
SECRETARY OF STATE, 

A t  t h e  Opening of the  Centennial Exhibit ion of t h e  

Public Archives of Canada, 

June, 1972 

Je  d e s i r e r a i s  t o u t  d'abord vous souhaiter  l a  bienvenue aux Archives 
e t  vous remercier d ' avo i r  accept6 mon i n v i t a t i o n  en s i  grand nombre. 

I wish i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  welcome the  Prime Minister ,  s eve ra l  of my 
predecessors a s  minis ters  responsible  f o r  the  Archives, two former Domin- 
ion Archivis ts  ( D r .  Lanctot and D r .  Lamb), t h e  representa t ive  of t h e  
~ n t z r n a t i o n a l  Conncil on Archives, t he  Directors of t h e  National Archives 
of France, Great B r i t a i n  and the  United S ta t e s ,  t he  Provincia l  and Terr i -  
t o r i a l  Archivis ts ,  t h e  representa t ives  of a rch iva l  and h i s t o r i c a l  assoc- 
i a t ions .  

NOUS nous sommes reun i s  aujourd'hui pour a s s i s t e r  a l ' ouve r tu re  d'une 
exposit ion des Archives publiques. Mais ce  n ' e s t  pas une exposi t ion  
ordinai re .  E l l e  marque l e  centisme anniversa i re  des Archives, e l l e  t e n t e  
de donner un e'chantillonage de ce  que l e s  Archives on t  accumul6 au cours 
des cent annges de l e u r  exis tence .  C 'es t  l 'occas ion t o u t e  designge pour 
j e t e r  un rapide  coup d ' o e i l  en a r r i h r e ,  e t  voir un peu ce  que l ' a v e n i r  
rgserve aux Archives publiques du Canada. 

Les Archives o n t  e t 6  creges par l a  nomination du premier a r c h i v i s t e  
f&de'ral, w u g l a s  Brymner, en 1872. Son r81e Q t a i t  de rassembler des 
documents h is tor iques ,  e t  apr& avoir  parcourru l e  pays, il s ' e s t  t o u t  
naturellement tourn6 vers  l a  France e t  l lAng le te r re ,  0% s e  t rouvaient  une 
bonne p a r t i e  des documents concernant l ' h i s t o i r e  du Canada q u ' i l  a f a i t  
copier.  

En 1903, l e  gouvernement d6c ida i t  par decre t  de l u i  conf ier  igalement 
l e s  archives du gouvernement fgdgral ,  e t  un premier Qd i f i ce  des Archives 
f u t  cons t ru i t  en 1904-1905. En 1912, une l o i  e n t e r i n a i t  ces  d6cisions e t  
f a i s a i t  des Archives publiques un organisme autonome. Les s t r u c t u r e s  
g t a i e n t  maintenant en place.  Aprss p lus i eu r s  t e n t a t i v e s  sans lendemain, 
ce  n ' e s t  qu'en 1956, avec l l Q r e c t i o n  d 'un  vas t e  e d i f i c e  a Tunney's Pasture 
que l e s  Archives on t  pu jouer un r"oe ddeterminant dans l e  domaine des 
archives a d m i n i s t r a t ~ v e s  des m i n i s t h e s .  Les r 6 s u l t a t s  fu ren t  probants,  
e t  l ' o n  confia a l ' a r c h i v i s t e  fed&al ,  en 1966, l a  d i r e c t i o n  genkrale de 
l a  ges t ion des archives  des ministgres,  comme l ' a v a i t  recommand6 l a  
Commission Glassco. 

Alors que Brymner, a son en t ree  en fonction,  en 1872, a v a i t  reyu, 
come  il l e  d i r a  lui-mihe, " three  small rooms and very vague ins t ruc t ions" ,  
l e  d i rec teur  des Archives publiques do i t ,  un s i s c l e  p lus  t a r d ,  remplir un 
mandat tres vaste:  assembler, preserver e t  met t re  2 l a  d i spos i t ion  des 



chercheurs des documents "de t o u t e  esp&ce, nature  e t  descr ip t ion" ,  v e i l l e r  
l a  bonne ges t ion des archives  courantes du gouvernement fGd&al, fou rn i r  

des se rv ices  d ' exp lo i t a t ion  e t  des conse i l s  dans l e  domaine du microfilm. 
I1 a sa d isposi t ion ,  pour ce  f a i r e  depuis 1967, d8imposants locaux e t  
un personnel de p r s s  de 500 personnes. 

I n  the  course of t h e  l a s t  hundred years,  t he  Archives has accumulated 
a very r i c h  co l l ec t ion  of a rch iva l  mater ia ls  coming from publ ic  and p r i -  
va te  sources and of a l l  types:  f ede ra l  government records,  a s  well  a s  
copies of documents from France, Br i t a in  and other  countries;  papers and 
records  of individuals ,  associa t ions  and businesses;  manuscripts, maps and 
plans,  pa int ings ,  drawings, water colour s ,  p r i n t s  and photographs, publica- 
t i ons ,  sound recordings, f i lms and medals. Its r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  w i l l  soon 
be enlarged and rounded up with t h e  c rea t ion  of the  National Film Archives, 
and the  expansion of f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  motion p i c t u r e  f i lms,  videotapes and 
recorded sound. 

I n  1889, mug las  Brymner wrote t h a t  he dreamed t h a t  one day "Ottawa 
might become on t h i s  continent t h e  Mecca t o  which h i s t o r i c a l  i nves t iga to r s  
would tu rn  t h e i r  eyes and d i r e c t  t h e i r  s teps" .  This dream has not come 
t rue ,  but  more and more researchers  i n  Canadian s tud ies  recognize t h e  
Public Archives a s  the  e s s e n t i a l  cen t re  f o r  o r i g i n a l  documentation. 

The records management programme of t h e  Public Archives i s  functioning 
smoothly, and a s t r i n g  of regional  records cent res  w i l l  soon extend across  
t h e  country from Halifax t o  Vancouver. 

The Archives technical  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  most modern, r e s to ra t ion  and 
conservation s p e c i a l i s t s  taking ca re  of i t s  a rch iva l  mater ia l ,  and i t s  
photographic and microrecording se rv ices  meet always increas ing demands. 

Final ly ,  t h e  research f a c i l i t i e s  of t h e  Archives, have always been 
one of i t s  pride.  I n  the  o l d  bui ld ing on Sussex Drive (now the  War M u S ~ U ~ )  

searchers  have found a warm welcome, an a t t e n t i v e  and f r i end ly  s t a f f ,  and 
a door always open, n ight  and day, a l l  year round. I n  t h e  present bu i l -  
ding, i f  some of t h e  intimacy has gone, the  same d e s i r e  t o  serve t h e  
researchers  continues, and t h e  rooms a r e  l a rge r  and more comfortable. 

For a century, t he  f ede ra l  a r c h i v i s t s  and t h e i r  s t a f f  have shown a 
remarkable devotion t o  t h e i r  tasks ,  and we a r e  thankful to  them. They 
have been supported by the  i n t e r e s t  and as s i s t ance  of o ther  a r c h i v i s t s ,  of 
h i s to r i ans ,  and many people who have donated t h e i r  own papers, those of 
t h e i r  famil ies ,  the  records of associa t ions  and businesses,  o r  even docu- 
ments t h a t  they had acquired f o r  t h e i r  own enjoyment, bu t  t h a t  they wanted 
t o  share  with the  people of Canada. I wish t o  take  t h i s  occasion t o  thank 
each and every one of them f o r  t h e i r  p a s t  i n  preserving our c u l t u r a l  
her i t age .  

A s  f o r  the  Canadian government, i t  may be t h a t  it has not always 
given t o  the  Public Archives a l l  t he  support i t  merited or  requested. But 
t h e  modern f a c i l i t i e s ,  t he  remarkable increases  i n  s t a f f  and budget gran- 
t e d  t o  the  Archives i n  the  l a s t  t e n  years  i s  proof, I bel ieve ,  of a 
greater  awareness, on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  people, and of t h e  government, of 
t h e  important r o l e  played by the  Public Archives i n  i t s  preservat ion and 
servic ing of t h e  au then t i c  records of the  pas t ,  even the  most recent  pas t .  

Mais un nouveau s i e c l e  commence pour l e s  Archives, e t  ce  s i h e  



devrai t  &re  encore plus  passionant. Certes, l e s  pr6sentes act ivi te /s  des 
Archives vont continuer, notamment 116nergique poursuite de l a  documentation 
or iginale  u t i l e  5 l a  recherche,,mais l e s  d6veloppements technologiques e t  
sociologiques vont amener une revolution dans l a  nature e t  l ' u t i l i s a t i o n  
des archives. Les innovations de l a  technique pour l a  cr6ation e t  l a  
transmission des informations, l a  promotion d'une cul ture  2 l a  f o i s  
g6n8ralis6e e t  plus individualisge.  vont pr&enter aux Archives des de'fis 
de t a i l l e .  

Mais s i  l ' o n  ne peut n ie r  l ' impact des techniques normalles, e t  leur  
e f f e t  profond sur l e s  Archives, c ' e s t  pourtant l e  nouveau concept de 
cul ture  qui  devra i t  &re  au coeur des pr6occupations des Archives. 

Solidement g tab l i es ,  l e s  Archives devraient,  au cours des prochaines 
armies, s 'o r i en te r  re'solument vers l a  de'centralisation e t  l a  d i f fus ion de 
ses  ressources, pour l e s  mettre au service  de toute  l a  population. Tel e s t  
l ' e s p r i t  des nouveaux programmes des Archives au s e u i l  de ce  second s izc le .  
Trois aspects s e  de'gageront de ces programmes: l a  d i f fus ion des documents, 
l a  d i f fus ion des connaissances, l a  recherche. 

Already the  Public Archives i s  s tor ing computer tapes and making 
extensive use of computer i n  the  preparation of finding a ids  t o  p r iva te  
papers and government f i l e s .  These techniques w i l l  be applied t o  maps, 
pr int ings ,  photographs, f i lms and publications.  It w i l l  not be long before 
information, images and sound can be projected t o  terminals i n  research 
centres throughout the  country or made avai lable  i n  homes and schools 
through casse t t e s  and other miniaturized packages. Improved communica- 
t ions ,  which a r e  an e s s e n t i a l  goal of the new technology, w i l l  consider- 
ably reduce the  problem of distance and help equalize opportuni t ies  fo r  
Canadians of a l l  regions. 

~ u t  without waiting u n t i l  the  more sophis t icated technology becomes 
economically possible,  more conventional means w i l l  be used t o  bring c lose  
t o  the  people of Canada the  r i c h  resources of the Public Archives. Micro- 
fi lms, microfiches, s l i d e s ,  photographs, tapes w i l l  be used t o  decentral-  
i z e  a t  l e a s t  the  most important archival  sources and t h e i r  f inding a ids ,  
whether they be manuscripts, maps, p ic tures ,  sound recordings or fi lms . 
By these methods, the  wealth of resources of the  Public Archives w i l l  
reach a much larger  portion of the  Canadian publ ic  than is  the  case today. 

Les Archives publiques voudraient auss i  partager avec d 'autres  
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  du Canada ou d ' a i l l e u r s ,  ses  connaissances e t  son exp6rience 
dans l e s  domaines de l a  r es taura t ion  e t  de l a  microphotographie auss i  b ien 
que dans l a  th6orie e t  l a  prat ique de l 'adminis t ra t ion d'archives 
administratives ou his tor iques .  

E l l es  voudront auss i  mener ou commanditer des recherches dans l e  
domaine des archives.  E l l es  s ' in terrogeront  en p a r t i c u l i e r  sur l a  v a l i d i t 6  
ou l a  pertinence des documents comme instruments de cu l tu re  dans un 
contexte soc ia l  donne/, q u ' i l s  s ' ag i s se  du milieu sco la i re ,  des zones 
dgfavorisis ou des communaute's c u l t u r e l l e s  minoritaires.  S i  on a 
tradit ionellement cru, sans m&e se  poser l a  question, que l e s  documents 
6 ta ien t  l a  souvce primordiale pour l 'g tude de l'homme e t  de l a  socie/t&, 
on peut s e  demander si, dans une soci6te' en perpe'tuel changement, i l s  ne 
peuvent avoir sur l e  cltoyen ordinaire ,  une influence bgnifique, rappel 
des valeurs permanantes e t  inchangeables de l a  nature humaine, de l a  r i c h e  
e t  diverse expe'rience de l'homme vivant en soci6te'. 



But t o  be e f fec t ive ,  these programmes w i l l  r equ i re  the  c lose  coopera- 
t i o n  of many i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  associa t ions  and individuals  of r e l a t e d  i n t e r -  
e s t s  and preoccupations. We w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  need the  col labora t ion of t h e  
provincia l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  archives,  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  located  across  the  coun- 
t r y ,  and possessing i n  many cases a va l id  experience i n  these  f i e l d s .  We 
w i l l  a l so  hope f o r  t h e  a s s i s t ance  of  research centres  such as  t h e  univer- 
s i t i e s ,  of information cen t re s  a s  the  l i b r a r i e s ,  of a r c h i v i s t s  and h i s to r -  
ians ,  of schools, of community cent res ,  indeed of t h e  whole population t h a t  
the  Archives would want t o  serve.  

C ' e s t  donc avec p l a i s i r  que j e  cons ta t e  que ces  programmes e t  l a  
col labora t ion q u ' i l s  exigent,  seront  d iscu6ts  au cours des jours qu i  
viennent, t ou t  d'abord a l a  confe'rence qu i  re'unira l ' a r c h i v i s t e  f edgra l  
e t  l e s  a r c h i v i s t e s  des provinces e t  t e r r i t o i r e s ,  e t  q u ' i l s  f e ron t  a u s s i  
l ' o b j e t  des seances organisees par l a  ~ o c i g t g  h i s to r ique  du Canada, i c i -  
m b e ,  lundi  prochain. 

Nous sommes reconnaissants au repr&entant du Conseil i n t e rna t iona l  
des Archives e t  aux Directeurs des Archives de France, de Grande-Bretagne 
e t  des Etats-Unis de vouloir  bien nous f a i r e  p r o f i t e r  de l eu r  expgrience 
e t  de l e u r s  ide'es touchant ces  questions qu i  a f f ec te ron t  l e  fu tu r  r61e des 
Archives. 

Les r e s u l t a t s  de ces  d iscuss ions  e t  d ' au t r e s  reunions semblables 
devraient  nous fourni r  d ' u t i l e s  points  de vue qu i  nous permettront de 
pr&iser  l e s  o b j e c t i f s  e t  l e s  mgthodes d ' ac t ion  des Archives publiques du 
canada. 

I n  a q u i e t  way, t h e  Public Archives has always been responsive to  t h e  
present  and the  f u t u r e  needs of i t s  c l i e n t e l e .  I am confident t h a t  a s  it 
e n t e r s  i t s  second century, it w i l l  be even more e f f e c t i v e  i n  i t s  mission 
t o  assemble, preserve and communicate t o  a l l  Canadians a t r u e  r e f l e c t i o n  
of canada and i t s  people. 

O r ,  pour emprunter l ' express ion u t i l i s e e  dans l e  t i t r e  de l ' expos i t ion ,  
j ' a i  confiance que l e s  Archives publiques du canada pre'senteront aux 
Canadiens un miroir  toujours  p lus  f i d e l e  du passe' du Canada. 

J ' i n v i t e  maintenant l e s  a r c h i v i s t e s  d is t ingugs  qui  ont  parcouru de 
longues d is tances  pour pa r t i c ipe r  avec nous aux ce lgbra t ions  du centenai re  
des Archives de bien vouloir  nous d i r e  quelques mots. 

[Dr. Morris Rieger, Deputy Secre tary  General, In t e rna t iona l  Council on 
Archives (Conseil In t e rna t iona l  des Archives);  

M. Guy Duboscq, Directeur ggn i ra l  des Archives de France; 
M r .  J e f f e ry  Ede, Keeper of the  Public Records of Great Br i t a in ;  
D r .  J. B. Rhoads, Archivis t  of t h e  United S ta t e s ,  conveyed t h e i r  good wishes 

Now I would l i k e  t o  present  t h e  Prime Minister with the  medal speci-  
a l l y  commissioned fo r  t h e  Centennial of t h e  Public Archives, t h e  work of 
Mrs. Dora Hunt, and t o  i n v i t e  him t o  dec la re  t h e  exh ib i t ion  open. 




