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Before ind ica t ing  t h e  archives  most useful  f o r  economic h i s to ry ,  I 
would l i k e  t o  g ive  a genera l  o u t l i n e  of what t h e  Public Archives has i n  
s t o r e  f o r  researchers .  F i r s t ,  l e t  me use a few f igu res  t o  ind ica te  t h e  
extent  of our holdings. 

The Manuscript Division, which has been the  mainstay of t h e  Archives, 
contains t h a t  por t ion  of government records which a r e  judged worthy of pre- 
servat ion and they amount roughly t o  45,000 l i n e a r  f e e t .  P r iva te  papers of 
individuals  and records  of p r i v a t e  s o c i e t i e s  amount t o  approximately 15,000 
f e e t  and t o  t h a t  can be added a few thousand r e e l s  of microfilm copies of 
documents of which we could not  ob ta in  t h e  o r ig ina l s .  They include govern- 
ment records copied i n  London and Pa r i s  concerning t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of 
ca na da . 

The P ic tu re  Division include something i n  t h e  neighbourhood of 10,000 
paint ings ,  water colours and drawings which a r e  o r i g i n a l  and unique; 75,000 
l i thographs  and engravings; a photograph co l l ec t ion  which is  c lose  t o  num- 
bering 2% mi l l ion  items and t h e  f i lm  co l l ec t ion  of Canadian newsreels, doc- 
umentary and t h e a t r i c a l  productions which i s  now undergoing a g rea t  expan- 
s ion  and which numbers some 17,000 r e e l s  (or 6,500 f e e t ) .  

The National Map Col lec t ion has r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  both Canadian maps 
from t h e  beginning of t h e  h i s t o r y  of Canada t o  t h e  present  and fo r  a cover- 
age of t h e  world. The maps a r e  completed by a g rea t  many a t l a s e s ,  ranging 
from t h e  Ptolerny Geographica of 1508 t o  t h e  most recent  p rov inc ia l  a t l a s e s .  
I n  addi t ion  t o  t h a t ,  t h e  National Map Col lec t ion looks a f t e r  p lans  of bu i l -  
dings and publ ic  works. To ta l  holdings number over ha l f  a mi l l ion  d i f f e r -  
en t  documents. 

Our Library has over 80,000 volumes, including some 10,000 f a i r l y  r a r e  
pamphlets. 

We a l s o  have a r e l a t i v e l y  small but  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
medals, about 5,000 items, which r e l a t e s  t o  Canada and i t s  his tory .  

But i n  add i t ion  t o  a l l  these  t h a t  we s h a l l  c a l l  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  
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records,  t h e  Public Archives i s  a l so  responsible  f o r  a comprehensive pro- 
gram i n  t h e  a rea  of records management and it has records cen t re s  i n  Ottawa, 
Toronto, Montreal and Vancouver. While t h e  Record Centre i n  Ottawa con- 
t a i n s  over 400,000 f e e t  of records,  those of Toronto and Montreal conta in  
each about 100,000 f e e t ,  while the  Vancouver Centre, which jus t  opened, has 
a l ready assembled about 25,000 f e e t  of records from t h e  government o f f i c e s  
i n  t h e  area.  

These r a the r  impressive holdings a r e  the  r e s u l t s  of 100 years of a c t i -  
v i ty .  The Public Archives of Canada was crea ted  with the  appointment of  
t h e  f i r s t  f ede ra l  a r c h i v i s t ,  Douglas Brymner, i n  June 1872, near ly  100 
years ago. He was appointed an o f f i c e r  of the  Department of Agr icul ture  
because t h e  Minister was then responsible,  i n  addi t ion  t o  ag r i cu l tu re ,  f o r  
a r t s  and manufactures. I t  i s  only i n  1903 t h a t  t h e  Bureau of Archives was 
given re spons ib i l i t y  f o r  government documents which u n t i l  then had been 
under the  r e spons ib i l i t y  of an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Secretary of S ta t e .  I n  1912, 
t h e  Archives were made an independent agency of government, a small depart-  
ment i f  you l i k e ,  and s ince  then, the  minis ter  responsible  fo r  t h e  archives 
has usually been the  Secre tary  of S ta t e .  An important s t e p  i n  making t h e  
Archives r e a l l y  ac t ive  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of records  mnagement was the  opening 
i n  e a r l y  1956 of t h e  Public Archives Ottawa Records Centre, i n  Ottawa. 
This l e d  t o  t h e  crea t ion of advisory se rv ices  and the  implementation by t h e  
Records Management Branch t o  implement t h e  comprehensive program approved 
by Cabinet i n  1966. The purpose of t h e  program was t o  insure  the  proper 
preservat ion of government records,  t h e  use of t h e  bes t  methods of f i l i n g  
and s to r ing  them, and t h e  t r ans fe r  f o r  permanent preservat ion i n  t h e  Arch- 
ives  of  those of long-term research value. 

O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  you i n  t h e  h i s to ry  of t h e  Archives, would be 
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Board of H i s t o r i c a l  Publications under Adam Shor t t ,  
which produced i n  the  1920's seve ra l  volumes dealing with economic and f i n -  
anc ia l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Canada. They were: Documents r e l a t i n q  % Canadian 
currency, exchange and finance during t h e  French Period, 2 vols.  (1925) - 
I n  i t s  in t roduct ion t o  t h e  book t h e  author says the  study of t h e  currency 
and exchanges is  " the  most e f f e c t i v e  in t roduct ion t o  the  economic h i s t o r y  
of the  colony" - And Documents r e l a t i n q  Currency, Exchange and Finance 
i n  Nova Scotia (1935). Adam Shor t t  a l so  prepared notes  and documents re-  --- 
l a t i n g  t o  Upper and Lower Canada. They were never published, bu t  they may 
be consulted a t  t he  Public Archives. He died i n  1931. H i s  inf luence  has 
been widely acknowledged. D r .  0. D. Skelton ca l l ed  him: "The founder of 
the  study of economic h i s to ry  i n  Canada, and i t s  foremost p rac t i t i one r" .  
I t  used t o  be t h a t ,  i n  the  o l d  days, a t  t h e  tu rn  of t h e  century, a r c h i v i s t s  
w i l l  wr i te  something l i k e  t h i s :  "We have not copied such and such a docu- 
ment; it consisted mostly of f i n a n c i a l  mat ters  which a r e  of l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  
t o  h i s to ry ,  but  we have indicated  t h e  reference  i n  case somebody might be 
in t e res t ed" .  This was a l l  changed; and wi th  people l i k e  Adam Shor t t  and 
h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  Arthur Lower, t h e  Archives a c t u a l l y  acquired business rec- 
ords,  notably l a r g e  co l l ec t ions  of lumber companies records.  

The f a c t  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  economic h i s t o r y  was so slow t o  develop is 
a l l  t h e  more s t range because economic f a c t o r s  were always dominent i n  t h e  
development of  canada, and inev i t ab ly  had a tremendous inf luence  on t h e  
h i s t o r y  of the  country. Under the  French Regime, land never was highly 
productive and i t  was t h e  f u r  t r ade  which presided a s  t h e  foundation of a 
French colony on t h i s  continent.  And t r ade  remained a constant  preoccupa- 
t i o n  f o r  t h e  whole of the  French Regime. Under the  B r i t i s h  Regime, while 



t h e  f u r  t r a d e  somewhat diminished i n  importance, lumber became t h e  s t a p l e .  
Since Confederation, ra i lway cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e  beginning of i n d u s t r i a l i z a -  
t i o n  and l a t t e r l y ,  t he  use of n a t u r a l  resources  w i l l  come more t o  t h e  
f r o n t .  ~ u t ,  I be l ieve ,  it i s  not  an exaggerat ion t o  say  t h a t  most of  t he  
h i s t o r y  of Canada was dominated by t h e  importance of imports and expor ts  
and t h a t  some of  t h e  most s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  d iscuss ions  centered  on t h e  
ques t ion  of t a r i f f s  and r ec ip roc i ty .  I n  t h i s  century,  two aspects  have 
gained i n  importance: i n d u s t r a l i z a t i o n  and t h e  wel fare  s t a t e .  This,  nat-  
u r a l l y ,  w i l l  produce important  change i n  t h e  quan t i t y  and the  type  of  t h e  
economic records  produced by the  government and by p r i v a t e  concerns. Can- 
adian  h i s t o r i a n s  were r a t h e r  slow t o  awaken t o  t h e  economic a spec t  i n  h is -  
tory .  Nevertheless,  wi th  men l i k e  Adam Shor t t ,  Harold Inn i s ,  Donald Crei-  
ghton, and more r ecen t ly ,  Fernand Ouel le t ,  P i e r r e  Wallot and Andrg Paquet, 
and many o the r s ,  important  con t r ibu t ions  have been made and economic fac-  
t o r s  have been p laced  i n  a b e t t e r  perspect ive  than  has been t h e  case  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  where p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i t a r y  a spec t s  of l i f e  i n  Canada seems t o  be 
t h e  most prominent f e a t u r e  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  the  a t t e n t i o n  and i n t e r e s t s  of 
h i s t o r i a n s .  And, it should be  poin ted  out ,  t he se  h i s t o r i a n s  have made 
g r e a t  use of a r c h i v a l  sources,  spending yea r s  a t  t he  Publ ic  Archives of can- 
ada. What then a r e  t h e  holdings of t h e  Public Archives which w i l l  b e  of 
s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  economic h i s t o r i a n s ?  

For t h e  French Regime, a g r e a t  dea l  can be found of i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
genera l  correspondence between Canada and t h e  Mother country and i n  o the r  
s e r i e s  of o f f i c i a l  records .  Cameron Nish, f o r  example, i n  h i s  Inven ta i r e  
des documents r e l a t i f s  2 l ' h i s t o i r e  Qconomique du Canada f r a n c a i s  (published - - 
i n  i n s t a l lmen t s  i n  Ac tua l i t 6  Economique from 1967) covers o f f i c l a l  sources  
of which we have microfi lm copies.  Court records  of New France, pa r t i cu -  
l a r l y  those of t h e  ~ r & a t &  de  Que'bec preserved i n  t h e  National  Archives of  
Quebec, a r e  r i c h  i n  d e t a i l s  about t r anspor t a t i on  and t r ade .  So a r e  notar -  
i a l  deeds preserved both  i n  Quebec and i n  France and of which we have very 
incomplete copies.  The Nouveau documents sur Champlain e t  son e'poque 1560- 
1622 t h a t  t h e  PAC published i n  1967 a r e  l a r g e l y  concerned wi th  economic - 
matters .  So a r e  many of  t h e  s e r i e s  of documents copies  i n  t h e  Archives 
departementales and Archives maritimes of France. (See PAC, General Inven- 
tory, Manuscript, MG1-10, Ottawa 1971, f i r s t  volume of up-to-date inventor-  
i e s  of documents i n  PAC) .  

The same i s  t r u e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Regime, both i n  l o c a l  r e w r d s  and i n  
correspondence wi th  Great B r i t a i n ,  even i f  t h e  s e r i e s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  o f  a 
m i l i t a r y  o r  of a p o l i t i c a l  na ture .  These we have, near ly  complete, e i t h e r  
i n  o r i g i n a l  o r  on microfilm. 

Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  censuses t o  1871 (a l i s t  of them i s  
given i n  Tracing your Ancestors i n  Canada, PAC, Ottawa, 1967),  and t h e  
Blue Books, g iv ing  t h e  gene ra l  s t a t e  of t h e  colony, contained i n  t h e  rec-  
ords  of t h e  Executive Council f o r  Cent ra l  Canada, 1824-1864, .or i n  t h e  
Records of  t he  Colonia l  Of f i ce  f o r  B.C., 1860-1870; Vancouver I s l and ,  1863- 
1865; New Brunswick, 1821-1865; Newfoundland 1772-1903; Nova Sco t i a  and 
Cape Breton, 1821-1866; P.E.I., 1821-1871; along wi th  a g r e a t  number of 
shipping and o the r  s t a t i s t i c s  i n t e r spe r sed  i n  s e v e r a l  s e r i e s .  

Amongst t h e  records  of t he  Federa l  government departments and agencies,  
p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  have some i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  economic h i s t o r i a n .  B u l l e t i n  
nos. 1 and 2 ,  a l r eady  published,  and no. 3 ( t o  be published soon) of t he  
Access Programme t o  Publ ic  Records, PAC, Manuscript Divis ion  (l969-1970), 
g ive  an  idea  of t h e  s i z e  and da t e s  of t h e  major holdings i n  government 



r eco rds .  Let  us l i s t  here  t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  f o r  economic h i s t o r y :  

Agr i cu l t u r e  1852-1955 - 2,000 f e e t  
Atomic Energy Control  Board, 1947-1955 - 5 f e e t  
Board of Transport  Commissioners, 1904-1965 - 200 f e e t  
Canadian Commercial Corporat ion,  1944-1958 - 15 f e e t  
Canadian Maritime Commission. 1940-1960 - 125 f e e t  
CNR, 1830's  t o  about 1961 - 3,600 f e e t  
Finance, 1791-1968 - 2,100 f e e t  
F i s h e r i e s  Branch, 1883-1915 - 190 f e e t  
Fo re s t ry  Branch. 1894-1958 - 170 f e e t  
Immigration Branch, 1873-1970 - 335 f e e t  
I n t e r i o r ,  1873-1933 - 800 f e e t  
Labour Department, 1900-1949 - 1,000 f e e t  
Marine, inc luding  r e g i s t e r s  of  ve s se l s ,  1762-1936 - 570 f e e t  
Mines and Technical  Surveys, 1885-1964 - 200 f e e t  
Munitions and Supply, 1942-1945 - 192 f e e t  
National  Revenue, 1791-1968 - 200 f e e t  
Northern A f f a i r s ,  1890-1962 - 800 f e e t  
Publ ic  Works, 1765-c.1930 - 1,400 f e e t  
Railways and Canals, 1835-1936 - 650 f e e t  
Reg i s t r a r  General, c h a r t e r s  of i nco rpo ra t i ons .  e t c .  - 210 feet 
Royal Commissions - over 90 Commissions, 1873-1969 - 960 f e e t  
Trade and Commerce, 1880-1965 - 1,400 f e e t  
Transport ,  1916-1962 - 250 f e e t  
Treasury Board, 1911-1956 - 800 f e e t  
Unemployment Rel ie f  Branch, 1930-1942 - 230 f e e t  
Vice-Admiralty Court, Hal i fax ,  1784-1818 - 60 f e e t  
Wartime P r i c e s  and Trade Board, 1940-1954 - 600 f e e t  

There a r e  a l s o  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  number of papers and records  from p r i v a t e  
sources  which conta in  much informat ion  on Canada's economic development. I 
w i l l  name j u s t  a  few of t h e  l a r g e r  c o l l e c t i o n s :  

For t h e  f u r  t r a d e  and f i s h e r i e s :  

American Fur Co., 1803-1847 - 34 r e e l s  
John Askin, 1771-1864 - 13 f e e t  
Arthur Dobbs, governor of  North Caro l ina ,  1754-1765 
Ermatinger Family, 1770-1872 - 20 f e e t  
John Hargrave, 1821-1865 - 4 f e e t  
Hudson's Bay Co., 1671-1871 ( a  few r eco rds  t o  1925) 
Robin, Jones & Whitman, 1760-1910 - 48 f e e t  
D r .  Kupp's c o l l e c t i o n  of Dutch documents, 1590-1695 

For Land Set t lement  and Railways: 

B r i t i s h  American Land Co., 1830-1936 - 2 f e e t  
I s a a c  and Pe ter  Buchanan, 1813-1883 - 4.0 f e e t  
M e r r i t t  Family, 1775-1897 - 8 f e e t  
S i r  Edward watkin,  1861-1887 - 1 f o o t  p l u s  2 r e e l s  
Wright Family Papers, of Hull  - 1 r e e l  

For Lumber Companies : 

Mossom Boyd & Co., 1839-1941 - 120 f e e t  
Bronson Co., 1833-1952 - 190 f e e t  

- 6 inches 

- 1817 r e e l s  

- 8 inches  



Gilmour & Hughson Ltd., 1845-1926 - 125 f e e t  
W. & J. Sharples ~ e g ' d . ,  1854-1923 - 42 f e e t  

For Financia l  I n s t i t u t i o n s :  

Bank of North America, 1836-1918 - 8 f e e t  p lus  14 r e e l s  
Bank of Montreal, 1817-1925 - 2 f e e t  p lus  7 r e e l s  
Baring BrOS.  & Co., 1818-1872 - 37 f e e t  
Glynn M i l l  & Co., 1850-1881 - 2 f e e t  
Merchants Bank of Canada, 1864-1924 - 4 f e e t  and 3 r e e l s  
Molson's Bank, 1869-1924 - 4 r e e l s  

For Industry and other  f i e l d s :  

Cooperative Union of Canada, 1906-1952 - 83 f e e t  
S i r  James Dunn ( e l e c t r i c i t y ,  s t ee l . .  .), 1904-1956 - 200 f e e t  
S i r  Joseph F lave l l e  (munitions...), 1896-1938 - 32 f e e t  
Kerry and Chace Ltd., (engineering),  1887-1938 - 30 f e e t  
Massey Family ( t r ade  and indus t ry ) ,  1823-1965 - 45 f e e t  
Massey-Flanders ( a r c h i t e c t s ) ,  1954-1968 - 60 f e e t  
Yukon Consolidated Gold Corporation - records t o  be received s h o r t l y  - 

120 f e e t ,  and many o the r s ,  most of which a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Union L i s t  of 
Manuscripts ~ Canadian Repositories,  Public Archives of Canada, Ottawa, 
1968. 

While government holdings a r e  considerable and very important, and 
l i k e l y  t o  increase  i n  the  near fu tu re ,  it is  q u i t e  evident t h a t  t h e  hold- 
ings from pr iva te  sources a r e  inadequate. There a r e  many reasons f o r  t h i s .  
The secrecy of many business f i rms on t h e i r  opera t ions  and f e a r  of a t a r -  
nished image i f  t h e i r  records were open t o  consul ta t ion .  An ignorance, i n  
t h e  pas t ,  and even now, of t h e  poss ib le  research value of t h e i r  records,  
which, a s  a consequence, have been allowed t o  disappear.  But a lso ,  one 
must admit i t ,  t h e  re luctance  on the  p a r t  of a rch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  who 
su f fe r  a chronic lack of space and s t a f f ,  t o  acquire l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of 
business records  which, i n  add i t ion  t o  taking much valuable space, w i l l  
r equ i re  o f t e n  long months or  years t o  properly organize, and fo r  very few 
researchers .  

A Business Archives Council was crea ted  i n  1967. But i t s  beginnings 
were not auspicious a s  it succeeded, f o r  lack of consul ta t ion ,  i n  antagon- 
i z ing  most i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  the  Council has bare ly  survived 
arid very l i t t l e  can be pu t  t o  i t s  c r e d i t .  

An attempt w i l l  be made l a t e r  t h i s  year t o  adopt a pol icy  i n  col labor-  
a t i o n  with the  provincia l  archives i n  order t o  solve t h i s  problem. New 
bui ld ings  planned f o r  Records Centres, both by the  f ede ra l  and provincia l  
Archives, might provide t h e  needed space. Many business f i rms remain t o  be 
convinced t h a t  researchers  have a l eg i t ima te  i n t e r e s t  i n  the ik  records,  and 
t h a t  they should be opened t o  research e i t h e r  on t h e i r  premises or  deposi- 
t ed  i n  an a rch iva l  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

Even i n  t h e  f i e l d  of government records,  some improvements a r e  needed. 
One case i n  po in t  i s  t h e  re luctance  of S t a t i s t i c s  Canada a t  opening records 
t o  research.  I understand t h a t  the  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  Association and 
other associa t ions  a r e  preparing a b r i e f  f o r  t h e  opening of t h e  censuses 
without wait ing 100 years.  Other departments w i l l  have t o  be prodded i n t o  
accepting a t  l e a s t  the  30-year maximum delay which was announced two years  



ago by t h e  Prime Minis te r .  

But one must take  i n t o  account t h e  f a c t  t h a t  archives, i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
have been t r e a t e d  very parsimoniously, and a r e  only  now being given space 
and s t a f f  t o  s t a r t  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e i r  r o l e .  

I may add t h a t  h i s t o r i a n s  have not  been clamouring, e i t h e r ,  f o r  "econ- 
omic" records .  

we a r e  now r e v i s i n g  our Union L i s t  of Manuscripts & Archival  Reposi- 
t o r i e s  and w i l l  l i k e l y  extend it, i n  t h e  near fu tu re ,  t o  become a guide  t o  
sources i n  Canada and encompass a l l  records ,  even i f  kept  i n  t h e  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  t h a t  c r ea t ed  them. 

An e f f o r t  w i l l  be made t o  acqui re  more papers and records  f o r  economic 
h i s to ry .  A t  t h e  same time, i t  should be remembered t h a t  s imi l a r  e f f o r t s  
a r e  being made t o  cover o the r  a r e a s  which have a l s o  been neglec ted  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  t he  a r t s ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  sc iences ,  s p o r t s  and l e i s u r e  occupations,  
e t c .  

I n  our acqu i s i t i ons  programme and i n  our s e l e c t i o n ,  we would welcome 
your cooperat ion and suggest ions.  We have found t h a t  t h i s  method was t h e  
most s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  most e f f e c t i v e .  Informal advisory groups 
have a l r eady  been formed i n  s eve ra l  f i e l d s :  medicine, pure sc ience ,  spo r t s ,  
c u l t u r a l  communities, labour,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  cartography,  and use fu l  con- 
t a c t s  have been e s t ab l i shed  through the  many na t iona l  a s soc i a t i ons  which 
a r e  depos i t ing  t h e i r  a rchives ,  on a continuing b a s i s ,  i n  t he  Publ ic  Archives. 

We would l i k e  you t o  be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  p re se rva t ion  of records  of  econ- 
omic i n t e r e s t  i s  not  only  our r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  bu t  a l s o  yours. And t h a t  i t  
is p a r t l y  through your i n t e r e s t ,  your a s s i s t ance ,  even through your prod- 
ding, t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  sources on t h e  economic development of t h e  country 
w i l l  be preserved and u t i l i z e d .  




