
HANSARD COMMONS DEBATE May 1, 1969 

( E n g l i s h )  GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS 
Release  t o  Arch ives  o f  Records i n  
E x i s t e n c e  f o r  T h i r t y  Years 

Right  Hon. P. E. Trudeau (Prime M i n i s t e r ) :  M r .  Speaker ,  I should  l i k e  t o  
announce a  p o l i c y  t o  make a v a i l a b l e  f o r  r e s e a r c h  and o t h e r  p u b l i c  u s e  a  
l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Canadian government p r i o r  t o  J u l y  1, 
1939, a s  would be  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t .  The c a b i n e t  
s e c r e t a r i a t  and t h e  departments  and a g e n c i e s  o f  government a r e  be ing  
asked  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s  which a r e  more 
t h a n  30 y e a r s  o l d  t o  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  under t h e  normal 
r u l e s  o f  a c c e s s  i n  f o r c e  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Arch ives .  

C e r t a i n  r e c o r d s  w i l l  be  exempted from p u b l i c  a c c e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  
t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  which might  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  Canada's e x t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  
v i o l a t e  t h e  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  o r  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y .  However, it i s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t h a t  a  v a s t  p o r t i o n  o f  
Canada 's  r e c o r d s  p r i o r  t o  mid-1939 w i l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
Archives d u r i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r ,  and t h a t  annua l  t r a n s f e r s  b e  made i n  
subsequent  y e a r s .  

While c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  r e c o r d s  t o  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  have 
a l r e a d y  been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Arch ives ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  s t i l l  
i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  c a b i n e t  s e c r e t a r i a t  and t h e  v a r i o u s  departments  and 
a g e n c i e s  o f  government. The volume o f  them is such t h a t  it w i l l  t a k e  
some t ime  t o  s c r e e n  and a r r a n g e  f o r  a n  o r d e r l y  f low of  documents t o  t h e  
Arch ives .  Within t h e s e  p r a c t i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  however, e v e r y  e f f o r t  
w i l l  be  made t o  p r o v i d e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  p a p e r s  a s  promptly a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  b e g i n n m g  on J u l y  1, 1969. 

The g e n e r a l  r u l e  w i l l  be  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n s  noted,  a l l  r e c o r d s  
over  30 y e a r s  o l d  w i l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Arch ives  and made a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  departments  and a g e n c i e s  w i l l  be encouraged 
t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  Archives r e c o r d s  l e s s  t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d ,  i n s o f a r  
a s  t h i s  would be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n  of  t h e  d e p a r t -  
ments o r  a g e n c i e s  involved .  Although t h e s e  more r e c e n t  r e c o r d s  would 
remain under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  concerned,  t h e y  could  be  made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  under  t e rms  and c o n d i t i o n s  t o  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  m i n i s t e r  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Dominion A r c h i v i s t .  
A s  f o r  r e c o r d s  l e s s  t h a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d  and which a r e  r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  
cus tody  o f  t h e  departments  and a g e n c i e s ,  c o n t r o l l e d  a c c e s s  may be  per -  
m i t t e d  i n  s p e c i a l  c a s e s ,  a g a i n  under t e rms  and c o n d i t i o n s  t o  b e  e s t a b l i -  
shed by t h e  m i n i s t e r  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Dominion A r c h i v i s t .  

( E n g l i s h )  

Because o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  c a b i n e t  and c a b i n e t  committee documents and 
minutes ,  t h e y  w i l l  i n  no c a s e  b e  made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  examinat ion 



u n t i l  they  a r e  20 yea r s  o l d .  Former Prime Minis te rs  and min i s t e r s  w i l l ,  
of course,  be given access  on r eques t  t o  such of those  r eco rds  a s  o r ig in -  
a t ed  during t h e i r  var ious  per iods  i n  o f f i c e ,  i n  order  t o  r e f r e s h  t h e i r  
memor i e s  . 
Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  f u t u r e  years ,  beginning i n  1970, w i l l  be t h e  
r e l e a s e  of annual po r t i ons  of r eco rds  of  t h e  cabine t  war committee f o r  
t he  per iod  1940-1945. I n  1974, r eco rds  of t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of  t h e  cabi-  
ne t  w i l l  begin t o  be made a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  f i r s t  formal recording  of  i t s  
proceedings having begun i n  e a r l y  1944. 

I n  announcing t h i s  pol icy ,  I should l i k e  t o  express  t h e  government's 
b e l i e f  t h a t  it w i l l  meet w i th  t h e  approval  of Canadian scho la r s ,  members 
of learned  s o c i e t i e s  and o t h e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  Canadian 
government. I n  a  broader sense ,  it exemplif ies t h e  government's d e s i r e  
t o  s t imu la t e  i n t e r e s t  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of  government by 
Canadians gene ra l ly .  

Hon. Robert L. S t a n f i e l d  (Leader of  t h e  Opposi t ion) :  Mr. Speaker, I 
should l i k e  t o  express  my approval  of  t h e  statement made by t h e  Prime 
Minister  ( M r .  Trudeau) who was kind and cons idera te  enough to  consu l t  me, 
and I be l i eve  o t h e r s ,  about t h i s  proposal  which I hope w i l l  f a c i l i t a t e  
t h e  work of  s cho la r s  i n  our country.  I do not know whether it w i l l  have 
any adverse e f f e c t  upon j o u r n a l i s t s  l i k e  M r .  Wilson and M r .  Westel l ,  bu t  
sub jec t  t o  t h a t  s o r t  of  cons idera t ion ,  I th ink  it w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  be 
widely approved i n  t h e  country a t  l a r g e .  

M r .  Barry Mather (Surrey) : Mr. Speaker, I am s u r e  many members of t h e  
house w i l l  welcome t h e  announcement made today by t h e  Prime Minis te r  on 
t h i s  very important sub jec t .  We f e e l  t h a t  it i s  a  s t e p  i n  t h e  r i g h t  
d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  cons iderably  overdue. As some may r e c a l l ,  a  b i l l  was 
presented  by a  member on t h i s  s i d e  of  t h e  house a t  a  former s e s s ion  
urging something very much i n  t h e  na tu re  of  what has now been put  fo r -  
ward. While it i s  l a t e  and meagre, we do f e e l  t h a t  a c t i o n  has been taken 
i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  

(Trans la t ion)  

Mr.  gal Caouette (Temiscamingue) : MY. Speaker, we i n  t h e  ~ a l l i & n e n t  
~ r e ' d i t i s t e ,  approve t h e  Prime Minis te r  ( M r .  Trudeau) who has j u s t  announ- 
ced a  new po l i cy  t o  make government papers,  30 years  o l d  o r  more, a v a i l -  
a b l e  f o r  research  purposes. 

M r .  Speaker, t h e  po l i cy  w i l l  enable men of  l e t t e r s  and members of s c i e n t i -  
f i c  s o c i e t i e s  i n  Canada t o  do t h e i r  work much more e a s i l y  and t o  w r i t e  an  
accu ra t e  h i s t o r y  of  Canada. 




