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I t  was once t h e  custom of some w r i t e r s  t o  p r a i s e  t h e  work of a l l  pot-  
e n t i a l  reviewers of t h e i r  book i n  order t o  a v e r t  an unfavourable review. 
Mr. Hodson seems t o  have reversed  t h i s  by making ve i l ed  c r i t i c i s m s  of a l l  
t he  poss ib l e  reviewers of h i s  book. It i s ,  t he re fo re ,  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  anyone 
t o  c r i t i c i z e  it without  appearing t o  be i n sp i r ed  by personal  animosity. 
This preamble is  necessary because t h e  present  reviewer i s  c r i t i c i z e d  by 
Mr.  Hodson (on p. 58) f o r  an unhealthy concern with t he  s t a t u s  of  archiv- 
i s t s  i n  t h e  English l o c a l  government hierarchy.  Mr. Hodson obviously f e e l s  
t h a t  a r c h i v i s t s  should r e s t  content  wi th  t h e  humble s t a t i o n  assigned t o  
them by God and t h e  National  J o i n t  Council. 

As t h e  p u b l i s h e r ' s  puff  says,  Mr. Hodson has worked i n  a County Record 
Off ice ,  a Publ ic  Library  and a Univers i ty  Library,  which i s  a wider range 
of experience than  most English a r c h i v i s t s  achieve i n  a l i f e t i m e .  However, 
h i s  experience has been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h r e e  r e p o s i t o r i e s  which can only  be 
descr ibed  a s  a t y p i c a l  of English record  o f f i c e s  i n  genera l .  Furthermore, 
f o r  near ly  a decade, Mr. Hodson has not  been a p r a c t i s i n g  a r c h i v i s t ,  bu t  
a l e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of Manchester so t h a t  he knows l i t t l e ,  except  
what he has read,  of t h e  new developments i n  English record  o f f i c e s  dur ing  
t h e  p a s t  f i v e  years .  

M r .  Hodson has compiled t h i s  book mainly from t h e  s tandard  volumes on 
archive  p r a c t i c e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  English and from a r t i c l e s  which appeared 
before  1968 i n  Archives and t h e  Journal  of t h e  Socie ty  of Archivis t s .  No 
use has been made of equal ly  valuable a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  Socie ty  of Arch iv i s t s '  
Repai rers  ' News Sheet ,  The American Archiv is t ,  o r  Archivum; ne i the r  has La 
Gazette des Archives been consulted.  It i s  presumably because no a r t i c l e s  -- 
were a v a i l a b l e  t o  Mr. Hodson t h a t  he neg lec t s  c e r t a i n  a r e a s  of a rchive  
adminis t ra t ion .  Search rooms and t h e i r  equipment r ece ive  very per functory  
treatment (p. 85 ) ;  t h e  Liverpool,  Bodleian, Aberystwyth and Bangor t r a i n i n g  
courses a r e  not  mentioned (pp. 22 and 43 ) ;  no reference  i s  made t o  t h e  use 
of computers by a r c h i v i s t s  (p. 59 ) ,  o r  t o  t h e  r ecen t  developments i n  t h e  
f i e l d  of l o c a l  government records  management (p. 52) .  

Although M r .  Hodson's use of ex tens ive  quota t ions  f r equen t ly  obscures 
h i s  own views, it i s  c l e a r  by the  end of t h e  book t h a t  h i s  i d e a l  a r c h i v i s t  
i s  very Engl ish  and very t r a d i t i o n a l .  His f a v o u r i t e  occupation i s  t o  ca l -  
endar medieval deeds wi th  loving  care ,  and he has no concern f o r  e i t h e r  h i s  
low s a l a r y  o r  low s t a t u s .  He should even avoid asking f o r  a b e t t e r  b u i l -  
ding f o r  t h e  a r ch ives  i n  case  i t  d i sp l ays  too  much concern with h i s  own 
s t a t u s  (p.  84 ) .  Content t o  remain a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  admin i s t r a t i ve  
h ierarchy forever  (p. 58 ) ,  he r ece ives  h i s  reward i n  occas ional  v i s i t s  t o  
a ducal  mansion where he r e l i e v e s  His Grace of a f u r t h e r  box of medieval 
deeds. I•’ t h e  i d e a l  a r c h i v i s t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  work i n  a l i b r a r y ,  
then  he i s  f r e e d  of a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  adminis t ra t ion  and "second c l a s s ,  
modern records"  (p. 137) .  ( Inc iden ta l l y ,  'modern' f o r  Mr.  Hodson means 
post-1889 when f i l e s  begin t o  accumulate - p. 113.) The a r c h i v i s t ' s  concern 
wi th  t h e  records  of h i s  own employer should apparent ly  be minimal, al though 
he is permi t ted  t o  provide  a rudimentary records  management s e rv i ce  f o r  h i s  



noble depos i tors  (p. 8 2 ) .  But t he  i d e a l  a r c h i v i s t ' s  p r i n c i p a l  aim and pur- 
pose i s  t o  provide ma te r i a l  f o r  academic h i s t o r i a n s  (chap. 2 ) .  

I t  w i l l  be a  g r e a t  p i t y  i f  non-archiv is t s  i n  B r i t a i n  ever accept  t h i s  
book a s  a  s tandard  f o r  record  o f f i c e s .  There i s  s t i l l  too much confusion 
i n  t he  minds of B r i t i s h  academics about t h e  purpose of record  o f f i c e s  a s  a  
r ecen t  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Soc ia l  Science Research Council 's  Newsletter (no. 14, 
p. 30) has shown. I t  would be a  g r e a t e r  p i t y  i f  Canadian a r c h i v i s t s  
thought t h a t  t h e i r  B r i t i s h  col leagues  subscribed t o  Mr. Hodson's b e l i e f s .  
Many, l i k e  M r .  Sargeant  of Worcestershire and Dr. Hull  of Kent, have always 
be l ieved t h a t  t he  a r c h i v i s t ' s  f i r s t  duty i s  t o  t h e  records  of h i s  employer 
and t h i s  has not  prevented them from providing a  f i r s t - c l a s s  s e r v i c e  f o r  
academic h i s t o r i a n s  t o o .  - N e i t h e r  do B r i t i s h  a r c h i v i s t s  seek t o  work i n  
pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  where s t a t u s  (and, t he re fo re ,  f a c i l i t i e s  and s a l a r i e s )  
a r e  i nev i t ab ly  lower than  elsewhere. Mr. Hodson himself quotes ho r r i fy ing  
examples of l i b r a r i e s '  f a i l u r e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  (pp. 61  and 6 5 ) ,  bu t  adds wi th  
touching f a i t h  t h a t  condi t ions  a r e  much b e t t e r  now. Recent v i s i t s  by t h i s  
reviewer t o  English pub l i c  l i b r a r i e s  gave t h e  impression t h a t  they f i n d  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  ob t a in  q u a l i f i e d  a r c h i v i s t s  while t he  accommodation i s  usua l ly  
i n f e r i o r  t o  t h a t  of record  o f f i c e s .  The minimum of s e rv i ce  i s  provided, 
and t h e  archives  themselves s u f f e r  from bad condi t ions .  

M r .  Hodson i s  a l s o  very ready t o  s ee  d i s sens ion  among B r i t i s h  archiv-  
i s t s  where none e x i s t s .  H i s  suggest ion t h a t  t h e  Socie ty  of (Local)  Archiv- 
i s t s  was formed by seceders from t h e  B r i t i s h  Records Associa t ion  (p. 23) i s  
t h e  exact  oppos i te  of t h e  t r u e  s t o r y ,  whi le  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e r e  was ten- 
s i o n  between l o c a l  record  o f f i c e s  and t h e  National  Regis ter  of  Archives 
(p. 26) i s  ludicrous  t o  anyone who can remember t h e  pioneering work of t h e  
f i r s t  two r e g i s t r a r s .  I n  each case,  a  l i t t l e  r e sea rch  would have provided 
him wi th  t h e  c o r r e c t  version.  He a l s o  manages t o  imply t h a t  D r .  Hull  i s  
opposed t o  t h e  educat ional  use of  records  (p. 172 ) ,  al though D r .  Hull  was 
a  pioneer i n  t h a t  f i e l d  a s  w e l l  a s  records  management. M r .  Hodson has a l s o  
misjudged one of England's b e s t  l i v i n g  a r c h i v i s t s  (whom he pa t ron i s ing ly  
c a l l s  " E l l i s " )  by descr ib ing  him a s  "uncer ta in"  on the  sub jec t  of  lamina- 
t i o n  (p. 145) .  

On t h e  sub jec t  of lamination,  he f a i l s  t o  note  t he  g r e a t  advantage 
which t h e  Langwell process  has over t h e  Barrow machine - it i s  dry  and 
can, therefore ,  be used s a f e l y  wi th  f u g i t i v e  inks  (p. 101) .  S imi lar ly ,  he 
f a i l s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between the  mer i t s  of mechanically opera ted  mobile 
she lv ing  and the  demerits  of manually opera ted  (p. 112) .  He condemns wood- 
en she lv ing  without  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  it has c e r t a i n  advantages (p. 107) and 
i s  extens ive ly  used i n  some count r ies .  His comparison of t he  c o s t s  of 
photocopying processes (p. 168) is apparent ly  based on the  p rov i s ion  of a 
dup l i ca t e  microfilm r a t h e r  than an o r i g i n a l .  The t r u e  c o s t  f o r  a  s i n g l e  
copy would be almost t he  same a s  f o r  a  Xerox copy. He r ev ives  t h e  anc i en t  
legend t h a t  she lves  should be open f o r  t h e  f r e e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of a i r  (p. l o g ) ,  
while admitt ing t h a t  documents i n  boxes on those  she lves  w i l l  no t  b e n e f i t  
from i t  (p. 116) .  There a r e  many s imi l a r  po in t s  of  c r i t i c i s m ,  and t h i s  i s  
c e r t a i n l y  not  a  book t o  be p laced  i n  t h e  hands of "s tudents  of l i b r a r i a n -  
s h i p  and l i b r a r y  sc ience ,  l i b r a r i a n s ,  r eco rd  o f f i c e r s ,  in tending  ... 
a r c h i v i s t s  " . 
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