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This book might s a t i s f y  Cy Brown r e l ax ing  indoors a s  t h e  winter  winds 
howl ac ros s  h i s  Saskatchewan farmland. Cer ta in  Winnipeggers, Edmontonians 
and Vancouverites w i l l  be pleased.  So might Joe College sunning himself 
on t h e  s lopes  a t  Simon F rase r  o r  Sue Smith from Irma, Alber ta .  Indeed, 
t h e  book might even en l igh t en  your average Eas terner  from t h e  Valley, t he  
Maritimes, o r  from t h e  g r e a t  metropoli  of  Montreal and Toronto. I t  might 
i n t e r e s t  our American t o u r i s t s .  For t h e  book convincingly r e v e a l s  t h a t  
west beyond Parry Sound and no r th  of Grand Forks, North Dakota t h e r e  a r e  
people - people w i th  a h e r i t a g e  unique unto themselves and y e t  p a r t  of t h e  
g r e a t  Canadian f a b r i c .  Tr ibute  i s  pa id  t o  t h e  hardy Western f u r  t r a d e r ,  
s t u rdy  pioneer,  l and  t i l l e r ,  r a i l r o a d  bu i lde r ,  o i l  d r i l l e r  and c i t y  dwel- 
l e r ;  t o  t h e  men of t h e  i s l ands ,  t he  coas t ,  t h e  mountains, t h e  va l l eys ,  and 
the  p r a i r i e s .  One can r e a d  of indians ,  Mounties, buffa lo ,  wheat, water ,  
and grasshoppers;  of  r e b e l l i o n s ,  r i o t s  and s t r i k e s ;  of  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  p i l o t s  
and potash;  of rag ing  f loods ,  mighty dams, and peaceful  lakes ;  of t h e  f u r  
t r a d e  e r a ,  t h e  boom years ,  t h e  war years ,  t h e  d i r t y  t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  fabulous 
f i f t i e s ,  t h e  h igh - r i s e  s i x t i e s ,  and t h e  dawn of t h e  West's second century.  
And i n  add i t i on ,  t h e r e  a r e  p l en ty  of p i c t u r e s .  Yes, t h i s  book might p l ea se  
a l o t  of people. 

But, unfor tunate ly ,  t h i s  book i s  not  going t o  p l ea se  Thor Sigurdson, 
Sonia Buchinsky, Hermann Steinbeck o r  Zenon Maranchuk. Nor w i l l  it s a t i s f y  
Western h i s t o r i a n s .  I t  w i l l  d i sappoin t  anyone who i s  aware of the  poten- 
t i a l  impact of  v i s u a l  documentation. 

The author w r i t e s  wel l .  I l i k e  t h e  l i v e l y  s t y l e  t h a t  al lows him t o  
d i sp l ay  h i s  e x p e r t i s e  a s  an  h i s t o r i a n  wi th  t h e  charm of a western armchair 
yarn-spinner.  M r .  C a s h a n  has at tempted t o  p re sen t  a well-balanced account 
of t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  economic, c u l t u r a l  and geographic f o r c e s  t h a t ,  
over t h e  cen tu r i e s ,  moulded t h e  Canadian West from t h e  Sh ie ld  t o  t h e  Paci- 
f i c  Coastal  I s lands .  There a r e  no earthshaking o r  new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  f o r  
t h i s  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a popular h i s t o r y  wr i t t en ,  so  it seems, from secondary 
sources and from i n s i g h t s  gleaned from Western newspapers o r  heard i n  t h e  
backroom. Indeed, a t  t imes t h e r e  a r e  most r e f r e sh ing  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  events  
and people, g r e a t  and small .  There a r e  t he  f ami l i a r  commentaries on Lord 
Se lk i rk ,  Governor D ~ u g l a s ,  Amor de Cosmos, Louis R ie l ,  t h e  Roblins, t h e  
Bennetts ,  Aberhart, Douglas and ~ i e f e n b a k e r  and a l l  those  wiio loom l a r g e  
on t h e  Western horizon.  More i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e  t h e  r e f e rences  t o  people l i k e  
Norman Criddle,  Cha r l i e  Greenwood, Al lan  Macleod and P r i v a t e  Smokey Smith. 
I n  add i t i on  t o  reading  about farming, lumbering, o i l  and potash,  about t h e  
bu i ld ing  of t h e  CPR, t he  Manitoba Schools Ques t ion ,  t he  Regina R io t s  and 
Japanese Internment Camps, one l e a r n s  about how t h e  West f i r s t  won t h e  
Stanley  Cup i n  1896 and t h e  Grey Cup i n  1935, and b u i l t  Mount Blacks t rap  i n  
t h e  nineteen-seventies.  But f o r  a l l  t h a t ,  t h e  t e x t  has  some s e r i o u s  shor t -  
comings. The omission of  adequate d iscuss ions  on t h e  importance of  f i s h i n g ,  
c a t t l e  ranching, nor thern  mining and r e l i g i o u s  communities may be excusable. 



But t o  r e l e g a t e  mention of t h e  con t r ibu t ions  and r o l e s  of hundreds of thou- 
sands of  immigrants from Centra l ,  Eas tern  and Northern Europe t o  two smal l  
paragraphs and t o  ignore completely the  r o l e  and con t r ibu t ion  of t h e i r  des- 
cendants i s  unforgivable.  Perhaps t h e  blame does n o t  l i e  e n t i r e l y  wi th  M r .  
Cashman. I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  w r i t t e n  on the  h i s t o r i e s  of t he se  
peoples i n  t he  West. The holdings of our a rchives  and r e p o s i t o r i e s  conta in  
few acces s ib l e  primary records  of  t he se  groups. Nevertheless,  most Wester- 
ne r s  a r e  aware of  t h e  presence of Ukrainians, I ce l ande r s ,  mukhobors, Men- 
non i t e s  and thousands more. I n  s p i t e  of  t h i s ,  Cashman has presented  t h e  
reader  wi th  an Anglo-Saxon West. I n  so  doing, he has w r i t t e n  an incomplete 
h i s t o r y  of Western Canada. 

But Cashman's book is  a l s o  an  i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s t o r y  of Western Canada. 
I t  i s  f a r  from being t h e  i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s t o r y  of Western Canada. However, 
c r e d i t  is  t o  be given f o r  t he  e f f o r t  put  forward. There i s  evidence of 
sys temat ic  forethought and method i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  some one hundred 
• ’ i f  t y  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  

cashman has made h i s  pi lgrimage t o  t h e  usual  sources:  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
and p rov inc i a l  a rchives ,  Glenbow, Mccord and t h e  RCMP Museum. He has a l s o  
made use of various g a l l e r i e s  and from them chosen some of t h e  b e s t  s e l ec -  
t i o n s  f o r  h i s  book. It is unfor tunate  t h a t  he d i d  not  t a p  t he  r i c h  resour-  
ce s  of t h e  l e s s a r  known Western r e p o s i t o r i e s  such a s  t he  Vancouver Publ ic  
Library  and t h e  Western Development Museum. 

I n  genera l ,  t h e r e  has been a comprehensive and appropr ia te  s e l e c t i o n  
of  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  wi th  a good ba lance  of a r t i s t i c  and photographic documen- 
t a t i o n .  Many of  t he  images we have seen before :  t he  i n e v i t a b l e  p o r t r a i t s  
of  Louis R ie l  and the  C. W. J e f f r e y s  pseudo-representat ions t h a t  always 
serve  t o  f i l l  t h e  gap when no contemporary image can e a s i l y  be found. How- 
ever,  it is r e f r e sh ing  t o  s ee  many new i tems.  Cashman i s  t o  be  commended 
f o r  h i s  co i ce  of pa in t ings  and watercolours which h i s  pub l i she r s  judic ious ly  
allowed t o  be reproduced i n  colour.  The use of t h e  Emily Carrs ,  t h e  Paul  
Kanes, t he  Hinds, and t h e  Russe l l s  enfuse a v i t a l i t y  i n t o  t h e  book. Some 
of t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a r e  most i n t r i gu ing :  t h e  W. Hind watercolour on page 
52; t he  Boorne and May photo on pages 132-3; t h e  pa in t ing  by A .  C. Leighton 
on pages 244-5. The photo on page 179 of world War One volunteers  a t  
Youngstown, Alberta i s  i n d i c a t i v e  of a good blend of t e x t  wi th  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
t o  c r e a t e  a mood o r  emphasize t h e  impact of an event .  

Unfortunately,  t h e r e  a r e  some extremely poor choices of i l l u s t r a t i o n s  
which d e t r a c t  from t h e  good s e l e c t i o n s .  For example, t h e  reproduction on 
page 48 of HBC 'beaver '  was a misjudgment, a s  was t he  contemporary photo of 
t h e  Fo r t  Garry Hotel appearing on page 55. The photo of Stephenson's  loco- 
motion No. I i s  incongruous wi th  t h e  t e x t  and t h e  pace of t he  book. The 
choice of t h e  photo of t h e  boundary marker on page 89 i s  a good measurement 
o f  t h e  genera l  q u a l i t y  of i l l u s t r a t i o n  research .  The s e l e c t e d  photo does 
i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  boundary marker bu t  g ives  no i n d i c a t i o n  of its r e l a t i v e  s i ze .  
Sounder r e sea rch  would e a s l l y  have revealed  s e v e r a l  much b e t t e r  i l l u s t r a -  
t i o n s  showing men s tanding  by these  markers. The symbolism a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  on page 193 and on pages 262-3 escapes me. 

The s e l e c t i o n  and use  of pos tage  stamps a s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i s  always 
d i f f i c u l t .  Cashman should not  have inc luded them. Ins tead ,  he  might be t -  
t e r  have used more maps. That t h e r e  a r e  some f i v e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t he  North West Mounted Pol ice  i s  somewhat u n j u s t i f i e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  
Cashman inc ludes  no i l l u s t r a t i o n s  r e f l e c t i n g  f i sh ing ,  c a t t l e  ranching, 



north dand mining, nor t h e  e t  .hnic groups and t h e i r  impac :t on t h e  west. 

Even t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  s e l e c t e d  r e f l e c t  an Anglo-Saxon b i a s .  Look 
c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  group a p p a r i n g  i n  t h e  photo on page 146. Are they t r u l y  
" the  f aces  of t h e  Canadian West"? But, perhaps i t  i s  no t  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  
t h a t  has been mischosen bu t  t he  wording of t h e  capt ion .  Cashman i s  t o  be 
commended f o r  i nc lus ion  of  proper c r e d i t  l i n e s  and a t t r i b u t i o n s  f o r  most 
of h i s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  Regre t fu l ly ,  h i s  capt ioning  i s  not  always e n t i r e l y  
appropr ia te  o r  accura te .  The p o r t r a i t  of John A .  Macdonald on page 82 i s  
wrongly a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Freder ick  r a t h e r  than William Notman, while t h e  photo 
on page 95 of t h e  por tage  of t he  North Thompson was not  taken by Notman a s  
s t a t e d  but  by B. Ba l t z ly .  One ques t ions  whether t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  on page 
187 t r u l y  d e p i c t s  "an unruly crowd", and few people o u t s i d e  of Saskatoon 
would r e f e r  t o  t h a t  g r e a t  mound of e a r t h  - Mount Blacks t rap  - a s  a "symbol 
of t h e  s even t i e s  and of t h e  enormous technologica l  power a v a i l a b l e  t o  man". 
I n  an at tempt t o  pe r sona l i ze  h i s  capt ions ,  Cashman l o s e s  a c e r t a i n  c r ed i -  
b i l i t y .  

The pub l i she r s ,  M. G. Hurt ig Ltd. of Edmonton, a r e  deserving of both 
accolades and c r i t i c i s m  f o r  t h i s  book. The l o t  of t h e  Canadian publ i sher  
is  a hard one. S k i l l s  a r e  scarce ,  c o s t s  a r e  high, markets a r e  small ,  and 
without  massive i n fus ions  of government o r  p r i v a t e  g r a n t s ,  one cannot ex- 
pec t  pub l i ca t ions  of t h e  h igh  q u a l i t y  and s tandards  achieved by t h e  fo re ign  
pub l i she r s .  Thus, Hurt ig i s  t o  be commended f o r  venturing t o  pub l i sh  t h i s  
book. Moreover, they  a r e  t o  be p ra i s ed  f o r  c e r t a i n  of  i t s  t echn ica l  mer i t s .  
The o v e r a l l  format i s  we l l  planned. The book s i z e  and t h e  t e x t u r e  of cover 
and page s tock  make i t  p l eas ing  t o  hold and handle. The c lean ,  bo ld  type 
and t e x t  layout  make f o r  easy  reading.  The dec i s ion  t o  use f u l l  colour 
p l a t e s  was a c o s t l y  bu t  wise one. They enhance t h e  book inest imably.  But 
t he  dec i s ion  t o  use toning on o the r  s e l ec t ed  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  was a d i s a s t e r .  
The anaemic b lue ,  cream, and pink tones  s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  book de- 
t r a c t  from t h e  p o s i t i v e  s t r e n g t h s  of t h e  f u l l  colour p l a t e s .  The s i c k l y  
toning of  Lord S e l k i r k ' s  p o r t r a i t  on page 38 does no j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  Lord 
and depresses  t h e  viewer. The toning d e t r a c t s  from t h e  f u l l  impact of such 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a s  t h a t  on page 179 o r  exaggerates and makes l e s s  c r e d i b l e  
t he  evidence o f  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  such a s  t h a t  on page 121. The toning a l s o  
suppresses d e t a i l  a s  i t  has done on page 106. I t  would have been f a r  be t -  
t e r  t o  have dispensed wi th  toning and concentrated on sharp  b lack  and white 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  

There a r e  o the r  t echn ica l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  book t h a t  d e t r a c t  from i t s  
v i r t u e s .  I n  essence,  t he  l ayou t  of t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  l ack  soul .  There 
seems t o  be no s e n s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  a r t  e d i t o r  and t h e  i l l u s -  
t r a t i o n .  One senses  a cold,  unfee l ing ,  mechanical manipulat ion wi th  l i t t l e  
at tempt t o  g ra sp  t h e  meaning of t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  and t o  emphasize i t s  most 
important o r  dramatic a spec t s .  The f ron t i s -p i ece  i l l u s t r a t i o n  on page one 
is  most promising. I t  u t i l i z e s  t h e  impact of t h e  photograph t o  dramatize 
and s e t  t h e  mood f o r  t h e  book. But on page two, t h e  reader  'is depressed 
immediately by a heavi ly  con t r a s t ed  muddy p r i n t .  H e  becomes even more 
depressed when, upon coming t o  page 161, he r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h e  f r o n t i s -  
p i ece  on page one i s  only  one ha l f  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  photograph and t h a t  a  
unique oppor tuni ty  f o r  an imaginative i l l u s t r a t i o n  l ayou t  was missed. An 
a r t  e d i t o r  more s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  impact of i l l u s t r a t i o n s  would have seen 
t h e  advantage of p l ac ing  t h e  o the r  ha l f  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  photo a s  t h e  sec- 
ond f ron t i s -p i ece  image on page two. One must a l s o  be  c r i t i c a l  of  t h e  
cropping and s i z i n g  of t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  Although most o f  t h e  cropping 
i s  presentable ,  it is  poor on pages 208 and 210, unacceptable f o r  t h e  



p o r t r a i t  on page 240, and inexcusable f o r  t h e  photo on page 148-9. I n  terms 
of s i z ing ,  t h e  o v e r a l l  handling of t h e  p o r t r a i t s  is incons i s t en t  and o f t e n  
i l l o g i c a l .  One can understand t h e  blow-ups of p o r t r a i t s  of Louis R i e l  and 
John A. Macdonald, bu t  what r a t i o n a l e  o r  f i x e d  r u l e  ever d i c t a t e d  t h a t  t he  
poor p o r t r a i t  of M r s .  T i l l y  R0lst0n be t r e a t e d  i n  such a g ros s  manner? The 
views have been handled b e t t e r ,  b u t  it i s  unfor tunate  t h a t  t h e  Ba rke rv i l l e  
scene on page 74 and the  ma je s t i c  BaltZly view on page 95 have been reduced 
while t h e  less i n s p i r i n g  views on page 55 and 163 have been enlarged t o  f u l l  
page. F ina l ly ,  it should be noted t h a t  al though the  q u a l i t y  of  t he  repro-  
duct ions  is  gene ra l ly  good, Hurt ig should have i n s i s t e d  t h a t  b e t t e r  photo 
p s i n t s  be suppl ied  t o  them f o r  such i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a s  t h e  f ron t i s -p i ece  on 
page two, t h e  CPR cons t ruc t ion  scene on page 106, and f o r  t h e  group photo 
on page 130 of Big Bear and h i s  son. The o r i g i n a l s  a r e  su re ly  i n  f a r  be t -  
t e r  condi t ion  and our r e p o s i t o r i e s  have l i t t l e  excuse f o r  supplying poor 
q u a l i t y  photo reproductions.  

For tunate ly ,  t h e  t e x t u a l  and t echn ica l  shortcomings of A n  I l l u s t r a t e d  
Hi s to ry  of Western Canada can be remedied. The book m e r i t s  a second and 
t h i r d  ed i t i on .  May Hurtig exhaust  i t s  p re sen t  production run  and r epub l i sh  
Cashman's work - with  a few correc t ions!  

--Richard Huyda 
P m l i c  Archives of Canada 




