
p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  a c t i v i t y  must be  s e l f - p o l i c i e d ,  o r  we 
w i l l  f a i l  i n  our  d u t y  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  
and o f  mankind. 

CONFERENCE COVERAGE: WORLD CONFERENCE ON RECORDS 

S a l t  Lake C i t y  

August 5 - 8, 1969 

Most a r c h i v i s t s  d u s t ,  by now, be  w e l l  aware of  t h e  i n t e r e s t  shown by 
t h e  church  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  o f  Lat ter-Day S a i n t s  i n  g e n e a l o g i c a l  r e c o r d s .  
I n  England, twenty y e a r s  ago,  Mormon o r g a n i z e r s  and microf i lm o p e r a t o r s  
working i n  t h i s  f i e l d  impressed u s  w i t h  t h e i r  t remendously e f f i c i e n t  oper -  
a t i o n ,  t h e i r  i n t e g r i t y ,  and t h e  g r e a t  c a r e  w i t h  which t h e y  t r e a t e d  t h e  mat- 
e r i a l  which t h e y  were us ing .  The i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  and d e d i c a t i o n  was no t  
i n  q u e s t i o n  and t h i s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  won i n i t i a l  suppor t  f o r  t h e i r  
work when, i n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  c i r c l e s ,  t h e r e  was n a t u r a l l y  enough some 
s u s p i c i o n  about  t h e i r  programme and t h e  r e l i g i o u s  b a s i s  f o r  it. Loca l  
a r c h i v i s t s  were very  qu ick  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  immense v a l u e  o f  t h e  work and 
t h e  generous terms on  which c o p i e s  were o f f e r e d .  The u s u a l  p a t t e r n  was 
f o r  u s  t o  pave t h e  way f o r  t h e  Mormons by  g a i n i n g  permiss ion  from t h e  var-  
i o u s  church a u t h o r i t i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  a c c e s s  would b e  unimpeded when t h e  
t ime  came; we a l s o  promised t h e s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  we would s u p e r v i s e  t h e  
work i n  a  g e n e r a l  way. Even s o ,  I t h i n k  most o f  u s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  
would f a i l  because o f  t h e  sheer  magnitude of  t h e  t a s k  o r  through l a c k  o f  
funds.  Indeed,  t h e r e  was a  t ime  when t h e  Mormons d i d  have t o  make some 
s t a f f  economies, a d  I was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  s e c u r e  one o f  t h e i r  micro- 
f i l m  o p e r a t o r s  i n  my own r e c o r d  o f f i c e  who was w i t h  me f o r  many y e a r s  and 
gave s p l e n d i d  s e r v i c e  a s  a  microf i lm o p e r a t o r  and an e x p e r t  i n  genealogy.  
For most o f  u s ,  i t  was o f t e n  hard  t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  immense o p r a t i o n  
which l a y  behind t h e  microf i lm cameraman who p a t i e n t l y  accep ted  t h e  o f t e n  
cramped q u a r t e r s  which was a l l  we could  o f f e r  him. An i n v i t a t i o n  twenty 
y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  v i s i t  S a l t  Lake C i t y ,  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  programme, 
was a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  n o t  t o  b e  missed.  On t h e  f a c e  o f  it, "Records p r o t e c -  
t i o n  i n  an u n c e r t a i n  wor ld"  seemed a somewhat daunt ing  theme, and t h e  
f i l l i n g  o f  t h e  four-day conference  w i t h  over  270 l e c t u r e  p a p e r s  d e l i v e r e d  
i n  207 seminars  appeared l i k e l y  t o  s t r a i n  t h e  convent ion  system t o  i t s  
l i m i t s .  However, t h e  mind r a n  back q u i c k l y  through t h o s e  twenty p r e c e d i n g  
y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  w x  and t o  t h e  thousands o f  r e e l s  t o  f i l m  which had 
been p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  and e x p e r t l y  completed, cop ied ,  d i s p a t c h e d  and s t o r e d  
i n  S a l t  Lake, and somehow, one knew t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which could  
ach ieve  t h a t  cou ld  indeed  ach ieve  t h e  imposs ib le  w i t h  an e v e n t  o f  t h i s  
s i z e .  

The one i n g r e d i e n t  t h a t  would p r e v e n t  such an o c c a s i o n  becoming 
l i t t l e  more t h a n  a  v a s t  c u l t u r e  f a c t o r y  was a n  al l -encompassing humanity 
t o  s o f t e n  t h e  proceed ings ,  and r i g h t  from our  a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  a t  
S a l t  Lake, we r e a l i z e d  t h e r e  would be  p l e n t y  o f  human k indness .  The 
Mormons, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e l r  own mother c i t y ,  a r e  a  remarkably warm and 
f r i e n d l y  people  w i t h  a  n a t u r a l  buoyancy and b u r s t i n g  good s p i r i t s  which 
c a r r i e d  them and u s  a long  d u r i n g  t h e  days t o  come. We, t h e  s p e a k e r s  (and 
t h e r e  were n i n e  Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  among u s ) ,  were e n t e r t a i n e d  a t  t h e  



Hotel  Utah, one of those  v a s t  c i t y  h o t e l s ,  not faded a s  so  many a r e ,  but  
s p o t l e s s l y  kept  and s t i l l  gleaming wi th  an e a r l y  twentieth-century plush- 
i n e s s  reminiscent  of t he  ra i lway age and t h e  charming notion t h a t  t r a v e l -  
l e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  s t a y  i n  pa laces .  Indeed, S a l t  Lake Ci ty  seems q u i t e  
devoid of d i r t  of any kind. 

Throughout t h e  four days, t h e r e  were concer ts  by t h e  Utah Symphony 
Orchestra and B a l l e t  and, of  course,  t h e  Mormon Tabernacle Choir. Every 
evening, i n  t h e  outdoor t h e a t r e ,  t h e r e  was a  performance of  t h e  "Promised 
Valley",  a  dashing musical  i n  t h e  o l d  s t y l e  of "Oklahoma!" o r  thereabouts ,  
which t e l l s  the  s t o r y  of t h e  g r e a t  t r e k  of  t he  Mormon pioneers  t o  Utah 
from t h e i r  e a r l i e r  persecut ions .  This  was performed mostly by younger 
a r t i s t s ,  and was immensely p ro fe s s iona l  i n  i t s  production and d r ive .  To 
some of us ,  it may have seemed r a t h e r  old-fashioned,  but  it i s  neverthe- 
l e s s ,  extremely we l l  done and performed wi th  obvious joy and p l ea su re  i n  
t h e  doing, and t h i s  is  conveyed t o  u s  i n  a  very r e a l  way. 

The t h r e e  hundred papers were given i n  t h e  S a l t  Palace,  an immense 
func t iona l  bui ld ing ,  very simple b u t  most e f f e c t i v e  fo r  t h e  purpose f o r  
which i t  i s  intended;  namely, t o  ga ther  thousands of  people together  t o  
hear each o the r  speak. Every hour, j u s t  s h o r t  of t h e  hour, b e l l s  would 
r i n g  and a g r e a t  concourse of  f o i k  would flow around t h e  co r r ido r s  and 
rooms a s  they  re-grouped themselves fo r  t h e  next  s e s s ion .  Over 8,000 
were on t h e  move a t  one time, flowing from l e c t u r e  t o  l e c t u r e .  Half of 
t h e  audience were members of t h e  Mormon church; t h e  o the r  h a l f ,  genealo- 
g i s t s  and o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  records .  I t  was impossible t o  
a t t e n d  more than  a  few of t h e s e  papers,  bu t  copies would be handed t o  you 
on your way i n  o r  s en t  t o  you i f  they  hadn ' t  a l r eady  been prepared;  and i f  
you were unable t o  a t t end  any l e c t u r e ,  then  you could purchase a  copy of  
t h e  paper f o r  25C. This i n  i t s e l f  was an immense se rv i ce  and involved 
something l i k e  f i v e  mi l l i on  shee t s  of paper i n  t h e  process.  An army of  
volunteer  workers kept  everyth ing  moving smoothly and g r e a t l y  added t o  t h e  
gene ra l  e f f i c i ency .  Probably no o the r  o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  world could 
command such a  f a i t h f u l  band of he lpe r s  on a  s c a l e  l i k e  t h i s .  The r e s u l t  
was t h a t ,  al though t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  going on, it was a l l  c a r r i e d  
o u t  very smoothly and without  f u s s ,  very chee r fu l ly ,  and on a  most 
informal note  so  t h a t  no one f e l t  a s  i f  they  were being hus t l ed  o r  ordered  
around o r  forced  t o  move f a s t e r  than  he f e l t  i nc l ined .  

The var ious  broad f i e l d s  of  s tudy were l e t t e r e d  from "A" t o  I'M" 
which g i v e s  you an idea  of t h e  range covered. Areas "A" and "B" were of  
t h e  main concern t o  a r c h i v i s t s  s ince  they  d e a l t  wi th  t he  c r ea t ion ,  s to rage  
and p re se rva t ion  of  records  i n  a rchives  and l i b r a r i e s ,  and modern methods 
of  r e t r i e v a l  s torage  and p re se rva t ion .  Nevertheless,  he would have been 
a  d u l l  dog indeed who d id  not  savour some of  t h e  more e s o t e r i c  d e l i g h t s  
of  t h i s  occasion,  such a s  t h e  ancient  roya l  genealogies of Egypt and t h e  
ex t en t  and p re se rva t ion  of  o r i g i n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  r eco rds  i n  Japan or  t h e  
content  and use of  Chinese l o c a l  h i s t o r y ,  each a s  always, de l ive red  by an 
expe r t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  brought t o  t he  Conference a t  t h e  expense and on t h e  
i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  Genealogical Society of  t h e  Mormon Church. No one could 
complain a t  the  s tandard  of t h e  papers,  which was very high indeed. I n  
many cases ,  they were of t h e  survey type,  opening up a  whole f i e l d  unfam- 
i l i a r  t o  many hearers ,  bu t  de l ive red  wi th  a  c l a r i t y ,  grasp  and command 
which only  an acknowledged a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h a t  f i e l d  could provide.  

There was p l en ty  of oppor tuni ty  f o r  informal t a l k s  wi th  s p e c i a l i s t s  
from most p a r t s  of t h e  world t h a t  one wished t o  know about, and i n  t h i s  



minia ture  genealogica l  Expo, over 46 coun t r i e s  could be v i s i t e d  i n  conver- 
s a t i on .  

But, behind t h i s  g r e a t  concourse and sound of l ea rn ing  and not  too 
many mi les  away, t h e  l a s t i n g  monument t o  t h e  v i s i o n  of t h e  Genealogical  
Socie ty  o f  t h e  Church of Latter-Day S a i n t s  is  i t s  g r a n i t e  mountain v a u l t .  
The Socie ty ,  which has i t s  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  cen t r e  of t h e  c i t y ,  was founded 
i n  1894 and by t h e  p re sen t  time, employs 550 people and has a  budget of 
$5 mi l l i on  a  year .  I t  i s  a t  p r e sen t  f i lming t h e  records  of  17 coun t r i e s  
and each month r ece ives  400,000 f e e t  of microfilm. The copies of t h i s  
f i lm  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  Socie ty ,  but  t h e  o r i g i n a l  masters  
a r e  permanently maintained i n  t h e  g r a n i t e  mountain v a u l t .  Here, an aston- 
i sh ing  p i ece  of  engineer ing  has carved a  hole  o u t  of t h e  middle of a  
mountain which w i l l  make t h e  v a u l t  "proof" aga ins t  anything bu t  a  d i r e c t  
h i t  from nuclear  weapons. Above t h e  v a u l t ,  t h e r e  towers 700 f e e t  of  s o l i d  
g r a n i t e  mountain which g ives  some idea of  t he  s i z e  of  t he  ope ra t ion .  The 
n a t u r a l  humidity i s  almost e x a c t l y  c o r r e c t ,  al though it i s  con t ro l l ed ,  
and a t  p r e sen t ,  650,000 r o l l s  of  microfi lm a r e  s to red  here .  The v a u l t  
c o n s i s t s  of s i x  rooms, each wi th  a  capaci ty  of 885,400 microfi lm r o l l s .  
I n  add i t i on  (and t h i s  i s  a  bonus which the  engineers  d id  not  expect  t o  
r e c e i v e ) ,  t h e r e  is  a  n a t u r a l  sp r ing  which provides j u s t  t he  r i g h t  k ind  of 
water f o r  process ing  t h e  f i lm ,  y i e ld ing  8,700 ga l lons  a  day which i s  2,700 
ga l lons  I n  excess of t h e  p re sen t  d a i l y  requirements.  

Pa r i sh  r e g i s t e r s  and s imi l a r  sources  a r e  not  j u s t  l e f t  on r o l l s  of 
f i lm  bu t  a r e  being compiled on t o  computer tape  and p r i n t e d  ou t  i n  alpha- 
b e t i c a l  arrangement f o r  search  purposes. I had t h e  g r e a t  personal  p lea-  
su re  of s ee ing  p a r i s h  records  once i n  my custody which had been f i lmed 
while I was i n  England and processed i n  t h i s  way. These a r e  not  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  s a l e  t o  t h e  pub l i c  s ince  they  a r e  not  published,  but  t h e  pub l i c  a r e  
i n v i t e d  t o  make simple, s h o r t  and s p e c i f i c  i n q u i r i e s  which do not  involve 
research .  This s e rv i ce  of t h e  Socie ty  i s  not  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  members of t h e  
Mormon church. 

To my mind, t h e  conference resolved  one of t h e  g r e a t  ques t ions  which 
was uppermost i n  t h e  minds of  most of us  who a t tended,  and t h a t  was t h e  
f a t e  of a l l  t h i s  g r e a t  mass of  record  on microfilm which was streaming 
ou t  of Europe and ac ros s  t he  world. Was it j u s t  being accumulated aga ins t  
a  time i n  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  f u t u r e  when i t  might be processed? Was a l l  t h i s  
information locked up t o  be used only  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t he  L.D.S. church? 
Was t h e  s cho la r sh ip  which was going i n t o  t h e  t r a n s c r i b i n g  of anc i en t  p a r i s h  
r e g i s t e r s  adequate fo r  t h e  t a s k  which was being performed? A l l  t he se  
ques t iogs  were soon answered. The L.D.S. Church was i n  e f f e c t  s e t t i n g  up 
a  world-wide cen t r e  f o r  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  and v i t a l  records  which w i l l  
probably be unique o f ' i t s  k ind  and may develop i n t o  a  g r e a t  c e n t r a l  re -  
search  agency. The very h ighes t  s tandards  a r e  being maintained i n  a l l  
t h e  work being c a r r i e d  out  and t r a n s c r i p t i o n  i s  being checked and cross-  
checked a l l  t he  time. Film i s  be ing  processed cont inual ly ,  ahd t h e r e  i s  
a  s t a f f  of  500 wi th in  t h e  genealogica l  soc i e ty  dea l ing  wi th  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  
i n  one way o r  another.  Of course,  t h e  records  a r e  p r imar i ly  being used 
by members of t h e  L.D.S. Church and t o  s ee  250 microfi lm r eade r s  a l l  
working a t  f u l l  s t r e t c h  i n  one room is  q u i t e  a  r eve l a t i on .  A t  t h e  same 
time, t h e  Socie ty  i s  most conscious of  i t s  debt  t o  those i n s t i t u t i o n s  
which have made a v a i l a b l e  t h e i r  t r ea su red  records  and it i s  prepared t o  
provide copies of f i l m  from t h e  masters  s t o r e d  i n  t h e  g r a n i t e  mountain 
v a u l t  i n  t h e  event  of l o s s  o r  damage t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  record .  The Socie ty  
r e s p e c t s  most met iculous ly  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  which may be placed on access  



t o  t h e  f i lming  of records ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  need, t he re fo re ,  have no 
apprehensions on t h i s  score .  

This  g r e a t  conference w i l l  have a l l ayed  any doubts which may have 
l i nge red  about t h e  capac i ty  of t h e  church of Latter-Day S a i n t s  t o  c a r r y  
ou t  i t s  programme, and anyone who i s  approached by members of t he  Church 
t o  d i scus s  a p r o j e c t  f o r  h i s  own area  can expect  t h a t ,  i f  an agreement i s  
reached,  i t  w i l l  be on very generous terms and honoured abso lu t e ly .  

Ed. 

CONFERENCE COVERAGE: PRAIRIE ARCHIVISTS' MEETING 

Regina 

October 18th ,  1969 

F i f t e e n  a r c h i v i s t s  from var ious  r c p o s i t o r i e s  i n  t h e  P r a i r i e  Provinces 
assembled i n  Regina on 18th  October 1969 -- t h e  f i r s t  r eg iona l  meeting of  
i t s  kind i n  Canada. The purpose o f  t h e  meeting was t o  enable a r c h i v i s t s  
who could not  always a t t end  t h e  annual conferences of  t h e  Canadian Histor-  
i c a l  Assoc i a t i on ' s  Archives Sect ion ,  t o  meet w i th  one another and t o  d i s -  
cuss common p ro fe s s iona l ,  t e chn ica l  and r e g i o n a l  ma t t e r s  of i n t e r e s t .  I n  
a t tendance  were: 

4 from t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives of Saskatchewan 
3 from t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives of  Manitoba 
1 from t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives of Alberta 
4 from t h e  Glenbow-Alberta I n s t i t u t e  Archives, Calgary, Alberta 
1 from t h e  Chancery Off ice ,  Roman Cathol ic  Archdiocese of  Edrmnton, 

Alberta 
1 from t h e  Archives of  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Alber ta ,  Edmonton 
1 from t h e  Archives of t h e  Canadian Rockies, Banff, Alber ta .  

An agenda, stemming from b r i e f  t a l k s  he ld  i n  Calgary on 1st March, 1969, 1 
during t h e  Conference on Western Canadian S tud ie s  was drawn up and c i r cu -  
l a t e d  i n  advance of t h e  meeting by t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archiv is t  of  Alber ta .  
Bearing i n  mind t h e  common wish t h a t  a meeting would be a s  informal a s  a / 
poss ib l e ,  no papers were prepared i n  advance, bu t  f o r  each of  t h e  main 1 
t o p i c s  f o r  cons idera t ion ,  one de l ega t e  was reques ted  t o  cha i r  t h e  meeting 
so a s  t o  provide some d i r e c t i o n  t o  d i scus s ions .  Out of f i v e  s p e c i a l  to-  ! 
pits p ro f f e red  on t h e  agenda, two had t o  be omi t ted  owing t o  shor tage  of 
time. Discussions were so  f l u e n t  and r e l e v a n t  t h a t  t h e  meeting unanimously 
agreed t h a t  it was more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  explore  fewer t op i c s  i n  depth than  t o  

I 
! 

skim over o t h e r s  simply because they  were on t h e  agenda. i 
I 

The morning opened wi th  welcoming remarks by Al lan  Turner on behalf  
of t h e  Saskatchewan Archives Board and h i s  co l leagues  from Regina and 
Saskatoon. He chai red  most of  t h e  morning se s s ion  when a r ep re sen ta t i ve  
from each i n s t i t u t i o n  spoke of t h e  main f e a t u r e s  of  h i s  r epos i to ry ,  methods 
of budgeting and opera t ing ,  programmes i n  hand and proposed, and s t a f f  
ma t t e r s .  These rkkumes were i n t e r spe r sed  wi th  many ques t ions  and comments: 
members were impressed by t h e  v a r i e t y  of o rgan iza t iona l  arrangements 
r e spec t ing  t h e  p ro t ec t ion  of a rchives  i n  t h e  p r a i r i e  reg ion  and t h e r e  was 
a gene ra l  agreement t h a t  stemming from t h e  experience of  each o f f i c e ,  




