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The introduction t o  the  l imited ed i t ion  of papers prepared for  the  
t r a in ing  course given i n  Ottawa i n  1971 was wri t ten by Ian E. Wilson, 
University Archivist  of Queen's University, Kingston. M r .  Wilson i s  a l so  
Chairman of the Archives Section, Canadian His tor ical  Association. I n  h i s  
introduction, he makes i t  c lea r  t h a t  the  co l l ec t ion  of papers, qu i t e  pro- 
per ly  re fe r red  t o  a s  an "edition",  is but a f i r s t  s t ep  towards the  publica- 
t i o n  of a manual of Canadian archival  methodology and pract ice .  This " f i r s t  
s tep"  reveals  an earnestness of purpose and a sophis t icat ion i n  performance 
t h a t  promises well fo r  the  next step.  

The 1971 Archives Summer Course was not a f i r s t  foray i n t o  t h i s  f i e l d .  
Many of the  experienced and expert  a rch iv i s t s  who presented papers a t  t h i s  
Course had contributed t o  one or more of three  e a r l i e r  t r a in ing  courses 
offered i n  Ottawa i n  1964, 1968 and 1970. The papers prepared for  the  1971 
course were prepared a s  the  bases for  seminars. Audio-visual, cartographic 
and other a ids  were used i n  seminars. The ed i t ion  of papers under review 
here does not include papers or  presentations given on records re ten t ion  
and disposal,  nor does it include papers on ce r ta in  aspects of preservation 
and conservation of archival  material .  Three papers, d i s t r ibu ted  t o  s tu-  
dents enrol led i n  the  course, were not included i n  the ed i t ion  of papers 
prepared for  review. 

The hear t  of the  ed i t ion  is  comprised of papers which deal with the  
pr inciples  and pract ices  of archival  methodology and science a s  developed 
i n  the  Public Archives of Canada. The majority of the  authors a re  s t a f f  
members of the  P.A.C., the br ief  designation so well known t o  Canadian 
scholars.  This i s  a s  it should be for  the  P.A.C. i s  the acknowledged lea-  
der i n  the  Canadian archives world. The ed i t ion  does go beyond the  P.A.C. 
experience, nevertheless,  and includes papers on aspects of museum work, 
on university,  church and h i s t o r i c a l  socie ty  archives, on provincial  ar-  
chives and on subjects  of common i n t e r e s t  t o  a rch iv i s t s  wherever they may 
labour. I t  i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  occasionally echoes of the  f a r  world of the  
more loca l  i n s t i t u t i o n  should be heard i n  Ottawa. Sometimes these echoes 
may misdirect,  however, for  I noted a f a i r l y  lengthy reference t o  Alberta 
Archives, a latecomer t o  the  arena, whi ls t  no reference was made t o  the 
B r i t i s h  Columbia Archives, one of the  longest es tabl ished archival  i n s t i -  
tu t ions  i n  the  country. 

The f i r s t  half of the  t r a in ing  course i s  composed of a co l l ec t ion  of 
papers covering the  fundamentals of archival  methodology and pract ice .  
There is  a good bibliography s e t  out  a s  an introductory paper. Other 
papers cover such fundamental areas  or  operations a s  terminology, the  



his to ry  of archives i n  Canada, the  purposes of archives, organization and 
function, acquis i t ions ,  appraisal ,  c l ass i f i ca t ion ,  arrangement, description, 
inventorying and the  preparation of finding a ids .  These papers were pre- 
pared by t ra ined and experienced a rch iv i s t s  who obviously know t h e i r  r s -  
pective f i e l d s .  The student of archives, however, may have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
i so la t ing  p r inc ip le  from prac t i ce  i n  so shor t  a span of time, and from so 
great  a s t o r e  of information. Not a l l  of the papers a r e  uniformly well  
organized, nor a r e  they of uniform length. One could hope for  a c learer  
r a t iona le  for  map col lect ing,  for  example. The select ion c r i t e r i a  for  p r i -  
vate manuscripts, too, should be s e t  out i n  simpler form. I happen not t o  
agree with the statement t h a t  the P.A.c. policy of co l l ec t ing  h i s t o r i c a l  
manuscripts came about by accident. My reading of the  evidence convinces 
me t h a t  the  co l l ec t ion  of "Canadian records", a term used by the  Quebec 
Li terary  and His tor ical  Society, was given a high p r i o r i t y  by the  advocates 
fo r  a public archives i n  Canada, and was a condition for  the  establishment 
of the  i n s t i t u t i o n .  These a re  minor points  and do not de t rac t  from the 
general excellence of the  papers. 

The l a s t  half  of the course makes provision for  the spec i f i c s  of 
archives work. Papers here have t o  do with reference service,  automation, 
publication programs, exhibit ions,  genealogy, heraldry, micrography, sec- 
u r i t y  and the  general care and preservation of archival  materials.  Once 
again, the  papers were wr i t t en  and presented by people famil iar  t o  the  
Ottawa scene. This s i t u a t i o n  i s  almost inevi table  s ince the  t r a in ing  
course was organized and s e t  i n  Ottawa, and s ince the  preponderance of 
knowledgeable people i n  the  areas  c o v e r ~ d ,  work i n  Ottawa. I do think it 
a legi t imate  question, however, t o  ask, i f  museums a re  t o  be discussed, 
why not l i b r a r i e s  or a r t  g a l l e r i e s ?  I think, too, t h a t  the f a c t  of the 
resources being Ottawa based does lead t o  an under-emphasis on resources 
outs ide  of the  nat ional  cap i t a l .  One example should su f f i ce  - the  paper 
on genealogy s t r e s s e s  records i n  a government department i n  Ottawa. The 
homestead records i n  the  Saskatchewan archives, organized, indexed and 
l i s t e d  a s  they are ,  cons t i tu te  a much more important regional resource. 
Again, t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  i n  no way b e l i t t l e s  the  value of the  papers given. 
It i s  simply a suggestion t h a t  i f  and when a Canadian manual i s  prepared, 
t h a t  it be more broadly based. 

Two seminars did  introduce the broader dimension t o  the  course. The 
paper on provincial  archives r a i s e s  some very per t inent  i ssues  though it 
passes over other important points .  The author wri tes  from the posi t ion 
of a person who is  well versed i n  the philosophy of archives and i n  the 
archival  pract ice .  He has had experience i n  the  provincia l  f i e l d  i n  Canada, 
but h i s  longer experience and t ra in ing  lay elsewhere. ~t would not be pos- 
s i b l e  fo r  him t o  appreciate a l l  the  nuances of the  Canadian cons t i tu t ion  
nor could he be versed i n  the  his tory of archival development i n  the  prov- 
inces. Not t h a t  what he wri tes  is not correct  - simply t h a t  he does not 
give s u f f i c i e n t  background. On the  other hand, h i s  paper does give an 
overview from an outs ide  vantage point and it draws compari'sons which would 
not occur t o  a l o c a l  p rac t i t ioner .  I doubt i f  there  is  a good bas i s  of 
comparison of Canadian provinces and loca l  government archives i n  Bri ta in .  
On the  other hand, the  pr inciples  discussed should be universal  i n  appli-  
ca t ion and it i s  well  t h a t  these be s t ressed  ra ther  than the  parochial  
pract ices  t h a t  develop i n  local ized archival  ins t i tu t ions .  Because many 
topics  discussed i n  t h i s  paper were general topics ,  there  was a ce r ta in  
duplication of content. The paper was very well  wr i t t en  and so re levant  
t o  the  broad f i e l d  of archives t h a t  I f e l t  it should have found a place in 
the  f i r s t  half  of the course. A second paper covering the problems of 



acquis i t ion,  protection, publication and reference service  a t  the provin- 
c i a l  l eve l  and r e l a t i v e  t o  a l l  the  provinces could have been given i n  the  
second half .  

The paper on university,  church and h i s t o r i c a l  society archives in t ro -  
duced an important area of archival  development outside of the federal  ard 
provincia l  governmental f i e l d .  Probably the  paper could have been expanded 
t o  cover c i t y  and business archives. The author s e t s  out the broad s k i l l s  
needed i n  an a rch iv i s t  who must face  the  many-faceted challenges inherent 
i n  small i n s t i t u t i o n s  without s u f f i c i e n t  resources of s t a f f  or money t o  
provide more than the bare  essen t i a l s  of space and equipment. The paper 
does point out  t h a t  the r e a l  t e s t  of the  eff ic iency or performance quot ient  
of any archival  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t  any l eve l  i s  the  qua l i ty  of service  given. 

The Archives Summer Course was organized around a number of seminars 
given by p rac t i t ioners  well known, each i n  h i s  f i e l d .  Given the organiza- 
t i o n  of the course, it is  but natural  t h a t  ce r t a in  areas  were s t ressed,  
ce r t a in  areas  l e f t  unexplored, ce r t a in  developments l e f t  unrecorded. The 
course was not meant t o  be a h i s to ry  or a catalogue of archives. For the  
purposes fo r  which the  papers were prepared, the  l eve l  was almost univer- 
s a l l y  high. One can only conclude t h a t  there  is  an impressive body of 
knowledge on the "how" and the "why" of archival  science. But papers pre- 
pared for  seminars fo r  a course do not in  t o t o  cons t i tu te  of themselves a 
manua 1. 

What i s  needed t o  convert the  co l l ec t ion  i n t o  a manual i s  an ed i to r  
who w i l l  ensure t h a t  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  subjects a re  covered and t h a t  the cov- 
erage i s  even and log ica l ly  arranged. The edi tor  w i l l  do more. The pre- 
s a t  "edition" is  strong on the p r a c t i c a l  and the empirical, but l e s s  
strong on the philosophical. I t  presupposes a considerable fami l i a r i ty  
with archival  routines.  I t  gives l i t t l e  on the  h i s t o r i c a l  development of 
archives i n  the provinces though the  ea r ly  provincia l  archives were more 
in te res ted  i n  "history" than i n  public records u n t i l  1945. One can only 
understand the  h i s t o r i c a l  development of archives i n  Canada i f  he knows 
Canadian his tory.  A competent edi tor  w i l l  be able t o  put the development 
of pr inciples  and pract ices  i n  a Canadian context while ensuring t h a t  the  
broad pr inciples  a re  not captured by a narrow nationalism. 

A prepared manual covering the whole f i e l d  of development and growth 
would be of inestimable value a s  a basic  t e x t  i n  archives t o  the  adminis- 
t r a t o r ,  the  s t a f f  member and the  student entering the  profession. Train- 
ing courses would s t i l l  be necessary, but the  ins t ruc to r s  could expect a 
higher l eve l  of f ami l i a r i ty  of subject content and would be able t o  delve 
deeper i n t o  the  more i n t r i c a t e  problems facing the  archivis t .  More time 
could be spent on the so-called spec ia l t i e s .  More s t r e s s  could be given 
t o  the philosophic "why" ra ther  than the empirical "how". There would 
surely  r e s u l t  a more rapid  development of s k i l l s  and a maturing of the  
professional s p i r i t .  




