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The g a u n t l e t  was c a s t  down i n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  of The Canadian Arch iv i s t  
by Hugh A .  Taylor when he expressed i n  h i s  a r t i c l e ,  "Administrat ive H i s -  
to ry :  An A r c h i v i s t ' s  Need", a  d e s i r e  t o  see  more s t u d i e s  made of  t h e  
admin i s t r a t i ve  o f f i c e s  producing records  and cautioned t h a t :  "We cannot 
accu ra t e ly  ar range  o r  a s s e s s  t h e  s ign i f i cance  of  a  department 's  records 
u n t i l  we understand thoroughly how i t  works.'ll But who should undertake 
such s t u d i e s  - a r c h i v i s t s  o r  h i s t o r i a n s ?  Deta i led  h i s t o r i c a l  r e sea rch  
work i s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  job; but  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  could provoke o r  s t i m u l a t e  
admin i s t r a t i ve  s t u d i e s  by tak ing  t h e  records  he access ions ,  s o r t s  and 
inventor ies ,  and prepare  a b r i e f  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ' s  use,  o u t l i n i n g  
t h e  s t rong  po in t s  of  a  c o l l e c t i o n  and suggest ing va luable  admin i s t r a t i ve  
themes t h a t  might be explored.  I f  t h i s  information reaches  p ro fe s so r s  
respons ib le  f o r  guiding post-graduate s t u d i e s ,  no doubt uncommitted s tu -  
dents  could be encouraged t o  undertake admin i s t r a t i ve  research .  

~f  the  a r c h i v i s t  i s  ambit ious,  o r  masochis t ica l ly  enjoys spending 
evenings and weekends doing h i s t o r i c a l  research ,  he might s e l e c t  a  pro- 
mising record  s e r i e s ,  decide upon a c r i t i c a l  f o c a l  po in t  o r  theme, a mom- 
entous event  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  adminis t ra tor ,  and do a b r i e f  
h i s t o r i c a l  s tudy himself!  By us ing  t h e  records  of New Brunswick Crown 
Lands, and by s e l e c t i n g  t h e  Loya l i s t  s e t t l emen t  from 1784 t o  1790 a s  my 
theme, I have at tempted a b r i e f  s tudy of some of t h e  key o f f i c i a l s  invol-  
ved i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  Loya l i s t s  t o  t h e i r  lands,  wi th  s p e c i a l  emphasis being 
placed upon t h e  Surveyor-General and h i s  deput ies ,  t h e i r  funct ions ,  t h e i r  
problems and t h e i r  accomplishments, a s  t he se  admin i s t r a to r s  laboured t o  
provide t h e  Loya l i s t s  w i th  lands .  

A f lood of  Loya l i s t s  poured i n t o  New Brunswick i n  t h e  Spring and F a l l  
of  1783, c r e a t i n g  an  i n s t a n t  populat ion of defea ted ,  demoralized refugees ,  
stunned by t h e i r  uprooting from t h e  r e b e l l i o u s  American colonies  and faced  
with t h e  de r e s s i n g  neces s i t y  of r e - e s t ab l i sh ing  themselves i n  a v i r t u a l  
wilderness.' The need f o r  land  was paramount; it meant su rv iva l ,  food, 
f u e l ;  it a l s o  meant s t a t u s  and wealth - a reward f o r  t h e i r  long su f f e r ing .  
Land was i n  abundance, bu t  g e t t i n g  c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  i t  was another mat ter .  
Many thousands of a c r e s  remained locked up i n  pre-Revolution g ran t s ,  and 
although Governor Parr  o f  Nova Scot ia  began escheat ing  p a r t s  of them immed- 
i a t e l y  t o  provide lands  f o r  t h e  newcomers jamming i n t o  p o r t  towns clamour- 
ing f o r  g ran t s ,  t h e r e  were delays.  The Nova Scot ian  Surveyor-General, 
Charles Morris, and h i s  harassed  deput ies  l a i d  ou t  town l o t s  i n  Par r  and 
Carleton (now S a i n t  John) and m i l i t a r y  r e se rves  f o r  t h e  u se  of t h e  d i s -  
banded t roops ,  bu t  they were hard-pressed t o  do the  survey work necessary 
t o  provide s e v e r a l  thousand f ami l i e s ,  many of whom had waited months and 
had pe t i t i oned  repeatedly ,  wi th  surveyed farm lands .  These deput ies  were 
hindered i n  t h e i r  work by hazardous working condi t ions ,  poor pay, an 
excessive work load  and t h e  cons tant  b icker ing  and squabbling among t h e  



Loya l i s t s  a s  they raced  t o  corner choice town and farm lands .3  Delays 
brought complaints and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n ;  i n  f a c t ,  Par r  ' s genera l  i n a b i l i t y  
t o  s e t t l e  t h e  Loya l i s t s  seemed to  be one of t h e  kex reasons  Nova Sco t i a  
was p a r t i t i o n e d  i n  1784 and New Brunswick c rea t ed .  

Governor Thomas ca r l e ton5  and most of h i s  executive a r r i v e d  i n  S a i n t  
John i n  November of 1784 t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  new government and d i r e c t  t h e  
co lon iza t ion  of New Brunswick. The key o f f i c i a l s ,  bes ides  Carleton,  soon 
t o  be involved i n  land mat ters  were t h e  P rov inc i a l  Secre tary ,  Jonathan 
Odell ;  t h e  S o l i c i t o r - ,  Attorney-, and Surveyor-General, ward Chipman, 
Jonathan B l i s s  and George Sproule r e spec t ive ly  ( t h e  l a t t e r  two a r r i v i n g  
some months l a t e r ) .  For one year ,  Carleton and h i s  Executive Council 
r u l e d  from Sa in t  John a s  t h e  s o l e  execut ive ,  j u d i c i a l  and l e g i s l a t i v e  
power u n t i l  an e l ec t ed  Assembly was c a l l e d  together  i n  January, 1786. I t  
was dur ing  t h i s  year t h a t  t he se  o f f i c i a l s  turned t o  t he  Loya l i s t  s e t t l e -  
ment problem. Guiding Carleton and h i s  execut ive  were co lon ia l  precedents 
and admin i s t r a t i ve  procedures, t h e i r  own experience,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and 
a b i l i t y  - and t h e  roya l  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  These i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  i n  a  very gen- 
e r a l  way, s e t  out  t he  reasonable terms and t h e  proper methods f o r  g r a n t i q  
and adminis te r ing  Crown lands ,  f o r  l ay ing  out  townships, f o r  escheat ing  
o l d  g ran t s ,  f o r  surveying and pass ing  new g r a n t s ,  f o r  c o l l e c t i n g  f e e s  and 
q u i t r e n t s  and f o r  t h e  recording  of a l l  land  t r a n s a ~ t i o n s . ~  

By January 1785, a  s can t  s i x  weeks a f t e r  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  Carleton 
and h i s  counci l  were meeting almost  d a i l y  a s  a  land committee t o  super- 
v i s e  and d i r e c t  t h e  Loya l i s t  se t t lement ;  t o  screen  app l i can t s  and dea l  wi th  
t h e i r  p e t i t i o n s ;  t o  s e t t l e  d i spu te s ;  t o  i n spec t  improvements and escheat  
t h e  neglected o lder  g ran t s ;  t o  l a y  ou t  r e se rves  f o r  publ ic ,  m i l i t a r y  and 
naval  use;  t o  i s s u e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  subordina tes ,  and i n  genera l ,  t o  han- 
d l e  t h e  minor problems t h a t  a rose  from t h e  submission of a  land p e t i t i o n  
t o  t he  s igning  of  t he  pa tent .7  The f i r s t  major chore was t o  ga ther  to-  
ge ther  t h e  necessary o l d  records  and begin t h e  c r e a t i o n  of new ones. 
Odell  and Chipman undertook t h i s  d i f f i c u l t  t a sk  i n  t h e  absence of B l i s s  
and Sproule.  New l i s t s  of Loya l i s t s  wanting lands  were composed, a s  were 
r e g i s t e r s  of those  a l r eady  i n  r e c e i p t  of  a l lo tments .  Old Nova Scot ian  
g r a n t s  were ordered and r e - r eg i s t e r ed ,  and e a r l i e r  warrants  of survey 
were inspected .  Next, the  escheat  work begun by Parr  was continued by 
Car l e ton .  The New Brunswick o f f i c i a l s  t r i e d  t o  avoid unnecessary hard- 
s h i p  t o  those  p rop r i e to r s  who r e a l l y  intended t o  improve t h e i r  lands.  
The Executive Council appointed commissioners t o  eva lua t e  t he  o l d  s e t t l e -  
ments and " t o  enqui re  by jury i n t o  t h e  present  s t a t e  of se t t lement ,  and 
t h e  fu l f i lmen t  of  t h e  condi t ions  of  a  grand of land".8 I n  many cases  
o l d  i nhab i t an t s  had no c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  t h e i r  lands  bu t  t h e  Council showed 
i t s  magnaminity by tak ing  t h e  hardships  and poverty of these  people i n t o  
account and g ran t ing  t o  them t h e i r  improvements and excusing them fran 
paying t h e  e s t ab l i shed  f e e s  - i n  o the r  words, t h e  pre-Loyal i s t s  were 
p laced  on t h e  same foo t ing  a s  t he  ~ o ~ a l i s t s . ~  The Council reassured  
anxious pre-Loyal i s t s  who f ea red  t h e  l o s s  of  t h e i r  lands  and exhorted 
them " t o  remain q u i e t  and pursue (your)  honest  labor  on (your)  present  
possess ions  where no s t e p s  t o  (your)  p re jud ice  w i l l  be taken or  counten- 
anced by government".1•‹ I f ,  however, an  o l d  i n h a b i t a n t ' s  land  d id  
un fo r tuna t e ly  f a l l  wi th in  one of  t h e  L o y a l i s t ' s  r e se rves ,  he was pa id  f o r  
h i s  improvements and given f i r s t  choice of  a v a i l a b l e  land  elsewhere. 
Representa t ives  of t h e  p a r t i e s  went t o  a s s e s s  improvements and a r r i v e  a t  
a  p r i c e ;  i f  no agreement could be reached, an  a r b i t r a t o r ' s  dec is ion  was 
usua l ly  f i n a l .  The l a s t  s t e p  was appearance be fo re  Council o r  presenta-  
t i o n  of t h e  ca se  i n  cou r t .  Besides t h e  escheat  proceedings i n i t i a t e d  by 
t h e  Council,  an i nd iv idua l  Loya l i s t  could launch escheat  a c t i o n  himself 



by reques t ing ,  and paying f o r ,  an inques t  which was he ld  a f t e r  no t i ce  
had been given f o r  t h r e e  months i n  The Royal ~ a 2 e t t e . l ~  Af ter  t h e  l and  
was escheated,  it passed t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n e r .  I n  a l l  cases ,  t h e  Executive 
Council c a r e f u l l y  d i r e c t e d  t h e  Attorney-General 's  l e g a l  ac t ions .  

To guide t h e  s e t t l e r s  and speed up Loya l i s t  s e t t l i n g ,  t h e  Executive 
Council published a  l i s t  o f  r egu la t ions  i n  January, 1785, aimed a t  g e t t i n g  
t h e  Loya l i s t s  t o  t h e i r  lands  a s  quickly  a s  poss ib l e  t o  a l low c u l t i v a t i o n  
t o  begin. P e t i t i o n e r s  submitted t h e i r  memorials t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i c e .  
Odell  da ted  t h e i r  r ecep t ion  and abs t r ac t ed  t h e i r  contents ,  j o t t i n g  the  
information on the  back of each p e t i t i o n  and thus  g r e a t l y  speeding up t h e  
admin i s t r a t i ve  work of t h e  land  committee. Af ter  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  t h e  Surveyor- 
General, George Sproule,  would add h i s  comments upon the  s t a t u s  of  t h e  
land  t o  t he  well-used backs of t he se  p e t i t i o n s .  Odell ,  a c t i n g  a s  Provin- 
c i a l  Secre tary ,  Reg i s t r a r  and Clerk of t h e  Council,  occupied a  very  impor- 
t a n t  pos i t i on  on t h e  land-granting admin i s t r a t i ve  machine, a s  d id  t h e  
Surveyor-General; it was p r imar i ly  by these  two o f f i c e s  t h a t  land  records  
were kept  and it was by these  two men t h a t  t h e  bulk of admin i s t r a t i ve  work 
was done. The l and  committee, cons i s t i ng  of a l l  t h e  counc i l l o r s  a c t i n g  
i n  t he  d i s t i n c t  r o l e  of  l and  admin i s t r a to r s ,  r ead  and ac t ed  upon each 
p e t i t i o n ,  informed t h e  memorial is t  why a  p a r t i c u l a r  g ran t  was impossible 
or ,  a s  was more o f t e n  t h e  case ,  complied with t h e  reques t ,  granted  i t s  
"condi t ional  approbation" and i n s t r u c t e d  t h e  app l i can t  t o  adve r t i s e .  The 
p e t i t i o n e r ' s  name was recorded i n  t h e  Sec re t a ry ' s  and the  Auditor-General 's  
o f f i c e s ,  and a  survey was ordered.  

A p e t i t i o n e r  who d i d  not  r equ i r e  a  s p e c i f i c  a l lo tment  had h i s  name 
r e g i s t e r e d  and drew i n  t u r n  f o r  t h e  newly surveyed land,  e i t h e r  i n  person 
under t he  supervis ion  of a  deputy surveyor,  o r  by agent .  Those memorial- 
i s t s  d e s i r i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  g r a n t s  f i r s t  got  t he  Counci l ' s  permission,  then  
adve r t i s ed  f o r  t h r e e  consecutive weeks i n  t h e  l o c a l  newspapers, g iv ing  
r i v a l  claimants ample time t o  present  t h e i r  cases  before  t h e  Council.  
Once a f f i d a v i t s  were presented  t o  t he  Council proving compliance t o  t h e  
r egu la t ions ,  t h e  committee i ssued  a  warrant  d i r e c t i n g  the  Surveyor-General 
t o  conduct a  f a i t h f u l  and exact  survey and r e t u r n  t h i s  warrant and a  
desc r ip t ion  of t he  l and  surveyed t o  t h e  Secre tary  w i th in  s i x  months.12 
Once the  survey was completed, a  g ran t  wi th  t he  terms and condi t ions  out-  
l i ned  usua l ly  passed, i f  t h e  f e e s  (where app l i cab le )  were paid.  The 
pa t en t  was s igned by Car le ton  and recorded i n  both  O d e l l ' s  and Sprou le ' s  
o f f i c e s .  The s ign ing  of the  pa t en t  marked t h e  end of t he  land committee's 
and the  Surveyor-General 's a u t h o r i t y ;  f u r t h e r  problems were r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  cour ts .  

Grants were r e l a t i v e l y  smal l ,  t h e  average being one hundred a c r e s  
f o r  a  f ami ly ' s  head, and f i f t y  ac re s  f o r  each add i t i ona l  member, thus  
f r u s t r a t i n g  specu la to r s  and preventing t h e  locking up of va luable  s e c t i o n s  
of a v a i l a b l e  land.  M i l i t a r y  personnel  rece ived  a d d i t i o n a l  g r a n t s ;  a s  
fol lows:  p r i v a t e s  were given one hundred ac re s ;  suba l t e rns ,  s t a f f  and 
warrant  o f f i c e r s ,  f i v e  hundred ac re s ;  capta ins ,  seven hundred ac re s ;  
f i e l d  o f f i c e r s ,  one thousand acres.13 Addi t ional  a l l o tmen t s  could be 
obta ined  by those  who could a f f o r d  t o  pay t h e  qu i t - r en t s  on a  l a r g e r  
g ran t  o r  who had f u l f i l l e d  t h e  terms of  t h e i r  f i r s t  g r an t .  Many Loya l i s t s  
banded together and appointed one main g ran tee  i n  whose name t h e  g ran t  
was made, b u t  each g ran tee  was l e g a l l y  bound t o  t h e  terms of t h e  g ran t .  
The terms t o  be upheld were made known t o  t h e  grantee :  f o r  each f i f t y  
ac re s ,  t h e  Loya l i s t  had t o  c l e a r  and c u l t i v a t e  t h r e e  ac re s  i f  t h e  land  
was a r ab l e ,  d r a i n  t h e  same amount i f  t h e  land was swampy, s u s t a i n  t h r e e  
nea t  c a t t l e  i f  t he  l and  was wilderness,  o r  d i g  a  s tone  quarry  i f  t h e  l and  



was rocky. I•’ t he  land  was u n f i t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a  good dwelling house 
had t o  be b u i l t . 1 4  Within t h r e e  years  a f t e r  t h e  g ran t  passed, t h e  Loyal- 
i s t  had t o  submit proof of h i s  compliance t o  t hese  terms v i a  t h e  county 
cou r t s  t o  t h e  Council. No more than  two hundred ac re s  was granted  t o  
any one person u n t i l  a l l  t h e  "numerous and ind igen t  claimants" were 
accommodated; these  e a r l y  g r a n t s  were made t o  t h e  Loya l i s t s  f r e e  and 
without  qu i t - r en t s .  l5 

George Sp rou le ' s  l a t e  a r r i v a l  i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1785, a  f u l l  s i x  
months a f t e r  Carleton had e s t ab l i shed  h i s  government, caused more de lays  
i n  s e t t l i n g  the  Loya l i s t s  and s t i r r e d  up h o s t i l e  f e e l i n g s  between t h e  
execut ive  and the new Surveyor-General. The Counci l ' s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  
Sproule were d i s t i n c t l y  cool ,  formal and over-de ta i led ;  c l e a r l y  Sproule 
was looked upon a t  f i r s t  a s  a  t echn ica l  appendage - an instrument f o r  
ca r ry ing  out  l e g i s l a t i v e  pol icy .  Sproule d id  not  even r ece ive  a Council 
s e a t  a s  d id  h i s  counterpar ts  i n  Nova Sco t i a  and Pr ince  Edward I s l and .  
Odel l  was slow t o  hand over t h e  l i s t s  of deputa t ions ,  warrants  of survey, 
r e t u r n s ,  plans and o ther  records  needed by t h e  Surveyor-General bu t  lod- 
ged i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r y ' s  o f f i c e .  Co-operation was forced  by t h e  neces s i t y  
of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and not  by f r i e n d l y  f e e l i n g s .  But a s  Sproule s e t  h i s  
temporary o f f i c e  i n  S a i n t  John i n  o rde r ,  ga thered  together  t h e  necessary 
records ,  o f f i c i a l l y  deputized h i s  s t a f f  and began ca r ry ing  o u t  t h e  Coun- 
c i l ' s  dec is ions ,  tempers cooled and resentment over h i s  l a t e  a r r i v a l  waned. 

George Sproule seemed t o  be an  e x c e l l e n t  choice f o r  t he  job of 
Surveyor-General. Ample experience i n  h i s  profess ion  had been acquired 
during a decade of surveying work wi th  Captain Holland i n  t h e  north-  
e a s t e r n  c o a s t a l  reg ion ,  a s  t h e  Su rveyor -~ene ra l  of New Hampshire p r i o r  t o  
t h e  outbreak of  t h e  American Revolution and a s  an  engineer during t h e  
con f l i c t . 16  Sproule rece ived  t h e  New Brunswick o f f i c e  a s  a reward f o r  
e a r l i e r  s e rv i ces  and a s  compensation f o r  h i s  l o s s e s  a s  a Loya l i s t .  
Sp rou le ' s  job was " t o  execute t he  government's warrants  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  of  t he  crown Lands, t o  r e t u r n  p lans  and desc r ip t ions  f o r  t he  pa t en t s ,  
i n  such manner a s  t o  a s c e r t a i n ,  guard and record  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  r i g h t s  
of t h e  crown" .17 His a u t h o r i t y  extended only  t o  the  po in t  where lands  
were granted .  He only  r a r e l y  became involved i n  s e r ious  d i spu te s ,  u sua l ly  
r e f e r r i n g  them t o  t h e  land committee. Sproule r epo r t ed  abuses committed 
on Crown Lands t o  t he  Attorney-General, b u t  Sproule personal ly  had no 
po l i c ing  a u t h o r i t y .  The Surveyor-General of t h e  King's Woods, S i r  John 
Wentworth, i n  Hal i fax  and h i s  deput ies  i n  New ~ r u n s w i c k  had the  primary 
t a sk  of p ro t ec t ing  t h e  crown Lands; t h e  ambiguity crea ted  by the  ex i s t ence  
of two o f f i c e s  involved i n  guarding t h e  King's f o r e s t s  presented  Sproule 
and h i s  successors with numerous headaches i n  l a t e r  years .  

George Sproule was a very busy man a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l .  He found t h e  
surveying bus iness  " i n  a very perplexed s t a t e " ,  and it was necessary t o  
copy ou t  the  desc r ip t ions  and p lans  of g r a n t s  a l r eady  passed and t o  c o r r e c t  
e a r l i e r  surveys a s  we l l  a s  t o  descr ibe  a l l  new pa t en t s  and secure  them 
from f u t u r e  l i t i g a t i o n . 1 8  Sproule supervised much of t h e  surveying,  
explor ing  and mapping done i n  t h e  province.  He r e l ayed  t h e  warrants  of  
survey i ssued  by the  Council t o  h i s  deput ies  and then ga thered  i n  and 
inspected  t h e i r  r e t u r n s .  Old se t t l emen t s  were i nves t iga t ed  t o  s e e  when 
and by whom they  were surveyed. Town l o t s ,  farms, roads and r e se rves  
f o r  pub l i c  use,  f o r  m i l i t a r y  and naval  use,  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  and educat ional  
use,  were a l l  l a i d  o u t  c h i e f l y  under s p r o u l e ' s  d i r ec t ion .  

There were many problems t o  be  overcome; h i s  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s  wi th  
t h e  execut ive  had t o  be  patched up, t h e  o f f i c e  i t s e l f  had t o  be put  i n  



order ,  s t a f f  had t o  be appointed,  t a sks  assigned and t h e  submission of 
accounts and r e t u r n s  r egu la t ed  and standardized.  There was a  huge backlog 
of work t o  be a t tacked.  The s i z e  and confused s t a t e  of New Brunswick made 
necessary ma te r i a l s  and a s s i s t a n c e  d i f f i c u l t  and expensive t o  ob ta in .  
Suspicion and a  l ack  of co-operat ion on t h e  p a r t  of some i r a t e  o l d  inhab- 
i t a n t s  had t o  be combatted: r i v a l  claims i n  Westmorland county prompted 
Sproule t o  conf ide  i n  h i s  deputy t h a t  "I only  wish t h a t  the  people i n  
your d i s t r i c t  were l e s s  i l l i b e r a l  and more contented".19 Loya l i s t s  com- 
p l i c a t e d  mat ters  by knowingly applying fo r  land c u l t i v a t e d  by o t h e r s .  
The o l d  surveys and p r e - p a r t i t i o n  records  were inadequate. Care less ly-  
done surveys caused confusion and neces s i t a t ed  i n  many cases  resurveys ;  
Sproule complained t h a t  t h e  shoddy work done i n  Cha r lo t t e  County "has 
c r ea t ed  more t roub le s  and pe rp l ex i ty  t o  me than  a l l  t h e  o the r  p a r t s  of  
my o f f i ce" .20  Sproule,  on occasion,  re fused  t o  accept  t h e  accounts sub- 
mi t t ed  f o r  work done be fo re  h i s  a r r i v a l  u n t i l  t h e  surveys were inspected  
and re-surveys done when necessary.  Slowly b u t  su re ly ,  during 1785, t h e  
o f f i c e  gained a  su re  foo t ing ,  and t h e  deput ies  working f o r  Sproule s t e a d i l y  
moved the  refugees  t o  t h e i r  farms. 

A l l  t he  e a r l y  deput ies  were Loya l i s t s  wi th  m i l i t a r y  experience a s  
engineers;  some had worked f o r  t h e  Nova Scot ian  government; most l i v e d  
i n  t h e  regions  i n  which they  d i d  t h e i r  surveying work, and most were 
farmers o r  merchants o r  he ld  o ther  o f f i c i a l  pos i t i ons ,  such a s  s h e r i f f  
o r  magis t ra te ,  t o  augment t h e  f e e s  rece ived  a s  a  deputy-surveyor .2~ The 
r o l e  of  a  deputy-surveyor was " t o  admeasure, survey, and s e t  out  and 
impar t i a l l y  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  bounds and l i m i t s  of land ordered surveyed by 
t h e  Surveyor-General".22 Each deputy took an  oa th  t o  do h i s  work t o  t h e  
b e s t  of h i s  a b i l i t y ,  d i l i g e n t l y  and f a i t h f u l l y ,  wi th  s k i l l  and knowledge, 
showing no favour i t i sm and committing no abuse. 23  

I n  June, 1785, Sproule s en t  a  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  t o  h i s  deput ies  s t a t i n g  
t h a t  " i n  case  you should i n c l i n e  t o  continue i n  t he  surveying se rv i ce ,  it 
w i l l  be r e q u i s i t e  t h a t  you should make a  tour  t o  t h i s  p l ace  [Sain t  John] 
t o  r ece ive  t h e  necessary papers,  and take  t h e  oa th  of q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  before  
His E ~ c e l l e n c y . " ~ ~  Twenty-seven deput ies  were duly sworn i n ;  of these ,  
only  a dozen worked continuously wi th  Sproule;  s eve ra l  of t h e  o t h e r s  per- 
formed s p e c i a l  c l e r i c a l ,  s e t t l emen t ,  supervis ion  o r  i n spec t ion  chores 
under Ca r l e ton ' s  d i r e c t i o n .  There was an acu te  shortage of q u a l i f i e d  
surveyors a b l e  t o  spare  t h e  time from t h e  demanding e f f o r t s  needed t o  
e s t a b l i s h  themselves and t h e i r  f ami l i e s  i n  t he  new colony. To persuade 
men t o  work a s  depu t i e s ,  Sproule appealed t o  t h e i r  sense  of duty t o  t h e i r  
community; "Indeed", a s  the  Su rveyor -~ene ra l  wrote, urging Samuel Lee t o  
accept  a  commission, " t h i s  can be  your only  inducement f o r  l i t t l e  o r  no 
p r o f i t  can a t t e n d  i t . " 2 5  I n  some remote p a r t s  of t h e  province, t h e  l o c a l  
i nhab i t an t s  were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  do t h e i r  own surveys and were i s sued  wi th  
temporary l i c e n s e s  of occupation u n t i l  an o f f i c i a l  survey could be c a r r i e d  
ou t .  26 

Besides surveying farm and town l o t s ,  t h e  deputy ' s  work o f t e n  involved 
evalua t ing  improvements, a r b i t r a t i n g  minor d i spu te s ,  supervis ing  town 
se t t l emen t s ,  ve r i fy ing  o l d  surveys,  explor ing ,  mapping and r e p o r t i n g  on 
land,  timber and mineral  resources .  The deputy-surveyor was t h e  Surveyor- 
Genera l ' s  man i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  h i s  out-door establishment.  He kept  Sproule 
posted on l o c a l  news and i n  r e t u r n  re layed t o  t h e  pub l i c  new government 
p o l i c i e s .  More importantly,  t h e  deputy s e n t  t o  Sproule t h e  names of  
~ o y a l i s t s  e n t i t l e d  t o  f r e e  g r a n t s  o r  l i s t s  of  memorial is ts  reques t ing  
land,  a s  wel l  a s  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  l and  records .  He had t o  c e r t i f y  t h a t  t h e  
contents  of each p e t i t i o n  he forwarded were t r u e  and t h a t  t h e  memorial is t  



was of  sound c h a r a c t e r  and r e a l l y  in tended  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  l a n d  i n  q u e s t i o n .  
The s t a t u s  o f  t h e  l and ,  vacan t  o r  occupied  f o r  example, was a l s o  s e n t  on 
t o  F r e d e r i c t o n .  One deputy even r e l a y e d  one hundred pounds o f  cheese f o r  
S p r o u l e ' s  t a b l e :  

L e t t e r s  from t h e  S u r v e y o r - ~ e n e r a l  brought  w a r r a n t s  o f  survey,  survey-  
i n g  a i d s  i n  t h e  form of  s k e t c h e s ,  c o p i e s  o f  o l d  g r a n t s  and p l a n s ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  s p e c i f i c  i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  l a y i n g  o u t  roads ,  p u b l i c  l a n d i n g s ,  r e s e r v a -  
t i o n s ;  t h e  s c a l e  t o  be used,  t h e  s i z e  and shape o f  t h e  g r a n t  and l is ts  o f  
s e t t l e r s  e n t i t l e d  t o  l a n d s  i n  t h e  a r e a  were a l s o  enc losed .  Occas iona l ly ,  
Sproule  even forwarded survey ing  t o o l s  on l o a n  t o  h i s  deputy.  Surveying 
ins t ruments  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h e o d o l i t e s  w i t h  s p i r i t  l e v e l s  and t e l e s c o p e s ,  
f i e l d  compasses and two o r  four -po le  c h a i n s ,  t h e  former c o n s i s t i n g  of  
f i f t y  l i n k s  and more p r e f e r r e d  f o r  work i n  t h e  woods. I n a c c u r a t e  survey-  
i n g  t o o l s  caused Sproule  problems, and he  encouraged h i s  d e p u t i e s  t o  make 
checks "by f r e q u e n t  t r y a l  and e ~ a m i n a t i o n " . ~ 7  Ci rcumferen tors  cou ld  
v a r y  one o r  two degrees  "which t h e  b e s t  a r t i s t s  i n  London t o l d  me pro- 
ceeded from an a t t r a c t i o n  i n  t h e  b r a s s " . 2 8  Bad weather was e s p e c i a l l y  
h a r d  on b o t h  ins t ruments  and surveyors ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  was t h e  problem o f  
magnet ic  s h i f t  t h a t  made o l d e r  surveys  o b s o l e t e .  

Surveys l a y i n g  o u t  farms,  town l o t s ,  roads ,  r e s e r v e s i  e t c . ,  were t h e  
most common t y p e  done, b u t  d u r i n g  t h e s e  e a r l y  p o s t - p a r t i t i o n  y e a r s ,  explo-  
r a t o r y  and mapping surveys  were under taken  w i t h  t h e  aim of  producing 
g e n e r a l  p l a n s  o f  t h e  p rov ince .  Local  s e t t l e r s  a c t e d  a s  gu ides  and even 
prov ided  s k e t c h e s  o f  unknown r e g i o n s ;  r i v e r s  and l a k e s  were checked f o r  
n a v i g a b i l i t y ,  and t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s o i l  and t imber  r e s o u r c e s  were 
r e p o r t e d  t o  Sproule .  When farms were p l o t t e d  t h e y  were u s u a l l y  two hun- 
d red  a c r e s  i n  s i z e ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape, p o s s e s s i n g  a  b r e a d t h  o n e - t h i r d  
o f  t h e i r  l e n g t h ,  and were s e t  o u t  s i d e  by s i d e ,  t h u s  a l lowing  t h e  owners 
t o  s h a r e  a d j a c e n t  r i v e r s  o r  s t reams ,  meadows o r  marsh l a n d s .  I f  p o s s i b l e ,  
w i t h i n  each g r a n t ,  e q u a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  a r a b l e  and b a r r e n  l a n d s  were inc luded .  
By u s i n g  t h e  bounds o f  a n  e a r l i e r  g r a n t ,  i f  t h e y  were a c c u r a t e ,  o r  by 
u s i n g  a  f i x e d  and permanent marker, t h e  deputy-surveyor would mark o f f  
h i s  f r o n t  l i n e  and e s t a b l i s h  ano ther  end marker. From t h e s e  two end 
markers ,  which he cau t ioned  t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  t o  c a r e f u l l y  p reserve ,  t h e  
surveyor  would measure t h e  a n g l e s  o f  h i s  s i d e  l i n e s ,  and w i t h  t h e  a i d  
o f  chainmen and axemen, he would r u n  t h e s e  l i n e s  ou t .29  Usua l ly  t h e  r e a r  
l i n e s  and,  i n  some c a s e s ,  a l s o  t h e  s i d e  l i n e s  were l e f t  t o  Sproule  t o  
de te rmine  on paper from t h e  s u r v e y o r s '  p l a n s  s e n t  t o  ~ r e d e r i c t o n . 3 0  

I n  do ing  surveys ,  t h e  deputy was c a u t i o n e d  t o  avo id  any encroachment 
upon o l d e r  g r a n t s ;  i f  doubt  e x i s t e d ,  a n  e x t r a  amount b e s i d e s  t h e  u s u a l  
t e n  p e r c e n t  a l lowance f o r  was te  l a n d s  was t a c k e d  on t o  compensate f o r  any 
p o s s i b l e  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  unknown o r  d i s p u t e d  boundary l i n e s .  
Lands were surveyed u p r i v e r  o n l y  a s  f a r  a s  a  s m a l l  b o a t  c ~ u l d  t r a v e l  i n  
summertime. A l l  s u r v e y s  done were t o  b e  k e p t  s e c r e t .  A l l  ass ignments  o f  
l o t s  o f  l a n d  were made from t h e  a p p l i c a n t  r e g i s t e r s  I n  O d e l l ' s  o f f l c e  
and n o t  by t h e  deputy on t h e  s p o t .  While engaged upon o f f i c i a l  work i n  
a  r e g i o n ,  t h e  deputy could,  however, a c c e p t  p r i v a t e  survey ing  t a s k s  i f  
terms could  b e  a r ranged .  A s e t t l e r  paying f o r  h i s  survey  could  choose 
t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  h i s  g r a n t  (excep t ,  o f  course ,  on r e s e r v e d  l a n d s ) ,  b u t  
i t s  dimensions had t o  conform t o  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .  The s u r v q o r  t r i e d  t o  
i n c l u d e  w i t h i n  h i s  survey  t h e  improvements made by any s e t t l e r ,  l e g a l l y  
o r  i l l e g a l l y ,  on t h e  l a n d .  The s q u a t t e r  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  submit a  
p e t i t i o n  t o  O d e l l  and a  g r a n t  u s u a l l y  fo l lowed,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  s e t t l e r  
had made improvements. The deputy o f t e n  a d v i s e d  s e t t l e r s  t o  app ly  f o r  
g r a n t s  a s  a  g roup  t o  Lower c o s t s .  A s s o c i a t i o n s  were u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  



by agents  who accompanied t h e  surveyor and provided chainbearers  and axe- 
men. I f  no workers were provided, t h e  deputy usua l ly  h i r e d  some a t  
government expense. Allowances were u sua l ly  made f o r  roads between c e r t a i n  
l o t s  t o  l e t  t h e  people on back l o t s  have access  t o  the  r i v e r .  Publ ic  
landings were s e t  a s i d e  f o r  shared use. Extra surveys were prepared t o  
cover f u t u r e  demands and back l i n e s  were l a i d  ou t  i n  such a way a s  t o  
al low them t o  be used f o r  t he  second t i e r  of l o t s  i n  more f e r t i l e  a r ea s .  
Most of  t he se  e a r l y  surveys were done along t h e  shores of numerous r i v e r s  
and streams,  thus  guaranteeing easy  communication, t r a d e  and t r a v e l  bu t  
producing a widely s c a t t e r e d  r u r a l  populat ion t h a t  made surveying c o s t s ,  
i n  terms of labour and ma te r i a l s ,  higher than was necessary.  

Occasionally,  t h e r e  was in t e r f e r ence  from l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  o r  i r a t e  
s e t t l e r s .  I n  t he  case  o f  one s e t t l e r  who refused  t o  a l low the  deputy- 
surveyor t o  c ros s  h i s  proper ty  t o  do a survey, Sproule wrote expla in ing  
t h a t  "I conceive my a u t h o r i t y  extends only  t o  Crown lands  and t h a t  I 
cannot compel any man t o  submit t o  having h i s  proper ty  t r ave r sed  and mea- 
sured,  and h i s  t r e e s  marked a f t e r  t h a t  proper ty  has been duly conveyed t o  
him by pa tent . "31  I n  t h i s  case,  and i n  a l l  h i s  dea l ings  wi th  h i s  deput ies ,  
Sproule showed h i s  understanding and sympathy f o r  h i s  depu t i e s '  problems. 
He cautioned them t o  t r y  persuas ion  f i r s t ,  and then,  i f  t h i s  f a i l e d ,  t o  
r epo r t  back t o  Sproule and l e g a l  s t e p s  would be taken.  Always t h e  deputy 
was t o  a c t  wi th  care ,  t o  r e a d i l y  show s e t t i e r s  h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and t o  
adhere t o  them c lose ly .  

When t h e  work was done, r e t u r n s  were submitted t o  t h e  Surveyor-General 
by each deputy expla in ing  t h e  t a sk ,  s t a t i n g  the  beginning po in t  of each 
survey, t h e  length  and bear ings  of  l i n e s  run  ou t ,  t h e  type  of boundary 
markers used, t h e  men h i r e d  a s  axemen and chainbearers ,  and the  expenses 
incurred  i n  doing t h e  survey. The deputy was a l s o  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  t e r r a i n  
he passed over,  "sketching and descr ib ing  a l l  ponds, l akes ,  s treams of 
water ,  mountains, h i l l s  and morrass - not ing  a t  t he  same time t h e  q u a l i t y  
of t he  s o i l  and t imber" .32 After  c e r t i f y i n g  t h a t  the  contents  of  h i s  
r e t u r n ,  which l i s t e d  the  names of those  tak ing  up l o t s ,  t h e  ex t r a  allowance 
included f o r  waste lands  and the  p l an  of each survey, were c o r r e c t ,  t h e  
deputy re layed them personal ly  o r  by a t r u s t e d  t r a v e l l e r  t o  Freder ic ton .  
Un t i l  s tandardized  by Sproule,  t he  r e t u r n s  s e n t  t o  Freder ic ton  were of ten  
poorly and inaccu ra t e ly  done. I n  some cases ,  deput ies  were r e l u c t a n t  t o  
ca r ry  ou t  t h e i r  d u t i e s ,  even though the  Council had placed a six-month 
time l i m i t  on completion of  t h e  work. Sproule sometimes threa tened t o  
send a man from Freder ic ton  i f  t h e  deputy cont inued. to  ignore h i s  i n s t ruc -  
t i ons .  33 

No doubt, inadequate pay had a g r e a t  dea l  t o  do wi th  t he  difficulties 
Sproule had i n  g e t t i n g  surveyors t o  cooperate,  a s  ne i the r  t h e  depu t i e s  
nor any o ther  Loya l i s t  o f f i c i a l s  made much p r o f i t  from s e t t l i n g  t h e  r e fu -  
gees and disbanded Loya l i s t  t roops .  I n  t he  per iod  from 1 January, 1785 
t o  2 5  June, 1790, Jonathan Odell  made s l i g h t l y  over f, 513, .and Sproule 
made s l i g h t l y  over c 3 7 3  i n  h a l f - f e e ~ . ~ ~  George Sp rou le ' s  case  i s  i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  because he be l ieved t h a t ,  bes ides  h i s  annual  s a l a r y  of E 1 5 0 ,  he 
would r ece ive  an a d d i t i o n a l  f . 170  annually t o  cover o f f i c i a l  contingent  
expenses, c l e r k s '  wages, s t a t i o n e r y ,  o f f i c e  r e n t ,  f u e l ,  e t c .  The Surveyor- 
General complained t h a t  t h e  c o s t s  of  s e t t l i n g  the  Loya l i s t s  were high,  
due t o  t h e  confused s t a t e  of  t h e  country a s  we l l  a s  i t s  g r e a t  s i z e ,  neces- 
s i t a t i n g  an advancement of  E 5 0 0  of  h i s  own c a p i t a l  der ived  from t h e  s a l e  
of two m i l i t a r y  commissions he had purchased during h i s  twenty-one years  
of m i l i t a r y  serv ice .35  Sproule f e l t  t h a t  a  j u s t  B r i t i s h  government would 
reimburse him f o r  h i s  l o s s e s ,  bu t  Grenv i l l e  unsympathetical ly wrote t o  



C a r l e t o n  a f t e r  d i s a l l o w i n g  S p r o u l e ' s  expense account  o f  c 2 4 5 :  "The d u t i e s  
r e q u i r e d  from him f o r  t h e  immediate purposes o f  government and f o r  which 
a  s a l a r y  is al lowed,  cannot ,  I am persuaded,  e n t i r e l y  occupy h i s  a t t e n t i o n ,  
and i n  c a s e s  where surveys  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e  made f o r  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  
l i m i t s  o f  l a n d s  t o  be  d i sposed  o f ,  a  r e a s o n a b l e  f e e  i s  al lowed t o  compen- 
s a t e  h i s  s e r v i c e s ,  and where h a l f  f e e s  o n l y  have been admi t ted ,  t h e  
accounts  which a r e  now b e f o r e  government a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  
t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  d u t y  has  been performed by d e p u t i e s ,  who have 
been p a i d  by t h e  publ ic . "36  Pecuniary d i f f i c u l t i e s  compelled Sproule  t o  
remove h i s  son from school  i n  England t o  h e l p  him w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  work. 
Even when f u l l  f e e s  were c o l l e c t e d  a f t e r  February,  1786, when Counci l  
dec ided  t h a t  s i n c e  s u f f i c i e n t  surveys  had been completed t o  accommodate 
a l l  g e n e r a l  a p p l i c a n t s ,  f u t u r e  s u r v e y s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  g r a n t s  would b e  
p a i d  f o r  by t h e  p e t i t i o n e r ,  t h e  money t r i c k l i n g  i n t o  t h e  c h i e f  s u r v e y o r ' s  
till was s t i l l  meagre. Fees  were t a k e n  on l a n d  g r a n t s ,  o r d e r s ,  p l a n s  and 
w a r r a n t s  o f  survey,  on s e a r c h e s ,  on  memorials f o r  l and ,  and f o r  copying 
o f f i c i a l  r e c o r d s ;  t h e  f e e s  s c a l e  fol lowed t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1772 i n  Nova 
~ c o t i a . ~ ~  For Sproule ,  f e e s  were a b s o l u t e l y  necessary  " a s  I have no 
al lowance made by government o f  any k ind  f o r  a  c l e r k ,  s t a t i o n e r y  o r  any 
o t h e r  expense o f  o f f i c e ,  I must make a  charge  f o r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  I do i n  
i n s p e c t i n g  and e x p l a i n i n g  memorials and i s s u i n g  o r d e r s  o f  survey  and 
i n s t r u c t i o n s  on them and r e g i s t e r i n g  them i n  my o f f i c e . " 3 8  But Sproule  
was no t  unreasonable:  "You w i l l  observe  t h a t  I o n l y  mean t o  charge  such 
a s  a r e  a b l e  t o  pay, you w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  r e m i t  l t  t o  any v e r y  poor whose 
c i rcumstances  a r e  n o t  adequate t o  pay. " 39 

While t h e  y e a r s  from 1784 t o  1790 may no t  have been f i n a n c i a l l y  pro- 
f i t a b l e  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  o f f i c i a l s  involved  i n  s e t t l i n g  t h e  L o y a l i s t s ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  a  g r e a t  dea l  was accomplished. Food, c l o t h i n g ,  farming and 
b u i l d i n g  s u p p l i e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l and ,  were prov ided  by C a r l e t o n ' s  government; 
c o u n t i e s  and p a r i s h e s  were c r e a t e d ;  a  new c a p i t a l  a t  F r e d e r i c t o n  was 
e s t a b l i s h e d ;  most o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  were p l a c e d  on  t h e i r  farms.  During 
t h e  per iod ,  a  t o t a l  o f  507,667 a c r e s  was surveyed a t  a  c o s t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  
government o f  &1402:3:2, exc lud ing  h a l f  f e e s ;  e x p l o r a t i o n  work was a l s o  
under taken  and a  g e n e r a l  p l a n  o f  t h e  p rov ince  produced.40 

I n  1785 o n l y  t h i r t e e n  g r a n t s  were i s s u e d ,  t o t a l l i n g  8,039 a c r e s .  
During 1786, t h e  l a n d  committee met n e a r l y  d a i l y  t o  p r o c e s s  p e t i t i o n s 4 1  
and i n  February,  t h e  Execut ive  Counci l ,  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were enough 
surveys  done a t  government expense t o  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  needy L o y a l i s t s ,  
o r d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  survey ing  c o s t s  f o r  f u t u r e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  p a r t i c u l a r  
t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  would be  p a i d  f o r  by  t h e   memorialist^.^^ S l i g h t l y  over  
200,000 a c r e s  passed  i n t o  L o y a l i s t  hands i n  1786. During 1787, ano ther  
184,246 a c r e s  were g r a n t e d ,  b u t  ~t i s  interesting t o  n o t e  t h a t  some Loy- 
a l i s t s  were moving about  seek ing  b e t t e r  a l l o t m e n t s  of  l a n d  o r  were even 
r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  Where t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  were 
n o t  b e i n g  met, a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e a r l y  g r a n t s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Crown and 
were re -gran ted  t o  o t h e r  L o y a l i s t s .  I n  1788 and 1789, t h e r e  was a  s i z a b l e  
r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  amount of  l a n d  a c r e a g e  g r a n t e d ,  t o  31,584 and 52,141 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Between 1784 and 1790, a  t o t a l  o f  476,025 a c r e s  passed  
i n t o  L o y a l i s t  hands.43 Most i n d i v i d u a l s  r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  200 
t o  400 a c r e s ;  t h e r e  were some g r a n t s  o f  over  1 ,000  a c r e s  t o  s i n g l e  Loyal- 
i s ts ,  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  a  half-dozen g r a n t s  over  5,000 acres .44  

While most o f  t h e  L o y a l i s t s  r e c e i v e d  g r a n t s  of  one s i z e  o r  a n o t h e r ,  
it is  i r o n i c a l  t o  n o t e  t h a n  when t h e  restrictions upon t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  
g r a n t s  were l e v i e d  upon New Brunswick i n  1790, t h e r e  were a  number o f  
Execut ive  Cbunc i l lo rs ,  o f f i c e r s  o f  government and o t h e r  gentlemen e n t i t l e d  



t o  lands amounting t o  50,000 a c r e s  who had postponed tak ing  t h e i r  lands  
u n t i l  t h e i r  fe l low Loya l i s t s  were accommodated and thus  had t o  wa i t  another 
decade and more be fo re  they  themselves rece ived  lands.45 Other Loya l i s t s  
had appl ied  f o r  lands  be fo re  1790 and had c u l t i v a t e d  and improved them, 
bu t  had not  taken o u t  pa t en t s ;  t h e i r  claims amounted t o  27,300 acres.46 
J u s t  before  t h e  1790 r e s t r i c t i o n s  were l ev i ed  upon the  colony, we note  
i n  Sp rou le ' s  l e t t e r  book an  i n t e r e s t i n g  understatement: "I could wish 
t h a t  such people a s  can a f f o r d  t o  take  ou t  t h e i r  g r a n t s  would not  de lay  
it much longer f o r  t h e  o f f i c e  is  now so  crammed wi th  surveys from a l l  
qua r t e r s ,  t h a t  notwithstanding a l l  my a t t e n t i o n ,  inconveniences may a r i s e  
and much t roub le  both  t o  me and t h e  s e t t l e r s  may happen."47 The years  
a f t e r  1802, when these  r e s t r i c t i o n s  were l i f t e d ,  proved t o  be nea r ly  a s  
h e c t i c  f o r  New Brunswick's Surveyor-General a s  had been t h e  years  spent  
i n  s e t t l i n g  t h e  ~ o y a l i s t s .  

what were some of t h e  b e n e f i t s  der ived  from t h i s  admin i s t r a t i ve  
study? We now have a  much b e t t e r  understanding of land admin i s t r a t i on  
and, more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  of the  Surveyor-General' s  o f f  i c e  i n  t h i s  e a r l y  
co lon ia l  period.  We know how, when and why land records  were crea ted ,  
and t h i s  he lps  us  t o  order  t he se  r eco rds  i n  a  manner most u se fu l  f o r  glean- 
ing information.  Perhaps more s l g n l f l c a n t i y ,  we have gained a  wider know- 
ledge of t h e  whole admin i s t r a t i ve  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  per iod .  Involvement i n  
land mat ters  seemed t o  be a  common denominator among New Brunswick's 
o f f i c i a l s .  The p e r s o n a l i t i e s  of t he  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e i r  r o l e s  and d u t i e s ,  
in ter -of  f  i c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  a  cha in  of command, d i v i s i o n  of labours ,  delega- 
t i o n  of  au tho r i t y ,  a l l  provide c l u e s  t o  comprehending t h e  l a r g e r  adminis- 
t r a t i v e  puzzle.  Our departmental  record  s e r i e s  have become more c l o s e l y  
k n i t t e d  t oge the r ;  our a t t i t u d e s  towards admin i s t r a t i ve  records  have been 
a l t e r e d .  We have r a i s e d  many ques t ions  and answered a  few o f  them; s t i l l ,  
we a r e  i n  a  much b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  d i r e c t  f u r t h e r  research .  Personal ly ,  
of course,  t h e  land  records  and Crown land admin i s t r a t i on  mean a  g r e a t  
dea l  t o  me. Although t h i s  paper is  l imi t ed  t o  t h e  e a r l y  se t t lement  years ,  
I was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  be a b l e  t o  study t h e  whole t h r e e  decades of 
George Sp rou le ' s  term a s  Surveyor-General from 1785 t o  1817, from t h e  
h e c t i c  se t t lement  yea r s ,  through t h e  depression of  t h e  l a s t  decade of t h e  
century,  during t h e  per iod  of  rev ived  bus iness  a f t e r  1800 and through t h e  
prosperous years  a f t e r  1807, t o  Sp rou le ' s  dea th  i n  1817 - h i s  wobbly hand- 
wr i t i ng  i n  evidence t o  t h e  l a s t  upon t h e  record  books of h i s  o f f i c e .  It 
i s  impossible f o r  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  t o  do d e t a i l e d  admin i s t r a t i ve  s t u d i e s  on 
a l l  the  departmental  record  s e r i e s  wi th in  h i s  care ,  but  by producing a  
number of b r i e f  d e t a i l e d  desc r ip t ions ,  l i s t i n g  s t rong  po in t s  and sugges- 
t i n g  admin i s t r a t i ve  themes t h a t  might be explored by the  h i s t o r i a n ,  and 
by occas ional ly  doing personal  r e sea rch  work of h i s  own, I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
a r c h i v i s t  w i l l  b e  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  serve  himself ,  h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n  and 
h i s t o r i a n s .  
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