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A s  immigrants, we decided t o  en te r  Alberta by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
r o u t e  from Europe, t h a t  is  by sea and railway, and f o r  u s  a s  f o r  
so  many thousands of o the r s ,  Quebec became t h e  gateway t o  Canada. 
I th ink  t h i s  i s  an important h i s t o r i c a l  experience,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  
a danger t h a t  those  who t r a v e l  by a i r  may f e e l  t h a t  they a r e  
landing i n  some d i s t a n t  t e r r i t o r y  which is  o u t  of context  wi th  
i t s  surroundings, an i s l a n d  i n  a sea of land.  We were conscious 
of Quebec a s  a most ancient  and b e a u t i f u l  gateway t o  Canada, and 
we w i l l  not  f o r g e t  our very warm welcome on t h e  threshold  by t h e  
Immigration a u t h o r i t i e s .  I n  our journey across  Canada, we soon 
apprecia ted  t h a t  t h e r e  was an  h i s t o r i c a l ,  a s  we l l  a s  a physica l  
d i s t ance  t o  be covered, f o r  a f t e r  a l l ,  even English a r c h i v i s t s  
a r e  h i s t o r i a n s ,  a t  l e a s t  t o  some extent!  

For most immigrants t h e r e  i s  always a problem of language, 
o r  a t  l e a s t  terminology, and I soon found t h a t  I had t o  t r e a d  
war i ly  when us ing tke a rch iva l  terms t o  which I had grown accus- 
tomed. I soon found t h a t  Archives was usua l ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  of a 
r e p o s i t o r y  of  documents and no t  of t h e  documents themselves. I 
would l i k e  t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e  English terminology i s  perhaps a 
l i t t l e  more l o g i c a l  i n  t h i s  respect ,  i f  only  because we have in- 
troduced t h e  term Record Off ice  i n t o  genera l  use,  which enables 
us  t o  r e se rve  t h e  word "?irchives" f o r  adminis t ra t ive  documents of 
a l l  kinds,  and use t h e  desc r ip t ion  "public",  "semi-public", and 
"p r iva te"  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  sub-catagories.  The term 
"manuscript" can then be reserved f o r  documents which a re  hand- 
w r i t t e n  and not  be  forced t o  cover p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  a s  a 
whole. I note  t h a t  Bernard Weilbrenner, i n  an a r t i c l e  on t h e  
Publ ic  Archives o f  Canada, r e f e r s  t o  a proposal  by t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  
Commission f o r  a Canadian publ ic  Record Off ice  i n  1914 as  an 
extens ion t o  t h e  Public ~ r c h i v e s ,  s o  you very narrowly missed t h e  
p e r f e c t  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h i s  thorny problem. 

On r e f l e c t i o n ,  t h i s  term "Record Off ice"  perhaps l i e s  a t  t h e  
h e a r t  of t h e  d i f f e rence  of  outlook on archives  i n  England, and t h i s  
country. Most of t h e  pub l i c  archives of England grew o u t  of t h e  
cour t s  of  law which were a l so  cour t s  of record ,  where t h e  evi -  
dence of pub l i c  t r ansac t ions ,  whether l e g a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  o r  
testamentary,  were f i l e d  and kept a s  a se rv ice  t o  the  community. 
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Thus, t h e  Public Record Office i n  London, which was es tabl ished 
i n  1838 was fo r  many years mainly concerned with t h e  preservat ion 
of t h e  records of the  medieval cour ts  of England, and s i g n i f i -  
cant ly  enough was placed under the  supervision of t h e  Master of 
the  Rol ls  who was the  head of the  Court of Chancery. I t  is  
important t o  remember t h a t  most publ ic  administration i n  England 
stems d i r e c t l y  from the  cour ts  of law, and t h i s  i s  a l so  t r u e  of 
l o c a l  government. Parliament i t s e l f  o r ig ina ted  i n  the  Court of 
the  King (and here we have another i n t e r e s t i n g  associa t ion with  
t h i s  word) and t h e  f u l l  t i t l e  of one of our most venerable 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  is  the  High Court of Parliament. Sometimes an 
o f f i c e  of administration turned i t s e l f  i n t o  a purely l e g a l  cour t  
such as  Chancery, which began as  t h e  p r inc ipa l  executive arm of  
the  Norman Kings. 

Similar ly  t h e  l o c a l  record o f f i c e s  of England based on t h e  
counties and p r inc ipa l  c i t i e s  were s e t  up pr imari ly  t o  preserve 
and arrange the  records of t h e  Courts of Quarter Sessions and 
t h e i r  equivalents.  A l l  these  o f f i c e s  had i n  o r i g i n  one b a s i c  
consideration; i .e.  the  preservat ion or  keeping t h e  publ ic  record 
f o r  the  se rv ice  of the  community. 

The h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n  of h i s  o f f i c e  has g r e a t l y  influenced 
t h e  preoccupations of a r c h i v i s t s  i n  England. Most of h i s  ener- 
g i e s  have been devoted t o  those centur ies  before the  nineteenth 
when the  conduct of law and administration was not  usual ly  sep- 
a r a t e l y  defined, and the  e a r l y  records were given f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  
because t h e r e  was t h i s  ob l iga t ion  t o  maintain t h e i r  exis tence a s  
pub l ic  documents. I should hasten t o  add t h a t  soon a f t e r  t h e  
c rea t ion  of a l o c a l  record o f f i c e  anywhere i n  England, co l l ec t ions  
of  documents from p r i v a t e  sources began t o  pour i n  and were 
given d e t a i l e d  a t t e n t i o n  according t o  t h e i r  meri ts  u n t i l  now the  
bulk of p r i v a t e  co l l ec t ions  may surpass t h a t  from t h e  pub l ic  
sector .  

I would suggest t h a t  the  cumulative a f f e c t  of t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  
has been t o  make English a r c h i v i s t s  more record keepers than his-  
tor ians .  and many would hold t h a t  t h i s  is  the  t r u e  r o l e  of the  
a rch iv i s t .  The records have i n  general been kept most f a i t h f u l l y  
i n  t h i s  sense, but  t h e r e  were times when I f e l t  t h a t  we were a 
l i t t l e  too concerned with the  minutiae of the  records  a t  t h e  
expense of t h e i r  general  h i s t o r i c a l  implications.  The i n t e r e s t s  
of t h e  use r s  of record o f f i c e s  have changed r a d i c a l l y  over t h e  
years but  t o  some ex ten t  the  t r a i n i n g  and d u t i e s  of a r c h i v i s t s  
have not kept pace, fo r  the  h i s t o r i c a l  reasons t h a t  I have 
suggested already. Yet I would maintain t h a t  no one can make 
much of t h e  archives of England unless he is  an h i s to r i an .  We 
a re  not j u s t  manipulators of dead medieval f i l e s .  

Another fac to r  which g r e a t l y  influences the  a rch iv i s t s '  work 

BRITAXN AND CANADA 



is t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  on ly  four  Land R e g i s t r i e s  i n  England cover ing  
a  very  sma l l  p a r t  of  t h e  a r ea  o f  t h e  country.  This  means t h a t  
much of  t h e  a r c h i v i s t s '  time and most of  t h e  r eco rds  accumulated 
from p r i v a t e  sou rces  a r e  concerned wi th  land  t i t l e s  and t h e  
anc i en t  forms of  conveyancing, which a r e  unbel ievably  involved. 
Imagine t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  country where a l l  t h e  Land T i t l e s  
Of f i ce s  were des t royed and t h e  only  evidence o f  occupat ion  was t o  
be  found i n  copies  of documents i n  t h e  hands of t h e  owners of  
p rope r ty ,  o r  t h e i r  a t torneys .  Most Engl i sh  r eco rd  o f f i c e s  a r e  
b u r s t i n g  wi th  t h e  r eco rds  of  land  t i t l e s ,  whose bulk  is  o f t e n  
o u t  of a l l  p ropor t i on  t o  t h e i r  va lue ,  be s ides  be ing  extremely 
l abo r ious  t o  ca ta logue .  

The f a c t  t h a t  land has  not  been r e g i s t e r e d  by  law has meant 
t h a t  much of  t h e  English a r c h i v i s t ' s  s k i l l ,  and because of  h i s  
s k i l l ,  h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  has been d i r e c t e d  t o  problems of l and  t enu re  
and consumed a  g r e a t  amount o f  h i s  time and energy. So, what 
w i th  t h e  r eco rds  of  t h e  c o u r t s  and t h e  accumulation of  t i t l e  
deeds cons t an t ly  chal lenging  him t o  s e t  them i n  order  and i n t e r -  
p r e t  them c o r r e c t l y  f o r  t h e  pub l i c ,  t h e  marvel i s  t h a t  s o  many 
Engl ish  a r c h i v i s t s  have achieved such a  r i c h n e s s  and v a r i e t y  i n  
h i s t o r i c a l  s cho la r sh ip  and a r c h i v a l  i n s i g h t .  Perhaps it i s  t h e  
h i s t o r i a n  i n  them. Again, t h e  accounts and correspondence from 
t h e  g r e a t  landed e s t a t e s  which accompany t h e  t i t l e  deeds a r e  r i c h  
and v a r i e d  b u t  they  r e f l e c t  on ly  t h e  he red i t a ry ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  
conservat ive  governing body i n  England, throwing t h e  t o t a l  sur -  
v iv ing  evidence of s o c i e t y  o u t  of balance.  This  i s  not  t h e  f a u l t  
of  t h e  a r c h i v i s t .  

By c o n t r a s t ,  Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  have, a s  I s e e  it, a  t o t a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  background. The f i r s t  accumulations of p u b l i c  r eco rds  
were made by t h e  provinces  i n  t h e  conduct of t h e i r  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  
t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a r ch ives  which were subsequently formed were no t  
s e t  up p r i m a r i l y  t o  "keep" these documents i n  t h e  Engl ish  t r a d i -  
t i o n  b u t  t o  accumulate t h e  raw m a t e r i a l  of  h i s t o r y .  

The Pub l i c  Archives of  Canada owes its c r e a t i o n  t o  t h e  L i t e r -  
a r y  and H i s t o r i c a l  Soc i e ty  o f  Quebec and Douglas Brymner, a  jour- 
n a l i s t ,  was appointed Arch iv i s t  i n  1872 wi th  " t h r e e  empty rooms 
and very  vague i n s t r u c t i o n s " .  You can s e e  a t  once t h a t  he re  is  
a  t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t  of  depa r tu re  which i s  both  l i m i t i n g  and 
u n f e t t e r e d ;  l i m i t i n g  because t h e  a r c h i v i s t  of  t h a t  t ime had no 
powers t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  many anc i en t  s e r i e s  of doc- 
uments by h i s  be ing  appointed s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  keep them, and un- 
f e t t e r e d  because h i s  terms of r e f e rence  were s o  broad  t h a t  he 
could range i n t o  Europe i n  s ea rch  of  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i n g  
t o  Canada. The g r e a t  microfi lm p r o j e c t  which has  r e s u l t e d  i n  
t h e  copying of s o  much m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Record Of f i ce  and 
Beaver House dur ing  r e c e n t  yea r s  i s  i n  d i r e c t  success ion  t o  t h e  
n ine t een th  century  t r a n s c r i p t s  made i n  P a r i s  and.elsewhere.  A s  
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f a r  a s  X know, t h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  concern f o r  t h e  sou rces  of 
h i s t o r y  i s  not  echoed t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  i n  England, b u t  perhaps 
it i s  because we b e l i e v e  a l l  our h i s t o r y  i s  made a t  home! 

I can now s e e  why t h e r e  i s  an emphasis i n  some Canadian 
r e p o s i t o r i e s  f o r  a r c h i v i s t s  t o  be  p r imar i ly  h i s t o r i a n s  and I 
g r e a t l y  r e s p e c t  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  view, al though not  brought up i n  
q u i t e  t h e  same t r a d i t i o n .  One of  t h e  b a s i c  assumptions of t h i s  
d o c t r i n e  appears t o  be  t h a t  Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  s h a l l  seek o u t  
informat ion  on t h e  r eco rds  of  t h e i r  country wherever they  may be,  
and inform t h e  s tuden t  accordingly.  I n  England, I b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
i s  an over-emphasis p l aced  on t h e  se l f -conta ined  na tu re  of t h e  
r eco rd  o f f i c e  and I have known many a r c h i v i s t s  w i th  t h e  very  
vaguest  knowledge of t h e  conteAts of  r eco rd  o f f i c e s  o t h e r  than  
t h e i r  own, even wi th in  t h e  same c i t y .  The sp l end id  work of  t h e  
Nat ional  Regis ter  o f  Archives i n  London i s  he lp ing  t o  change t h i s  
b u t  t h e  process  i s  a slow one. Yet t h e  time may come when Cana- 
d i a n  a r c h i v i s t s  w i l l  develop a t t i t u d e s  of mind s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  
bred  i n  t h e i r  co l leagues  i n  England a s  t hey  come t o  r ece ive  more 
and more of  t h e  departmental  r eco rds  of government and t h e  c o u r t s  
o f  law. An inc reas ing  amount of  t h e i r  t i m e  w i l l  be spen t  i n  
"keeping" t h e s e  r eco rds  (and des t roying  them) and l e s s  and l e s s  
of it w i l l  be  occupied i n  t h e  s ea rch  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l  wher- 
ever it may be ,  un l e s s  t h e  s t a f f  can  keep pace wi th  t h e  work invo- 
lved. The appointment i n  Ontario of an Archives Liason Off icqr  
r e v e a l s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  development and a p o s s i b l e  so lu t ion .  This  
makes t h e  Union L i s t  of Manuscripts prepared  by t h e  Pub l i c  Archives 
of s p e c i a l  importance a t  t h i s  time. 

The paper which was read  t o  our s e c t i o n  by Professor  Lewis 
H. Thomas f i v e  yea r s  ago, reviewed t h e  machinery of  a r c h i v a l  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  Canada and some of  t h e  problems of i ts  app l i ca t ion .  
S ince  t h a t  da t e ,  s e v e r a l  more s t a t u t e s  have been passed  i n t o  law, 
and it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  most a rchives  have now cons iderable  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  r eco rds  of government, and t h a t  t h e i r  bulk  and 
impersonal na tu re  w i l l  mean t h a t  t h e  r e sea rche r  w i l l  have t o  be  
i nc reas ing ly  aware of  admin i s t r a t i ve  h i s t o r y  and t h a t  t h e  archiv-  
i s t  w i l l  be unable t o  come up wi th  informat ion  on persons  and 
p l aces  which is  more r e a d i l y  obta ined  from reco rds  i n  t b  p r i v a t e  
s e c t o r ,  o r  from t h e  correspondence of  p u b l i c  f i g u r e s .  

This  s h i f t  of emphasis i n  hold ings  of  r eco rds  i n  Canadian 
a r ch ives  may w e l l  have a profound e f f e c t  on h i s to r iog raphy  i n  
Canada, which has  had i t s  coun te rpa r t  i n  England a l ready.  My 
impression is t h a t  Canadian h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  still deeply concerned 
wi th  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  it i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t  
s e r i e s  of correspondence of Prime Min i s t e r s  and o t h e r s  i n  Pub l i c  
Archives of  Canada. Local h i s t o r i a n s  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  concerned 
wi th  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e i r  own l o c a l i t y  which t ends  t o  b e  gener- 
a l l y  b iog raph ica l  i n  na ture ,  and t h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  va luable  
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when impressions of founders of the  communities a re  being recorded 
while they a r e  still al ive .  But a  time w i l l  come when more atten- 
t i o n  w i l l  be paid  t o  adminis t ra t ive  h i s to ry  a s  t h e  po in t  a t  which 
l e g i s l a t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  pol icy became e f fec t ive ,  or  not, as  the  

I casO may be, Much of t h e  ,h is tory of t h i s  country l i e s  wi thin  the  

1 records  of  its administration, e spec ia l ly  a s  t h i s  administration 

i was q u i t e  highly developed even i n  the  e a r l y  years; I am thinking 
here  of  Western Canada i n  pa r t i cu la r .  The counterpar t  of t h i s  

1 movement i n  England may be of some i n t e r e s t  because it was during 
I t h e  l a t t e r  pa* of the nineteenth century t h a t  a  g r e a t  dea l  of  
I work on tnr wm8t i tu t iona l  and p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  of England was 
I accomplished, Based on the  publ icat ion of t h e  Rol ls  Ser ies  of  

Publ ic  Documants and Chroniclea, and the  e a r l y  calendars of t h e  
Publ ic  Rewrd Office. These gaveaway around the  period of the  
f i r s t  World War t o  an intensive  consideration of administrative 
his tory,  both na t iona l ly  and local ly ,  which still continues p a r t l y  
due t o  the  increasing soph is t i ca t ion  of modern administration 
and apprecia t ion of  its problems, and p a r t l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
t h e  records o f  administration a re  becoming more r e a d i l y  avai lable  
i n  record o f f i ces .  

There is, however, a  danger of over-emphasizing the  importance 
of adminis t ra t ive  procedure, which is  r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t ,  Professor 
T. F. Tout, who v i r t u a l l y  founded these  s t u d i e s  with h i s  s i x  
volumes of Chapters i n  Medieval Administrative History has been 
c r i t i c i z e d  a s  tending i n  h i s  l a t e r  volumes t o  w r i t e  a  h i s to ry  of 
England through the  standpoint of administration, which a  c r i t i c  
has s a i d  * i s  r a t h e r  l i k e  t ry ing  t o  command a  warship from the  
stoke-holee. The records of administration a re  arranged i n  such 
a way t h a t  it i s  a l l  too easy t o  w r i t e  a  h i s t o r y  @f t h e  adminis- 
t r a t i o n  o r  adminis t ra t ive  procedure, bu t  t h i s  is n o t  the  same 
th ing  a s  wr i t ing  a  h i s t o r y  of t h e  administration a s  it a f f e c t s  
individuals  o r  ex t rac t ing  information from admninistrative records 
a s  xaw mate r ia l  f o r  o ther  h i s t o r i c a l  projects .  

Because of  h i s  con t ro l  over t h e  preservat ion of  adminis t ra-  
t i v e  records,  the  a r c h i v i s t  has immense influence, on t h e  wr i t ing  
of h i s to r i ans ,  e spec ia l ly  through t h e  suggestion of sub jec t s  f o r  
M.A. and PhD. theses. The tendency nowadays is  f o r  professors  
t o  inqu i re  about s u i t a b l e  sub jec t s  avai lable  i n  t h e  archives, 
r a t h e r  than f o r  s tudents  t o  ask i n i t i a l l y  whether t h e r e  a r e  papers 
r e l a t i n g  t o  a  sub jec t  i n  which they have a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t ,  
W e  should, I think, ensure where possible,  a  balanced use of our 
co l lec t ions  i n  th in  way, although we a l l  know the  temptation t o  
recomaend neat,  self-contained groups of papers on perhapa r a t h e r  
a  l imi ted  sub jec t  whiah seems t o  s u i t  everyoneas convenience. 

I n  England, the  re la t ionsh ip  between the  Publ ic  Record Office 
i n  London, and l o c a l  record off  ices ,  has f o r  many years  been ra the r  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  assess.  The Assis tant  Keepers of t h e  Publ ic  Records 
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are the custodians of the records of central  government, wniah f a r  
surpasses i n  completeness and span those accumulated local lyt  they 
a re  Cdvil Servants who become arch iv is t s  through extensive in- 
service t ra in ing  but I think the difference l i e s  more i n  the  f a c t  
tha t  the  records of the cen t ra l  government d i f f e r  rad ica l ly  i n  
kind from those created locally, and the  Public Record Office has 
ra ther  d i f fe ren t  problems, o r  a t  l e a s t  had u n t i l  recent years. 
Individually, the  s t a f f  have always been most kind and helpful,  
but i n  my own experience, our paths ra re ly  crossed. I think it 
is worth recording t ha t  the  Public Record Office has worked 
closely with London University on the Diploma Course fo r  Archive 
Administration s ince about 1948, and tha t  there has been a good 
deal of r i va l ry  between the University of London and the  univer- 
s i t y  of Liverpool, which ran a similar course more spec i f ica l ly  
re la ted  t o  l oca l  records and the loca l  archivist .  Most of us 'vho 
were a t  Liverpool, and many who were not, f e l t  tha t  t h i a  course 
was i n  many ways be t te r  sui ted t o  our needs. I n  br ie f ,  the at- 
t i t ude  of the  Public Record Office i n  general has been ra ther  
pa t e rna l i s t i c  towards the  loca l  o f f ices ,  though t h i s  is now chan- 
ging. By contrast,  one of my e a r l i e s t  impressions on my a r r i va l  
here was the close and fr iendly relat ionship between the  Provin- 
c i a l  and Public Archives. Dr .  and Mrs. Lamb personally enter- 
tained me and my family during our shor t  a tay i n  Ottawa, and my 
only momenta of apprehension were when my three small an& his- 
terous daughters disappeared out  of s igh t  i n  the Lamb's lovely 
home. I f e e l  tha t  one of the basic  reasons fo r  t h i s  accord may 
l i e  i n  the f a c t  t h a t  the  older provinces antedate the federa l  
government, and government departments were developed i n  a simi- 
l a r  way a t  federal  and provincial level. Besides th i s ,  a s  I 
indicated earlier, '  the Public Archives always had a more outward- 
looking view of its ro le  than its English counterpart. I am sure 
t h i s  relat ionship w i l l  long continue, and w i l l  make possible the 
resolution of cer ta in  problem tha t  might a r i s e  when a professional 
body such as the  doctors o r  archi tects  of Canada might decide t h a t  
they would l i k e  t o  recommend t h a t  the  Public Archives make col- 
l ec t ions  of manuscripts i n  the i r  respective f ie lds .  The preven- 
ance of these manuscripts may well be provincial i n  or igin,  and 
there would be an argument for  retaining them i n  provincial 
archives, but a t  l e a s t  the al ternat ive could be placed c lear ly  
before any organization considering such a project.  I have found 
t h i s  relat ionehip with the Public Archives very helpful when it 
comes t o  considering federal  records which have been passed for  
destruction as of no value from a f e d e ~ a l  point of view being 
retained i n  provincial archives where the provincial i n t e r e s t  
might well be greater and merit the i r  retention. I have never 
so  f a r  heard of a similar approach t o  the Public Record Office 
i n  London on t h i s  matter by ~ n g l i s h  archivis ts ,  although there 
has been a valuable arrangement by which the  records of national- 
ized pr ivate  industry may be retained a t  approved reposi tor ies  
loca l ly j  and ~ r .  Collingridge, the l iason of f icer  of the Public 
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Record O f f i c e  h a s  been  appoin ted  t o  d e a l  w l t h  problems such  a s  
t h e s e ,  showing a  d i s t i n c t  change o f  h e a r t  from a t t i t u d e s  of  some 
y e a r s  back.  

The s e p a r a t i s m  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e  is f u r t h e r  empha- 
s i z e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c a r e ,  arrangement  and p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
inanuscr ip t s  i n  t h e  g r e a t  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  n a t i o n a l  importance 
came w i t h i n  t h e  te rms  o f  r e f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Manuscripts  
Commission and n o t  o f  t h e  O f f i c e .  The e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  Commis- 
s i o n ' s  work was concerned main ly  w i t h  p u b l i s h i n g ,  correspondence,  
and o t h e r  p a p e r s  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  summaries 
o f  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  Muniment Rooms o f  t h e  major l anded  f a m i d i e s  
o f  England, which have f o r  s o  long  been  immersed i n  p o l i t i c a l  
l i f e .  I n . m o r e  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  ~ r c h i v e s  was 
s e t  Up under  t h e  Commission t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  s m a l l e r  
c o l l e c t i o n s  c o v e r i n g  e v e r y  k ind  o f  a r c h i v a l  a c t i v i t y .  The f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e  was never  involved  i n  t h e  work o f  
s e a r c h i n g  o u t  manuscr ip t s  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  l o c a l  o f f i c e s  has  
f u r t h e r  t ended  t o  i s o l a t e  i t  from t h e  main s t r e a m s  o f  a r c h i v a l  
development i n  England. I am very g l a d  t h a t  t h e  Union L i s t  o•’ 
ManuScripts  is  b e i n g  prepared  w i t h i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Arch ives  of  Canada, 
t h u s  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  l i n k s  w i t h  r e p o s i t o r i e s  a t  t h e  
P r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l .  While I am on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  you s h o u l d  know 
t h a t  t h e  P u b l i c  Record O f f i c e  i n  London c l o s e d  d a i l y  a t  4 p.m. 
and weekends, w h i l e  t h e  P.A.C. o f f e r s  round t h e  c l o c k  s e r v i c e .  
I know t h e r e  a r e  good r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ,  b u t  you w i l l  
s e e  How t h e  amateur h i s t o r i a n  h a s  been v i r t u a l l y  exc luded  from t h e  
Round Room i n  t h e  P.R.O. u n l e s s  b l e s s e d  w i t h  a  p r i v a t e  income. I 
would l i k e  t o  pay t r i b u t e  t o  Roger E l l i s ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  His- 
t o r i c a l  Manuscr ip t  Commission and P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  
A t c h i v i s t s ,  a s  t h e  man who more t h a n  any o t h e r  h a s  sought  t o  make 
l o c a l  and c e n t r a l  a r c h i v e s  an i n d i v i s a b l e  e n t i t y  i n  t e rms  o f  our  
p r o f e s s i o n .  I am s u r e  he  w i l l  always b e  remembered f o r  t h i s .  

I suppose t h e  most obvious  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  two coun- 
t r i e s  we a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  l i e s  i n  t h e  t ime  span  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
ev idehce ,  and you may f e e l  t h i s  i s  s o  obvious  a s  n o t  wor th  dwel- 
l i n g  upon. Many people  have asked me how I c a n  p o s s i b l y  f i n d  
i n t e r e s t i n g  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  A l b e r t a  which, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  
d a t e  from t h e  188OCs,  which i s  a  p o i n t  a t  which most  E n g l i s h  
a r c h i v i s t s  b e g i n  t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t r e a d i n g  on t h e  h e e l s  o f  
modern r e c o r d s  managers. The answer i s  t h a t  t h i s  t i m e  span  i s  
p u r e l y  r e l a t i v e .  There is  j u s t  a s  much exc i tement  i n  l o c a t i n g  a  
cache  o f  documents 8 0  y e a r s  o l d  i n  A l b e r t a  a s  t h e r e  is o f  l o c a t -  
i n g  a  box o f  medieval  c h a r t e r s  800 y e a r s  o l d  i n  England; perhaps  
even more s o  s i n c e  t h e s e  c h a r t e r s  a r e  more common t h a n  most people  
imagine,  and probably  c o n t a i n  a  good d e a l  l e s s  in format ion .  But 
t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  o c c u p a t i o n a l l y  is  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  
o f  Western Canada cannot  h e l p  b e i n g  a lmos t  immediately involved  
i n  t h e  problems o f  r e c o r d s  management. The E n g l i s h  a r c h i v i s t  
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enjoys  an embarras de r i c h e s s e ,  and f i n d s  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  become 
e n t h u s i a s t i c  about t h e  r eco rds  c r ea t ed  dur ing  t h e  l a s t  80 yea r s  
o f  an 800 year span. I n  Western Canada, however, t h e  evidence 
of  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s e t t l emen t s  still  l i e  w i t h i n  t h e  f i l e s  of  depar t -  
ments which may be  l o s t  by d e f a u l t  i f  t h e  P rov inc i a l  A r c h i v i s t  i s  
n o t  a c t i v e  i n  s ecu r ing  them. I n  Alber ta  I am most conscious of  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  what may seem a  t r i v i a l  s e t  of  records ,  taken indiv-  
i d u a l l y ,  such a s  t h e  s e r i e s  of c h a t t e l  mortgages i n  c o u r t  houses, 
may provide  informat ion  on c r e d i t  f a c i l i t i e s  and genealogy 
unava i l ab l e  elsewhere,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  c o u r t  house is  i n  a  
r u r a l  a rea ,  which, by t h e  na tu re  of  t h ings ,  w i l l  no t  be  heav i ly  
documented. One must a l s o ,  I th ink ,  bear  i n  mind t h a t  a  
complete run  of t r i v i a l  r eco rds  may f u r n i s h  informat ion  of  va lue  
over and above t h e  sum of t h e i r  t o t a l ,  and t h a t  al though too  
l abo r ious  t o  handle by p r e s e n t  day methods, may be scanned and 
d iges t ed  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  i n  yea r s  t o  come. This  is  not  a  problem 
which f a c e s  t h e  keepers  of  n ine t een th  century  r eco rds  i n  England 
where much more of  a  t r i v i a l  na tu re  can be  s a f e l y  destroyed.  

I t  is s t i m u l a t i n g  and e x h i l e r a t i n g  t o  be fo rced  t o  f a c e  
squa re ly  problems of r eco rd  management and t o  make dec i s ions  on 
r eco rds  d i s p o s a l  a f t e r  cons ider ing  t h e  whole p i c t u r e  of  documen- 
t a r y  s u r v i v a l  i n  a  way which we Engl ish  a r c h i v i s t s  a r e  only  
beginning t o  do. One sees  more and more c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of  
a r c h i v i s t s  and r eco rds  managers is  no t  s imply an an t iqua r i an ,  and 
t h e  r eco rds  manager understands t h a t  t h e  exp lana t ion  f o r  adminis- 
t r a t i v e  change l i e s  always i n  t h e  p a s t ,  whether it is immediate 
o r  l e s s  immediate and t h a t  c o n t i n u i t y  of  r eco rd  should be  main- 
t a i n e d  a s  it pas ses  i n t o  t h e  archives .  

There is  one p o i n t  upon which my impressions a r e  very hazy 
and t h a t  i s  what, i n  t h e  Pub l i c  Record Of f i ce ,  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  
F i f t y  Year Rule, by which documents a r e  not  g e n e r a l l y  made ava i l -  
a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h i n  50 years  of t h e i r  c r ea t ion .  There has  
been a  good d e a l  of  d i s cus s ion  about t h i s  i n  England and I am 
wondering what t h e  r u l e  gene ra l ly  a ~ p l i e d  i n  Canada should be. 
A s  a  l o c a l  a r c h i v i s t  i n  England, I tended t o  use my own judgment 
and r e f e r  t o  t h e  owners of  t h e  r eco rds  when i n  doubt. Perhaps 
t h i s  is  on t h e  whole t h e  b e s t  so lu t ion .  

Because p r o v i n c i a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  government i n  Western 
Canada was c l o s e l y  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  e a r l y  waves of  European 
immigration, and se t t l emen t ,  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  i s  soon confronted  wi th  
t h e  importance and t h e  problem of government pub l i ca t ions .  ~t 
would be  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know t o  what e x t e n t  s e t t l e r s  r e l i e d  on 
t h i s  kind o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  bu t  i n  any case ,  much of  it forms a  
d i s t i l l a t i o n  of po l i cy  and s t a t i s t i c s  no t  , e a s i l y  l oca t ed  e l s e -  
where. For t h e  most p a r t ,  government departments have not  kep t  
f i l e  copies  of t h e i r  pub l i ca t ions  and most s e t s  i n  l e g i s l a t i v e  
l i b r a r i e s  I suspec t  a r e  de fec t ive  i n  many ways. There i s ,  therefore .  
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an important t a sk  before us t o  locate  copies of t h i s  mate r ia l  and 
Alberta has a splendid example t o  follow i n  the  case of Saskat- 
chewan, where a most exhaustive hand-list  has already been produced. 
While recognizing the  value of pr inted annual repor ts ,  I do not  
think t h a t  English a r c h i v i s t s  pay the  same kind of a t t e n t i o n  t o  
the  more ephemeral productions which may be a se r ious  omission i n  
t h e  fu tu re  s ince  a l o t  of these  brochures a re  produced t o  meet a 
s p e c i f i c  demand and a s p e c i f i c  problem. 

I suppose one of the g rea t  g l o r i e s  of Canadian archives l i e s  
i n  t h e i r  splendid and massive photographic co l l ec t ions .  Very 
few repos i to r i es  i n  Br i t a in  have accumulations of t h i s  magnitude 
desp i t e  the l a rge r  number of photographers. Perhaps i t  is  t h a t  
t h e r e  was a genuine wide-spread urge t o  record the  pioneer period 
s ince/- th is  was c l e a r l y  one of the g rea t  epochs i n  North American 
his tory,  and could be seen t o  be s o  a t  the  time. One of the  
problems about h i s to ry  i n  England is  i t s  gradualness. Everything 
changes y e t  seems t o  remain the  same, and it is  gone before we 
r e a l i z e  it. It may be t h a t  these  photographic co l l ec t ions  w i l l  
become the  most pr ized and sought a f t e r  resources i n  the  archives 
of Canada. 

The foundations l a i d  by these  g rea t  co l l ec t ions  must be b u i l t  
upon, and I have the  impression t h a t  most archives a re  busy doing 
t h i s ,  bu t  t h e r e  is  a fu r the r  aspect t o  the  problem of topographi- 
c a l  record. Unt i l  qu i t e  recent  times, the re  has been a s t rong 
t r a d i t i o n  of topographical paint ing by a r t i s t s ,  some of whom are  
extremely good - others  of only f a i r  a b i l i t y ,  but  who were 
)producing works which were of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  f o r  
what they contained. I bel ieve t h a t  the  a r t i s t  can make a s  val id  
a statement about the  bui ldings  or  people he sees  a s  anyone se t -  
t i n g  down the  descr ipt ion i n  words, and t h a t  t h i s  statement w i l l  
i n  many cases enhance a purely photographic record. This is  
hard t o  define,  but  I am convinced t h a t  the  a r t i s t  can express a 
c e r t a i n  a t t i t u d e  of mind toward the  subject  he p a i n t s  i n  the  man- 
ner i n  which he p a i n t s  it, which it i s  important t o  know. The 
t e n d e n q  nowadays is fo r  a g rea t  many a r t  g a l l e r i e s  t o  be pre- 
occupied with  abst ract ion a t  the  expense of much t h a t  is  i n t r i n -  
s i c a l l y  in te res t ing ,  i f  not of g rea t  a r t i s t i c  worth. I s h a l l  
not quar re l  wi th  t h i s  po in t  of view, but  would l i k e  t o  emphasize 
t h a t  it may wel l  be the r o l e  of the  archives t o  continue t h i s  long 
t r a d i t i o n  of  topographical painting, and I am f inding myeelf t h a t  
I cannot ignore t h i s  f i e l d .  I am wel l  aware t h a t  many i m t i t u t i o n e ,  
such as  t h e  Glenbow Foundation have done good work, but  I am no t  
sure  how f u l l y  the  new trends i n  the  a r t  g a l l e r i e s  a re  appreciated 
by archives general ly .  This is a problem which has t o  be faced 
i n  England a s  well. 

F ina l ly ,  I would l i k e  t o  say a word or  two about the  Indian 
population who leave very l i t t l e  that can be c lassed s t r i c t l y  as  
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manuscripts  a p a r t  from a few faded photographs and t h e  remarkable 
Winter Counts which have i n  some c a s e s  been w r i t t e n  up i n  S y l l a b i c s  
For a l l  t h e  a r t i f a c t s  and ceremonial  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  s t i l l  su rv ives ,  
much of t h e  Ind ian  way of  l i f e  may be permanently l o s t  i f  t h e  
background and exp lana t ion  t o  t h e s e  o b j e c t s  i s  no t  recorded i n  
time. I know t h a t  I am t r e a d i n g  p e r i l o u s l y  near t h e  edge of  
anthropology a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  b u t  w i th  s o  few an th ropo log i s t s  ava i l -  
a b l e  I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  must urge and undertake some of 
t h i s  recording.  I n  B r i t a i n  we would d e a r l y  l i k e  t o  know t h e  songs, 
r e l i g i o u s  ceremonial  and t h e  ch ron ic l e s  such a s  t hey  were remem- 
bered by t h e  I r o n  Age f o l k  who inhab i t ed  B r i t a i n  dur ing  t h e  Roman 
occupation.  I had t h e  f o r t u n a t e  exper ience  of  be ing  a b l e  t o  
a s s i s t  a t  a r eco rd ing  of  a  medicine p ipe  bundle t r a n s f e r r a l  l a s t  
year on t h e  Blackfoot  Reserve, and it is an  exper ience  t h a t  I 
s h a l l  no t  f o r g e t .  With s o  much r eco rd  of  Ind ian  a f f a i r s  being 
genera ted  by church and government, it is v i t a l  t h a t  t h e  world 
of  t h e  Ind ian  a s  it i s  b u r i e d  i n  song and ceremony be  preserved,  
f o r  w i t h i n  a gene ra t ion  it may w e l l  become ext inguished forever .  
I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  has  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  ensure  t h a t  a  
proper ba lance  is s t r u c k  between t h e  e a r l i e r  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  
Ind ian  and t h e  l a t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  of  t h e  European, i f  j u s t i c e  i s  t o  
be  done t o  t h e  t r u e  h i s t o r y  o f  Canada. 

I n  conclusion,  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  a r c h i v i s t ,  i n  
bo th  our coun t r i e s ,  is  l i k e l y  t o  undergo a profound change which 
w i l l  i r o n  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between us. The e l e c t r o n i c  scanning 
of  w r i t t e n  r eco rds  perhaps a gene ra t ion  away, w i l l  enable  t he  
a r c h i v i s t  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  pe r sona l  s i d e  o f  government accumulations 
by t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  d e t a i l e d  indexes t o  persons  and p l aces ,  
which a t  p r e s e n t  i s  impossibly l abo r i cus .  This  w i l l  r e d r e s s  t h e  
ba l ance  toward t h e  pe r sona l  a spec t  of  modern r eco rds  which i s  s o  
f a r  l o s t  t o  view. 

A t ime may come when t h e r e  w i l l  be  no more documents produced 
i n  t h e  form we know them today, and even i n  Canada it w i l l  be 
hard  t o  c a l l  a  "manuscript" t h e  magnetic t a p e  gene ra t ed  by a 
p r i v a t e  i nd iv idua l .  More and more t h e  hard  r eco rd  w i l l  come t o  
b e  kep t  on t a p e  and t h e  paper p r in t -ou t  w i l l  be  used malinly f o r  
answering ques t ions .  I am omi t t i ng  cons ide ra t ion  he re  o f  p r i n t e d  
books and l e t t e r  p r e s s  produces by computer, which is no t  primar- 
i l y  our concern. May I conclude wi th  an example of  t h e  way i n  
which t h e  new, gleaming e l e c t r o n i c  world i s  inching  its way i n t o  
a t  l e a s t  one p r o v i n c i a l  r e p o s i t o r y ?  

The Attorney General 's  Department of Alber ta  has s e t  up a 
Cen t r a l  Reg i s t ry  conta in ing  e l e c t r o n i c  microf i lming equipment 
designed t o  handle more than  4,000 documents a month by Miracode, 
which s t a n d s  f o r  Microfilm Information R e t r i e v a l  Access Code. 
The system w i l l  handle c h a t t e l  mortgages, l i e n  notes ,  and s i m i l a r  
documents produced i n  vast , i i , l n t i t i e s ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same time, t h e  
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e a r l i e r  records  i n  t h e  Court House i n  Edmonton a r e  being fi lmed 
and t h e i r  r e t r i e v a l  b u i l t  i n t o  t h i s  modern records  process.  Infor-  
mation can be exchanged on a t e l e x  network and copies of documents 
produces very r ap id ly  a s  required .  I be l i eve  one can see  i n  t h i s  
t h e  beginning of  t h e  end of o r i g i n a l  paper documents, although it 
i s  extremely important t o  make s u r e  t h a t  a proper sample i s  re- 
ta ined.  A Provincia l  S t a t u t e  was obtained t o  enable microfilm 
copy t o  be produced i n  cour t s  of law as evidence, and t h i s  des t roys  
one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  and ancient  reasons f o r  keeping l e g a l  records.  
I r e a l i z e  t h a t  none of  these  techniques a r e  new, b u t  t h e  increase  
i n  automation and speed a t  which answers t o  ques t ions  may be ob- 
t a i n e d  i s  a matter  t h a t  we should ponder well .  I can almost (but 
not  q u i t e )  fo resee  a time when records  and manuscripts which have 
survived i n  t h e  form we know them today w i l l  have been e l ec t ron i -  
c a l l y  drained of  t h e i r  information t o  become mere a r t i f a c t s  of 
i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e i r  t ex tu re ,  form and colour. They may provide a 
valuable  v i s u a l  experience, b u t  w i l l  no longer conta in  any new 
f a c t s  f o r  t h e  h i s to r i an .  The problem of s to rage  space w i l l  d is -  
appear a s  t h e  information d i s t i l l e d  from a hundred years  of  admin- 
i s t r a t i o n  is  packed wi th in  t h e  confines of one f i l i n g  cabinet .  
Binary b i t s  can now be etched on t o  t ape  by l a s e r  beam wi th in  a 
f r a c t i o n  of t h e  space occupied by t h e  magnetic method! I expect 
t h a t  s e v e r a l  such b i t s  would s i t  on t h e  p o i n t  of  a needle bu t  
these  l a t t e r  day angels have t h e  power t o  banish i n t o  limbo t h e  
s t e e l  s h e l f ,  t h e  car'dboard box, t h e  f i l e s ,  bundles and packages, 
and even ourse lves  a s  a profess ion,  unless  we encourage our 
successors  t o  master t h i s  new technology and continue t o  "keep 
t h e  record"  as we have always done. 

May I t u r n  from t h i s  Orwellian nightmare t o  glance a t  my 
f a v o r i t e  keeper of records  - William Prynne (1600 - 1669), very 
much an a r c h i v i s t ,  although he f lou r i shed  t h r e e  hundred years  
before  t h e  word was coined, and a man who would be q u i t e  a t  home 
i n  our company. I introduce him as  a wi tness  t o  t h e  a n t i q u i t y  
of our profess ion s i n c e  we have been s o  busy renewing ourse lves  
of l a t e  t h a t  we have almost fo rgo t t en  those predecessors who have 
been th inking a rch iva l ly  f o r  cen tu r i e s  and f i g h t i n g  i n  t h e  same 
kind of b a t t l e s  a s  ourselves.  

William Prynne spen t  t h e  g rea te r  p a r t  of  h i s  working l i f e  a s  
a p o l i t i c i a n  and was one of t h e  most success fu l  w r i t e r s  of  Pam- 
p h l e t s  and t r a c t s  i n  h i s  day. I f  he was a l i v e  now we would 
probably c a l l  him a j o u r n a l i s t  and I would l i k e  t o  remind you 
t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  Dominion Archivis t  of  Canada p rac t i ced  t h e  same 
profess ion.  A s  an ind ica t ion  of h i s  success between 1634 and 
1636, t h e  Establishment marked its disapproval by f i n i n g  him 
$15,000, cropping h i s  e a r s  i n  t h e  p i l l o r y  and branding him wi th  
t h e  l e t t e r s  S L ( fo r  s e d i t i o u s  l i b e l l e r )  on both cheeks. We 
can only  assume t h a t  he was somewhat mellowed by age s i n c e  he  
was appointed Keeper of t h e  Records i n  the  Tower of London s h o r t l y  
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a f t e r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h e  monarchy i n  1660. John Aubrey t e l l s  
u s  t h a t ,  " h i s  manner o f  s tudy was t h i s :  he  wore a long q u i l t  cap 
which came two o r  t h r e e  inches  a t  l e a s t  over h i s  eyes which served  
him a s  an umbrella t o  defend h i s  eyes  from t h e  l i g h t t  about every  
t h r e e  hours h i s  man was t o  b r i n g  him a r o l l  and a p o t  o f  a l e  t o  
r e f o c i l l a t e  h i s  wasted s p i r i t s 1  s o  he  s t u d i e d  and drank and 
munched some breads t h i s  maintained him till n i g h t  and then  he made 
a good supper ." 

After  a while,  l i k e  a l l  good a r c h i v i s t s ,  he submitted h i s  
r e p o r t  on t h e  s t a t e  of  t h e  r eco rds  which he  s ays  "through neg l i -  
gence, nesc ience  and s l o a t h f u l n e s s  had f o r  many yea r s  t hen  p a s t  
layen  bu r i ed  toge the r  i n  one confused chaos under o ~ r r o d i n g  
p u t r i f y i n g  cobwebs, d u s t  and f i l t h  i n  t h e  da rkes t  co rne r s  of  
Caesar 's  Chapel i n  t h e  White Tower...I employed some s o l d i e r s  
and women t o  remove and c leanse  them from t h e i r  f i l t h i n e s s ;  who 
soon growing weary o f  t h i s  noisome work l e f t  them almost  a s  f o u l  
a s  they  found them. Whereupon I and my c l e r k s  spen t  many whole 

i days i n  c l eans ing  and s o r t i n g  them i n t o  d i s t i n c t  confused heaps 
i n  order  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  reducement i n t o  method, t h e  o l d  c l e r k s  1 of t h e  o f f i c e  be ing  unwi l l ing  t o  touch them f o r  f e a r  of  endangering 
t h e i r  e y e s i g h t s  and h e a l t h s  by t h e  cankerous d u s t  and e v i l  scent . "  

I 
You can s e e  t h a t  he  was a man of  unquenchable s p i r i t  and enthusiasm 
who had no t  l o s t  h i s  g i f t  f o r  t h e  t e l l i n g  p h r a s e - a t  a t ime when 
t h e  ca ree r  of  a r c h i v i s t  was no t  a s  r e s p e c t a b l e  as8;is today. We 
may no t  have t o  cope wi th  London grime of  t h e  seventeenth  century  
b u t  t hose  " d i s t i n c t  confused heaps" a r e  very  f a m i l i a r .  l 

I 
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"Motion p i c t u r e s  made be fo re  t h e  days of  ' s a f e t y  f i l m '  d e t e r i -  
o r a t e  a t  vary ing  r a t e s  and can prove extremely hazardous t o  persons 
and proper ty .  

"Suspect motion p i c t u r e s ,  f i l m  s t r i p s ,  e t c . ,  a r e  t hose  on 16 mrn. 
f i l m  developed be fo re  1927 and some Russian-produced 16 mm. f i l m s  
produced through 1930. Also suspec t  a r e  t hose  motion p i c t u r e  f i l m s  
developed on  35 mm. f i l m  through 1953." 

- From a McGill Un ive r s i t y  in ter -depar tmenta l  memorandum by John 
Andreassen. 

'This  paper was r ead  be fo re  t h e  Archives Sect ion ,  Canadian 
H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion ,  meeting a t  c a r l e t o n  Un ive r s i t y  i n  1967. 
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