  Univers i ty  of B r i t i s h  
Columbia i n  1940 and held  t h e  p o s t  u n t i l  t h e  end of 1948, during a  
per iod of  v a s t  expansion i n  t h e  Library and Univers i ty .  

D r .  Lamb was appointed Dominion Archivis t  i n  t h e  f a l l  of 1948, 
and took up t h e  Ottawa pos t  l a t e  i n  t h a t  year. I n  add i t ion  he was 
made responsible  f o r  prepara t ions  leading t o  t h e  establishment of 
t h e  Nat ional  Library.  When t h i s  mater ia l ized,  he was given the  ad- 
d i t i o n a l  appointment of National Librar ian  a s  from 1 January, 1953. 
He c a r r i e d  on t h i s  dual  r o l e  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  1968 when on 21 November 
he l e f t  Ottawa wi th  Mrs. Lamb t o  spend t h e  winter on t h e  Riviera .  
H i s  formal re t i rement  became e f f e c t i v e  on 15 January, 1969. 

During t h e  twenty years  i n  Ottawa, D r .  ~ a m b  made con t r ibu t ions  
of such magnitude t h a t  we w i l l  not  know t h e i r  f u l l  import f o r  many 
years  t o  come. A vigorous, a c t i v e ,  f r i end ly ,  unflappable man, D r .  
Lamb has been hard a t  work i n  r ecen t  months br inging t o  pub l i ca t ion  
s t age  longtime e d i t o r i a l  p r o j e c t s  which he has had t o  s e t  a s ide  from 
time t o  t ime i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of a rch iva l  and l i b r a r y  adminis t ra t ion .  
We can r e j o i c e  i n ,  and f i n d  p r o f i t  from, h i s  "busman's holiday".  

- John Andreassen 

"OTTAWA 1968 - SOME PERSONAL IMPRESSIONS" 

By John Bovey, Provincia l  Archivis t  of  Manitoba 

on t h e  occasion of t h e  Annual Meeting of t h e  Socie ty  of American 
Arch iv i s t s  a t  Ottawa, September 30 - October 2, 1968. 

(NOTE: Because t h e  conference has been repor ted  i n  depth i n  t h e  
American Archivis t ,  a  personal viewpoint was f e l t  t o  be appropr ia te  
here .  Ed. ) 

This meeting of t h e  Socie ty  was t h e  f i r s t  I had ever at tended, 
and I suspect  t h a t  most of t h e  Canadian delegates  were i n  t h e  same 
pos i t ion .  Thus t h e  conference had a  somewhat paradoxical  cha rac te r ,  
f o r  whi le  t h e  major i ty  of American delegates  were s t r a n g e r s  t o  Canada, 
t h e  hos t  Canadians were personal ly  s t r anger s  t o  t h e  v i s i t i n g  organ- 
i z a t i o n .  Perhaps t h i s  f a c t  even contr ibuted t o  a  gene ra l ly  stimula- 
t i n g  and i n t e r e s t i n g  conference. 

My g r e a t e s t  and most l a s t i n g  impression of t h e  event was simply 
t h e  sheer  bigness of t h e  United S t a t e s  of America a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e  number of  American a r c h i v i s t s  present ;  t h e i r  wealth i n  r e spec t  
t o  holdings,  equipment and budgets; t h e  v a r i e t y  and o f t e n  high degree 

- continued on p. 17 



s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  prepared by W. J Barrow al ready need updating. 
There i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Library of Conqress Information 
B u l l e t i n  may c a r r y  supplements i n  f u t u r e  designed t o  serve  a s  a 

1 c lea r ing  house f o r  information i n  t h i s  area .  

I 5. Verner W. Clapp makes t h e  po in t  t h a t  "permanent',' papers and 

i "permanent/durablel' papers a r e  not t h e  same thing.  'I 'Permanent' 
paper is  non a c i d  o r  a lka l ine  paper, b u t  may be very weak - i n  f a c t  
i s  undoubtedly weak. 'permanent/durablel paper i s  a paper which 
combines n e u t r a l  o r  a lka l ine  pH wi th  good s t r eng th .  The f a c t  is  
t h a t  good s t r e n g t h  is necessary f o r  permanence, because t h e  papers 

I w i th  l e s s  s t r e n g t h  d e t e r i o r a t e  t o  zero  j u s t  t h a t  much f a s t e r  than 
I 
I s t rong  papers (see  Permanence/~urabi l i ty  of  t h e  Book page 22 and 
1 Fig.  1). " 
I 

6. I have i n  my f i l e s  a 2 page ana lys i s  of  two Canadian and one 

I U. S. produced ca ta log  card  s tock produced a t  t h e  Abbaye S a i n t  Benoit, 
I St.-Benoit-du-lac, ~ u d b e c .  e n t i t l e d  "Fichiprim ~ r d s e n t e  e t  Analyse 
I T ro i s  Car tes  2 Fiche". 

OTTAWA 1968 continued from p. 8 

of s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of t h e i r  p ro fess iona l  background. While an impres- 
s i v e  number of Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  journeyed t o  Ottawa, they s t i l l  
only  numbered 25 ou t  of a t o t a l  of 330 r e g i s t e r e d  delegates.' 

The Canadian a rch iva l  community seems a l toge the r  more cohesive, 
f ami l i a r  and homogenous than t h e  American one. Canadian a r c h i v i s t s ,  
l i k e  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  of Canadian academics.unti1 very r ecen t  years ,  
a r e  s t i l l  few enough t o  know one another personal ly .  This does not  
seem t o  be t h e  case  "south of t h e  l i n e " .  

From conversations with American de lega tes  I concluded t h a t  
t h e r e  a r e  very wide discrepencies  between t h e  archives  of var ious  
s t a t e s .  The b e s t  may approach super l a t ive  s tandards ,  b u t  those a t  
t h e  bottom of t h e  s c a l e  a r e  undernourished almost t o  t h e  po in t  of 
ex t inc t ion .  The a rch iva l  scene perhaps again r e f l e c t s  aspects  of 
t h e  cu r ren t  poverty c r i s i s  i n  The Great  Republic. By comparison, 
Canadian p rov inc ia l  archives today seem t o  be  r e l a t i v e l y  c lose r  t o  
some median s tandards  of pol icy ,  outlook and s a l a r y  sca le s .  These 
comments, I must emphasize, a r e  conversa t ional  garner ings  and nothing 
more. 

No doubt delegates  t o  every l a r g e  conference which p resen t s  a 
va r i ed  program face  t h e  problem of s e l e c t i n g  which papers o r  work- 
shops they should a t tend.  Cer t a in ly  t h i s  proved t o  be a problem a t  
t h e  S.A.A. Meeting. A t  times, four workshops of almost equal  i n t e r e s t  

- continued on p. 49 
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were scheduled a t  t h e  same hour. Which one t o  chose? The i d e a l  

I 
s o l u t i o n  i s  f o r  each i n s t i t u t i o n  t o  send a four-man (or woman) dele- 
gat ion,  b u t  few Canadian archives  can a f fo rd  t h a t  so lu t ion .  Yet 
again, paradoxically,  t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  small ,  unspecia l ized archives  
simply have t o  be concerned about a wide v a r i e t y  of spec ia l i zed  sub- 
j ec t s ,  such a s  church records ,  bus iness  records,  government records,  
p rese rva t ion  techniques,  automation, o r a l  h i s t o r y  and photography. 
S t a f f  members of l a r g e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  wi th  spec ia l i zed  departments 
perhaps do m t  f e e l  t h e  same compulsion t o  t r y  and take  i n  something 
of everything.  When a conference l i k e  t h a t  of t h e  S.A.A. concludes 
one i s  l e f t  hoping t h a t  t h e  bulk of  t h e  t h r e e  o u t  of  four  papers one 
d i d  not hear may soon be published someplace by someone. 

Personal ly  I found t h e  papers on " spec ia l  s u b j e c t  co l l ec t ions"  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and indeed f r equen t ly  en te r t a in ing .  P a r t i  4 c u l a r l y  s o  was John A. Popplestone, Direc tor  of t h e  Archives of t h e  
His tory  of  American Psychology a t  Akron, Ohio, who descr ibed himself 
a s  " the  a t t i c  keeper of America's mind" ( I )  i f  I remember accura te ly  
and opened an i n t e r e s t i n g  exchange on a c q u i s i t i o n s  po l i cy  and method 
The o the r  t h r e e  speakers,  Howard Applegate of Syracuse Univers i ty  on 
" I n d u s t r i a l  Design Col lec t ion" ,  Tino Balio of t h e  Univers i ty  of W i s -  
consin 'on "Theatre Research Col lec t ion" ,  and Rudolph J. Vecoli on 

; t h e  "Immigration Studies  Collection' '  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Minnesota 

1 a l s o  gave i l l umina t ing  accounts of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and plans .  The 
only  p i t y ,  from t h e  Canadian po in t  of view, was t h a t  "fel low canad- 

I i a n s n  who could have most bene f i t ed  from exposure t o  these  t a l k s  
were not a t tending t h e  conference, e.g., psychologis ts ,  designers,  
t h e  Canadian Manufacturers Association,  r ep resen ta t ives  of t h e  thea- 
t r i c a l  world and t h e  e t h n i c  s o c i e t i e s .  

The workshop on Preservat ion Methods was we l l  presented and I 
found Robert Wagner's paper on t h e  "preservat ion and Restora t ion of 
t h e  American Film Heritage",  which a p t l y  included a f i l m  on t h e  
dangers of o l d  n i t r a t e  stock,  t h e  new machinery f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  
Of damaged f i lm ,  and t h e  production of s a f e t y  f i l m  copies,  par t icu-  

1 l a r l y  infannat ive .  ~n t h e  aftermath of t h i s  p resen ta t ion  it i s  en- 

I Couraging t o  hear t h a t  t h e  publ ic  Archives has begun t o  b u i l d  UP a 
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"We a r e  slowly moving towards a Canadian a rch iva l  methodo- 
logy. We need a teaching base where we can incu lca te  
p ro fess iona l  techniques and a p ro fess iona l  a t t i t u d e .  
This would a t  once s t rengthen t h e  archives  s e c t i o n  and 
immeasurably s t rengthen t h e  a rch iva l  profess ion i n  
Canada". 



c i t e d  can be g r e a t l y  reduced. I do near ly  a l l  the  in te r -  
viewing myself, although i n  t h e  Toronto Press p ro jec t ,  
I hope t o  be able t o  engage a f reelance interviewer o r  
perhaps a graduate s tudent ,  someone who is good a t  in te r -  
viewing, personable, and knows h i s  s t u f f ,  and who can 
take on some of t h a t  work fo r  me. I would pay t h a t  person 
of course. I think t h a t  we would a l l  want t o  h i r e  
interviewers from t i m e  t o  time fo r  spec ia l  p ro jec t s  t o  
g e t  the  exper ts  who have access t o  t h e  respondent and 
perhaps know him and know something about t h e  subject  
already, so  t h a t  they can go r i g h t  i n  t o  t h e  work i n  a 
much b e t t e r  fashion than an a r c h i v i s t  who would have t o  
prepare himself." 

NOTE: Attention i s  drawn t o  A Biblioqraphv on Oral History by 
D. J. Schippers and A. Tusler,  1967, being Miscellaneous 
Publications Number 1 of the  Oral History Association. 

OTTAWA 1968 continued from p. 49 

Canadian Film Archives under the  supervision of M r .  B i l l  Gallaway. 
A good many Canadian archives have extensive p ic tu re  col lect ions ,  
but  few, t o  my knowledge, have y e t  begun t o  c o l l e c t  movins f i lm i n  
s izeable  quan t i t i e s .  

Despite t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  the  general  workshops t h e  sess ions  on 
purely  Canadian subjects  seemed t o  be the  l i v l i e s t  and most bracing 
of t h e  whole cohference. (Or is t h i s  parochialism o r  chauvanism o r  
whatever?) They included "French Canada - The Archival S i tua t ion"  
and "Developments i n  Canadian Business Archives". 

Quebec boasts  the  motto "Je me sauviens", but  the  p a n e l i s t s  and 
t h e  audience a l l  sadly  agreed, without d i s sen t ,  t h a t  the  archival  
s i t u a t i o n  i n  Quebec, i f  not a l l  French Canada, i s  general ly  deplor- 
able. Those present  a t  t h e  workshop were a l s o  t r e a t e d  t o  an exposi- 
t i o n  of M. Laurier Lapierre 's  somewhat novel archival  theor ies .  

The panel on Canadian Business Archives chaired by M r .  James C. 
Bonar opened one of the  f i r s t  general  publ ic  discussions of t h i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  and h i t h e r t o  u n t i l l e d  f i e l d .  I t  was unfortunate t h a t  
Willard I re land,  Provincial  Archivist  of B r i t i s h  Columbia, was unable 
t o  be present  t o  del iver  h i s  scheduled paper. However, John Archer 
of Queen's University ably adapted h i s  remarks t o  survey the  s i tua -  
t i o n  a s  a whole, and stimulated what became t h e  l i v e l i e s t  discussion 
I heard during the  conference; a discussion which nldy indeed be 
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systems o r  i n  becoming a member,should contact  George 
Lawson, Comptroller, Quebec Hospital  Services  Associa- 
t i o n ,  550 Sherbrooke S t r e e t  West, Montreal, P. Q." 

OTTAWA 1968 continued from p. 55 

continued across  t h e  country fo r  some l i t t l e  time t o  corn. May 
Business Archives y e t  prove t o  be t h e  Pandora's Box of  t h e  Canadian 
corporate,  o r  a rch iva l ,  worlds? 

The recen t  add i t ion  of  pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  personnel t o  t h e  Pub l i c  
Archives of Canada became quickly apparent a t  t h e  S.A.A. meeting. 
Has Ottawa, o r  any o the r  Canadian c i t y ,  ever been s o  aware of an 
a rch iva l  conference i n  i t s  midst? The facade of t h e  Chateau Laurier  
was decorated with a "Welcome American Arch iv i s t s "  banner, and t h e  
l o c a l  papers,  thanks t o  t h e  leg-work of  Mr. ~ o b  Roswarn, c a r r i e d  
s t o r i e s  and p i c t u r e s  every day. Perhaps t h e  Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  
should t r y  t o  maintain a s imi la r  degree of exposure whenever they 
meet i n  fu tu re .  

S o c i a l e v e n t s ,  planned and spontaneous, a r e  never t h e  l e a s t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e  of any conference, and s o  it was a t  Ottawa. The 
planning committee d id  an exce l l en t  job of  ar ranging band concer ts ,  
movie f i lms,  t o u r s  of t h e  na t iona l  c a p i t a l  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  new 
Public-Archives Building, t h e  Gatineau H i l l s  ( fo r  l a d i e s  only)  and 
a post-conference expedi t ion  t o  Upper Canada Vi l lage .  

However, a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  Canadian delegates ,  t h e  s o c i a l  event 
of g r e a t e s t  s ign i f i cance  was t h e  October 1st luncheon addressed by 
t h e  Dominion Archivis t .  Dr .  Lamb was introduced by t h e  Sec re ta ry  of 
S t a t e ,  t h e  Hon. Gerard P e l l e t i e r ,  who i n  t h e  course of h i s  remarks 
announced wi th  r e g r e t  t h a t  DK. Lamb would soon be r e t i r i n g .  Thus t h e  
luncheon speech became unexpectedly a va led ic to ry  by t h e  Dominion 
Archivis t ,  although fo r tuna te ly  not the  l a s t  time a r c h i v i s t s  can 
hope t o  hear D r .  Lamb speak. The r ecep t ion  t h a t  same evening before  
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  dinner became an animated b u t  s l i g h t l y  sad  au r evo i r  
p a r t y  f o r  both  D r .  and Mrs. Lamb. None t h e  l e s s  these  two events  
made an important  Canadian occasion ou t  of t h e  1968 Annual Meeting 
of t h e  Socie ty  of  American Archivis ts ,  and they alone would have 
made t h e  journey t o  Ottawa worthwhile f o r  a l l  t h e  canadian delegates .  

- John Bovey 
Prov inc ia l  Archivis t  of Manitoba 




