
CONFERENCE COVERAGE: CANADIAN HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION: 

Archives Sect ion  

1972 

The Annual General Meeting of t h e  Archives Sect ion  of t h e  Canadian 
H i s t o r i c a l  Associa t ion  was he ld  on Tuesday af te rnoon,  6 June 1972, a t  
McGill Univers i ty ,  Montreal. For ty- f ive  members a t tended the  meeting, 
which began a t  2 :00 p.m. 

Chairman's Report: 

Mr. Ian  Wilson opened t h e  meeting wi th  t h e  Chairman's Report. He 
reviewed t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  year.  The events  i n  Ottawa on 5 June i n  
honour of t he  100th anniversary  of  t h e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  of  t he  Publ ic  Archives 
of Canada were organized by the  Sect ion  i n  cooperat ion wi th  t h e  PAC, and 
I a n  expressed thanks t o  Lee McDonald f o r  h i s  work i n  organiz ing  t h e  day. 
The Chairman represented  t h e  Archives Sect ion  a t  t h e  Archives Course, given 
i n  Ottawa i n  Ju ly  1971. There had been a meeting of t h e  Archives Sect ion  
Executive i n  Ottawa i n  October 1971, and t h e  Chairman had a t tended t h e  
annual meeting of t h e  P r a i r i e  Arch iv i s t s ,  he ld  i n  Apr i l  1972 i n  Saskatoon. 
Ian apologized f o r  t h e  l a t e n e s s  of t h e  pub l i ca t ion  of t h e  Bu l l e t i n .  

Minutes : 

The Sec re t a ry  moved t h a t  t h e  minutes of t h e  1971 Annual General Meeting, 
which were c i r c u l a t e d  a s  p a r t  of t h e  Bu l l e t i n ,  be accepted a s  c i r c u l a t e d .  
Seconded by Mr. Andreassen. ca r r i ed .  

T reasu re r ' s  Report: 

The Treasurer  r ead  h i s  r epo r t  and moved t h a t  it be accepted. Seconded 
by D r .  Fergusson. Carried.  cash on hand a s  of 31 May, 1972, was $3,190.44. 

Mr. Allan Turner asked whether the  Sect ion  had pa id  t h e  expenses of 
t h e  Chairman t o  go t o  t h e  meeting of t he  P r a i r i e  Arch iv i s t s  i n  Saskatoon. 
The Chairman s a i d  no, bu t  i n  f u t u r e  t h e  Sect ion  w i l l  meet t h i s  type of  
expense. 

Committee Reports:  

Severa l  of  t h e  committees have been very a c t i v e  during t h e  p a s t  year.  
Open meetings of some of t h e  committees were t o  be he ld  during t h e  CHA 
conference and i n t e r e s t e d  a r c h i v i s t s  were welcome t o  a t t end .  I an  reminded 
people who might l i k e  t o  j o in  a committee t h a t  they should w r i t e  t o  t h e  
chairman of  th; "cbmmittee i n  ques t ion .  

1. Copyright Committee 
Mrs. Danie l l s  presented  t h i s  r epo r t ,  which was i n  two p a r t s :  one, 

a r e p o r t  of t h e  work of t h e  committee on copyright  and a b ib l iography,  pre-  
pared by t h e  chairman, M i s s  Ethelyn Harlow; and t h e  second, a r e p o r t  



prepared by Mrs. ~ a n i e l l s ,  summarizing r e p l i e s  t o  the  ques t ionnaire  on 
copyright. The ques t ionnaire  had been c i r cu la t ed  wi th  the  Bu l l e t in  i n  
Apr i l ,  and the  many r e p l i e s  received indicated  t h a t  the re  was wide i n t e r e s t  
i n  the  problem. The committee recommended t h a t :  (1) l e g a l  advice should 
be sought by any l a r g e  r epos i to ry  responsible  f o r  maintaining publ ic  access 
t o  a l l  types of mater ia ls ,  whether published or  unpublished; (2) t h e  Copy- 
r i g h t  Committee should seek l i a i s o n  with and cooperation from other  organ- 
i z a t i o n s  which have copyright committees ; (3) membership i n  the  Archives 
Sect ion Copyright Committee should be increased.  

D r .  Fergusson moved and Mrs. Goeb seconded t h a t  the  committee should 
d r a f t  a statement fo r  submission t o  the  f e d e r a l  interdepartmental  committee 
on copyright. Carried. 

2. committee on Maps 
Ed Dahl reported.  He has v i s i t e d  severa l  archives i n  t h e  p a s t  

year,  and has observed t h a t  maps and photographs o f t e n  su f fe r  when the  bud- 
g e t  of an i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  r e s t r i c t e d .  The Map Committee has been coopera- 
t i n g  with the  Association of Canadian Map Librar ians .  

3. Microphotography 
Me1 Starkman repor ted  f o r  t h i s  committee, which i s  concerned wi th  

standards f o r  microfilm and microfiche. A r e p o r t  w i l l  be ready by Septem- 
ber .  The committee f e e l s  t h a t  a statement of a r c h i v i s t s '  concern i s  needed. 

There was considerable d iscuss ion following t h i s  r epor t .  The 
following po in t s  were r a i sed :  Reading q u a l i t y  of microfilm has not been 
given much a t t en t ion .  The cos t  of a microfilm reader i s  very high. Eye 
damage can r e s u l t  from reading microfilm on a t rans lucent  screen; an opaque 
screen i s  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  eyes. The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of copyflow and computer 
on microfilm should be s tudied.  

4. Evidence Act 
M r .  Andreassen repor ted  t h a t  th ree  groups i n  Canada a r e  working 

i n  cooperation with t h e  American Records Management Association on a uni- 
form statement regarding evidence. A r epor t  w i l l  be included i n  t h e  Sep- 
tember newsletter .  

5. o r a l  History 
m. Hugh Taylor read M r .  D e l i s l e ' s  r epor t .  There a r e  many o r a l  

h i s t o r y  p ro jec t s  i n  process and the re  i s  increas ing i n t e r e s t  i n  the tech- 
niques of interviewing, recording, t ranscr ib ing,  and preserving t h i s  docu- 
menta t ion .  

6. Reference Systems 
Mike Car ro l l  repor ted  on the  work of t h i s  committee. A r epor t  

w i l l  be included i n  t h e  September newsle t ter .  

7.  Training 
( a )  M r .  Bocking repor ted  on t h e  work of t h i s  committee, and on 

t h e  p lan  of t h e  P r a i r i e  a r c h i v i s t s  t o  o f f e r  an archives course i n  Edmonton 
which might a l t e r n a t e  with the  course i n  Ottawa ( i . e . ,  t he  course might be 
given every second year i n  Edmonton and on a l t e r n a t e  years  i n  Ottawa.). 

I n  d iscuss ion it was mentioned t h a t  a shor ter  t r a in ing  sess ion 
has been requested by business a r c h i v i s t s  and by t h e  Canadian Museums 
Association. 



(b) Mr. Hugh Taylor repor ted  on t h e  t r a i n i n g  course a t  t h e  Uni- 
ve r s i ty  of Ottawa. D r .  C. E. Welch, a r c h i v i s t  a t  Churchil l  College, Cam- 
bridge, has been appointed a r c h i v i s t  on t h e  teaching s t a f f  of the  School 
of Library Science a t  t h e  Universi ty of Ottawa. A course M.A. i n  archives 
work is  planned (one year and perhaps some summer work). This is  not  
intended t o  supplant t h e  PAC course. 

8. Document Appraisal  Committee 
A r epor t  was published i n  the  Bul le t in .  There may be P r a i r i e  and 

Maritime Document Appraisal Committees formed. 

Report on the  Archives Course : 

A r epor t  on l a s t  y e a r ' s  course was published i n  t h e  Bul le t in .  Mike 
Carrol l  t o l d  t h e  meeting t h a t  t h e  course t h i s  year w i l l  be f i v e  weeks long 
(5  Sept. - 6 Oct.). There w i l l  be eighteen s tudents .  

Canadian Archivis t :  

M r .  Hugh Taylor apologized f o r  the  delay i n  publ ica t ion of t h e  Canad- 
ian  Archivis t  and s a i d  t h a t  it would be published l a t e r  i n  the  summer. A t  - 
l a t e s t  count the re  were 440 subscribers. The cos t  of  publ ica t ion was d i s -  
cussed. M r .  Taylor asked whether the Section could pay fo r  typing; the  
Chairman s a i d  t h i s  could be done. The p o s s i b i l i t y  of publishing two i s sues  
per year was discussed. 

The chairman moved and J i m  Parker seconded a vote of thanks t o  M r .  
Hugh Taylor fo r  h i s  work on t h e  canadian Archivist .  

Report of the  Chairman on t h e  Quest ion of the  Future of the  Section: 

A quest ionnaire  concerning t h e  f u t u r e  of the  Section had been c i rcu-  
l a t e d  i n  the  Bul le t in .  Ian  received forty-two r e p l i e s :  twenty people voted 
s t rongly  aga ins t ;  and eleven voted t o  work towards separa t ion a s  a f u t u r e  
goal.  Ian  sa id  he f e l t  t he  most s i g n i f i c a n t  s t a t i s t i c  was t h a t  only  fo r ty -  
two members r ep l i ed .  He s t r e s sed  t h a t  our r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  the  CHA has 
been most co rd ia l ;  we have had no qua r re l s  with t h e  main organization.  We 
should th ink of what we want t o  achieve a s  a r c h i v i s t s .  A phi losophical  
debate on the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a r c h i v i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  w i l l  not  re-  
so lve  the  problem. 

Lynn Ogden s a i d  t h a t  he is  i n  favour of separa t ion i n  t h e  fu ture .  
However, t he re  would be a number of problems, one being f inanc ia l .  We 
would need more money f o r  publ ica t ions ,  e t c .  I n  fu tu re ,  t he  Union L i s t  of 
Manuscripts might be published by the  Section.  Training and profess ional  
standards should a l so  be regula ted  by the  Section,  and we should work even- 
t u a l l y  towards a permanent s e c r e t a r i a t .  

I t  was pointed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  CHA does not have a permanent s e c r e t a r i a t .  

Jay Atherton suggested t h a t  f o r  t h e  next two years,  s ince  we w i l l  be 
meeting i n  c e n t r a l  Canada, we should have a f u l l  day of archives work be- 
fo re  t h e  CHA meetings. 

Hugh Taylor s t a t e d  t h a t  he had o r i g i n a l l y  favoured separa t ion,  but  he 
i s  now impressed by other  considerations.  The CHA connection i s  important, 



espec ia l ly  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  reasons. He i s  impressed by the  regional  organi-  
za t ions ,  which he described as  "organic, exci t ing ,  and r i g h t " .  He f e e l s  
t h a t  growth w i l l  a r i s e  from t h e  regional  organizations.  The Society of 
American Archivis ts  i s  i n  t rouble  because t h e  annual meeting is  too b i g  and 
only t h e  highest-echelon a r c h i v i s t s  can g e t  there .  Archivis ts  i n  B.C. have 
s t a r t e d  an organizat ion (consis t ing  of twelve members) bu t  very few can 
a f fo rd  t o  come t o  nat ional  meetings. 

Me1 Starkman s a i d  t h a t  we must analyze the  question: what i s  an arch- 
i v i s t ,  and what is  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a r c h i v i s t  and records manager? 
Archivis ts  become involved i n  t h e i r  own areas  and do not have a  perspect ive  
over the  whole f i e l d .  An a r c h i v i s t  should have some time t o  do h i s  own 
work. 

Ted Regehr s a i d  he favoured continuing t h e  a s soc ia t ion  wi th  t h e  CHA. 
I n  both the  h i s t o r i c a l  and a rch iva l  f i e l d s ,  t he re  i s  much se l f -analys is  i n  
process. He suggested a  jo in t  sess ion with h i s t o r i a n s  next year. 

Mike c a r r o l l  suggested t h a t  persons of d i sc ip l ines  o ther  than h i s to ry  
(e.g., sociology, p o l i t i c a l  sc ience)  should be added t o  the  Archives Sec- 
t ion .  

iiaroid Naugier suggested a  separa te  meeting of a r c h i v i s t s  with people 
of o ther  d i sc ip l ines ,  sponsored by t h e  Archives Section.  

Francois Beaudin s a i d  t h a t  work with h i s to r i ans  i s  only p a r t  of our 
work. 

J. Knoppers s a i d  he favours separa t ion from the  CHA because, i f  we 
continue a s  a t  present,  we w i l l  be deal ing only with h i s t o r i c a l  a r c h i v i s t s .  

Mike Car ro l l  suggested a s soc ia t e  membership f o r  a r c h i v i s t s  not  wishing 
t o  join t h e  CWI. 

M r .  Burnham G i l l  s a i d  t h a t ,  i n  Newfoundland, the  importance of t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a r c h i v i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  i s  recognized. He s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  i d e a l  a r c h i v i s t  has an M.A. i n  h i s to ry ,  p lus  a rch iva l  t r a in ing .  Paren- 
t h e t i c a l l y ,  he t o l d  the  meeting t h a t  an At l an t i c  regional  committee had 
jus t  been formed. 

John Bovey sa id  t h a t  d iscuss ion should cease because it was 5:20 p.m. 
and many members wished t o  a t t end  the  jo in t  meeting of t h e  Archives Section 
and t h e  American Records Management Association a t  7:00 p.m. 

I t  was decided t h a t  t h e  d iscuss ion would continue on Friday a t  9:30 a.m. 

The Chairman reminded members t h a t  t h e  Section is  t ry ing  t o  c o l l e c t  
i ts  own archives.  Anyone having mater ia l  which might be considered p a r t  of 
t h e  archives  of t h e  Section is  asked t o  send t h i s  mater ia l  t o  t h e  Secre- 
tary .  

New Executive: 

The proposed s l a t e  of o f f i c e r s  f o r  the  year 1972-73 was: 

Chairman 
Vice-chairman 

- A .  W. Murdoch, Ontario Archives 
- Michael Swift ,  New Brunswick Archives 



past  Chairman - Ian  Wilson, Queen's Universi ty 
Archives 

Secre tary  - Grace Maurice, Public Archives of 
Canada 

measure r  - J. M. Parker, Universi ty of 
Alberta Archives 

Edi tors ,  Canadian Archivis t  - Ian  Wilson, Queen's Univers i ty  
Archives 

Anne Mac~ermaid, Q=n' s Universi ty 
Archives 

Members a t  l a r g e  - J. Andreassen, McGill Universi ty 
Archives 

Robert Garon, Lava1 Universi ty 
Archives 

This s l a t e  was accepted. 

The meeting was adjourned a t  5:30 p.m. 

The meeting was reopened on Friday, 9 June, a t  9:30, with  the  new 
chairman, M r .  Mwdoch, pres id ing.  

Mr. Murdoch opened the  meeting by saying t h a t  he was g lad  t o  meet the  
group formally. He i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  in t e res t ed  i n  t h e  development of reg- 
iona l  g r o w s ,  and i n  microphotography. 

Mr. Murdoch moved a vote of thanks t o  Ian  Wilson f o r  h i s  se rv ices  t o  
the  Section.  

Discussion on t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Section continued. 

M r .  Hugh Taylor asked f o r  representa t ion of the  regional  groups i n  
the  executive of t h e  Section.  I t  was decided t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  evolve, but  no 
change i n  t h e  cons t i tu t ion  w i l l  be made a t  t h i s  time. 

m.  Andreassen s a i d  t h a t  we should meet a t  times o ther  than the  times 
when t h e  cHA was meeting, so  t h a t  we could a l so  a t t end  CHA meetings. 

Ian  Wilson suggested payment of a base f e e  t o  t h e  CHA (perhaps $5.00), 
and an ex t ra  f e e  f o r  each se rv ice  (e.g., Archives Section dues, subscrip- 
t i o n  t o  Canadian Archivis t ,  subscr ip t ion t o  Canadian His to r i ca l  Review and 
h i s t o r i c a l  papers) .  

Ed Dahl suggested a full-day meeting of t h e  Archives Section t h e  day 
before t h e  CHA s t a r t e d .  

Ian  Wilson suggested b r i e f  committee r epor t s  a t  t h e  genera l  meeting, 
f u l l e r  r e p o r t s  t o  sess ions  of the  committees. 

There was d iscuss ion of  problems t h a t  would r e s u l t  from simultaneous 
committee meetings, when people a r e  on seve ra l  committees. 

Robb Watt suggested t h a t  no one should be on more than two committees, 
but  there  should be no simultaneous meetings. P r i o r i t y  should be given t o  
our own work, not  t o  at tendance a t  the  CHA meetings. 

Mr. Andreassen mentioned a meeting on education which he would l i k e  to 



a t t end ,  but  w i l l  no t  be a b l e  t o  a t t end .  

M r .   ugh Taylor s a i d  t h a t  committee meetings should not  be ar ranged 
very r i g i d l y  i n  advance, because people become i n t e r e s t e d  through hear ing  
r e p o r t s .  

Lynn Ogden mentioned t h a t  some of  our committee meetings a r e  announced 
i n  t he  CHA programme and CHA members may wish t o  a t t end .  

~ r .  Allan Turner s a i d  t h a t  committees a r e  in-house work and we could 
be overwhelmed by a t tendance  of  h i s t o r i a n s  not  a c t i v e l y  involved i n  our work. 

Me1 Starkman s a i d  t h a t  CHA papers  themselves c o n f l i c t  wi th  one another.  

J. Knoppers s a i d  t h a t  o the r  learned  s o c i e t i e s ,  bes ides  t h e  CHA, a r e  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a rchives .  

M r .  Murdoch s a i d  t h a t  f i v e  days i s  t h e  maximum time poss ib l e  f o r  t h e  
CHA conference. 

M r .  Taylor suggested t h a t  people i n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  where meetings a r e  
t o  be held should a t t e n d  o the r  meetings and r e p o r t  t o  us. 

Ed Dahl moved and J. Knoppers seconded t h a t  t h e  Archives Sect ion  meet 
one day before  t he  CHA and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  day of t he  CHA meetings, on Satur -  
day and/or Sunday i f  necessary,  f o r  bus iness  and committee meetings. Other 
papers or  s e s s ions  could be  he ld  a t  o the r  times. Carr ied .  

C 

Alan McCullough s a i d  t h a t  t h e  number of CHA meetings could be reduced. 

Mike C a r r o l l  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  meeting should make d e f i n i t e  recommenda- 
t i o n s  fo r  t he  guidance of t h e  executive.  He suggested t h e  establishment of 
a programme committee. 

M r .  Andreassen s a i d  t h a t  we do not  have a member on t h e  CHA programme 
committee. 

Mike s a i d  Professor Le i th  of Queen's  i s  t h e  new chairman of  t h e  pro- 
gramme committee. Through him, we could have coordination.  

Mr. Murdoch asked what t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Archives Sect ion  i s  i n  t h e  
CHA Council. Ian  s a i d  he i s  always i n v i t e d  bu t  cannot vote. 

Robb Watt s a i d  we shouldn ' t  worry about t h e  CHA programme. 1 f  we a r e  
p ro fe s s iona l s ,  we should not  have t o  meet on Sundays. 

Jay Atherton s a i d  t h a t  we must accept  r e a l i t i e s .  There i s  a l i m i t  t o  
t h e  length  of time we can be away from our o f f i c e s .  Meeting on Sundays 
may be a good so lu t ion  and should not  be ru l ed  out .  

S tan  Hanson and o t h e r s  favoured the  idea of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a programme 
committee. M r .  Turner suggested t h a t  t he  Executive could do t h i s  work f o r  
t h e  time being, because they w i l l  be meeting during the  year. 

Mike Ca r ro l l  s a i d  t h a t  the  execut ive  might be overburdened. 

Me1 Starkman s a i d  t h e r e  should be one person i n  charge of programme, 



e i t h e r  the  v ice  chairman or  an ex t ra  person on t h e  executive. It was dec- 
ided t o  leave t h e  i s sue  f l e x i b l e ,  t h e  chairman having author i ty .  

J. Knoppers repeated t h a t  we could meet with o ther  groups a s  wel l  a s  
h i s to r i ans .  

Betty May sa id  t h a t  she works more c lose ly  with h i s t o r i c a l  geographers 
than with e i t h e r  h i s t o r i a n s  o r  records managers. 

M r .  Turner s a i d  t h a t  we must respect  r e a l i t i e s .  We cannot s t ay  t h r e e  
weeks a t  meetings. 

Mr. Murdoch inv i t ed  people t o  wr i t e  t o  him, expressing t h e i r  ideas.  

~d Dahl suggested t h a t  the  executive keep i n  touch with J u l i a n  Craf t  
of t h e  Education Committee. 

Mike Car ro l l  moved and Lynn Ogden seconded t h a t  t h e  pas t  chairman ( Ian  
Wilson) should look i n t o  t h e  implications of our r e l a t ionsh ip  with the  CHA, 
and other  options.  ca r r i ed .  

There was some discuss ion of i n t e r n a l  r e l a t ionsh ips  !e.g., a  more for-  
mal r e l a t ionsh ip  between t h e  regional  groups and t h e  Executive of t h e  Sec- 
t i o n ) ,  but  i t  was agreed t h a t  changes could be made informally.  

Mike Car ro l l  moved a vote  of thanks to  M r .  Andreassen and M i s s  Sandra 
Guillaume of McGill Universi ty Archives f o r  t h e i r  cooperation and hospi ta l -  
i t y  during the  con•’ erence. 

PRAIRIE ARCHIVISTS ' MEETINGS 

Meetings of t h e  P r a i r i e  Archivis ts  continue t o  be held  and t h e  follow- 
ing i s  a note on the  second from a r epor t  which a r r ived  too l a t e  f o r  publi-  
ca t ion  l a s t  year:  

The 1971 meeting i n  Edmonton was attended by nineteen p a r t i c i p a n t s  who 
del ivered r e p o r t s  on t h e i r  r e p o s i t o r i e s  and then proceeded t o  d iscuss  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a Union L i s t  of Western Canadian newspapers. A discuss ion 
on the  t r a in ing  of  a r c h i v i s t s  ranged widely and included t h e  jo in t  aspects  
of education and professionalism. It was agreed t h a t  t h e  Archives Section 
should be more a c t i v e  i n  s e t t i n g  standards and promoting educational  pro- 
gr  ammes . 

Other mat ters  r a i s e d  included t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of Union Catalogues on 
se l ec ted  subjects ,  documentary r epa i r  on the  P r a i r i e s  and a regional  docu- 
ment appra i sa l  committee f o r  t h e  West. 

The following i s  a r e p o r t  on t h e  t h i r d  meeting, prepared by Mr. D. H. 
Bocking : 

The t h i r d  meeting of t h e  P r a i r i e  Archivis ts  was held  i n  t h e  Saskatoon 
Off ice  of t h e  Saskatchewan Archives on Apri l  15, 1972. In  a l l ,  t h e r e  were 




