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D r .  Kaye Lamb i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  p a n e l i s t s  and then  s a i d :  

It may be  h e l p f u l  and save  a  good d e a l  o f  t ime i f  I mention some of  
t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o i n t s  t h a t  w i l l  be  o f  most i n t e r e s t  t o  one o r  o t h e r  o f  our  
speakers .  L e t  u s  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  premise t h a t  wel l -def ined  p o l i c i e s  would 
encourage t h e  grouping of  r e l a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  source  m a t e r i a l  i n  one p l a c e  
and avoid  compet i t ion .  

I f  p o l i c i e s  were w e l l  d e f i n e d ,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  cou ld  be  o f  g r e a t  a s s i s -  
t a n c e  t o  one another  by  a l e r t i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  t o  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  respec-  
t i v e  f i e l d s .  I f e e l ,  too ,  t h a t  wel l -def ined  c o l l e c t i o n s  and c o l l e c t i n g  
p o l i c i e s  would be  much more l i k e l y  t o  a t t r a c t  h e l p  from founda t ions  and 
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h a t  k ind  t h a n  a  s p o r a d i c  k i n d  o f  h i t  and m i s s ,  
c a t c h  a s  c a t c h  can, a c q u i s i t i o n s  p lan .  Never the less ,  even i f  we succeeded 
i n  s e t t i n g  up wel l -def ined  p o l i c i e s  a l l  over  t h e  count ry ,  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
t h i n g s  t h a t  we may a s  w e l l  r e c o g n i z e  r i g h t  from t h e  s t a r t  which m u l d  t e n d  
t o  u p s e t  such  a  p o l i c y .  

There i s  t h e  m a t t e r ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s .  I have 
on my r i g h t  h e r e  M r .  A l l a n  Turner ,  t h e  A r c h i v i s t  of  t h e  Province o f  Sas- 
katchewan. I was f o r  y e a r s  a r c h i v i s t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government, and we 
had a  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  over  t h e  p a p e r s  of  such a  man a s  Jimmy Gard iner .  
He was premier  o f  t h e  Prov ince  of  Saskatchewan, and l a t e r ,  M i n i s t e r  o f  
A g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  a  long  p e r i o d  o f  t ime ,  a  very  impor tan t  F e d e r a l  f i g u r e ,  a  
very  impor tan t  P r o v i n c i a l  f i g u r e .  Where should  t h e  Gardiner  p a p e r s  be?  
We b o t h  have i n t e r e s t s .  

Secondly, t h e r e  is  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  m a t e r i a l s .  I f e e l  
t h i s  should  t o  some e x t e n t  b e  a  de te rmin ing  f a c t o r  i n  d e c i d i n g  where t h e y  
a r e  t o  go. I ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  f e e l  t h a t  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  of  a  government 
should  most d e c i d e d l y  go i n t o  t h e  cus tody  o f  t h e  a r c h i v a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  of  
t h a t  government. And I f e e l ,  t o o ,  t h a t  t h e  p a p e r s  o f  t h e  major p o l i t i c a l  
f i g u r e s  who have been concerned i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h a t  government, 
F e d e r a l  Prime M i n i s t e r s  f o r  example, should  by  and l a r g e ,  where p o s s i b l e ,  
go t o  t h e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  concerned. 

Our p l a n  could  a l s o  b e  u p s e t  by one of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  concerned. 
An i n s t i t u t i o n  may have a  p e r f e c t l y  wel l -def ined  p o l i c y  which it does n o t  
a c t i v e l y  pursue ,  and a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h i n g s  may go by d e f a u l t .  

There may be  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  l a c k  o f  money. The a p p r o p r i a t e  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  may no t  have money t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  m a t e r i a l s  it should  have l o g i c a l l y ;  
and nowadays, t h i s  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  impor tan t ,  because,  a s  we a l l  know, 
more and more a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  t u r n i n g  themselves i n t o  c a s h  v a l u e s ;  
and thanks  t o  So theby ' s  and o t h e r  people,  cash  v a l u e s  a r e  s o a r i n g  a t  a  
q u l t e  f a n t a s t i c  r a t e .  

We must a l s o  reckon  w i t h  t h e  p e r s o n a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  of  t h e  person  who 
owns a  c o l l e c t i o n  t h a t  we would l i k e  t o  have. The person  may f o r  some 
reason  p r e f e r  t o  p u t  it i n  i n s t i t u t i o n  "B" i n s t e a d  of  i n s t i t u t i o n  "A", 



where we would p r e f e r  t o  s e e  it go. 

And t h e n  t h e r e  i s  t h e  m a t t e r  t h a t  I t h i n k  we must n o t e  q u i t e  f r a n k l y  
today  - t h e  m a t t e r  o f  compet i t ion .  ~t can come from a  v a r i e t y  of  s o u r c e s ,  
even i n c l u d i n g  an a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  c o l l e c t s  a g g r e s s i v e l y ,  regard-  
l e s s  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o t h e r s  - and I could  c i t e  some i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h a t  
k ind .  

There i s  compet i t ion  from t h e  wea l thy  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r ,  who j u s t  p i c k s  
up what i n t e r e s t s  him, r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  l o g i c  o f  t h e  m a t t e r .  I do n o t  
want, i n  t h e  l e a s t ,  t o  b e l i t t l e  t h e  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r ;  what concerns u s  a r e  
t h e  mot ives  and long-term p l a n  t h a t  govern h i s  c o l l e c t i n g .  I f  a  man i s  
c o l l e c t i n g  a  volume o f  m a t e r i a l  and he  h a s  an i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  mind, t h a t  i s  
f i n e .  And i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  I have known one o r  two c o l l e c t o r s  who made it 
q u i t e  c l e a r  from t h e  s t a r t  t h a t  t h e y  were go ing  t o  l e a v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  
t h e i r  w i l l s  f o r  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  t o  be  d i s p e r s e d ,  t h e  f e e l i n g  be ing ,  
' I ' v e  had a  l o t  o f  f u n  c o l l e c t i n g  t h i s ;  I want somebody e l s e  of  t h e  nex t  
g e n e r a t i o n  t o  have some f u n  t o o ' .  Then t h e r e  is  something t h a t  we have 
encounte red  more and more r e c e n t l y  - c o m p e t i t i o n  from non-archival  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s ;  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  from u n i v e r s i t i e s  and sometimes one o r  two o f  t h e  
l a r g e r  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s .  And t h i s  compet i t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from t h e  
u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  has  been impor tan t  t o  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  
because u n i v e r s i t y  l i b r a r i e s ,  by and l a r g e ,  have had more money a v a i l a b l e  
t h a n  t h e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  - much more money t h a n  t h e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s .  

And t h e n  f i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  compet i t ion  from o u t s i d e  Canada. We 
a l l  know o f  a  number o f  t h i n g s  t h a t  we would have l i k e d  t o  s e e  remain i n  
Canada which have migra ted ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  We have 
a l l  noted t h e  tendency t o  a u c t i o n  Canadian m a t e r i a l s  i n  London, and London 
i s  o n l y  t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  a  halfway house t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n s t e a d  o f  t o  
Canada. 

Now, t h e  q u e s t i o n  we must ponder is  whether ,  i n  view o f  a l l  t h e s e  
d i s r u p t i n g  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  which we must recognize ,  a  p l a n  o r  
p o l i c y  i s  f e a s i b l e  o r  whether we a r e  s imply t a l k i n g  about  something t h a t  
i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e  and must j u s t  c o n t i n u e  t h e  o l d  game of g rabbing  what 
you may. 

I n  conc lus ion ,  t h e r e  is  one a s p e c t  t h a t  I t h i n k  i s  very impor tan t  i n  
t h i s  whole r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  and I t h i n k  we should  hear  something about  i t ,  
and t h a t  i s  t h e r e  should  be,  most e m p h a t i c a l l y  t h e r e  should  be ,  recognized  
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t h a t  an i n s t i t u t i o n  should  have t o  meet b e f o r e  it can l e g i t -  
i m a t e l y  b e g i n  t o  c o l l e c t  manuscr ip t s  and a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s .  And I t h i n k  
t h o s e  b a s i c  e s s e n t i a l s  can b e  summed up under f o u r  headings.  They must 
have a p p r o p r i a t e  p h y s i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  I do no t  t h i n k  an i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  
any b u s i n e s s  c o l l e c t i n g  m a t e r i a l s  and p u t t i n g  them i n  a  f i r e - t r a p .  They 
must b e  prepared  t o  g i v e  r e a s o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a c c e s s  and use  - t h e y  
must n o t  g e t  p o s s e s s i o n  and j u s t  t a k e  d e l i g h t  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  and no t  make 
m a t e r i a l s  a v a i l a b l e .  And f i n a l l y ,  t h e y  must have some assurance  of  long- 
t e rm i n t e r e s t  - and t h i s ,  I t h i n k ,  i s  s p e c i a l l y  impor tan t ;  it is t h e  b a s i c  
t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  whose b a s i c  purpose i s  a n  a r c h i v a l  
purpose,  should  be  a b l e  t o  o f f e r .  The i r  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  
t h r e a t e n e d  by p o l i c y  whims and f i n a n c i a l  squeezes .  

[The paper  o f  each p a n e l i s t  i s  p r i n t e d  below i n  o r d e r  of  speak ing . ]  



Bernard Weilbrenner ,  P u b l i c  Archives of  Canada 

The g o a l  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives o f  Canada i s  t o  assemble and p l a c e  a t  
t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government and t h e  p u b l i c  a s  complete a c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of  o r i g i n a l  documents, o r  c o p i e s  o f  such  o r i g i n a l  documents, o f  
every  k ind  and d e s c r i p t i o n ,  which w i l l  be  u s e f u l  s o u r c e s  f o r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  
t h e  development of  t h e  count ry .  

There a r e ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  what can be  done, by r e a s o n  of  
space ,  s t a f f  and monies a v a i l a b l e .  

There a r e  a l s o  l i m i t a t i o n s  because of  t h e  f e d e r a l  system o f  govern- 
ment. Documents p r i m a r i l y  o f  l o c a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  i n t e r e s t  should  no t  b e  
a c q u i r e d  by t h e  PAC, b u t  by p r o v i n c i a l  o r  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  But t h e  PAC 
has d e v i a t e d  from t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i n  t h e  p a s t  i n  two ways: it has  a c t e d  
a s  a l o c a l  d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e  Ottawa r e g i o n ,  and it h a s  a c q u i r e d  documents 
which, i n  t h e  absence of  s u i t a b l e  d e p o s i t o r i e s ,  might w e l l  have been 
des t royed .  

Never the less ,  t h e  PAC have a l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  documents which 
show t h e  e a r l y  development o f  t h e  count ry ,  even i f  t h e y  r e f e r  t o  s e t t l e -  
ments limited i n  scope and encompassing s m a l l  a r e a s .  

A s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  of  t h e  f e d e r a l  government, t h e  PAC have a f i r s t  
d u t y  towards t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  crown 
c o r p o r a t i o n s  and i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  I t  i s  a n a t u r a l  c o r o l l a r y  t h a t  i t  should 
complete t h e s e  o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  w i t h  documents from p r i v a t e  s o u r c e s  which 
would permi t  a more complete  and more a c c u r a t e  unders tand ing  of  t h e  p o l i -  
c i e s  and o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  government. The PAC t h e n ,  have a g r e a t  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have made a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  
working of  t h e  f e d e r a l  government, e i t h e r  i n  e l e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o r  a s  
p u b l i c  s e r v a n t s .  

But t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  PAC a r e  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  p a p e r s  c l o s e l y  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  government. I n s t i t u t i o n s  and persons  n o t  d i r e c t l y  
connected w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  f e d e r a l  government o r  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  may have 
had an impact on t h e  whole count ry  o r  on a l a r g e  s e c t o r  of  Canada. They 
may b e  i n  s e v e r a l  f i e l d s  o f  a c t i v i t y :  f i n a n c e ,  b u s i n e s s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  lit- 
e r a t u r e  o r  t h e  a r t s .  The i r  r e c o r d s  a r e  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i -  
t a g e  of  Canada, n o t  o f  a r e g i o n  o r  a p rov ince .  

I n  t h e  f i e l d  of  commercial c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives i s  n o t  
i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  a c q u i r e  a l l  such  r e c o r d s  i n  Canada. i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  
Crown c o r p o r a t i o n s  r k c o r d s  such  a s  CNR, A i r  Canada, t h e  PAC have a c q u i r e d  
r e c o r d s  of  t h e  ~ u d s o n ' s  Bay, o f  banking i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and o t h e r  companies 
o p e r a t i n g  a l l  a c r o s s  t h e  count ry ,  it would a l s o  l i k e  t o  s e e  a s e l e c t i v e  
sample o f  each t y p e  of  i n d u s t r i a l  and commercial e n t e r p r i s e s  d e p o s i t e d  
t h e r e .  

We must admit  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f r e q u e n t  c a s e s  where d i f f e r e n c e s  of  
o p i n i o n  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  a r i s e  a , s  t o  t h e  l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t o r y .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  
i n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  a compromise be reached ,  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  documents be  
k e p t  i n  one p l a c e ,  and t h a t  a photographic  copy be prov ided  f o r  t h e  o t h e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  hav ing  a l e g i t i m a t e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  docu- 
ments. 



The PAC r e a l i z e  t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  d e s i r e s  of t h e  p rov inc i a l  a rchives  t o  
have, a t  t h e  d i sposa l  of  t h e  pub l i c  of t h e  province,  a s  complete a s  poss i -  
b l e  a  c o l l e c t i o n  of documents r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e i r  own province. The PAC w i l l  
endeavour t o  accommodate, a s  we l l  a s  they  can, t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives by 
providing copies of t h e  o f f i c i a l  and p r i v a t e  papers t h a t  they  possess,  and 
t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  goals  of t h e  p rov inc i a l  a rchives .  I n  r e t u r n ,  t h e  PAC w i l l  
expect  t h e  p rov inc i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  r e c i p r o c a t e  by g iv ing  t o  t h e  PAC 
copies  of ma te r i a l  of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  country a s  a  whole. 

There i s  probably p lace ,  i n  a  country a s  l a r g e  a s  ours ,  f o r  r eg iona l  
o r  l o c a l  a rchives  i n  add i t i on  t o  f e d e r a l  and p rov inc i a l  ones. 

The f a c t  i s  t h a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  have been ac- 
t i v e  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  of documents. 

I n  my opinion,  t he se  i n s t i t u t i o n s  should not  compete wi th  f e d e r a l  and 
p rov inc i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  but  a c t  a s  r e g i o n a l  o r  l o c a l  a rchives .  

Looking a t  t h e  fu tu re ,  I would recommend f o r  t h e  whole country what I 
recommended some years  ago f o r  t h e  Province of Quebec; t h a t  is  t o  say, t h e  
s e t t i n g  up, i n  each of t he  l a r g e  provinces,  of a  network of r eg iona l  
a rchives ,  we l l  equipped and proper ly  s t a f f e d ,  which would l d e a l l y  work i f  
not  under t h e  con t ro l  o f ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  c lo se  l i a i s o n  wich, t h e  provincial 
archives ,  and i n  co l l abo ra t ion  of  t he  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  where a  g r e a t  number 
of  a rchives  u se r s  a r e  loca ted .  They could probably amalgamate e x i s t i n g  
l o c a l  a rchives .  

This network could be used f o r  t h e  loans ,  between institutions, of 
photocopies of t he  important  s e r i e s  of documents preserved i n  f e d e r a l ,  
p rov inc i a l  or  o ther  r eg iona l  a rchives .  The Publ ic  Archives of Canada has 
been t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  microfi lm important  po r t i ons  of i t s  records  and manu- 
s c r i p t s ,  and i n t e r l i b r a r y  loans  of t he se  i s  expanding continuously.  

With the cons tant ly  improving systems of communications and copying, 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t he  o r i g i n a l s  w i l l  be l e s s  and l e s s  important ,  provided 
t h a t  t h e  documents a r e  gene ra l ly  a v a i l a b l e  t o  r e sea rche r s  l n  t h e  form of 
f ac s imi l e s  o r  photocopies. 

Donald MCOuat, Archives of Ontario 

A s  a  P rov inc i a l  Arch iv i s t ,  I approach t h e  above sub jec t  with some 
t r e p i d a t i o n ,  s ince  I note those  p re sen t  inc lude  u n i v e r s i t y  and municipal  
l i b r a r i a n s ,  museum cu ra to r s ,  execut ive  members of h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  
and o ther  persons whose agencies i n  vary ing  degrees seek out  and acqui re  
unpublished records  and manuscripts  of  h i s t o r i c a l  and o ther  research  s ig -  
n i f i cance .  I n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of sheer s e l f -p re se rva t ion ,  I must s t a r t  wi th  
t h e  d isc la imer  t h a t  I am only s e t t i n g  f o r t h  c e r t a i n  very genera l  p r i n c i p l e s  
i n  which I (and I th ink  some other  Arch iv i s t s )  be l i eve .  

I may perhaps be ove r - s t a t i ng  t h e  case  i n  de f in ing  t h e  i d e a l ,  and I 
f u l l y  recognize t h e  many exceptions which occur w i th  r e spec t  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  
acqu i s i t i ons .  For example, v a l i d  exceptions might include:  documents 
r e l a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  concerned o r  of i n t e r e s t  s o l e l y  t o  
a  l o c a l  community; documents which t h e  donor may be unwi l l ing  t o  g ive  t o  an 



i n s t i t u t i o n  o u t s i d e  h i s  m u n i c i p a l i t y ;  documents which r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  a  
l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  a l r e a d y  s t o r e d  i n  a  r e g i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ;  o r  a  l a r g e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  of  documents which t h e  c e n t r a l  d e p o s i t o r y  might be  u n w i l l i n g  t o  
p r e s e r v e  ' i n  t o t o ' .  Moreover, f o r  t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  b r i e f  e x p o s i t i o n ,  I 
w i l l  no t  go i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  what i n s t i t u t i o n s  should  be  b u i l d i n g  up 
s p e c i a l i z e d  d e p o s i t o r i e s ,  such a s  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  b u s i n e s s  Archives,  s c i e n -  
t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  Archives,  l i t e r a r y  Archives,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  Archives and s o  
on. Nei ther  w i l l  I a t t e m p t  t o  go i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  v e r s u s  
p r o v i n c i a l  Arch ives '  a c q u i s i t i o n  p o l i c i e s  which, i n  any c a s e ,  i s  i n  my 
exper ience  a  m a t t e r  o f  l e s s  urgency and more open t o  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  
and compromises. I presume t h a t  my most l o g i c a l  and informed approach i s  
t o  cons ider  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  p o l i c i e s  w i t h  which I am most f a m i l i a r ;  namely, 
t h o s e  of  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Arch ives  v i s -2-v i s  t h e  r e g i o n a l  and l o c a l  depos i -  
t o r i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  prov ince .  

Most P r o v i n c i a l  Archives i n  Canada have a  d u a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i -  
t i o n s  f i e l d .  Under t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  which e s t a b l i s h e d  them, t h e y  a r e  
r e q u i r e d  t o  a c q u i r e  f o r  permanent p r e s e r v a t i o n  a l l  t h e  r e c o r d s  of  endur ing  
r e s e a r c h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e i r  l e g i s l a t u r e s  o r  o f  any agency of  t h e  p rov i -  
n c i a l  government. Secondly,  t h e y  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  a c q u i r e ,  th rough  dona- 
t i o n  o r  purchase  whenever p o s s i b l e ,  any non-published r e c o r d s  o r  manusc- 
r i p t s  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e i r  p rov ince  o r  i t s  
r e g i o n s .  ( I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  O n t a r i o ,  p a r t i c u l a r  mention is  made t o  munic ipa l  
r e c o r d s . )  T h i s  is a  very  broad  f i e l d ,  b u t  most r e l e v a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  c e r -  
t a i n l y  env isaged  t h a t  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives would be  a  major ( i f  n o t  t h e  
major)  d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  t h e  more s i g n i f i c a n t  unpublished documentary m a t e r i a l  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  p rov ince .  A t  t h e  back o f  t h i s  ph i losophy  
was t h e  thought  t h a t  s c h o l a r l y  r e s e a r c h  i n  most i n s t a n c e s  would be  f a c i l i -  
t a t e d  i f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  documents of  pr imary r e s e a r c h  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
i n  t h a t  p rov ince  were c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  one l o c a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  fragmented i n  
many d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n a l  d e p o s i t o r i e s .  With a  number o f  excep t ions  and 
m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h i s  approach has  m e r i t  and t h e  advent  
of  microf i lming  and o t h e r  methods of  photocopying h a s  l e s s e n e d  t h e  impact 
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i o n ;  namely, t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  imposed on c e r t a i n  
r e s e a r c h e r s  working i n  a r e a s  f a r  removed from t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives.  

However, I am s u r e  t h a t  many manuscript  c u s t o d i a n s  w i l l  not  a g r e e  and 
a  s t r o n g  c a s e  can p o s s i b l y  b e  made f o r  a  more d i s p e r s e d  and l o c a l i z e d  
approach t o  manuscr ip t  c o l l e c t i n g  even i n  t h o s e  f i e l d s  i n  which t h e  Provi-  
n c i a l  Archives a l r e a d y  has  major h o l d i n g s .  Gran t ing  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
above r e g i o n a l  d e p o s i t o r y  t h e s i s ,  t h e r e  i s  one e s s e n t i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i f  
l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  "Archives".  This  is  simply t h a t  they  
must have t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  f a c i l i t i e s  and t r a i n e d  s t a f f  t o  p r e s e r v e ,  a n a l y s e  
and make a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e i r  documentary ho ld ings .  

Other  s p e a k e r s  o n  t h i s  p a n e l  have emphasized t h e  s e r i o u s  p h y s i c a l  
d e t e r i o r a t i o n  which is  a f f e c t i n g  impor tan t  documents s t o r e d  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
l a c k i n g  proper  f a c i l i t i e s  o r  s t a f f  s k i l l e d  i n  documentary c o n s e r v a t i o n  and 
r e p a i r .  Even s p e c i a l i z e d  government Archives and t h e  l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  
l i b r a r i e s  a r e  sometimes n o t  f u l l y  equipped and s t a f f e d  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  and 
t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  l i b r a r i e s ,  l o c a l  museums, historical s o c i e t -  
i e s  and s o  on i s  t o o  w e l l  known t o  r e q u i r e  comment h e r e .  T h i s  b e i n g  t h e  
c a s e ,  I f e e l  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  such i n s t i t u t i o n s  should n o t  c o l l e c t  documents 
of  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i f  s p e c i a l i z e d  and p r o p e r l y  equipped 
Archives a r e  p repared  t o  a c q u i r e  and p r e s e r v e  t h e s e .  

A second p r o v i s o  i s  s imply t h a t  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  c o l l e c t i n g  documents 



of gene ra l  h i s t o r i c a l  s ign i f i cance  should be open t o  t h e  pub l i c  throughout 
t h e  year.  I t  should have a  proper ly  q u a l i f i e d  s t a f f  on hand t o  guide 
r e sea rche r s ,  and photocopying equipment t o  provide copies of s p e c i f i c  
documents. I f  t h e  normal s e rv i ces  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a r e  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  
i t s  s t a f f ,  i t s  members o r  i t s  s tuden t s ,  o r  i f  it i s  not open t o  t h e  pub l i c  
a t  l e a s t  f i v e  days a  week throughout t h e  year wi th  permanent s t a f f  on hand, 
o r  i f  it has no photocopying equipment, then  i t  has no bus iness  acqui r ing  
c o l l e c t i o n s  of o r i g i n a l  manuscript m a t e r i a l  of gene ra l  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i -  
cance. 

Thi rd ly ,  i f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  in tends  t o  c o l l e c t  unorganized c o l l e c t i o n s  
of s i g n i f i c a n t  documentary ma te r i a l ,  then  it must be c e r t a i n  t h a t  it has 
t r a i n e d  p ro fe s s iona l  s t a f f  capable of ana lys ing  and ar ranging  t h e  co l l ec -  
t i o n s  and prepar ing  s u i t a b l e  f i nd ing  a id s .  I t  must a l s o  have s u f f i c i e n t  
s t a f f  t o  do t h i s  w i th in  a  reasonable time so t h a t  t he  c o l l e c t i o n s  do not  
remain s t o r e d  i n  ca r tons  and v a u l t s  wi th  t h e  information they  conta in  
unavai lab le  t o  s cho la r s ,  admin i s t r a to r s  and o the r  researchers .  I f  it can- 
not  do t h i s ,  then  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  should not  acqui re  such ma te r i a l ,  and 
~ n d e e d ,  should consider t r a n s f e r r i n g  i t s  p re sen t  holdings t o  a  proper ly  
equipped and s t a f f e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

With regard  t o  def in ing  acceptable  s t a f f ,  I am, of  course,  en t e r ing  a  
con t rove r s i a l  f i e l d .  However, I would say  only  t h a t  t he  ana lys i s  of  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  and t h e  p repa ra t ion  of e f f e c t i v e  f i nd ing  
a i d s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  spec i a l i zed  f i e l d .  I am not  convinced t h a t  a l l  l o c a l  
o r  r eg iona l  l i b r a r i e s ,  f o r  example, even those  wi th  a  l a r g e  and e x c e l l e n t  
s t a f f  of  l i b r a r i a n s ,  a r e  neces sa r i l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  analyse o r  process manu- 
s c r i p t  accessions.  There is nothing p a r t i c u l a r l y  e s o t e r i c  about t h e  
Archives t r ade ,  bu t  it i s  a  spec i a l i zed  one, and i f  an i n s t i t u t i o n  in t ends  
t o  e n t e r  it on any s u b s t a n t i a l  s c a l e ,  it should r e c r u i t  experienced Archi- 
v i s t s  and not  regard  i t s  "Archives" a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e  l i b r a r y  
proper,  t o  be serv iced  part- t ime by s t a f f  wi th  no a r ch iva l  or  h i s t o r i c a l  
t r a i n i n g  o r  experience . 

Having made t h e  above gene ra l  observa t ions ,  and recognizing t h a t  t h e r e  
w i l l  probably never be any completely agreed-upon l i n e s  of demarcation i n  
c o l l e c t i n g  p o l i c i e s  between a  P rov inc i a l  Archives and r eg iona l  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  w i th in  a  province, I s t i l l  f e e l  conf ident  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  considerable 
room f o r  mutually b e n e f i c i a l  cooperat ion.  

One problem a l l  our i n s t i t u t i o n s  f ace  i s  t h e  phenomenal r i s e  i n  t h e  
p r i c e  of h i s t o r i c a l  manuscripts .  The owners of such ma te r i a l  a r e  becoming 
inc reas ing ly  aware of  t h e  commercial value of t h e i r  holdings.  I n  so f a r  
a s  pub l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  concerned, it i s  t h e  he ight  of f o l l y  and a  
s e r i o u s  d i s s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  t a x  payer when they  b i d  aga ins t  each o t k r .  The 
major depos i to r i e s  w i th in  a  province should be f ami l i a r  wi th  one anothers '  
p r i n c i p a l  holdings and should keep i n  c l o s e  contac t  so t h a t  an agreement 
can be worked o u t  wi th  r e spec t  t o  t he  most l o g i c a l  r e c i p i e n t .  Moreover, 
i n  c e r t a i n  cases  where t h e r e  i s  a  danger t h a t  a  c o l l e c t i o n  may be broken 
up and so ld  t o  d i f f e r e n t  A.L.S. and o ther  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r s  o r  dea l e r s ,  
some mutual and combined purchasing arrangement might be made. 

Again i n  t h e  case of some p o t e n t i a l  a c q u i s i t i o n s ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n s t ances  
where r ega rd l e s s  of  one ' s  gene ra l  b e l i e f s  on c o l l e c t i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  it i s  
a  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  bulk  of t h e  surv iv ing  r e l a t e d  ma te r i a l  is  a l ready i n  t h e  
possess ion  of another i n s t i t u t i o n .  This  being t h e  case,  t h e  donor ' s  
a t t e n t i o n  should be d i r ec t ed  t o  t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a  p re fe rab l e  r e c i p i e n t .  



There a r e  a  
t h e  p o t e n t i  
c o l l e c t i o n  

l s o  i n s t a n c e s  where one must make an o b j c c t i v e  judgement on 
. a1  use  t o  which a  p a r t i c u l a r  a c q u i s i t i o n  would be  p u t .  I f  t h e  
is  very  l o c a l  i n  i n t e r e s t  and is  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  be  c o n s u l t e d  

c e n t r a l l y  because o f  some b a s i c  theme involved., i t  would b e  b e t t e r  t o  sug- 
g e s t  i t s  d e p o s i t  i n  a  s u i t a b l y  equipped and s t a f f e d  l o c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i f  
one e x i s t s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  i f  t h e  bulk o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  concer- 
ned i s  such t h a t  it would be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o b j e c t i v e l y  j u s t i f y  c e n t r a l  
s t o r a g e .  

Loca l  p r i d e  and t h e  n a t u r a l  d e s i r e  of  many donors  t o  p r e s e n t  m a t e r i a l  
t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  own r e g i o n s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i t s  g e n e r a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  
f r e q u e n t l y  encountered.  I n  t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives should  
admit d e f e a t  w i t h o u t  undue d e l a y  and devote  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
t h e  m a t e r i a l  i s  donated t o  t h e  b e s t  equipped and s t a f f e d  r e g i o n a l  depos i -  
t o r y  t h a t  t h e  owner w i l l  f i n d  a c c e p t a b l e .  

P o s s i b l y  t h e  g r e a t e s t  scope f o r  . c o o p e r a t i o n  l i e s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
microf i lming .  There is  no good r e a s o n  today  why any i n s t i t u t i o n  which can  
demonstrate  t h a t  it w i l l  f r e q u e n t l y  use  a  c e r t a i n  c o l l e c t i o n  cannot  pur-  
chase  c o p i e s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  what o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  a c q u i r e s  and p r e s e r v e s  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  documents. (The argument f o r  d e p o s i t i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l s  i n  a  
s p e c i a l i z e d  Archives i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  s k i l l e d  p h y s i c a l  c a r e ,  
arrangement and t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  f i n d i n g  a i d s . )  Microf i lming  
i s ,  o f  course ,  a  compara t ive ly  expens ive  process .  I t  a l s o  i n v o l v e s  con- 
s i d e r a b l e  s t a f f  t ime  and cannot  p rov ide  an o v e r n i g h t  s o l u t i o n .  Consider-  
a b l e  d i s c r e t i o n  must b e  e x e r c i s e d  i n  approving t h e  s t a f f  t ime  involved  
where bu lk  o r d e r s  a r e  concerned. Never the less ,  t h e r e  could b e  more co- 
o p e r a t i o n  between i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  w i t h  p r i o r i t y  g i v e n  t o  cop- 
y ing  c o l l e c t i o n s  where t h e r e  i s  some demonstrated f requency  o f  demand o r  
where t h e  r e q u e s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n  a l r e a d y  has  major and d i r e c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  
ho ld ings .  I n  ma:ny i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  most s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n  i s  an exchange 
o f  f i l m .  There a r e ,  of  course ,  s p e c i a l  problems i n v o l v i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
p laced  by p r i v a t e  donors  on  c e r t a i n  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  r e s i d u a l  c o n t r o l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  owning i n s t i t u t i o n  and s o  on. 

My l i s t e n e r s  w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  I have made no a t t e m p t  t o  
d e f i n e  o r  d e l i n e a t e  s p e c i f i c  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  between v a r i o u s  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  None o f  my c o l l e a g u e s  on t h e  p a n e l  have a t tempted  t o  be  
s p e c i f i c  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  and I doubt  t h a t  it i s  possible. For example, by 
l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l  t h e  r e c o r d s  of  endur ing  v a l u e  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  government 
agenc ies  must be  d e p o s i t e d  i n  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives.  However, t h e r e  a r e  many 
c o l l e c t i o n s  of  t h e  p a p e r s  o f  former government l e a d e r s  i n  p r i v a t e  hands.  
These l e a d e r s  may a l s o  have p layed  prominent r o l e s  i n  b u s i n e s s  o r  i n  f e d e r -  
a l  and munic ipa l  p o l i t i c s .  G e n e r a l l y  speak ing ,  I t h m k  a l l  t h e i r  p a p e r s  
should be k e p t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives,  b u t  arguments t o  t h e  
c o n t r a r y  can be  advanced depending on t h e  main s u b j e c t  emphasis i n  t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o l l e c t i o n  i n  d i s p u t e .  

Again a  u n i v e r s i t y  "Archives" cou ld  c e r t a i n l y  make a  s t r o n g  c a s e  f o r  
c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  p a p e r s  of  a  prominent member of  i t s  s t a f f .  However, i f  he  
l a t e r  became famous a s  a  p o l i t i c i a n  o r  a  government economist  and t h e  
p r i v a t e l y  h e l d  c o l l e c t i o n  concerned embraced f a c e t s  of  h i s  v a r i o u s  a c t i v -  
i t i e s ,  under whose c o l l e c t i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n  would t h e  papers  l i e ?  

The argument i s  sometimes advanced by u n i v e r s i t i e s  o r  munic ipa l  l i b -  
r a r i e s  t h a t  t h e y  should  b e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  d e p o s i t o r i e s  f o r  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l  
cover ing  t h e  g e n e r a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  r e g i o n s .  However, s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  



some twenty-two i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h igher  l e a r n i n g  th roughout  O n t a r l o ,  a  s i m -  
p l e  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  a  g e o m e t r i c a l  compass would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p rov ince  
would b e  b lanke ted  and t h e  O n t a r i o  Archives cou ld  a c q u i r e  no th ing  o t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  r e c o r d s  of  i t s  own government agenc ies .  

How do you d e f i n e  r e c o r d s  o f  r e g i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  r a t h e r  t h a n  p r o v i n c i a l  
i n t e r e s t ?  we have, f o r  example, a  number o f  c o l l e c t i o n s  which i n c l u d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  on l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  a  p r o v i n c i a l  g e n e r a l  e l e c -  
t i o n .  These would probably  be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  someone w r i t i n g  a  h i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  community, b u t  they  would e q u a l l y  be  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  a  s c h o l a r  
doing a  s t u d y  i n  dep th  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  year  throughout  t h e  prov- 
i n c e .  Again, we have a n  e x t e n s i v e  manuscr ip t  r e c o r d  group involv ing  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  o'ld Cour t s  o f  Q u a r t e r  S e s s i o n  and D i s t r i c t  Municipal 
Counci ls .  Those cover ing ,  f o r  example, t h e  o l d  Johnstown ~ i s t r i c t  would 
c o n t a i n  much of  i n t e r e s t  r e g a r d i n g  s a y  B r o c k v i l l e .  Local  g e n e a l o g i s t s  
might  p r e f e r  t o  have them d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h a t  c i t y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  l i b r a r y .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, any s c h o l a r  s t u d y i n g  t h e  l e g a l  and l e g i s l a t i v e  powers of  
pre-Baldwin Act m a g i s t r a t e s  would c e r t a i n l y  be  b e t t e r  se rved  i f  t h e s e  were 
i n  a  c e n t r a l  Archives.  Again, t h e  Archives has  a  number of  e a r l y  f a r m e r s '  
d i a r i e s  from v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  of  t h e  p rov ince  and a n  argument cou ld  be  made 
t h a t  t h e s e  should  be  p r e s e r v e d  i n  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  county 
concerned,  because t h e y  sometimes mention l o c a l  s e t t l e r s  and e v e n t s .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e y  prov ide  i n v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on contemporary farming 
p r a c t i c e s  common t o  t h e  p e r i o d  concerned th roughout  t h e  p rov ince .  Even such 
i t ems  a s  e a r l y  assessment  r o l l s  o r  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  county 
o r  township a r e  a t  l e a s t  a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  c o n s u l t e d  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archi- 
v e s  a s  i n  a  r e g i o n a l  d e p o s i t o r y .  The descendants  of t h e  p i o n e e r s  l i s t e d  
t h e r e i n  (who a r e  t h e  most f r e q u e n t  u s e r s  o f  t h e s e  r e c o r d s )  a r e  now s c a t -  
t e r e d  a l l  over  t h e  p rov ince ,  and it i s  e a s i e r  t o  f o l l o w  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s  
perambula t ions  i n  one c e n t r a l  Arch ives  t h a n  i n  d e p o s i t o r i e s  s i t u a t e d  i n  
t h e  v a r i o u s  l o c a l  r e g i o n s  concerned. 

I g i v e  t h e  above examples (and many o t h e r s  cou ld  b e  c i t e d )  merely t o  
demons t ra te  t h a t  it i s  ex t remely  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  r e c o r d s  which a r e  
o f  p r o v i n c i a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e g i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  i s  no t  t o  s a y  t h a t  a  
c a s e  cou ld  no t  b e  made f o r  " r e g i o n a l  Arch ives" ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a r e a s  f a r  
removed from Toronto. P o s s i b l y  t h e s e  cou ld  be  r e g i o n a l  e x t e n s i o n s  admin- 
i s t e r e d  by t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives o r  t h e y  could  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  e i t h e r  case ,  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  advantage a s  I s e e  it would 
b e  i n c r e a s e d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  pr imary s o u r c e s  ( t h e  m a j o r i t y  on m i c r o f i l m )  
r a t h e r  t h a n  a  s t r i c t  a t t e m p t  t o  d e f i n e  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  c o l l e c t i n g  accord ing  
t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  concerned. 

I am wary o f  t o o  much g e n e r a l i z i n g  on  a r c h i v a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  w i t h  r e s -  
p e c t  t o  c o l l e c t i n g ,  and have probably  done t o o  much i n  t h i s  p r e s e n t a t l o n .  
Much depends on mutual  c o o p e r a t i o n  and amicable l i a i s o n  between t h e  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  p r i n c i p a l l y  concerned. Given t h i s ,  and t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  c e r -  
t a i n  b a s i c  approaches and facilities must b e  adhered t o  and provided,  some 
compet i t ion  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  should  n o t  be  cause  f o r  undue concern among 
s c h o l a r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  o r  manuscript  c u s t o d i a n s .  

A l l a n  R .  Turner ,  Archives of Saskatchewan 

The b a s i c  premises which t h e  Chairman has  enunc ia ted ,  coupled w i t h  
t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  o f  t h e  members who have preceded me, confirm what I 



suspected when t h i s  sub jec t  was suggested fo r  d iscuss ion  a t  t h i s  meeting: 
p ro fe s s iona l  a r c h i v i s t s  i n  Canada share  common t r a i n i n g ,  experience,  and 
a t t i t u d e s ;  we a r e  a l l  r a t i o n a l  people; we subscr ibe  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of 
cooperat ion,  admi t t ing  t h a t  some competi t ion may be healthy! W e  have 
i d e n t i f i e d  s u f f i c i e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  overlapping and competi t ion t o  
make t h i s  d i s cus s ion  worthwhile. I d o n ' t  th lnk  you want a  review of  t he  
c o l l e c t i n g  po l i cy  of t h e  Saskatchewan Archives Board, nor do you want c i t -  
a t i o n s  of invasions of t h a t  a rea .  I r e a l l y  don ' t  have any! I w i l l  add 
l i t t l e  more than  a  footnote  o r  two t o  what has a l r eady  been s a i d ,  but  I do 
want t o  make some suggest ions f o r  cooperat ion among a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
r e l e v a n t  t o  c o n f l i c t s  i n  c o l l e c t i n g ,  bu t  which go beyond a c q u i s i t i o n s  
pol icy .  

F i r s t  of a l l ,  I agree  t h a t  s t a b l e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  proper ly  
s t a f f e d  and equipped, w i th  reasonable  condi t ions  of access  and use ,  a r e  
p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g ,  and t h a t  well-defined c o l l e c t i n g  p o l i c i e s  
w i l l  promote cooperat ion and l e s sen  competi t ion.  There a r e  some u p s e t t i n g  
f a c t o r s  which we w i l l  never be a b l e  t o  cope with.  The p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r  
w i l l  always be wi th  us! Our permanence and our condi t ions  of  access  should 
g ive  us  an advantage i n  nego t i a t i ng  wi th  t h e  s e l l e r ,  but  we cannot i n  most 
i n s t ances  compete wi th  t h e  wealthy p r i v a t e  buyer of manuscripts .  I may 
d i f f e r  with my col leagues  when I suggest  t h a t  pub l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s  should 
by and l a r g e  r e f r a i n  from e n t e r i n g  t h i s  competi t ion,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  it is 
manifested i n  pub l i c  auc t ions .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  t he  l e v e l  of p r i c e s  
has reached ru inous  propor t ions ,  such that  we cannot j u s t i f y  i n  terms of 
r e sea rch  value what we a r e  now requ i r ed  t o  b i d  f o r  manuscripts a t  auc t ion .  
Our e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  bidding simply con t r ibu t e s  t o  t h e  i n f l a t i o n a r y  t r end .  
Let p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r s  i n  competi t ion e s t a b l i s h  p r i c e  l e v e l s  f o r  t h e  
ma te r i a l s  they  seek. Some w i l l  i n  t ime come round t o  s e l l  o r  donate t o  
pub l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  a l l ,  a t  t h e  p r i c e s  they  a r e  prepared t o  pay, w i l l  
t r e a s u r e  and preserve  ma te r i a l s ,  even though t h e r e  may be a  tendency t o  
break up u n i t s ,  some danger of des t ruc t ion  through var ious  hazards w i l l  
e x i s t ,  and some delay  o r  l o s s  t o  r e sea rch  w i l l  occur. I th ink  t h e r e  can 
be too high a  p r i c e  t o  pay f o r  t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,  o r  t he  r e t e n t i o n  i n  Canada 
of documents. Perhaps we need t o  look a t  t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  a r c h i v a l  
ma te r i a l s  of  p rov inc i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  t r ad ing  i n  and expor t  
of  h i s t o r i c a l  o b j e c t s  and a r t i f a c t s ,  o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  export  l i c ence  system 
f o r  documents over 100 yea r s  o l d ,  bu t  I am inc l ined  t o  th ink  t h a t  we 
would g e t  i n t o  t h e  complex f i e l d  o f  proper ty  r i g h t s ,  and, moreover, t h a t  
p roh ib i to ry  laws would only  d r i v e  underground those  t r a n s a c t i o n s  which it 
i s  b e t t e r  t o  know about.  I f  we wish t o  discourage o r  p r o h i b i t  t h e  expor t  
of Canadian documents, we should a l s o  be prepared t o  discourage o r  pro- 
h i b i t  t h e  importat ion of  fo re ign  manuscripts! 

One could dwell f o r  a  long time on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  competi t ion 
and cooperat ion i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  na tu re  of ma te r i a l s .  I don ' t  f o re see  
o r a l  h i s t o r y  a s  a  problem a rea .  There i s  so much t h a t  can be done t h a t  we 
need t o  encourage t h e  p a r t l c l p a t i o n  of a s  many agencles a s  possrb le .  These 
e f f o r t s  can be coordinated,  made more sys temat ic  and economical, through 
d iscuss ion  such a s  I assume w i l l  t ake  p lace  i n  t h e  symposium on o r a l  h i s -  
t o r y  being held i n  conjunct ion  wi th  t hese  meetings t h i s  week. The emer- 
gence of  t h e  Business Archives Council of Canada w i l l  l ikewise  con t r ibu t e  
t o  t h e  more sys temat ic  c o l l e c t i o n  of bus iness  records .  I be l i eve  t h i s  
Council can most p r o f i t a b l y  concent ra te  i t s  e f f o r t s  i n  contac t ing  l a r g e  
bus iness  and i n d u s t r i a l  concerns,  and na t iona l ly  incorpora ted  f i rms ,  wi th  
a  view t o  encouraging them t o  provide f o r  t h e  ca re  and use of t h e i r  rec-  
o rds .  Some f i rms may p r e f e r  a  pub l i c  (1.e. a  government) a rchives ;  some 



may op t  f o r  a Univers i ty  o r  foundation home; o t h e r s  may be a b l e  and p r e f e r  
t o  make s u i t a b l e  provis ion  wi th in  t h e i r  own es tabl i shments ,  and should be  
encouraged t o  do so. With t h e  BACC undertaking t h i s  l e v e l  of con tac t s ,  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  contac t ing  t h e  smal l  bus iness ,  pa r tne r sh ips ,  profess io-  
n a l  f i rms ,  e t c .  which now o r  i n  t h e  p a s t  f l ou r i shed  e s s e n t i a l l y  a t  t h e  
community l e v e l  or  i n  a  l o c a l  t r a d i n g  area  could be l e f t  t o  t h e  p rov inc i a l  
a rchives  and o ther  a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  each province.  

It has been suggested t h a t  competi t ion from Unive r s i t i e s  i s  one of t h e  
upse t t i ng  f a c t o r s  i n  a r c h i v a l  c o l l e c t i n g .  Un ive r s i t i e s  a r e  not  normally 
competi tors  i n  acqui r ing  p u b l i c  records ,  bu t  they  a r e  a c t i v e l y  engaged 
through t h e i r  l i b r a r i e s  and a rch ives  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  manuscripts and p r i v a t e  
papers.  This a c t i v i t y  f r equen t ly  involves t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  of l i t e r a r y  
papers from abroad and copying of f o r e i g n  government records .  Occasion- 
a l l y  t h i s  may be a  p r e s t i g e  a c t i v i t y ,  bu t  it i s  b a s i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  grad- 
u a t e  r e sea rch  programs. I t  i s  q u i t e  beyond t h e  scope of a r c h i v i s t s  and of 
t h i s  a s soc i a t i on  t o  inf luence  t h e  na tu re  of programs embarked upon by 
Un ive r s i t i e s .  The pressures  emerge from wi th in  f a c u l t i e s ,  i n  var ious  d i s -  
c i p l i n e s .  I be l i eve  the re  is  a l r eady  a  very cons iderable  degree of i n t e r -  
communication between Un ive r s i t i e s  and t h e  avoidance of a r eas ,  i f  you l i k e ,  
"previous ly  s taked ou t " .  I be l i eve ,  too,  i n  t h e  context  of t h e i r  growing 
dependence on t h e  pub l i c  purse,  t h e r e  i s  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of programs on 
a  p rov inc i a l  o r  r eg iona l  b a s i s  which may serve  t o  amel iora te  undue compe- 
t i t i o n  and overlapping,  but  I can leave  t h i s  a rea  t o  t h e  Univers i ty  a r ch i -  
v i s t s .  What I was leading  up t o  i s  t h e  growing pressure  f o r  ma te r i a l s  f o r  
underqraduate s tud i e s .  The number of graduate  s tuden t s  poses problems a t  
times, b u t  we s t i l l  assume t h a t  t he se  s tuden t s  can t r a v e l  t o  publ ic  depo- 
s i t o r i e s  and immerse themselves f o r  cons iderable  per iods  of time i n  records  
where they  have been deposited.  There i s  now, however, a  marked tendency 
t o  involve undergraduates i n  r e sea rch  and w r i t i n g  on canadima sub jec t s  f o r  
which secondary sources a r e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  o r  non-existent .  Univers i ty  
t eache r s  s t imu la t e  Univers i ty  L ib ra r i ans  and a r c h i v i s t s  t o  b u i l d  up co l l ec -  
t i o n s  of source ma te r i a l s  r e l evan t  t o  t h e i r  courses.  Un ive r s i t i e s  l oca t ed  
i n  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  expect  t o  d i r e c t  undergraduate s tuden t s  t o  t h e  
p rov inc i a l  a rchives .  Let me i l l u s t r a t e  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  no l e s s  than  200 
undergraduates a t  t h e  small  Univers i ty  of  Saskatchewan, Regina Campus, 
were i n  t h e  per iod  January - Apri l ,  1969 given assignments ( p r o j e c t s  o r  
term papers)  which they  could not  undertake succes s fu l ly  without  a  v i s i t  
t o  our o f f i c e .  These assignments were, I may add, given i n  courses not  
on ly  i n  Canadian h i s to ry ,  but  i n  p o l i t i c a l  sc ience ,  sociology,  geography 
and education.  We cannot shu t  our doors t o  t hese  u se r s .  I f  we do, we 
should expect  increas ing  competi t ion i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  of  a r ch iva l  mater- 
i a l s  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  I n  any event ,  we cannot shed our ob l iga t ion  t o  
make our pub l i c  records  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  publ ic !  A c i t i z e n  should not  be 
denied access  because he happens t o  be an undergraduate a t  Universi ty!  On 
t h e  cont rary ,  we a r e  anxious t o  a s s i s t  him. Indeed we should be prepared 
t o  make some l e v e l  of  s e rv i ce  from our pub l i c  records  a v a i l a b l e  t o  s tuden t s  
i n  t h e  h in t e r l and ;  i . e . ,  those  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  more than  a  s h o r t  t r a v e l  
d i s t ance  from t h e  c a p i t a l .  I don ' t  t h ink  we have y e t  faced up t o  t h e  
explos ion  i n  Univers i ty  popula t ion  and t h e  enormous a p p e t i t e  f o r  ma te r i a l s  
which it has crea ted .  I f  we can come t o  g r i p s  with t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  we 
w i l l  g e t  a t  t h e  r o o t  causes f o r  whatever unfor tunate  competi t ion may have 
been experienced.  We need both  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and pub l i c  a rchives  co- 
ope ra t ing  t o  cope wi th  it. I don ' t  have many answers, and t o  suggest  
s o l u t i o n s  may take  me beyond my time w d  t h e  p r e c i s e  l i m i t s  of t he  sub jec t .  
Let  me say only  t h a t  I be l i eve  we, i n  t h e  p rov inc i a l  a rchives ,  need g r e a t l y  
increased  f i n a n c i a l  resources  f o r  t h e  dup l i ca t ion  of holdings,  ex tens ive  



microfilming, p o s i t i v e  p r i n t s  i n  quan t i t y ,  t o  provide f o r  loans  t o  Univer- 
s i t i e s  and t o  o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  We need t o  t i e  ourse lves  i n t o  t h e  t e l e -  
communications network wi th  t h e  Un ive r s i t i e s  f o r  quick reference  se rv i ce .  
We may need t o  e s t a b l i s h  s a t e l l i t e  o f f i c e s  i n  Univers i ty  c i t i e s  o r  on 
Univers i ty  campuses ou t s ide  t h e  c a p i t a l  where we can se rv i ce  through loans  
and even depos i t  of o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l s  t h e  Univers i ty  populat ion,  happily 
a t  t h e  same time providing se rv i ce  t o  t h e  genera l  pub l i c  of those  a r e a s  
and c r e a t i n g  depots f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  ma te r i a l .  Such a c t i v i t y  w i l l  not ab- 
so lve  t h e  Un ive r s i t i e s  from cooperat ing,  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  f o r  themselves, o r  
f o r  us ,  and of making t h e i r  holdings a v a i l a b l e  f o r  loans.  We may be able  
t o  cooperate i n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  too .  It seems t o  me t h e  crux of t h e  matter  
l i e s  i n  t h e  use and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of ma te r i a l s .  I•’  we have r e c i p r o c a l  pol-  
i c i e s ,  an optimum of  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and p o r t a b i l i t y ,  competi t ion w i l l  not  be 
of concern. What I am sugges t ing  is  not  very r a d i c a l  - prov inc i a l  and 
r eg iona l  l i b r a r i e s  coped wi th  somewhat s imi l a r  problems long ago. There 
a r e  some minor complicat ing f a c t o r s ,  i n  r e spec t  t o  r e s t r i c t e d  papers and 
so on, which I need not  explore  now, p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ince  I have one f u r t h e r  
bu t  not  un re l a t ed  po in t  t o  make. 

The p o s s i b i l i t y  of overlapping i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  of  t h e  
publ ic  Archives o f  Canada and t h e  p rov inc i a l  a r ch ives  i s  apparent .  Through 
t h e  good-will and s e n s i t i v i t y  of a r c h i v i s t s  a t  both l e v e l s  i n  our f e d e r a l  
system I be l i eve  t h e r e  has been l i t t l e  i f  any harmful competition. Such 
competi t ion a s  t h e r e  is s h a l l  not  be of  concern t o  u s  i f  we can achieve t h e  
s o r t  of a v a i l a b i l i t y  and p o r t a b i l i t y  I have suggested i n  r e spec t  t o  t he  
p rov inc i a l  a rchives  and t h e  Un ive r s i t i e s .  (Obviously t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  can 
be a d i r e c t  one between Un ive r s i t i e s  and the  PAC a s  w e l l . )  Actua l ly  t h e  
PAC has a l ready done a good dea l  t o  make c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  of  records  ava i l -  
ab l e  on f i lm.  I t  needs t o  do much more, f o r  example, i n  r e spec t  t o  depar t -  
mental f i l e s ,  a s  I have suggested f o r  t he  p rov inc i a l  a rchives .  We need, 
t oo ,  t o  l i n k  our p rov inc i a l  a rchives  wi th  PAC on t e l e x  f o r  quick r e f e rence  
se rv i ce .  And i f  law enforcement agencies can t r ansmi t  c r iminal  d o s s i e r s ,  
r e p l e t e  with photos and f i n g e r p r i n t s ,  by telecommunications, we should 
acqui re  t h e  same f a c i l i t i e s .  With t h e  necessary s t a f f  and equipment, I 
should not  need t o  wait  two weeks t o  g e t  a  f ac s imi l e  of a  Privy counc i l  
order of  1882, a s  I do now, and PAC o r  one of  i t s  u s e r s  need not  wa i t  two 
weeks t o  g e t  a  p r i n t  of  a  photo from t h e  Saskatchewan Archives, a s  they  do 
now. 

The proposals  I am making w i l l  r equ i r e ,  a s  I s a i d  before ,  not  a s t ro -  
nomical sums of money t o  accomplish, b u t  c e r t a i n l y  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  and 
s u b s t a n t i a l  sums f o r  microfi lm and equipment. PAC may be a b l e  t o  do t h i s .  
I have no assurance t h a t  my province o r  o t h e r s  would do so ,  but  could we 
make an e f f o r t  t o  dramatize t o  t h e  holders  of t h e  pub l i c  purse t h e  need 
f o r  and t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  be der ived  from such se rv i ces?  Perhaps we should 
somehow s t imu la t e  a f ede ra l -p rov inc i a l  conference on a r c h i v a l  resources  
and se rv i ces .  c a l l e d  by t h e  Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e ,  inc luding  a l l  t h e  provin- 
c i a l  min i s t e r s  r e spons ib l e  f o r  Archives, t h e  Dominion Arch iv i s t  and t h e  
Provinc ia l  Arch iv i s t s ,  such a meeting might l ead  t o  t h e  achievement i n  a 
sho r t  time of  o b j e c t i v e s  which would otherwise take  many yea r s  t o  reach.  

I f  I have seemed t o  wander from t h e  s u b j e c t ,  l e t  me r e i t e r a t e  t h a t  i n  
a s i t u a t i o n  v a s t l y  improved a s  t o  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and p o r t a b i l i t y  of 
ma te r i a l s ,  through a matr ix  of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  PAC, p rov inc i a l  a rchives ,  
s a t e l l i t e  o f f i c e s ,  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and o the r  a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l i nked  
together  and t ak ing  advantage of facilities al ready p r a c t i c a b l e  f o r  t h e  
reproduction and communication of  ma te r i a l s ,  we need not be very concerned 



about competi t ion i n  co l l ec t ing .  S t a t u t o r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  observed, major 
c o l l e c t i n g  p o l i c i e s  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  respected ,  it w i l l  not  r e a l l y  mat ter  
who c o l l e c t s  i n  t h e  shared zones, i n  t h e  a r e a s  of  unstaked claims,  o r  f o r  
t h a t  matter  i f  occas iona l ly  an i n s t i t u t i o n  s t e p s  beyond previous ly  acknow- 
ledged l i m i t s .  I n  sho r t ,  we should aim t o  r each  a s i t u a t i o n  w k r e  t h a t  
which i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  one i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l .  

Hugh A .  Dempsey, Glenbow Foundation 

I should exp la in  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  what Glenbow i s ,  o r  what Glenbow i s n ' t ,  
f o r  those  of  you who may not  know, so  t h a t  y o u ' l l  be b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  a s s e s s  
my comments. F i r s t ,  Glenbow is  not  a  government agency, al though we do 
r ece ive  a c e r t a i n  amount of  our f inancing  from t h e  government of Alber ta .  
Neither a r e  we a p r i v a t e  agency, al though we d i d  begin t h i s  way. Rather, 
f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  o r  four years ,  we have been a pub l i c  body under t h e  
con t ro l  of  a  Board of Governors. Our f i e l d  of i n t e r e s t  i s  i n  t h e  area  of 
western Canadian h i s t o r y  which, of course,  immediately i n d i c a t e s  some of 
t h e  problems t h a t  could e a s i l y  a r i s e  between us and t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives 
of  Alberta o r  t h e  archives  of  o ther  provinces.  For tunate ly ,  s e r ious  pro- 
blems do not  e x i s t  and I th ink  t h a t  cooperat ion i s  one lesson t h a t  we had 
t o  l e a r n  e a r l y .  I might add t h a t  we were p leased  t o  l e a r n  e a r l y  i n  order  
t o  surv ive  i n  harmony wi th  our neighbours. 

When I f i r s t  rece ived  an  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  on t h i s  panel ,  I 
r a t h e r  thought t h a t  somebody was p u t t i n g  me on when they  t a lked  about 
cooperat ion o r  competition. This  seems t o  be something l i k e  t h e  choice 
between motherhood and p r o s t i t u t i o n .  But r e a l l y ,  it i s  a reasonable ques- 
t i o n  and j u s t  a s  we can very e a s i l y  th ink  t h a t  cooperat ion i s  good and 
competi t ion is  undes i rable ,  I th ink  t h e r e  can a l s o  be bad cooperat ion and 
good competi t ion.  For example, bad cooperat ion can e x i s t  i f  one wa i t s  f o r  
t h e  proper agency t o  c o l l e c t  papers,  and they  never do, and t h e  papers a r e  
destroyed.  This has  happened i n  a number of cases .  I know of  some cases  
i n  our own area  where something along t h i s  l i n e  has occurred. I f  each of 
u s  had our own p ro t ec t ed  empires, it could make us  complacent o r  lazy .  On 
t h e  o the r  hand, I f e e l  t h a t  hea l thy  competi t ion among ourse lves  i s  good. 
I th ink  it can make us  b e t t e r  capable of  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  bombardments of 
p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r s ,  of  s ta tus-seeking  non-archival agencies,  and - those  
t h a t  some people have def ined  t h e  most t e r r i b l e  of a l l  - Americans. Once 
a group is  aware t h a t  t h e r e  may be  competi t ion (and competi t ion i s n ' t  
neces sa r i l y  going t o  come from another l e g i t i m a t e  a r ch ives ) ,  it i s  pro- 
bably  going t o  a c t  a  l i t t l e  more quickly  i n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of papers t h a t  
do become ava i l ab l e .  I th ink ,  then,  t h i s  hea l thy  type  of competi t ion can 
make f o r  a  b e t t e r  a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Now, we can a l l  say 'Yes, we should coopera te ' ,  bu t  how do we do 
t h i s ?  And what i s  r e a l l y  meant by cooperat ion and by competi t ion? For 
example, should Glenbow dec l ine  t o  b i d  a t  an auc t ion  i f  we l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  
Manitoba archives  i s  bidding on a p a r t i c u l a r  item? Should we r e fuse  t o  
accept  t h e  correspondence of  R. B. Bennett while he was a Member of tk 
T e r r i t o r i a l  Legis la ture ,  and r e f e r  t h e  owner t o  t h e  Publ ic  Archives 
because they  a r e  c o l l e c t i n g  t h e  papers o f  prime min i s t e r s?  I hope t h i s  i s  
not  what is  meant by cooperat ion.  

The Chairman has mentioned c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r e s t s  but  I would ques t ion  



t h i s  term i f  it impl ies  anything undes i rable .  I would agree  t h a t  two 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  should not  s e t  ou t  t o  c o l l e c t  S i r  John A.'s papers o r  P l e r r e  
Trudeau's papers.  For t h i s  can r e s u l t  i n  open competi t ion t h a t  can be 
confusing and de t r imenta l  t o  t h e  scholar  and t o  t h e  publ lc .  But t h e r e  a r e  
o ther  a r eas  where, I would say,  t h e r e  can be p a r a l l e l  o r  overlapping i n t e r -  
e s t s  r a t h e r  than  c o n f l i c t i n g  ones. For example, it i s  p e r f e c t l y  reasonable 
f o r  t h e  Saskatchewan Archives t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  papers of t h e  Conservative 
Par ty  of Saskatchewan, and t h e  Publ ic  Archives t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  papers of t h e  
Conservative Par ty  of Canada, even though both would conta in  papers of 
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  o the r .  This ,  I would say, would be a l o g i c a l  p a r a l l e l  
i n t e r e s t  which causes no problem t o  e i t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  However, a s  an 
example of t h e  overlapping i n t e r e s t  comparable t o  t h a t  mentioned by t h e  
Chairman, would be one t h a t  might a r i s e  through, l e t ' s  say, Tommy Douglas's 
papers.  Who should g e t  t he se?  The Publ ic  Archives o r  t h e  Saskatchewan 
Archives? Now, I don ' t  know, bu t  i f  I was wi th  e i t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n  I would 
want t o  g e t  them and I would t r y  t o  g e t  them. But here ,  I th ink ,  i s  a 
p lace  where t r u e  cooperat ion r e a r s  i t s  head. I would say,  i f  t h e  Public 
Archives approached Douglas and found t h a t  he was a l ready holding discus- 
s ions  wi th  t h e  Saskatchewan Archives, they should have an o b l i g a t i o n  t o  
leave t h e  f i e l d  c l e a r  f o r  Saskatchewan, and t h a t  they  should do everyth ing  
poss ib l e  t o  see  t h a t  Saskatchewan g e t s  t h e  papers.  

We had an example of t h i s  i n  Glenbow some years  ago. We had an agent  
working f o r  us  i n  B r i t a i n ,  and he learned  t h a t  a s o l i c i t o r  had i n  h i s  pos- 
s e s s ion  some of Lord S t r a thcona ' s  papers.  So he was despatched t o  contac t  
t he  s o l i c i t o r ,  and when he d i d  so ,  he learned  t h a t  t h e  Publ ic  Archives 
had not  only a l ready been i n  touch wi th  t h e  s o l i c i t o r ,  bu t  had a l ready 
obtained some o f  t h e  papers.  The remainder of t h e  papers had not been 
s e n t  because t h e  s o l i c i t o r  wasn ' t  Loo su re  what they contained;  he was too  
busy t o  examine them and too  busy t o  arrange t o  sh ip  them. So, on our 
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  our man prepared an inventory of t he se  papers,  arranged them 
f o r  shipping and had them shipped t o  t h e  Publ ic  Archives. I th ink  t h i s  i s  
a n a t u r a l  sequence of events  and I hope t h a t  any o ther  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  
Canada t h a t  f a c e s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  would take  t h i s  same type  of coopera t ive  
a c t i o n  r a t h e r  than  a t tempt ing  t o  compete once an i n i t i a l  contac t  has been 
made by another r epu tab l e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Now, t h e  Chairman a l s o  f e e l s  t h a t  o f f i c i a l  government records  should 
be i n  t he  hands of  t h a t  government, and, i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  I would agree.  But 
now 1 ' m  speaking a s  a person who is  not  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  a government, any 
government, y e t  i s  wi th  an  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  does have a few government 
records .  For example, what a r e  we t o  do i f  someone phones us  from Ba t t l e -  
ford ,  Saskatchewan, and says ,  'There ' s  a p i l e  of Indian  Department records  
behind the  Agency anb t h e  care taker  is  s t a r t i n g  t o  burn them'. The man 
goes on t o  say t h a t  t h e  ca re t ake r  i s  an o l d  f r i e n d  of h i s  and t h a t  he 
could t ake  t h e  papers  i f  he wants them. You know, and I know, t h a t  such 
des t ruc t ion  i s  aga ins t  government r egu la t ions .  But, t h i s  is Ba t t l e fo rd ,  
Saskatchewan, not  Ottawa. What do we do? I th ink  we took t h e  obvious 
s t e p  when we s a i d ,  ' Pack them up and send them t o  u s ' ,  and t h i s  was done. 

Now, perhaps we should have s e n t  them on t o  Ottawa, b u t  t o  whom? A t  
t h i s  po in t ,  t he se  records  c e r t a i n l y  had not  been t r a n s f e r r e d  from t h e  
Indian  Department t o  t h e  Publ ic  Archives, and 1 ' m  su re  t h a t  i f  he had s e n t  
them t o  t he  Indian Department, t hey 'd  never even have pa id  t h e  f r e i g h t  
b i l l .  I know we have broken government r egu la t ions  and we have ignored 
t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  of t he se  papers,  b u t  we have saved them from des t ruc t ion .  



We took the same a c t i o n  over some p rov inc i a l  government records  be fo re  
t h e  Provinc ia l  Archives came i n t o  being.  I might say t h a t  s ince  t h e  
P rov inc i a l  Archives was formed i n  Alber ta ,  t h a t  t h e r e  is  no d e s i r e  nor 
neces s i t y  on our p a r t  t o  make o f f  wi th  p r o v i n c i a l  government records ,  and 
we have worked together  wi th  g r e a t  cooperat ion.  I n  some cases ,  we even 
examined c o l l e c t i o n s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  Calgary f o r  t h e  government of Alber ta .  
On t h e  o the r  hand, we once go t  i n t o  h o t  water f o r  grabbing about f i f t e e n  
f e e t  of  e a r l y  Calgary c i v i l  government r eco rds  o f f  of  a  t ruck  which was 
on i t s  way t o  the  i nc ine ra to r .  When one a r i s e s  from a  garbage t ruck ,  
bloody from r u s t y  f i l i n g  p ins  and s t a i n e d  wi th  somebody e l s e ' s  l e f t o v e r  
lunch, you may not f e e l  l i k e  t u rn ing  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  over t o  t he  very agency 
which should have prevented a l l  t h i s  from happening i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace .  

But, how f a r  does cooperat ion go? We're a l l  human beings,  we're f u l l  
o f  human temptat ions and human weaknesses. I say l e t ' s  cooperate,  bu t  not  
t o  t h e  detr iment o r  t h e  l o s s  of va luable  papers.  My suggested gu ide l ines  
would be these :  t h a t  each a r c h i v a l  agency be asked t o  def ine  i n  c l e a r  
and concise  terms i t s  own c o l l e c t i n g  pol icy ,  w i th  s p e c i a l  r e f e r ence  t o  
geographical  a r ea s  and t ime per iods ,  and be encouraged t o  adhere t o  t h i s  
d e f i n i t i o n .  I would th ink  t h e r e  may be some value i n  t h e  Archives Sect ion  
of  t h e  C.H.A. undertaking a  programme t o  ga ther  and publ i sh  t h i s  informa- 
t i o n  t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  var ious  archives .  ~ o p e f u l l y ,  it may be a  source 
of  information t h a t  may be  a  f u r t h e r  s t e p  i n  t h i s  whole f i e l d  of  coopera- 
t i o n .  I th ink  t h a t  a rchives  should develop working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  
t hose  i n s t i t u t i o n s  which may over lap  o r  p a r a l l e l  t h e i r  a r ea s ,  and work 
together  t o  prevent  open competi t ion.  By and l a r g e ,  t h i s  is  a l ready being 
done i n  most p a r t s  of Canada. I have seen only  a  few examples of what I 
would consider t o  be  open and d e s t r u c t i v e  competi t ion on t h e  p a r t  of any 
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  But we should keep i n  mind t h e  p o t e n t i a l  weaknesses of  
o the r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and be  prepared t o  a c t  when inac t ion  on t h e i r  p a r t  may 
r e s u l t  i n  t h e  des t ruc t ion  of papers.  And f i n a l l y ,  we should keep i n  mind 
t h a t  t h e  primary purpose of a r ch ives  i s  t o  ga ther  and preserve  documentary 
m a t e r i a l s  f o r  s cho la r ly  use by p re sen t  and f u t u r e  genera t ions .  With t hese  
goa l s  i n  view, cooperat ion,  I th ink ,  becomes a  n a t u r a l  a c t i o n  when dea l ing  
wi th  right-minded organiza t ions .  

John H. Archer, Queens Univers i ty  

M r .  Chairman - Ladies and Gentlemen. A warm welcome home t o  you, D r .  
Lamb. I t  is  appropr ia te ,  indeed, t o  s ee  you i n  t h e  Archives f i e l d  again,  
though I don ' t  suppose your so journ  abroad was a l l  vacation.  

I l i s t e n e d  wi th  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  papers presented  on t h i s  a l l -  
important  t op i c .  I suppose t h e  i d e a l  which t h e  committed a r c h i v i s t  sec-  
r e t l y  t r e a s u r e s  i n  h i s  h e a r t  i s  t h e  u l t ima te  a r c h i v a l  c o l l e c t i o n ,  s u i t a b l y  
housed i n  one p lace ,  w e l l  serv iced ,  w e l l  organized,  much used. Cent ra l  
a r ch ives  - a l l  under one roof .  But of  course,  t h e  wisdom of  our fore-  
f a t h e r s  decided we would be a f e d e r a l  s t a t e  and t h a t  i n  i t s e l f  wrote 
f i n i s  t o  any thought of one c e n t r a l  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  We now have 
e leven pub l i c  a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  - one more than  a  hundred yea r s  o l d  - 
a  few very young indeed. 

I don ' t  t h ink  we a r e  going t o  be  a b l e  t o  s t a y  a t  eleven,  though I 
recognize t h e  fo rce  of  arguments emphasizing economy, c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of 



resources  of bu i ld ings ,  and of s t a f f .  The f a c t s  of  our a r c h i v a l  develop- 
ment i n  Canada m i l i t a t e  aga ins t  a  drawing back. I d o n ' t  th ink  we can, i n  
any f r i e n d l y  way, fo rce  t h e  Newfoundland Museum, t h e  New Brunswick Museum, 
Mccord Museum, t h e  Lava1 Archives, McGill Archives, Queen's  Archives, 
Metropoli tan Toronto Archives, Lennox and Addington Archives, Univers i ty  of 
Western Ontario Archives, Glenbow, Ci ty  of Vancouver Archives, U.B.C. 
Archives, Univers i ty  of  Alber ta  Archives, Molsons, Sun L i f e  and Bank of 
Montreal Archives and o the r  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  disgorge t h e i r  hold- 
i ngs  and pool  t h e i r  resources  i n  a phys i ca l  sense o r  s h i p  them t o  t h e  
nea re s t  pub l i c  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

But I th ink  we can and must d i s c i p l i n e  ourse lves  i f  we a r e  t o  make t h e  
b e s t  use of money a v a i l a b l e ,  and be t r u e  t o  t h e  b e s t  a r c h i v a l  t r a d i t i o n s .  
Sure ly  then  we a r e  t a l k i n g  about cooperat ion i n  making known and a v a i l a b l e  
what is p re sen t ly  s t o r e d  i n  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  - and, hopeful ly ,  working 
ou t  some r a t i o n a l e  f o r  f u t u r e  a c q u i s i t i o n  p o l i c i e s .  

Before going f u r t h e r  along t h i s  avenue t o  cooperat ion,  however, I 
th ink  it should be s a i d  - by a non-governmental person - t h a t  pub l i c  rec-  
ords  should always go t o  t h e  proper p u b l i c  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  There 
should be no doubt of t h i s  and no po l i cy  f o r  r eg iona l  depos i to r i e s  should 
be considered without  t h e  knowledge and support  of t h e  a r c h i v i s t  most 
concerned. I ,  personal ly ,  hold w i th  t h e  r i g h t  of r ep l ev in  of  p u b l i c  rec-  
ords .  

I n  t h i s  connection I was i n t e r e s t e d  t o  read  i n  H.L. Jones' work, The 
Records of  a Nation of  i n s t ances  i n  t h e  U.S.A. where f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s  -- - 
had "through a s t r ange  ignorance of t h e  law, turned  f e d e r a l  r eco rds  over 
t o  non-federal r e p o s i t o r i e s " .  Jones wr i t e s :  "Such t r a n s f e r s  a r e  c l e a r l y  
i l l e g a l ,  and it i s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  National  Archives, ca r ry ing  
ou t  i t s  s t a t u t o r y  requirements,  t o  b r ing  those  records  back i n t o  f e d e r a l  
custody". There were cour t  cases  b u t  t h e  upshot of  t he se  cases  involv ing  
r ep l ev in  of  f e d e r a l  records  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  concern of t h e  Arch iv i s t  
of t h e  United S t a t e s  has been a ca re  f o r  t h e  p re se rva t ion  of such records  
r a t h e r  than  a l e g a l i s t i c  s tand .  To quote Robert H. Bahmer i n  1967: "... so  
long a s  t hese  bodies of  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l s  have been i n  respons ib le  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  custody, w i th  provis ion  f o r  proper ca re  and access ,  we have never 
sought t h e i r  rep levin . . . " .  And he goes on with a c e r t a i n  innocent  a i r :  
"with improvements i n  t h e  education of  a r c h i v i s t s  and of f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
and with expanding knowledge of b a s i c  a r c h i v a l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e  problem of  
a l i e n a t i o n  of f e d e r a l  records  may be expected v i r t u a l l y  t o  d isappear ."  

Of course,  Jones goes on t o  g ive  t h e  o the r  s i d e  of  t h e  coin.  He 
remarks on t h e  permissive tone  of  t h e  r ev i sed  Federa l  Records Act which 
now permits  t h e  f e d e r a l  r epos i to ry  t o  c o l l e c t  r e l a t e d  r eco rds  - expla in ing  
t h a t  such c o l l e c t i n g  has "wisely" been r e s t r a i n e d  s ince  it was never in ten-  
ded t o  open t h e  door f o r  t h e  National  Archives t o  compete wi th  e s t a b l i s h e d  
r e p o s i t o r i e s  f o r  p r i v a t e  papers of  genera l  i n t e r e s t .  That i s  an  American 
view, of  course.  It is  not  Canadian p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  every  pub l i c  a r c h i v a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Canada has  c o l l e c t e d ,  and does c o l l e c t ,  papers and manus- 
c r i p t s  o the r  than  pub l i c  records .  As a mat ter  of f a c t ,  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  
w r i t t e n  i n t o  most a r c h i v a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  Canada and has become so common 
a p r a c t i c e  here  t h a t  a r c h i v i s t s  i n  pub l i c  a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  sometimes 
tend t o  t h ink  t h a t  they  have t h e  p r i o r  r i g h t  o f  co l l ec t ion .  And we must 
not  f o r g e t  t h a t  bu t  f o r  t h i s  wider c o l l e c t i o n  po l i cy  - wide t h a t  i s  by t h e  
s tandards  p reva i l i ng  i n  B r i t a i n  and France a t  t h e  time - scho la r sh ip  i n  
Canada today would be much t h e  poorer .  



I am not  so naive a s  t o  unaware t h a t  I was asked t o  t ake  p a r t  on t h i s  
panel  because I am Arch iv i s t  i n  charge of an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a rchives ,  not  a  
pub l i c  a rchives .  I t  is  an i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  has been ga the r ing  mss. and 
papers s ince  1869. But I am a l s o  an  ex-provinc ia l  a r c h i v i s t  and s t i l l  
maintain t h e  warmest t i e s  with my col leagues  i n  Saskatchewan Archives. I•’ 
I r a i s e  sharp  ques t ions  and do not  always have s a t i s f a c t o r y  answers, it is  
not  because I f e e l  I need j u s t i f y  my work, my profess ion  o r  my ex i s t ence ,  
b u t  because I don ' t  know answers t o  some of t h e  perplexing problems t h a t  
f ace  us a l l  a s  a r c h i v i s t s .  

Many p rov inc i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  Canada a r e  o lder  than  the 
p r o v i n c i a l  a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  - o l d e r ,  indeed than  t h e  Publ ic  Archives 
of Canada. ~ a n u s c r i p t  c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  Queen's ,  Laval, McGill and Univers i ty  
of  Toronto fo r  example, pre-date t h e  founding of t h e  P.A.C. i n  1872. I t  
i s n ' t  f e a s i b l e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  these  t o  pub l i c  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  No one 
he re  would s e r i o u s l y  ques t ion  t h e  r i g h t  o r  duty of a  un ive r s i t y  t o  es tab-  
l i s h  i t s  own records  management system and i t s  u n i v e r s i t y  a rchives .  Well 
and good. But Canadians haven' t  agreed on t h e  scope of t h e  Un ive r s i t y ' s  
Archives. Does it, f o r  example, inc lude  papers of f a c u l t y  members i n  
add i t i on  t o  the  papers of  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ?  Does i t  inc lude  
t h e  pub l i ca t ions  of  t h e  un ive r s i t y ,  i t s  o f f i c e s ,  agencies and s t a f f ?  What 
then  of a  man such a s  G.  M. Grant, e a r l i e r  P r inc ipa l  of  Queen's who had a  
ca ree r  a t  Queen's, and i n  t h e  Presbyter ian  Church. The Grant Papers a r e  i n  
t h e  Pub l i c  Archives of  Canada, however, given by a  member of t h e  family i n  
1955 and 1960. What of Adam S h o r t t  who was a  Queen's  professor  and a  
f e d e r a l  employee? H i s  papers,  inc luding  many of  those  covering h i s  career  
on t h e  Board of H i s t o r i c a l  Publ ica t ions ,  a r e  a t  Queen's .  Can t h e  P.A.C. 
replevy these  papers - or  p a r t  of them? - and i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s  - can Queen's 
rep levy t h e  Grant Pzpers? - f o r  t he se  s u r e l y  a r e  of i n t e r e s t  t o  t h a t  Univ- 
e r s i t y .  What should be done wi th  t h e  papers of  Charles Dunning who was 
h i r e d  man, farmer, manager of t h e  Saskatchewan Cooperative Elevators ,  a  
pub l i c  f i g u r e  i n  Saskatchewan, indeed a  premier,  a  cabine t  min i s t e r  a t  
Ottawa, and t h e  Chancellor of Queen's  Univers i ty .  The papers of a  c e r t a i n  
member of Prime Minister  King's cabine t  were l e f t  t o  a  un ive r s i t y  a rchives  
i n  h i s  w i l l .  The papers conta in  copies  of  some pub l i c  records  which a r e  
c losed  f o r  s e c u r i t y  reasons.  What is  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  copies of t h e s e  
records?  Yet they  a r e  given wholly a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  a r c h i v i s t  and 
a  surv iv ing  member of  t h e  family.  F i n a l l y ,  what of  such papers a s  those  
of t h e  Cartwright  family? Some of t h e s e  a r e  i n  t h e  possess ion  of  t h e  
family. Some a r e  a t  Queen's; some a r e  i n  t h e  P.A.C.; some a r e  i n  t h e  
Ontar io  Archives. P a r t  of  those  a t  Queen's  were purchased a t  an auc t ion  
of  p r i v a t e  e f f e c t s  i n  Kingston and subsequently given t o  t h e  Univers i ty .  
What an inconvenience f o r  s cho la r s  - and what a  quandary f o r  any member of 
t h e  family hoping t o  put  together  a  Cartwright  saga.  

This l eads  on, then,  t o  t h e  u ses  of Archives. What cons t i tuency do we 
se rve  a s  a r c h i v i s t s ?  Obviously our f i r s t  concern is  the  defence of t h e  
r eco rds  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  we serve .  There i s  l i t t l e  q u a r r e l  here.  But 
a f t e r  t h a t  - what? Scholars  expect  a r c h i v i s t s  t o  s e rve  them. Arch iv i s t s  
want t o  serve  scho la r s .  We r e a l l y  do have a  common aim a s  a r c h i v i s t s ,  t o  
s e rve  the  u se r s  t o  t h e  b e s t  of our a b i l i t i e s .  I t  i s  aga ins t  t h i s  aim t h a t  
we can measure t h e  terms competi t ion o r  cooperat ion.  

I f  we s t a r t  a t  t h i s  moment i n  time and f o r g e t  f o r  t h e  now t h e  e r r o r s ,  
a cc iden t s ,  o r  d e l i b e r a t e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  brought us  t o  t h e  present  s i t u a t i o n  
o f  a  v a r i e t y  of a r ch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a t  t imes i n  seeming c o n f l i c t ,  can 
w e  agree  on these  p r i n c i p l e s .  



That we owe a  d u t y  t o  t h e  u s e r  t o  p rov ide  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i v a l  
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  f i n d i n g  a i d s ,  
and t h e  making a v a i l a b l e  o f  resources .  

Tha t  we owe it t o  e a c h  o t h e r  and t o  t h e  world o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  t o  in-  
form a l l  and sundry where r e s o u r c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d .  That ,  s i n c e  much o f  t h e  
money s p e n t  on a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  comes, u l t i m a t e l y ,  from t h e  p u b l i c  
p u r s e ,  t h e n  i t  behooves t h e  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  work o u t  p r a c t i c a l  
p o l i c i e s  f o r  c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  avo id  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  c o s t s  and e f f o r t ,  and t o  
e n s u r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  pr imary  r e s p o n s i -  
b i l i t i e s  of  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  and t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  governing a c c e s s  t o  
r e s o u r c e s .  

Queen ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  Arch ives  s u b s c r i b e s  t o  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  and i s  
very  much i n  favour o f  a l l  forms o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  p r i n -  
c i p l e s  i n t o  p o l i c i e s .  The o n l y  compet i t ion  t h a t  I p e r s o n a l l y  would condone 
i s  t h e  hones t  e f f o r t  t o  g i v e  a  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  t h a n  does my c o l l e a g u e  
i n  t h e  nex t  o f f i c e .  Cooperat ion,  c e r t a i n l y ,  based o n  mutual  r e s p e c t ,  
mutual t r u s t  and mutual  s t r e n g t h .  Cooperat ion based on mutual  a p p r e c i a t i o n  
o f  t h e  problems and t h e  achievements  o f  o t h e r  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

Q u e e n ' s  Archives has a l r e a d y  begun a  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p o l i c y  o f  coopera t ion .  The i n s t i t u t i o n  does n o t  a c c e p t  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  
though t h e s e  a r e  o f f e r e d  on  occas ion .  I n s t e a d  we a d v i s e  t h e  would-be 
donors  of  t h e  p roper  d e p o s i t o r y .  Queen's  Archives r e t u r n s  f i l e s  a s  f r a g -  
ments t h a t  p r o p e r l y  belong i n  ano ther  a r c h i v a l  d e p o s i t o r y .  Queen's  knows 
what t h e  P.A.C. h a s  and what t h e  Saskatchewan Archives has ,  and what each 
i n s t i t u t i o n  c o l l e c t s .  A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y ,  Queen's  makes l o c a l  p r a c t i c e  

conform t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  P.A.C. i n  a l l  a r e a s  where l i k e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  o f f e r -  
ed  t o  u s e r s .  We do n o t  have q u i t e  a s  f u l l  and e a s y  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
O n t a r i o  Archives because it happens t h a t  most o f  our  u s e r s  a l s o  f r e q u e n t  
P.A.C. and Saskatchewan. Queen ' s  a r c h i v a l  s t a f f  have v i s i t e d  t h e  O n t a r i o  
Archives and t h e  P.A.C. and t h e  McGill and t h e  U .  of  T. a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s  t o  f o s t e r  a  s p i r i t  o f  mutual  unders tand ing .  Nei ther  I, nor my 
a r c h i v e s  s t a f f ,  a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  o v e r - r i d e  t h e  terms o f  a  w i l l ,  o r  
undo terms o f  a  g i f t ,  o r  unpurchase a  purchase .  You would n o t  e x p e c t  u s  
- to .  But i n  our  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  donors  and i n  our  a t t e m p t s  t o  
make t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  and o f f i c i a l s  i n  and around Kingston a r c h i v e s  
consc ious ,  we do make it e x p l i c i t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  f e d e r a l  and a  p r o v i n c i a l  
a r c h i v a l  d e p o s i t o r y  and t h a t  c e r t a i n  c o l l e c t i o n  would be  b e t t e r  d e p o s i t e d  
t h e r e .  

I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a  b e t t e r  f u t u r e .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  it f e a s i b l e  t o  at tem- 
p t  t o  a l l o c a t e  f i e l d s  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o l l e c t i n g .  T h i s  i s  p e c u l a r l y  a  l i b -  
r a r y  f i x a t i o n  and I am s k e p t i c a l  o f  app ly ing  l i b r a r y  techniques ,  p r i n c i p l e s  
o r  methodology t o  a r c h i v e s .  L i b r a r i e s  buy t h e i r  goods - donors  must b e  
g i v e n  some r i g h t  o f  cho ice .  But what we do c o l l e c t  should  bg processed  
and made a v a i l a b l e  t o  u s e r s .  A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  r e -  
s o u r c e s  should  be  made known t o  c o l l e a g u e s .  I t  i s  n o t  good e n o u g h t o  
amass g r e a t  q u a n t i t i e s . o f  m a t e r i a l  t o  be  s t o r e d  away f o r  t h e  day when 
s t a f f i n g  problems a r e  no more. I t  i s  a  s p e c i e s  o f  f r a u d ,  t o  quote  an 
American co l league ,  f o r  a  s e t  o f  p a p e r s  t o  be  k e p t  o u t  o f  c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  
an unduly long  p e r i o d  t h a t  o n e ' s  immediate f r i e n d s  may winnow t h e s e .  1t 
i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a  l o n g - s u f f e r i n g  p u b l i c  w i l l  pe rmi t  u n l i m i t e d  
compet i t ion  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  a r c h i v e s  any more t h a n  i t  w i l l  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  
o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  o r  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  taxpayer  w i l l  c a l l  t h e  t u n e .  
We should  do t h e  f i x i n g  o u r s e l v e s .  A s  a r c h i v i s t s  we should  do more t h a n  



c o o p e r a t e  i n  a c q u i s i t i o n s .  S u r e l y  we can  a r r i v e  a t  a  common methodology, 
s t a n d a r d  forms o f  e n t r y ,  r e g u l a r  r e p o r t i n g  o f  a c q u i s i t i o n s  and a  s t a n d a r d  
p r a c t i c e  o f  hours  d u r i n g  which a n  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  open. 

I mentioned b e f o r e  t h a t  c o o p e r a t i o n  is  founded on mutual  r e s p e c t ,  
mutual  t r u s t  and mutual  s t r e n g t h .  There i s  no s imple  formula f o r  a c h i e v i n g  d 
t h i s .  What i s  r e q u i r e d  i s  a  f r e e  and in formal  exchange of  op in ion ,  an 
exchange which i s  o f t e n  hampered by t h e  d i s t a n c e s  s e p a r a t i n g  our  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s .  Meetings such a s  t h i s  s e r v e  an e x c e l l e n t  purpose b u t  a r e  t o o  b r i e f ,  B 
t o o  i n f r e q u e n t  and o f t e n  t o o  rushed .  I would s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  Archives 
S e c t i o n  encourage more f r e q u e n t  meet ings o f  a r c h i v i s t s  w i t h i n  r e g i o n s  t o  
d i s c u s s  common problems. Time and budge ts  do n o t  permi t  t h e  S e c t i o n  t o  
g a t h e r  a s  a  whole more t h a n  once a  y e a r ,  b u t  meet ings s a y  i n  December o r  
January,  o r  a r c h i v i s t s  i n  t h e  Maritime Region, i n  Quebec, i n  O n t a r i o ,  
and i n  t h e  West might be  f e a s i b l e .  I t  would no doubt  be  h e l p f u l  t o  i n v i t e  
t o  such meet ings r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
s o c i e t i e s ,  our  u s e r s ;  and t h e  l i b r a r i a n s  who have a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l  i n  
t h e i r  keeping.  The frequency of  such  meet ings  would depend on t h e  problems 
o f  each r e g i o n  and t h e  i n t e r e s t  shown. More d i s c u s s i o n s  amongst a r c h i v i s t s  
and between a r c h i v i s t s  and r e s e a r c h e r s  would go f a r  i n  h e l p i n g  t o  f o s t e r  
t h e  s p i r i t  of  mutual  unders tand ing  c o o p e r a t i o n  r e q u i r e s .  

Is it t o  be coopera t ion  t h e n  o r  compet i t ion?  Queen's  i s  f o r  coopera- 
t i o n .  But i f  i t s  compet i t ion  you want, 1'11 wager my s t a f f  a g a i n s t  a l l  
comers when it comes t o  g i v i n g  s e r v i c e  w i t h  p r e c i s i o n ,  and w i t h  a  smi le .  

John C. L. Andreassen, McGill U n i v e r s i t y  

D r .  Lamb, Ladies  and Gentlemen: - 

Some weeks ago, a  couple of  g u e s t s  and I moved m t o  t h e  k l t c h e n  of  our  
o l d  s t o n e  house. We squeezed i n t o  t h a t  t i g h t  l i t t l e  a r e a  b e t t e r  t o  savour 
t h e  aroma r i s i n g  from t h e  simmering p o t  l i q u o r s .  My wife ,  A l l i s o n  Gran t ,  
t h e n  s t a t e d  p o l i t e l y ,  b u t  q u i t e  f i r m l y ,  " I f  y o u ' r e  n o t  t h e  cook, s t a y  o u t  
o f  t h e  k i t c h e n " .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  reminded me o f  some a r c h i v i s t s  who s m e l l  a  
good t h l n g ,  want some p a r t  i n  ~ t ,  and make a  mess o f  t h i n g s .  

I n  t h e  f o r t y  y e a r s  s i n c e  I began c o l l e c t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  source  mater-  
i a l s  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and s c h o l a r l y  purposes ,  I ' v e  become something of  
a  p r a g m a t i s t .  That does no t  mean "grab what you can when you can".  Nor 
does ~t mean t h a t  one should  s e t t l e  f o r  what he  can g e t .  

I n  t h e  few minutes  a t  my d i s p o s a l ,  pe rmi t  me t o  examine some a s p e c t s  
o f  p ragmat ic  c o l l e c t i n g  i n  Canada. Obviously,  w i t h  seven o f  us  on t h i s  
p a n e l ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  l i t t l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  do more t h a n  "touch b a s e "  on 
some o f  t h e s e  m a t t e r s ,  s o  I ' v e  conf ined  my remarks t o  a  very  few of  t h e  
i t ems  D r .  Lamb has s e t  o u t .  

The f i r s t  o f  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  problem on which I wish t o  comment -- 
i s  t h e  economic one. I t h i n k  I can  demons t ra te  t h a t  i n  Canada, we have a  
p r e t t y  good p a t t e r n  o f  o p e r a t i o n  s e t  up economical ly t o  s e l e c t ,  p r e s e r v e  
and s e r v i c e  t h e  r e c o r d  a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  
and i t s  p o l i t i c a l  sub-d iv i s ions .  Secondly,  I wish  t o  touch  on some s c i e n -  \ 
t i f i c  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  problems i n v o l v i n g  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  of  w r i t i n g s  



on paper .  T h i r d l y ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  comment b r i e f l y  on t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  com- 
pe tence  r e q u i r e d  t o  make d e c i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  manuscr ip t s  and 
a r c h i v e s .  

1. The Economic Aspect 

The taxpayer  is  go ing  t o  pay 90 t o  100 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  b i l l  f o r  c o l -  
l e c t i n g ,  s e l e c t i n g ,  conserv ing  and s e r v i c i n g  t h e  a r c h i v e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  
manuscr ip t s  worth keeping i n  Canada and t h e  system f o r  doing t h e  job  must 
be  an economical and r a t i o n a l  one.  

a )  The Nat iona l  and P r o v i n c i a l  Archives 

Canada has  a  c e n t r a l i z e d  n a t i o n a l  a r c h i v e s  c o l l e c t i o n  and a  
d e c e n t r a l i z e d  r e c a r d s - c e n t r e  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  agenc ies  of  t h e  Gov- 
ernment. We have a  r e p o s i t o r y  of  h i s t o r i c a l  manuscr ip t  c o l l e c t i o n s  (most ly 
n a t i o n a l ) .  Our P u b l i c  Archives o f  Canada i s  one o f  t h e  b e s t  anywhere i n  
t h e  world i n  t e rms  o f  i t s  ho ld ings ,  and o f  q u a l i t y  and scope o f  s e r v l c e s  i t  
r e n d e r s  t o  government, t h e  s c h o l a r l y  community, and t h e  p u b l i c  g e n e r a l l y .  

Each o f  our  p rov inces  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  an a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  They 
range  i n  q u a l i t y  o f  c o l l e c t i o n s  h e l d  and s e r v i c e s  performed from i n d i f f e r -  
e n t  t o  s u p e r i o r .  However, i t  should  b e  reasonably  c l e a r  t h a t  i n  terms o f  
a r c h i v a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  each  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a s  a  government t o  
s e r v e  and i n  terms o f  h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript  c o l l e c t i o n s  a  geographic  a r e a  
o f  i n t e r e s t  and concern.  I t  should  a l s o  b e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Canadian tax-  
payer s u p p o r t s  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A s  a  p ragmat ic  t axpayer ,  I would f i n d  
it very  hard  indeed ,  t o  t o l e r a t e  compet i t ion  f o r  a  g i v e n  c o l l e c t i o n .  I 
would expec t  t h e  heads o f  each  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  c o o p e r a t e  i n  
l o c a t i n g ,  p r e s e r v i n g  and making a c c e s s i b l e  t h e i r  ho ld ings .  I would e x p e c t  
them t o  coopera te  i n  a c h i e v i n g  a  uniform o r  near  uniform s e t  o f  p r a c t i c e s  
i n  making c o p i e s  of  what t h e y  ho ld  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  d e p o s i t o r i e s ,  
t o  me and t o  s c h o l a r s  everywhere a t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o s t  f o r  such c o p i e s .  
Furthermore,  I would expec t  t h o s e  a r c h i v i s t s  t o  coopera te  i n  s e e i n g  t o  it 
t h a t  c o l l e c t i o n s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  each g e t  i n t o  t h e  l o g i c a l  d e p o s i t o r y .  

b )  The Museums 

Large ly  a s  p a r t  o f  C e n t e n n i a l  Year o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  Canadian tax-  
payers  have prov ided  r e c e n t l y  something approaching $100,000,000 f o r  cap i -  
t a l  o u t l a y s  a l o n e  on new and expanded museum b u i l d i n g s ,  f e d e r a l ,  p r o v i n c i a l ,  
munic ipa l ,  county -- underground, above-ground, and on t h e  w a t e r s  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n .  A few have prov ided  f o r  a r c h i v a l  f a c i l i t i e s  and s t a f f .  Most 
h a v e n ' t .  A l l ,  seem t o  b e  c o l l e c t i n g  a r c h i v e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  manuscr ip t s .  

Again, a s  t h a t  p ragmat ic  t a x p a y e r ,  I look w i t h  a  jaundiced e y e  a t  
t h e i r  d i r e c t o r s ,  who c o l l e c t  and c o l l e c t  t h i n g s  which r e a l l y . b e l o n g  i n  
ano ther  k m d  o f  depository w i t h o u t  encouraging t h e  donor, o r  i n  some 
i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  vendor, t o  p l a c e  such w r i t t e n  m a t e r i a l s  of  an a r c h i v a l  o r  
h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  d e p o s i t o r y .  

c )  The I n s t i t u t i o n s  of Hisher  Learn inq  

Then t h e r e  a r e  t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o l d  and new. Many a r e  on  t h e  
a v i d  s i d e  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  U n i v e r s i t y  Arch ives  and/or 
h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript  d e p o s i t o r y  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and/or p r e s t i g e  purposes .  
Everybody i s  doing it! A s  a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  t h e r e  a r e  u s u a l l y  more 



h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  Univers i ty  l i b r a r i e s  than  i n  e s t ab -  
l i s h e d  Univers i ty  Archives. I f  I may comment on my own i n s t i t u t i o n ,  I 
would not  be  su rp r i s ed  i f  t h e r e  a r e  more manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  of  an 
h i s t o r i c a l  charac ter  i n  McGill departments and f a c u l t i e s  than  t h e r e  a r e  
i n  t h e  Library ,  t h e  Museums and t h e  Univers i ty  Archives combined. None, 
except  i n  McLennan Library ,  McCord Museum and t h e  Universi ty Archives a r e  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Union L i s t  of  Manuscripts & Canadian Repos i tor ies .  

The i n s t i t u t i o n  of higher l ea rn ing  needs not  only  a  l i b r a r y  wi th  an 
annual ope ra t iona l  budget of about 10 percent  of i t s  t o t a l  budget, it needs 
t o  p lace  i t s  own burgeoning admin i s t r a t i ve  records  i n  order and it needs 
t o  c o l l e c t  unique wr i t i ngs  on paper t o  provide i t s  p ro fe s so r s  wi th  t h e  
ma te r i a l s  f o r  research  and f o r  t h a t  of  t h e i r  graduate  s tuden t s  i n  many 
d i s c i p l i n e s .  However, very few Canadian U n i v e r s i t i e s  have c e n t r a l i z e d  
t h e i r  a r ch iva l  and h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  any way comparable 
t o  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  con t ro l s  over t h e i r  l i b r a r y  s e rv i ces .  Few budget any 
funds f o r  t h e  i nc rease  of t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript holdings.  Univers i ty  
admin i s t r a to r s ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s  and t h e  gene ra l  taxpayer s e l -  
dom seem t o  h e s i t a t e  i n  spending monies f o r  bui ld ings .  A l l  seem obsessed 
wi th  t h e  "mausoleum" o r  "cornerstone" syndrome. A f o r t u n a t e  few univer-  
s i t i e s  have rranaged t o  l o c a t e  p rov inc i a l  a r ch ives  on campus, a s  i n  Hal i fax ,  
Freder ic ton ,  Toronto, Saskatoon and Regina. This  makes sense i n  more ways 
than  one. 

So much f o r  t h e  "Economics of t h e  Thing". 1'11 summarize: We have a  
p a t t e r n ,  na t iona l  and p rov inc i a l ,  f o r  t h e  economic management of a r c h i v a l  
and h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript c o l l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t he  admin i s t r a to r ,  
t h e  scholar  and t h e  genera l  publ ic .  Our museum network, some of our i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  of  higher l ea rn ing  and a  few ou t s ide  p r i v a t e  groups, such a s  t h e  
Business Archives Council,  a r e  s t i l l  a  b i t  mixed up. Some pub l i c  r e l a t i o n s  
and educat ional  e f f o r t s  on our p a r t  seem u rgen t ly  needed. The p ro fe s s iona l  
a r c h i v i s t  i n  Canada might w e l l  be  advised t o  s t o p  t a l k i n g  t o  and w r i t i n g  
f o r  h i s  fe l lows,  and devote more of  h i s  time t o  t a l k i n g  and w r i t i n g  f o r  
people s t i l l  i n  t he  wi lderness .  

I must add one o the r  po in t  without  going i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  o r  t h e  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  statement.  The Arch iv i s t  who isn't a t  t h e  same time 
doing a  job i n  t h e  records  management f i e l d  of  h i s  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  cannot 
pos s ib ly  do an economically sound job of  a r c h i v a l  work. For t h a t  mat ter ,  
he cannot do a  sound a rch iva l  job. 

2. The Conservation of Writings on Paper i n  Canada 

My second po in t ,  t he  s c i e n t i f i c  and technologica l  problems involved 
i n  t h e  conservation of wr i t i ngs  on paper is  given d e t a i l e d  t rea tment  i n  
t h e  cu r r en t  i s s u e  of  t h e  Canadian Arch iv i s t ,  June 1969. But l e t  me sum- 
marize: J u s t  what i s  a  Canadian c o l l e c t o r  of  a r c h i v a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  
manuscript and book and o the r  w r i t i n g s  on paper,  or  i t s  equiva lent ,  have 
t o  f a c e  up t o  today. 

a )  Most papers c r ea t ed  and used s ince  1850 a r e  r a p i d l y  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  and 
immediate s t e p s  must be taken t o  preserve  those  worth conserving i f  
they  a r e  t o  l a s t  i n t o  t he  next  century.  

b )  Economic methods f o r  t h e  conservat ion  of w r i t i n g s  on s h e e t s  a r e  
c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  and inc lude  min ia tu r i za t ion  on some microform 



and/or d e - a c i d i f i c a t i o n  and lamina t ion .  

c )  Economic methods f o r  d e - a c i d i f i c a t i o n ,  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and lamina t ion  
of  books a r e  no t  y e t  a v a i l a b l e .  Meanwhile, major programs f o r  
microf i lming  s e l e c t e d  " b r i t t l e  books" a r e  underway. 

d )  The l o n g e v i t y  o f  w r i t i n g s  on  paper  can be  extended by reduc ing  t h e  
a c i d  i n t a k e  and c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  befou led  a i r  by a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g  sys -  
tems and by reduc ing  tempera tures  and by a p p r o p r i a t e  r e l a t i v e  
humidi ty c o n t r o l s .  Cont inu ing  r e s e a r c h  1s necessary  t o  de te rmine  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t empera ture  and r e l a t i v e  humidi ty.  (I  can s a f e l y  
p r e d i c t  t h a t  t h e  l i b r a r i a n ,  and t h e  a r c h i v i s t  o f  t h e  near  f u t u r e  
w i l l  have t o  work i n  s t a c k s  where t h e  tempera tures  w i l l  be  k e p t  
a t  0 degrees  F . ,  o r  somewhere near  t h a t  t empera ture . )  

e )  ~ e r m a n e n t / d u r a b l e  p a p e r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and some 
Canadian f i n e  paper  manufac ture rs  a r e  r e a d y  t o  meet permanent/durable 
paper  s t a n d a r d s  when t h e y  have been adopted by enough consumers o f  
such p a p e r s  i n  Canada. The e x t r a  c o s t s  o f  such p a p e r s  a r e  n o t  
e x c e s s i v e .  

I n  d o l l a r  t e rms ,  t h e  organization which i s  ready  t o  r e c e i v e ,  p r o c e s s  
and s e r v i c e  unique and o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  on paper  i s  go ing  t o  have t o  l a y  o u t  
about  $6,000 f o r  t h e  b a s i c  microf i lm camera; $9,000 f o r  t h e  b a s i c  de- 
a c i d i f i c a t i o n  and l a m i n a t i o n  machine; and "no one b u t  t h e  humming b i r d "  
knows what sums f o r  a c i d - f r e e  a i d  t o  p r e s e r v e  and conserve what it c o l l e c t s .  
That institution w i l l  have t o  e n t e r  i n t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  n a t i o n a l  and i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  schemes t o  s h a r e  c o s t s  involved  i n  sav ing ,  somewhere i n  t h e  coun- 
t r y  o r  t h e  world,  a t  l e a s t  one copy o f  what i s  worth conserving,  and i n  
making c o p i e s  a v a i l a b l e  under some f a i r  and r a t i o n a l  and economic scheme, 
t o  t h o s e  who need such w r i t i n g s .  

I summarize by s t a t i n g :  

The c o l l e c t o r  o f  a r c h i v a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  manuscr ip t  and book m a t e r i a l s  
today  has  no b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  i f  h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  
equipped w i t h  a r c h i v a l  microf i lming  equipment and a r c h i v a l  l a m i n a t i n g  
equipment o r  s e r v i c e s ,  and which is  n o t  ready  t o  p rov ide  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
environment f o r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  such  m a t e r i a l s .  

3 .  P r o f e s s i o n a l  Competence o f  t h e  A r c h i v i s t  

For a  long  t ime  t o  come, t h e  most impor tan t  job t h e  a r c h i v i s t  w i l l  
have t o  do i s  t h e  t a s k  o f  s e l e c t i n q  what s h a l l  b e  k e p t .  I have seldom 
seen ,  known o r  found an a r c h i v i s t  competent t o  do t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  j o b  who - 
h a s  n o t  h imse l f  been - f a c e d  w i t h  ---- t h e  t a s k  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  from t h e  
s o u r c e s ,  and who could  produce  a s c h o l a r l y  p u b l i c a t ~ o n  from h i s  s e l e c t i o n  
and s t u d y  o f  t h o s e  s o u r c e s .  

J u s t  a s  impor tan t  a s  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  exper ience ,  is t h e  b u i l t - i n  
i n c l i n a t i o n  of  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  t o  conserve w r i t i n g s  i n  whatever form, and a n  
i n n a t e  compulsion t o  e d u c a t e  h imse l f  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n  t h e  fas t -changing  
developments i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  d a t a  p roduc t ion ,  p r o c e s s i n g ,  s e l e c t i o n ,  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  and r e t r i e v a l .  He must b e  s t r o n g  i n  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  s h a r e  
h i s  c o l l e c t i o n s  through g u i d e s ,  l o a n  o f  d u p l i c a t e d  c o p i e s  and through 
v a l i d  p u b l i c a t i o n  programs. I n  our  t ime ,  he  must be  ready  t o  p u t  h i s  job 



on  t h e  l i n e  over  and over  a g a i n  t o  promote more l i b e r a l i z e d  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  
sources .  

4. T h e U .  S.  

And now, a  p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t :  Over twenty y e a r s  ago, I a s s i s t e d  i n  
d r a f t i n g  a  fo rmal  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  L i b r a r i a n  o f  Congress, which he r e a d  
a t  a  major conference  i n  Mexico and which h a s  s i n c e  become o f f i c i a l  U.  S .  
p o l i c y .  I n  subs tance ,  t h a t  p o l i c y  has  been over  t h e s e  y e a r s .  The Uni ted  
S t a t e s  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  5 count ry  any m a t e r i a l s  which a r e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a q e  o f  t h a t  n a t i o n .  And, i n  hundreds of  fo rmal  ceremonies 
over  t h e  world,  t h i s  p o l i c y  h a s  been c a r r i e d  o u t .  I am reminded of  t h e  
near  $100,000 D r .  Luther  Evans and some o f  t h e  r e s t  of  us  had t o  r a i s e  t o  
b e  enab led  t o  r e t u r n  Lewis C a r r o l l ' s  manuscr ip t  o f  A l i c e  Underqround t o  
t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum. I d o n ' t  deny, human n a t u r e  b e i n g  what it i s ,  t h a t  ind-  
i v i d u a l  c o l l e c t o r s  and some i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  c o l l e c t  w i t h  
t h e i r  d o l l a r s  m a t e r i a l s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Canada. Tha t ,  
however, i s  n o t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  U. S. Government. 

5. CONCLUSION 

May I conclude w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s :  

a )  There a r e  r e a s o n a b l e  economic l i m i t s  t o  t h e  number o f  r e p o s i t o r i e s  
o f  a r c h i v e s  and h i s t o r i c a l  manuscr ip t  c o l l e c t i o n s  which t h e  taxpayer  
w i l l  be  a b l e  and w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t ,  and t h e  Canadian scheme o f  a  - n a t i o n a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  a r c h i v a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  manuscript  r e p o s i t o r -  
i e s  may w e l l  b e  t h a t  economic l i m i t .  

b )  There i s  no q u e s t i o n  t h a t  U n i v e r s i t i e s  a r e  where t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  
s c h o l a r s  who u s e  such m a t e r i a l s  a r e  l o c a t e d ,  and where t h e  f u t u r e  
s c h o l a r s  a r e  t r a i n e d .  The s c h o l a r ' s  convenience and t h e  g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t ' s  needs f o r  such  m a t e r i a l s  may w e l l  r e q u i r e  t h a t  collections 
b e  b u i l t  up i n  t h o s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  where d i s t a n c e  from t h e  n a t i o n a l  o r  
p r o v i n c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s  i s  economical ly p r o h i b i t i v e .  However, t h e  
development o f  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  microform c o p i e s  w i l l  s e r v e  many o f  
t h e s e  requ i rements  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l s .  Cer- 
t a i n l y  t h e r e  can  be  no o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Archives which 
aims a t  p u t t i n g  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  own r e c o r d s  and t h o s e  of  l t s  key 
f i g u r e s  i n  r e a s o n a b l e  o r d e r  f o r  r e a d y  a c c e s s .  The d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  
paper  problem d u r i n g  t h e  nex t  35 y e a r s  may w e l l  be  a l l  t h a t  Univer- 
s i t y  budge ts  can  d e a l  w i t h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  l i b r a r i e s , ,  
which w i l l  no doubt  t a k e  p r i o r i t y  over  most unique w r i t i n g s  on paper .  

c )  I s e e  no r e a s o n  why museums from S t .  Johns t o  Vancouver s h o u l d n ' t  
e x h i b i t  o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  manuscr ip t s .  They'd do w e l l  t o  borrow 
them from t h e  a r c h i v a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  f o r  such  purposes  a s  e x h i b i t s ,  
and n o t  t a k e  over  t h e  c o l l e c t i n g ,  l i s t i n g ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n  and s e r v i c e  
job from t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i v i s t .  

d )  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i v i s t  and l i b r a r i a n  f o r  
s c i e n t i f i c  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  most impor tan t  o f  our  w r i t i n g s  i s  s o  
v i t a l ,  t h a t  we can t o l e r a t e  few amateurs .  The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c h i v i s t  f o r  keeping w i t h i n  economic bounds i n s o f a r  a s  
t h e  t axpayer  is  concerned,  is  s o  s e r i o u s  t h a t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  



p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  a c t i v i t y  must be  s e l f - p o l i c i e d ,  o r  we 
w i l l  f a i l  i n  our  d u t y  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  
and o f  mankind. 
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Most a r c h i v i s t s  d u s t ,  by now, be  w e l l  aware of  t h e  i n t e r e s t  shown by 
t h e  church  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  Lat ter-Day S a i n t s  i n  g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e c o r d s .  
I n  England, twenty y e a r s  ago,  Mormon o r g a n i z e r s  and microf i lm o p e r a t o r s  
working i n  t h i s  f i e l d  impressed u s  w i t h  t h e i r  t remendously e f f i c i e n t  oper -  
a t i o n ,  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y ,  and t h e  g r e a t  c a r e  w i t h  which t h e y  t r e a t e d  t h e  mat- 
e r i a l  which t h e y  were us ing .  The i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  and d e d i c a t i o n  was no t  
i n  q u e s t i o n  and t h i s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  won i n i t i a l  suppor t  f o r  t h e i r  
work when, i n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c i r c l e s ,  t h e r e  was n a t u r a l l y  enough some 
s u s p i c i o n  about  t h e i r  programme and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  b a s i s  f o r  it. Loca l  
a r c h i v i s t s  were very  qu ick  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  immense v a l u e  o f  t h e  work and 
t h e  generous terms on  which c o p i e s  were o f f e r e d .  The u s u a l  p a t t e r n  was 
f o r  u s  t o  pave t h e  way f o r  t h e  Mormons by  g a i n i n g  permiss ion  from t h e  var-  
i o u s  church a u t h o r i t i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  a c c e s s  would b e  unimpeded when t h e  
t ime  came; we a l s o  promised t h e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  we would s u p e r v i s e  t h e  
work i n  a  g e n e r a l  way. Even s o ,  I t h i n k  most o f  u s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  
would f a i l  because o f  t h e  sheer  magnitude of  t h e  t a s k  o r  through l a c k  o f  
funds.  Indeed,  t h e r e  was a  t ime  when t h e  Mormons d i d  have t o  make some 
s t a f f  economies, a d  I was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  s e c u r e  one o f  t h e i r  micro- 
f i l m  o p e r a t o r s  i n  my own r e c o r d  o f f i c e  who was w i t h  me f o r  many y e a r s  and 
gave s p l e n d i d  s e r v i c e  a s  a  microf i lm o p e r a t o r  and an e x p e r t  i n  genealogy.  
For most o f  u s ,  i t  was o f t e n  hard  t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  immense o p r a t i o n  
which l a y  behind t h e  microf i lm cameraman who p a t i e n t l y  accep ted  t h e  o f t e n  
cramped q u a r t e r s  which was a l l  we could  o f f e r  him. An i n v i t a t i o n  twenty 
y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  v i s i t  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  programme, 
was a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  n o t  t o  b e  missed.  On t h e  f a c e  o f  it, "Records p r o t e c -  
t i o n  i n  an u n c e r t a i n  wor ld"  seemed a somewhat daunt ing  theme, and t h e  
f i l l i n g  o f  t h e  four-day conference  w i t h  over  270 l e c t u r e  p a p e r s  d e l i v e r e d  
i n  207 seminars  appeared l i k e l y  t o  s t r a i n  t h e  convent ion  system t o  i t s  
l i m i t s .  However, t h e  mind r a n  back q u i c k l y  through t h o s e  twenty p r e c e d i n g  
y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  w x  and t o  t h e  thousands o f  r e e l s  t o  f i l m  which had 
been p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and e x p e r t l y  completed, cop ied ,  d i s p a t c h e d  and s t o r e d  
i n  S a l t  Lake, and somehow, one knew t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which could  
ach ieve  t h a t  cou ld  indeed  ach ieve  t h e  imposs ib le  w i t h  an e v e n t  o f  t h i s  
s i z e .  

The one i n g r e d i e n t  t h a t  would p r e v e n t  such an o c c a s i o n  becoming 
l i t t l e  more t h a n  a  v a s t  c u l t u r e  f a c t o r y  was a n  al l -encompassing humanity 
t o  s o f t e n  t h e  proceed ings ,  and r i g h t  from our  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  a t  
S a l t  Lake, we r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  would be  p l e n t y  o f  human k indness .  The 
Mormons, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e l r  own mother c i t y ,  a r e  a  remarkably warm and 
f r i e n d l y  people  w i t h  a  n a t u r a l  buoyancy and b u r s t i n g  good s p i r i t s  which 
c a r r i e d  them and u s  a long  d u r i n g  t h e  days t o  come. We, t h e  s p e a k e r s  (and 
t h e r e  were n i n e  Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  among u s ) ,  were e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  t h e  




