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The Jewish Archives of Western Canada was conceived i n  the Spring of 
1967 with the formal establishment of a Western Region Archives and Re- 
search Committee by the  Winnipeg o f f i c e  of Canadian Jewish Congress. Its 
f i r s t  object ive  was t o  plan a p i c t o r i a l  exhibi t ion as  a project  i n  honour 
of the  centennial  of Confederation. 

The project  was i n  danger of being s t i l l -born  i n  i t s  very ear ly  
s tages  a s  the  conception took place a t  a time when war clouds were gather- 
ing i n  the  Middle East and the hear t  and mind of v i r t u a l l y  every Canadian 
Jew came near t o  being overwhelmed with t h e  thought t h a t  I s r a e l ' s  contin- 
ued existence a s  an independent s t a t e  was i n  mortal danger. Jews through- 
out  Canada r a l l i e d  t o  I s r a e l ' s  cause a s  never before, and it seemed t h a t  
many be t t e r  es tabl ished p ro jec t s  might suffer  i n  consequence, not t o  speak 
of the  completely new idea of an archives program. 

What actual ly  happened might be regarded a s  an answer t o  the  some- 
times s t i l l  whispered charge of "dual loyal ty";  i - e . ,  every man, and 
every Jew, i s  capable of susta ining many loya l t i e s :  t o  h i s  country, t o  
h i s  people, t o  h i s  re l ig ion,&o h i s  family. While one of these  may a t  
times take p r i o r i t y  over the  others ,  sooner or l a t e r  they come back i n t o  
balance. I n  t h i s  case, the  balance was res tored f a i r l y  quickly; when the  
guns were s t i l l e d  i n  the  Middle East, the Jewish community of Winnipeg 
remembered t h a t  it s t i l l  had a p a r t  t o  play i n  Canada's Centennial. 

The idea of developing a Jewish archives for  Western Canida did not 
come about merely because of the  Centennial year, although t h a t  observance 
served a s  the  ca ta lys t .  Through several  millennia of the i r  existence,  
Jews have always been conscious of the  need t o  maintain archival  records 
and t o  assure the continuity of t h e i r  wr i t t en  his tory.  I t  is necessary t o  
c i t e  but one example. 

I n  October, 1939, a s  the Nazis were beginning the  occupation of 
Warsaw and planning t o  confine t h e  Jews behind the  walls of the ghetto 
which went up i n  November, 1940, a Jewish community welfare worker, 
Emmanuel Ringelblum, undertook a s  a personal obl igat ion the  task of recor- 
ding everything t h a t  happened t o  the  Jews under the Nazi tyranny. He e s t -  
ablished a sec re t  group known a s  the  "Oneg Shabbat Archives Committee" 
which i n  the  face  of inevi table  death began t o  c rea te  an archives of 
documents on the record of the  treatment of the  Jews by the ~ a ~ i s . '  ~ u c h  
of t h i s  record was found a f t e r  the  war i n  many s e c r e t  hiding places and 



a t t e s t e d  t o  t h e  indomitable d r ive  of the  Jewish people t o  preserve t h e i r  
p lace  i n  the  annals of  world h i s t o r y  even while being c a s t  i n t o  the  depths 
of a holocaust. 

The task  of the  Western Region Jewish Archives Committee was not 
nearly so dramatic. They were confronted with t h e  more mundane problem of 
apathy and d i s i n t e r e s t  due t o  lack of understanding. A few dedicated 
people, however, soon began t o  demonstrate the  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  success 
of t h i s  p ro jec t ,  and t h e  exh ib i t ion  was opened a t  t h e  Y.M.H.A. Centre a t  
t he  end of September, 1967, on t h e  theme "Ninety Years of Jewish L i fe  i n  
Western canadan.* More than one thousand photographs and documents were 
co l l ec ted  over t h e  summer months so t h a t  before the  d isplay  was opened a 
ca re fu l  job of se l ec t ion  had t o  be done. 

More than two thousand people viewed the  exh ib i t  during a three-week 
display  period,  and undoubtedly the re  were some who considered t h a t  t h i s  
was the  end of it. A s  soon a s  t h e  exh ib i t  opened however, many more people 
began t o  come forward vo lun ta r i ly  with contr ibut ions  of add i t iona l  photo- 
graphs, documents and publ ica t ions  t o  swell  t he  a rch iva l  co l l ec t ion .  

The Archives Committee undoubtedly owed its quick success t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  it had immediately s e t  i t s e l f  a t a r g e t  of a publ ic  event t o  popularize 
i ts  object ives .  Another important s t e p  was the  making of a working arran- 
gement with the  Provincia l  Archives of Manitoba. I n i t i a l l y ,  t h i s  consisted 
merely of a deposi t  agreement by which the  Provincial  Archives agreed t o  
take  custody of acqu i s i t ions  fo r  the  Jewish Archives. This r e l a t ionsh ip ,  
however, has now progressed f a r  beyond t h a t  f i r s t  s tage .  

When t h e  1967 exh ib i t  closed, it was agreed by Canadian Jewish Con- 
g res s  t h a t  t h e  Archives should become a permanent p r o j e c t  and t h a t  t h e  
Archives Committee should a l s o  undertake t o  organize a Jewish H i s t o r i c a l  
Society fo r  Western Canada as  a means of seeking wider community p a r t i c i -  
pation.  The acqu i s i t ion  of new mater ia ls  continued and contr ibut ions  began 
t o  come i n  from other  western communities. In  the  meantime, ca re fu l  plans 
were made t o  inaugurate t h e  Jewish His to r i ca l  Society,  and t h i s  took place  
i n  May, 1968, with the  reading of a paper3 by one of t h e  founding members 
of the  Archives Committee, and the  e l ec t ion  of the  f i r s t  o f f i c e r s .  

The summer of 1968 was devoted t o  planning and research.  During t h i s  
period, it was discovered t h a t  t h e  Public Archives i n  Ottawa had a consid- 
erable  s t o r e  of primary source documentary mater ia l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
h i s to ry  of the  Jews i n  Western ~ a n a d a . ~  

Between October of 1968 and May of 1969, the  Jewish H i s t o r i c a l  Society 
of Western canada conducted i t s  f i r s t  f u l l  season of a c t i v i t i e s  under t h e  
guidance of the  Archives committee. Papers were read a t  every meeting, and 
each meeting s t imula ted  t h e  acqu i s i t ion  of add i t iona l  mater ia ls .  One pro- 
gram took t h e  form of a j o i n t  meeting with the  Manitoba H i s t o r i c a l  Society,  
and t h i s  has now become an annual event. 

I n  May, 1969, the  Canadian Jewish Congress ce lebra ted  i t s  50th anni- 
versary and a banquet marking the  occasion was arranged i n  Winnipeg. The 
h i s t o r i c a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  program, planned by t h e  Archives Committee, was a 
p ro jec t  conceived t o  honour Jewish pioneers of Western Canada who were 75 
years of age o r  over and had res ided f o r  f i f t y  years or  more i n  t h e  West. 
Each pioneer was asked t o  provide autobiographical  reminiscences. Some 240 
pioneers were entered i n  t h e  honour r o l l  and more than hal f  of them 



contributed mater ia l  which helped to  expand the  human element of the  
archives  holdings. This mater ia l  has a l s o  been used a s  a bas i s  f o r  the  
launching of an o r a l  h i s to ry  program. 

During 1969, t h i s  wr i t e r  toured other western cent res  t o  s t imula te  
l o c a l  i n t e r e s t .  Contact was a l s o  e s t ab l i shed  with the  o ther  Provincia l  
Archives, including those i n  Regina and Saskatoon, Calgary, Edmonton and 
Victor ia .  ( I n  the  l a t t e r  case, i t  represented the  renewal of a f r i end ly  
r e l a t ionsh ip  f i r s t  developed with t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Provincial. Archives 
dat ing back t o  t h e  l a t e  1950's .)  Addit ional  documentary source ma te r i a l  
was uncovered i n  each of t h e  Provincial  Archives. 

I n  a t  l e a s t  one ins tance  t o  date,  an arrangement has been made fo r  
the  Jewish community of Saskatoon t o  t r ans fe r  i t s  documentary records t o  
t h e  Provincial  Archives fo r  indexing and cataloguing. I n  1969, a Jewish 
archives group was s t a r t e d  i n  Calgary, and i n  1970, the  Jewish H i s t o r i c a l  
Society of B r i t i s h  Columbia was e s t ab l i shed  i n  Vancouver. 

I n  1970, the  centennial  of Manitoba a s  a Province was observed. The 
Jewish His to r i ca l  Society of Western Canada concluded i t s  program s e r i e s  
t h a t  year with a spec ia l  event i n  June commemorating the  centennia l  and 
t h e  f i r s t  annual publ ica t ion was issued.  

I t  was a l so  decided t o  undertake, a s  a centennia l  p ro jec t ,  t he  prepa- 
r a t i o n  of a source book of Western Canada Jewish his tory .  A student was 
engaged f o r  the  summer t o  research recorded sources i n  books, publ ica t ions  
and documentary records ava i l ab le  i n  t h e  Legis la t ive ,  un ive r s i ty  and pub l i c  
l i b r a r i e s  of Winnipeg. A considerable b ib l iographic  f i l e  was thus added t o  
the  photographic and documentary mater ia l  which already formed p a r t  of the  
Western Jewish archives col lec t ion.  

During 1970 and e a r l y  1971, a beginning was made i n  recording a number 
of o r a l  h i s to ry  interviews.  An i n v i t a t i o n  was a l so  received from the  Man- 
i toba  Museum of Man and Nature (which had opened i n  the  summer of 1970) t o  
begin planning a spec ia l  exh ib i t  f o r  t h e  Museum's Alloway Hall, reserved 
f o r  v i s i t i n g  exhibi t ions .  From t h e i r  inception,  the  Archives and Research 
Committee and the  Jewish His to r i ca l  Society of Western Canada have followed 
t h e  pol icy  of working i n  c lose  cooperation not only with the  Provincial  
Archives bu t  with a l l  major organizat ions  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
including the  Universi ty of Manitoba History Department. 

The value of such a r e l a t i o n s h i p  has a l s o  proven i t s e l f  with the  Mus- 
eum. Before t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n  was opened, i t s  representa t ives  had met with 
t h e  Jewish group t o  expla in  t h e  concept of the  Manitoba Museum and t o  d i s -  
cuss ways i n  which cooperation might be developed. On learning of t h e  
geographic area approach being taken by t h e  Museum f o r  i t s  permanent exhi- 
b i t ,  it was a l s o  discovered t h a t  a t  t h a t  s t age  the  Museum o f f i c i a l s  were 
unaware t h a t  the re  had been any Jewish a s soc ia t ion  with the  ea r ly  develop- 
ment of  the  grasslands;  i .e . ,  t he  homestead se t t lement  e ra  of 1880 t o  1910. 
This overs ight  was quickly r e c t i f i e d  with documentary and photographic evi-  
dence. This experience underscored the  important r o l e  t o  be played by the  
Jewish Archives and Research Committee i n  bringing t o  l i g h t  primary source 
mater ia ls  t h a t  would help  t o  co r rec t  c e r t a i n  stereotyped impressions about 
Jewish immigrants which, f o r  many years, have influenced otherwise compe- 
t e n t  h i s to r i ans ,  a r c h i v i s t s  and museologists. 

Since t h e  f a l l  of 1971, t h e  Jewish Archives and Research Committee has 



become very c lose ly  involved with t h e  Manitoba Museum i n  two major p ro jec t s .  
One i s  t h e  expansion of the  o r a l  h i s to ry  program6 and t h e  o ther  is  t h e  dev- 
elopment of the  Jewish Peoples Museum of Western Canada. 

Ea r l i e r  i n  1971, s t e p s  had been taken t o  strengthen t h e  working r e l a -  
t i onsh ip  wi th  the  Provincia l  Archives. Archivis t  John Bovey had agreed t o  
open a  separa te  accessions book f o r  t h e  immediate recording of a l l  items 
coming i n  f o r  t h e  Jewish co l l ec t ion .  He a l so  agreed t o  begin the  in tegra-  
t i o n  of the  Jewish a r c h i v a l  holdings i n t o  the  regular catalogue system of 
the  Archives a s  soon a s  s t a f f  and space became avai lable .  Unfortunately, 
t he  Manitoba Archives has continued t o  opera te  with l imi ted  space f a c i l i t -  
i e s  and l imi t ed  s t a f f .  Even with the  p lans  f o r  new space and add i t iona l  
s t a f f ,  the  proper indexing of the  Jewish co l l ec t ion  would have been delayed 
t o  1974. 

During the  summer of 1971, a  h i s to ry  graduate s tudent  with a  good 
knowledge of Yiddish and Hebrew was engaged t o  do an inventory of t h e  exis-  
t i n g  Jewish holdings. 

While a l l  t hese  s t e p s  were helpful ,  they d id  not  c o n s t i t u t e  proper 
cataloguing according t o  recognized a rch iva l  p rac t i ces .  It was a l s o  f e l t  
t h a t  even with t h e  add i t ion  of a number of volunteer o r a l  h i s to ry  i n t e r -  
viewers, s u f f i c i e n t  progress was not being made i n  t h e  pioneer in terview 
program. 

I n  January, 1972, an app l i ca t ion  was, therefore ,  submitted under the  
Provincial  Employment Program f o r  winter works, and a  g ran t  of $6,600. was 
received t o  engage t h r e e  people f o r  o r a l  h i s to ry  and one person t o  index 
t h e  a rch iva l  holdings. 

I n  the  f a l l  of 1971, an ac t ive  museum pro jec t  committee was e s t ab l i shed  
a s  a  sub-committee of  the  Archives and Research Committee t o  p lan  t h e  new 
exh ib i t .  

The Manitoba Museum has provided o f f i c e  space f o r  the  o r a l  h i s to ry  
program a s  well  a s  a  l a b  f o r  the  co l l ec t ion  of a r t i f a c t s  f o r  t h e  museum 
pro jec t .  The s t a f f  and volunteers of t h e  o r a l  h i s to ry  program and t h e  mus- 
eum pro jec t  a r e  bene f i t ing  g r e a t l y  from t h e  guidance of t h e  Museum and 
Archives s t a f f s  . 

The l a t e s t  development, a s  t h i s  r epor t  is being wr i t t en ,  i s  t h a t  a  
g ran t  of $16,000. has been received f o r  the  Jewish Museum of Western Canada 
under the  new mul t i -cul tura l  program of the  Department of the  Secretary of 
S t a t e  of t h e  Federal  Government. An add i t iona l  g ran t  of $10,000. has been 
received through t h e  Manitoba A r t s  Council of the  Provincia l  Government t o  
permit the  continuation of  t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  and archives cataloguing pro- 
grams . 

The Western Region Jewish Archives and Research Committee a l s o  main- 
t a i n s  c lose  l i a s o n  with t h e  National Archives Committee of Canadian Jewish 
Congress i n  Montreal. 

The key ingredient  of t h e  Western ~ e g i 0 n  Archives and Research Commit- 
t e e  of Canadian Jewish Congress and of the  Jewish H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  t o  
which it gave b i r t h  i s  people. The f i r s t  Archives chairman was Nathan 
Arkin, who a l ready had a  r epu ta t ion  fo r  h i s  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  Canadiana. 
M r .  Arkin has now been named Associate Chairman of t h e  National Archives 



Committee of Canadian Jewish Congress. He has been succeeded a s  r eg iona l  
chairman by Joe L a v i t t  who has brought new energy and new people t o  t h e  
Committee. The f i r s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o r  a c q u i s i t i o n s  chairman was Harry Gale, 
r ep re sen ta t i ve  of t h e  o lder  Yiddish-speaking element of  t h e  community. M r .  
Gale, who continues t o  be a c t i v e  on t h e  Committee, was succeeded f i r s t  by 
Joseph Wilder and more r e c e n t l y  by Myra Wolch, a housewife wi th  a f l a i r  
f o r  i n t e r i o r  design. Mrs. Wolch is  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n  ga ther ing  a r t i f a c t s  
f o r  t h e  museum disp lay .  The f i r s t  p r e s iden t  o f  t he  Jewish H i s t o r i c a l  Soc- 
i e t y  i s  A .  Montague I s r a e l s ,  Q.C. who continues i n  o f f i c e .  The publica-  
t i o n s  chairman i s  Harvey Hers te in ,  a h i s t o r y  teacher and co-author of  a 
Canadian h i s t o r y  t e x t .  The o r a l  h i s t o r y  chairman i s  Barry Hyman, A s s i s -  
t a n t  Provinc ia l  Arch iv i s t ,  who i s  a l s o  supervis ing  t h e  cataloguing program. 
The h i s t o r i c a l  soc i e ty  program chairman i s  D r .  I. Wolch, a d e n t i s t .  The 
chairman of t h e  a l l - impor tant  museum p r o j e c t  i s  Harry Gutkin, a graphic  
a r t s  s p e c i a l i s t .  Ass i s t i ng  these  people a r e  housewives and businessmen, 
p ro fe s s iona l s  and s tudents ,  and many community pioneers.  

Addi t ional  r e s u l t s  of t h e  Archives and H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty  program t o  
d a t e  a r e  a s  fol lows:  

Second Annual Publ ica t ion:  Papers presented  i n  1969-70, published i n  
Apr i l ,  1972. 

Two p i c t o r i a l  bookle ts  co-published wi th  t h e  Manitoba H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty :  
(1 )  Role of  Jews i n  Opening and Development of West, A .  J. Arnold, 

Transactions,  1968-69; 
(2)  wapella Farm Sett lement,  C. E. Leonoff, Transactions,  1970-71. 

Cataloguing r e s u l t s  t o  A p r i l  15, 1972: (1)  2,200 index ca rds  cover- 
i ng  1,300 photos and p r i n t s ,  inc luding  a p y  negat ives  f o r  a l l  p r i n t s ;  
(2)  e i g h t  manuscript groups a s  fol lows:  Immigration and Set t lement ;  Assoc- 
i a t i o n s  and Soc ie t i e s ;  Rel ig ious  I n s t i t u t i o n s ;  Spor ts  and Recreation;  In-  
dus t ry  and Commerce; Wars; ~ n d i v i d u a l s ;  and t h e  Canadian Jewish Congress. 
An inventory f o r  t he se  e i g h t  manuscript groups has been prepared,  which 
l is ts  approximately 170 u n i t  t i t l e s .  The l i n e a l  ex t en t  of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  
i s  twelve f e e t .  Main e n t r y  cards  have been prepared f o r  each access ion  
wi th  r e f e rence  t o  t i t l e ,  da tes ,  type of ma te r i a l ,  ex t en t ,  de sc r ip t ion ,  r e s -  
t r i c t i o n s  and provenance. Some of  t h e  correspondence and minute books have 
been cross-indexed i n  approximately 550 cross-reference cards.  

Oral  His tary :  Close t o  f i f t y  in terv iews have been taped. An o u t l i n e  
has  been prepared f o r  each tape ,  and the  t apes  a r e  being indexed. The 
index and t h e  t apes  a r e  housed a t  t h e  Manitoba Museum. 

The t h i r d  annual pub l i ca t ion  of papers f o r  1970-71 i s  being prepared 
f o r  September of 1972, and t h e  p repa ra t ion  of copy f o r  t h e  Western Canada 
Jewish His tory  source book i s  now we l l  underway. 

The f i r s t  museum e x h i b i t  opensat  Alloway Hal l  a t  t h e  Manitoba Museum 
of  Man and Nature on Sunday, October 8 th .  The mul t i - cu l tu ra l  g r a n t  w i l l  
be used t o  a s s i s t  i n  producing a mobile e x h i b i t  t o  tour  o the r  communities. 



Footnotes 

Ringelblum, E., Notes from the Warsaw Ghetto, M C G ~ E ~ W - H ~ ~ ~ ,  1958, 
Introduction x v i i ,  xix,  xx: "Oneg Shabbat" means Sabbath study 
group s ignifying t h e  sacredness of the  task undertaken. 

catalogue: Centennial History Exhibit, 90 Years of Jewish Life  i n  
Western Canada; compiled by History and Archives Committee, 
Candian Jewish Congress, presented i n  Winnipeg i n  cooperation 
with YMHA Program Committee, September, 1967. 

H. H. Herstein, Growth of Winnipeg Jewish Community and Evolution of 
i ts  Educational Ins t i tu t ions ;  Transactions, Manitoba His to r ica l  
Society, 1965-66. 

e.g.: Dominion Lands Bureau papers, Department of In te r io r  and 
Department of Agriculture papers, Public Archives of Canada. 

Jewish His to r ica l  Society of Western Canada: F i r s t  Annual Publication, 
Select ion of Papers presented i n  1968-69, Winnipeg, June, 1970. 

Ora l  History seminar with ten volunteers, November, December, 1971, 
conducted by John Frishholz and J i m  Stanton of Manitoba Museum 
of Man and Nature. 

During 1970 the same student prepared an annotated index of se lected 
themes i n  the  f i r s t  ten years of the  Yiddish press  of Winnipeg 




