
e i t h e r  the  v ice  chairman or  an ex t ra  person on t h e  executive. It was dec- 
ided t o  leave t h e  i s sue  f l e x i b l e ,  t h e  chairman having author i ty .  

J. Knoppers repeated t h a t  we could meet with o ther  groups a s  wel l  a s  
h i s to r i ans .  

Betty May sa id  t h a t  she works more c lose ly  with h i s t o r i c a l  geographers 
than with e i t h e r  h i s t o r i a n s  o r  records managers. 

M r .  Turner s a i d  t h a t  we must respect  r e a l i t i e s .  We cannot s t ay  t h r e e  
weeks a t  meetings. 

Mr. Murdoch inv i t ed  people t o  wr i t e  t o  him, expressing t h e i r  ideas.  

~d Dahl suggested t h a t  the  executive keep i n  touch with J u l i a n  Craf t  
of t h e  Education Committee. 

Mike Car ro l l  moved and Lynn Ogden seconded t h a t  t h e  pas t  chairman ( Ian  
Wilson) should look i n t o  t h e  implications of our r e l a t ionsh ip  with the  CHA, 
and other  options.  ca r r i ed .  

There was some discuss ion of i n t e r n a l  r e l a t ionsh ips  !e.g., a  more for-  
mal r e l a t ionsh ip  between t h e  regional  groups and t h e  Executive of t h e  Sec- 
t i o n ) ,  but  i t  was agreed t h a t  changes could be made informally.  

Mike Car ro l l  moved a vote  of thanks to  M r .  Andreassen and M i s s  Sandra 
Guillaume of McGill Universi ty Archives f o r  t h e i r  cooperation and hospi ta l -  
i t y  during the  con•’ erence. 

PRAIRIE ARCHIVISTS ' MEETINGS 

Meetings of t h e  P r a i r i e  Archivis ts  continue t o  be held  and t h e  follow- 
ing i s  a note on the  second from a r epor t  which a r r ived  too l a t e  f o r  publi-  
ca t ion  l a s t  year:  

The 1971 meeting i n  Edmonton was attended by nineteen p a r t i c i p a n t s  who 
del ivered r e p o r t s  on t h e i r  r e p o s i t o r i e s  and then proceeded t o  d iscuss  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of a Union L i s t  of Western Canadian newspapers. A discuss ion 
on the  t r a in ing  of  a r c h i v i s t s  ranged widely and included t h e  jo in t  aspects  
of education and professionalism. It was agreed t h a t  t h e  Archives Section 
should be more a c t i v e  i n  s e t t i n g  standards and promoting educational  pro- 
gr  ammes . 

Other mat ters  r a i s e d  included t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of Union Catalogues on 
se l ec ted  subjects ,  documentary r epa i r  on the  P r a i r i e s  and a regional  docu- 
ment appra i sa l  committee f o r  t h e  West. 

The following i s  a r e p o r t  on t h e  t h i r d  meeting, prepared by Mr. D. H. 
Bocking : 

The t h i r d  meeting of t h e  P r a i r i e  Archivis ts  was held  i n  t h e  Saskatoon 
Off ice  of t h e  Saskatchewan Archives on Apri l  15, 1972. In  a l l ,  t h e r e  were 



t h i r t y - t h r e e  de legates  i n  at tendance represent ing  c i t y ,  p rov inc i a l ,  p r i v a t e ,  
r e l i g i o u s  and bus iness  a rchives  and, i n  addi t ion ,  t h e r e  were two represen- 
t a t i v e s  from pub l i c  l i b r a r y  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  co l l ec t ions .  The meeting was 
chai red  by Mr. D. H. Bocking and Mrs. Georgeen Barrass ac ted  a s  s ec re t a ry .  
Following the  t r a d i t i o n a l  format, t he  meeting began wi th  a r e p o r t  by one 
r ep re sen ta t i ve  from each i n s t i t u t i o n  represented  on r ecen t  a c q u i s i t i o n s  and 
developments i n  t h e i r  a rchives .  

Mr. T.  R. McCloy of t h e  Glenbow Alberta I n s t i t u t e  r epo r t ed  on t h e  pro- 
posed Union L i s t  of Newspapers i n  western r e p o s i t o r i e s .  During t h e  p a s t  
year,  he had rece ived  r e p o r t s  of newspaper holdings from a number of  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s ,  but  he s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  were s t i l l  some i n s t i t u t i o n s  who had no t  
repor ted .  The consensus of t he  meeting was t h a t  t h e  program i n s t i t u t e d  by 
Mr. McCloy, a t  t he  reques t  of t he  l a s t  meeting of t h e  P r a i r i e  Arch iv i s t s ,  
should be continued and t h a t  an e f f o r t  should be made t o  have a copy of t h e  
information a l ready ga thered  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  con t r ibu t ing  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a s  
soon a s  poss ib le .  I n  view of  t h e  imminent re t i rement  of  M r .  McCloy, t h e  
meeting asked h i s  successor,  M r .  L. Go t t s e l i g ,  t o  a c t  a s  a  one-man commit- 
t e e  t o  ca r ry  on t h e  p ro j ec t .  

The meeting heard a r e p o r t  on a proposed t r a i n i n g  course t o  be he ld  a t  
t h e  Univers i ty  of Alberta.  Working c l o s e l y  wi th  t h e  School of  Library 
Science,  Dr. L. H. Thomas, Mr. Alan Ridge of t he  Provinc ia l  Archives of 
Alber ta ,  and J i m  Parker of t h e  Univers i ty  of  Alberta Archives had drawn up 
a course on archives  t r a in ing .  The course w i l l  be o f f e r ed  a s  a summer ses-  
s ion  a t  t he  Univers i ty  of Alberta i n  1973, and i t  w i l l  be f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  
c r e d i t  t o  s tuden t s  i n  t he  School of  Library  Science. Persons engaged i n  
a rchives  on a p ro fe s s iona l  o r  voluntary b a s i s  but  who do not  hold a univer-  
s i t y  degree w i l l  b e  admitted a s  s p e c i a l  s tudents  and upon succes s fu l  comple- 
t i o n  of t h e  course w i l l  be  awarded a c e r t i f i c a t e .  The f e e l i n g  was expressed 
t h a t  t h e  P r a i r i e  Arch iv i s t s  should continue t o  be involved i n  t r a i n i n g  and 
t h a t  t h e r e  was a s t rong need f o r  t h e  Sect ion  t o  be concerned wi th  s tandards  
of  t r a in ing .  A committee on t r a i n i n g  made up of D. H. Bocking, J i m  Parker 
and John Bovey was appointed. It i s  proposed t h a t  t h i s  committee w i l l  work 
wi th  t h e  t r a i n i n g  committee of t h e  Archives Sect ion ,  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  
Associat ion,  on t r a i n i n g  programs. 

There was some discuss ion  on documentary r e p a i r  and M r .  Bovey r epo r t ed  
t h a t  t h e  Publ ic  Archives of Canada would be w i l l i n g  t o  t r a i n  some people i n  
r e p a i r  work. M r .  Dempsey, of t he  Glenbow Alber ta  I n s t i t u t e ,  i nd i ca t ed  t h a t  
they  would be expanding t h e i r  r e p a i r  opera t ions ,  and the  meeting suggested 
t h a t  t he  Provinc ia l  Arch iv i s t s  i n v e s t i g a t e  what support  they could g ive  t o  
t h e  development of t h e  r e p a i r  c e n t r e  a t  t h e  Glenbow Alberta I n s t i t u t e .  

The problem of  t h e  evalua t ion  of manuscript access ion  f o r  t a x a t i o n  
purposes came be fo re  t h e  meeting. Mr. Ian Wilson, Chairman of t h e  Archives 
Sect ion ,  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  Associat ion,  a t tended t h e  meeting a s  a gues t ,  
r epo r t ed  on t h e  work t h a t  had been done i n  e a s t e r n  Canada and t h e  experi-  
ences they  have had i n  evalua t ing  some records .  m. Turner expressed the  
view t h a t  t h e r e  was a r e a l  need f o r  an  evalua t ion  committee i n  western 
Canada, p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i th  t h e  new changes i n  t axa t ion  laws. It was agreed 
by t h e  meeting t h a t  t h e  r ep re sen ta t i ves  from western Canada a t t end ing  t h e  
Archives Sect ion  meeting i n  June would meet with t h e  e x i s t i n g  committee 
wi th  a view t o  e s t a b l i s h i n g  an  evalua t ion  committee f o r  western Canada. 

The meeting spent  some time d iscuss ing  the  ques t ion  of t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between t h e  a r c h i v i s t  and the  researcher .  During t h e  duscussion, 



varying opinions were expressed on t h e  problems of how t o  handle the 
researcher and t o  con t ro l  t h e  use of a rch iva l  mater ia ls .  

There was a l s o  a d iscuss ion on tape recording programs which consis ted  
mainly of r e p o r t s  of a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  represented.  The Man- 
i toba  Archives, through M r .  Barry Hyman, has been a c t i v e  i n  a Jewish H i s -  
t o r i c a l  Society recording program. M r .  Alan Ridge repor ted  t h a t  a confer- 
ence was going t o  be held  i n  Alberta l a t e  i n  Apr i l ,  a t  which time i t  was 
hoped t h a t  a l l  agents involved i n  tape  recording programs could be brought 
together t o  d iscuss  t h e  kind of work t h a t  was going on and t o  t r y  t o  estab- 
l i s h  what a reas  were being included and what programs should be c a r r i e d  
out i n  t h e  fu ture .  

The meeting heard a r e p o r t  from M r .  Ian  Wilson on t h e  Archives Section 
and on t h e  question of the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of forming a separa te  associa t ion.  
I n  the  main, t he  f e e l i n g  of t h e  western Canadian a r c h i v i s t s ,  a s  expressed 
i n  t h e  meeting, was t h a t  t h e  time was not r i g h t  f o r  a separa t ion from the  
canadian His to r i ca l  Association. There was a f e e l i n g  t h a t  regional  meetings 
such a s  t h e  one then i n  progress  would help  to  solve some of t h e  problems 
associa ted  with the  Archives Section.  

I t  was proposed t h a t  t h e  next meeting be held  i n  the spr ing of  1973 
with the  loca t ion  t o  be determined but  probably e i t h e r  a t  Winnipeg or  
Banff. 

FORMATION OF A REGIONAL PROFESSIONAL GROUP I N  B. C. 

The f i r s t  meeting of t h e  Association of B r i t i s h  Columbia Archivis ts  
was held  i n  the  reference  room of t h e  Vancouver City Archives on 14 May. 
There were twelve present ,  including a r c h i v i s t s  from t h e  Provincial  
Archives, t h e  Vancouver Ci ty  Archives, t he  His to r i c  Photo Section of the  
Vancouver Public Library, Specia l  Col lec t ions  and the  Universi ty Archives 
of B. C., and t h e  Archives of t h e  E c c l e s i a s t i c a l  Province of  B. C. M r .  
Willard I r e l and  addressed the  meeting on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  profess ion 
i n  the  province, and discuss ions  followed on aims fo r  t h e  Association and 
t h e  conservation of photographs and manuscripts. The next meeting w i l l  
be i n  Victoria i n  mid-September and w i l l  f ea tu re  r epor t s  by severa l  of 
those a t tending the  annual meeting of t h e  C m  on the  sess ions  of t h e  
Archives Section.  




