
t o  t h e  f i lming  of records ,  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  need, t he re fo re ,  have no 
apprehensions on t h i s  score .  

This  g r e a t  conference w i l l  have a l l ayed  any doubts which may have 
l i nge red  about t h e  capac i ty  of t h e  church of Latter-Day S a i n t s  t o  c a r r y  
ou t  i t s  programme, and anyone who i s  approached by members of t he  Church 
t o  d i scus s  a p r o j e c t  f o r  h i s  own area  can expect  t h a t ,  i f  an agreement i s  
reached,  i t  w i l l  be on very generous terms and honoured abso lu t e ly .  

Ed. 

CONFERENCE COVERAGE: PRAIRIE ARCHIVISTS' MEETING 

Regina 

October 18th ,  1969 

F i f t e e n  a r c h i v i s t s  from var ious  r c p o s i t o r i e s  i n  t h e  P r a i r i e  Provinces 
assembled i n  Regina on 18th  October 1969 -- t h e  f i r s t  r eg iona l  meeting of  
i t s  kind i n  Canada. The purpose o f  t h e  meeting was t o  enable a r c h i v i s t s  
who could not  always a t t end  t h e  annual conferences of  t h e  Canadian Histor-  
i c a l  Assoc i a t i on ' s  Archives Sect ion ,  t o  meet w i th  one another and t o  d i s -  
cuss common p ro fe s s iona l ,  t e chn ica l  and r e g i o n a l  ma t t e r s  of i n t e r e s t .  I n  
a t tendance  were: 

4 from t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives of Saskatchewan 
3 from t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives of  Manitoba 
1 from t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archives of Alberta 
4 from t h e  Glenbow-Alberta I n s t i t u t e  Archives, Calgary, Alberta 
1 from t h e  Chancery Off ice ,  Roman Cathol ic  Archdiocese of  Edrmnton, 

Alberta 
1 from t h e  Archives of  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  Alber ta ,  Edmonton 
1 from t h e  Archives of t h e  Canadian Rockies, Banff, Alber ta .  

An agenda, stemming from b r i e f  t a l k s  he ld  i n  Calgary on 1st March, 1969, 1 
during t h e  Conference on Western Canadian S tud ie s  was drawn up and c i r cu -  
l a t e d  i n  advance of t h e  meeting by t h e  P rov inc i a l  Archiv is t  of  Alber ta .  
Bearing i n  mind t h e  common wish t h a t  a meeting would be a s  informal a s  a / 
poss ib l e ,  no papers were prepared i n  advance, bu t  f o r  each of  t h e  main 1 
t o p i c s  f o r  cons idera t ion ,  one de l ega t e  was reques ted  t o  cha i r  t h e  meeting 
so a s  t o  provide some d i r e c t i o n  t o  d i scus s ions .  Out of f i v e  s p e c i a l  to-  ! 
pits p ro f f e red  on t h e  agenda, two had t o  be omi t ted  owing t o  shor tage  of 
time. Discussions were so  f l u e n t  and r e l e v a n t  t h a t  t h e  meeting unanimously 
agreed t h a t  it was more p r o f i t a b l e  t o  explore  fewer t op i c s  i n  depth than  t o  

I 
! 

skim over o t h e r s  simply because they  were on t h e  agenda. i 
I 

The morning opened wi th  welcoming remarks by Al lan  Turner on behalf  
of t h e  Saskatchewan Archives Board and h i s  co l leagues  from Regina and 
Saskatoon. He chai red  most of  t h e  morning se s s ion  when a r ep re sen ta t i ve  
from each i n s t i t u t i o n  spoke of t h e  main f e a t u r e s  of  h i s  r epos i to ry ,  methods 
of budgeting and opera t ing ,  programmes i n  hand and proposed, and s t a f f  
ma t t e r s .  These rkkumes were i n t e r spe r sed  wi th  many ques t ions  and comments: 
members were impressed by t h e  v a r i e t y  of o rgan iza t iona l  arrangements 
r e spec t ing  t h e  p ro t ec t ion  of a rchives  i n  t h e  p r a i r i e  reg ion  and t h e r e  was 
a gene ra l  agreement t h a t  stemming from t h e  experience of  each o f f i c e ,  



t h e r e  were developments t o  be achieved - and avoided. References t o  t he  
work of t h e  Glenbow-Alberta I n s t i t u t e  Archives i n  prepar ing  teaching  k i t s  
l a i d  emphasis on t h e  need f o r  a s t i l l  c lo se r  rapprochement between t h e  
schoolroom and t h e  a r ch ives  o f f i c e .  

When t h e  d iscuss ions  moved t o  consider p r a i r i e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  docu- 
mentary r e p a i r ,  John Bovey (P rov inc i a l  Arch iv i s t  of Manitoba) took t h e  cha i r .  
A l i t t l e  r e p a i r  along t r a d i t i o n a l  l i n e s ,  us ing  ch i f fon ,  had been c a r r i e d  
o u t  i n  t h e  Glenbow-Alberta I n s t i t u t e  Archives, and i n  Manitoba a laminating 
machine had been used wi th  i n d i f f e r e n t  success i n  r e s t o r i n g  c l i pp ings  i n  
scrapbooks. V i r t u a l l y  nothing was done i n  t h e  o the r  p r a i r i e  o f f i c e s .  The 
R.C.M.P. l a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  Regina o r  Winnipeg were prepared occas iona l ly  t o  
a s s i s t  i n  un ro l l i ng  o r  unfolding badly creased and f r i a b l e  documents. 
Reference was made t o  s p e c i a l  arrangements f o r  r e p a i r  of p a r t i c u l a r l y  s ig-  
n i f i c a n t  maps by t h e  Publ ic  Archives of Canada on an @ b a s i s .  The 
type of equipment used i n  t h e  Federa l  Archives was f a r  t oo  expensive f o r  
any ind iv idua l  p r a i r i e  o f f i c e  t o  consider i n s t a l l i n g ,  bu t  it was hoped 
t h a t  new European techniques would even tua l ly  reduce t h e  c o s t  of  laminat ing  
machines. Much d i scus s ion  cen t r ed  around t h e  need t o  t r a i n  more people i n  
documentary r e p a i r  i n  Technical  Colleges,  Rehab i l i t a t i on  Centres and Voc- 
a t i o n a l  Schools f o r  p a r t i a l l y  handicapped people. There seemed l i t t l e  
purpose i n  s e t t i n g  up r e p a i r  shops t o  meet t h e  obvious needs of o n e ' s  
c o l l e c t i o n s  un le s s  t h e r e  was a supply of t r a i n e d  o r  even semi-trained 
r e p a i r e r s .  The chairman of t h e  meeting encouraged members t o  exchange 
information on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t o  make use of  t he  Repai rers '  News Sheet  i s sued  
by the  Socie ty  of Arch iv i s t s  i n  t h e  United Kingdom, and t o  p re s s  paper 
manufacturers and a l l i e d  r e sea rch  o rgan iza t ions  t o  pay more a t t e n t i o n  t o  
t h e  production of  durable  paper f o r  r eco rd  purposes. Allan Turner (Prov- 
i n c i a l  Arch iv i s t  of Saskatchewan) o f f e r e d  t o  explore  through t h e  P r a i r i e  
Economic Council,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  c e n t r a l  f a c i l i t i e s  on 
a cos t -shar ing  b a s i s .  The meeting warmly endorsed t h e  idea ,  and asked M r .  
Turner t o  advise  members of  t h e  r e s u l t s  of any nego t i a t i ons .  

A d iscuss ion  on o r a l  h i s t o r y  was launched wi th  a s ta tement  by t h e  
chairman, J i m  Parker (Archiv is t  of  t h e  Univers i ty  of Alber ta  and member of 
t h e  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  Assoc i a t i on ' s  Archives S e c t i o n ' s  Ora l  H i s to ry  
Committee). He expressed hopes t h a t  t h e  Committee would f u l f i l  i t s  pro- 
mise of b r ing ing  o r a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  in terv iewers  and a r c h i v i s t s  t oge the r ,  
and t h a t  Miss Chisholm would be  a b l e  t o  prepare  a r e p o r t  on methods and 
techniques.  I f  t h e  Committee f a i l e d  t o  serve  a u se fu l  purpose wi th in  t h e  
next  two years ,  however, t h e  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion  should con- 
s i d e r  s e t t i n g  up a f u l l  s c a l e  Ora l  His tory  Sect ion .  Alan Ridge (Provin- 
c i a l  Arch iv i s t  o f  A lbe r t a )  suggested t h a t  i f  a union l i s t  o f  in terv iews 
were t o  be compiled ac ros s  Canada, c o n s ~ d e r a t i o n  should be g i v e n t o  ob- 
t a i n i n g  da ta  i n  such a form t h a t  it could r e a d i l y  be f e d  i n t o  a computer. 
The meeting noted t h a t  t apes  of  in terv iews wi th  many o ld t imers  and eminent 
people i n  t he  r eg ion  were prepared by l o c a l  r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  and t h e  c.B.C. 
Methods of s e a r i n g  t h e  b e s t  of t he se  f o r  permanent p re se rva t ion  i n  an 
archives  o f f i c e  needed t o  be worked ou t .  The meeting agreed t h a t  a s e s s ion  
on o r a l  h i s t o r y  should be provided during t h e  annual conference of t h e  
Archives Sec t ion  i n  1970. 

Sheilagh Jameson (Arch iv i s t  of  t h e  Glenbow-Alberta I n s t i t u t e )  cha i red  
t h e  d iscuss ions  on photocopying s e r v i c e s  and remarked on t h e  i nc reas ing  
demands f o r  such se rv i ces .  Members from each o f f i c e  descr ibed  the  photo- 
copying f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n s .  ~ i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  
copymg c ing  f i lms  had been experienced,  and it appeared a s  though t h e  



nea re s t  process ing  l a b o r a t o r i e s  were i n  Vancouver o r  Toronto. Se l ec t ed  
n i t r a t e  f i lms  might be o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  Nat ional  Film Board on t h e  under- 
s tanding  t h a t  p r i n t s  be suppl ied  eventua l ly .  Requests f o r  Xeroxing, pho- 
t o s t a t i n g  o r  reproducing by a 3-M machine ought t o  be considered on t h e i r  
mer i t s .  Arch iv i s t s  should t ake  i n t o  account t h e  wear and t e a r  on t h e i r  
records ,  and whether some c l i e n t s  abused t h e  s e r v i c e s  by demanding unrea- 
sonably l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s .  The chairman touched on t h e  experience o f  t h e  
Glenbow Archives i n  i t s  dea l ings  wi th  companies such a s  t h e  Calgary and 
Regional Educational  Televis ion  Company and Canawest i n  a s s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
p repa ra t ion  of h i s t o r i c a l  and educat ional  f i lms .  

The bus iness  meeting, when t h e  day ' s  d iscuss ions  were appra ised ,  was 
chai red  by Alan Ri'dge. There was agreement t h a t  t h e  informal atmosphere 
had pa id  dividends and t h a t  an occas ional  assembly (not  more than once a 
yea r )  i n  one o r  o ther  of t h e  P r a i r i e  c i t i e s  would be of continuing value.  
There was no wish t o  s e t  up a formal o rgan iza t ion ,  and c e r t a i n l y  no in ten-  
t i o n  of breaking away from t h e  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion ' s  Archives 
Sect ion .  On the  cont rary ,  members f e l t  t h a t  such r eg iona l  meetings com- 
plemented t h e  work of  t h e  Archives Sect ion ,  and enr iched t h e i r  p ro fe s s iona l  
knowledge and experience.  There seemed l i t t l e  po in t  i n  scheddling a 
meeting i n  1970 because a r c h i v i s t s  would be ga the r ing  i n  Winnipeg f o r  two 
o the r  conferences,  i n  Calgary f o r  one and probably i n  Regina f o r  another 
dur ing  t h e  year.  The next  assembly was, t he re fo re ,  contemplated f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  ha l f  of 1971 and p l ans  would be made some four  months i n  advance. 
I n v i t a t i o n s  would be accorded t o  a r c h i v i s t s  from adjacent  s t a t e s  o r  prov- 
i nces  i f  t h e  programme warranted it. Members confirmed t h a t  they  would be 
p leased  t o  cooperate i n  t h e  compilat ion of a  d i r e c t o r y  of Canadian archiv- 
i s t s  and r e p o s i t o r i e s  and would be ready t o  advise  t h e  Hon. Edi tor  of 
a d d i t i o n a l  names t o  be approached. The ques t ion  of a  course being he ld  
a t  Car le ton  Univers i ty  i n  1970 was s t i l l  unresolved and John Bovey, a s  
Chairman of t h e  Archives Sect ion ,  was asked t o  g e t  i n  touch wi th  t h e  
Acting ~ o m i n i o n  Archiv is t  and D r .  Wurtele. With regard  t o  t h e  S e c t i o n ' s  
annual  meeting i n  Winnipeg i n  June, 1970, members agreed wi th  t he  idea  of 
having a panel  d iscuss ion  on bus iness  a r ch ives  and records .  Representa- 
t i v e  speakers should be drawn from t h e  p ro fe s s iona l  i n s t i t u t e s  of cha r t e r -  
ed accountants  and s e c r e t a r i e s  and from t h e  Canadian Chamber of Commerce. 

Before concluding t h e  bus iness  meeting and t h e  day ' s  work, m .  Ridge 
pa id  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  of  M r .  and Mrs. Turner on t h e  eve 
of t h e  conference and t o  t h e  gene ros i ty  of  t h e  Saskatchewan Archives Board 
i n  e n t e r t a i n i n g  members t o  an e x c e l l e n t  luncheon. The congenial  atmosphere 
c r ea t ed  by Allan Turner and h i s  co l leagues  throughout t h e  meeting and dur- 
i ng  t h e  tour  of t h e  s to rage  and r e sea rch  f a c i l i t i e s  on t h e  t o p  f l o o r  of  
t h e  new ~ i b r a r y  Building on t h e  Regina Campus, served t o  make t h e  occas ion  
thoroughly enjoyable.  A t  s h o r t  n o t i c e ,  Georgeen B a r a s s  of t h e  Glenbow- 
Alber ta  I n s t i t u t e  Archives agreed t o  take  t h e  minutes of t h e  meeting. 
Without her meticulous record  which has been c i r c u l a t e d  t o  a l l  r epos i to r -  
i e s  represented  a t  t h e  meeting, t h e  compilat ion of t h i s  b r i e f  r e p o r t  would 
have been v i r t u a l l y  impossible. Acknowledgment of  her work i s  accorded 
wi th  s i n c e r e  g r a t i t u d e .  

Alan D. Ridge 
P rov inc i a l  Arch iv i s t  of Alberta 

An informal meeting of  provinc ia l -  a r c h i v i s t s  wi th  t h e  Acting Dominion 
Archiv is t  was held i n  t h e  Pub l i c  Archives of Canada on March 2nd-3rd, a t  
which mat ters  of common i n t e r e s t  were d iscussed .  




