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PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES: Beginning i n  1970, t h e  s t a f f  of the  Provincia l  
Archives undertook t h e  enormous t a sk  of c rea t ing  the  f inding a i d s  necessary 
t o  provide a minimum degree of se rv ice  t o  researchers.  While a modified 
accessions r e g i s t e r  had been kept i n  the  pas t ,  no key t o  t h e  loca t ion  of 
t h e  mater ia l  had been created.  

I n  s p i t e  of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  the  Archives was d a i l y  faced with t h e  r e s -  
pons ib i l i t y  of providing service  t o  an ever-increasing body of researchers  
i n  the  f i e l d s  of h i s to ry ,  fo lk lo re ,  geography, sociology, e t c .  We there- 
f o r e  began the  compilation of a Preliminary Inventory f o r  the  purpose of 
af fording a minimum degree of control  over our holdings while, a t  t h e  same 
time, furnishing information t o  researchers  on t h e  ex ten t  and nature  of our 
mater ia l .  The f i r s t  inventory was hurr iedly  produced by December, 1970, 
a f t e r  which we began work on a Supplement. The l a t t e r  i s  now nearing com- 
p l e t i o n  and the  two of them together l i s t  the  main En t r i e s  f o r  almost a l l  
of our manuscript mater ia l  and a l s o  conta in  e n t r i e s  f o r  the  overwhelming 
majori ty of  the  remainder. For each en t ry  on our Supplement, w e  g ive  
provenance, t i t l e ,  chronological  references ,  type of mater ia l  and quant i ty .  

I n  t h e  meantime, t h e  prepara t ion of both these  inveator ies  has given 
us the  de ta i l ed  knowledge of our holdings which we needed i n  order t o  estab- 
l i s h  a system of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and arrangement so urgently required.  The 
master shee t s  produced i n  the  taking of t h e  inventor ies  have provided us 
wi th  main en t ry  cards a s  temporary f inding a i d s  and these  have served us 
very well  during t h i s  re-organization s tage  of the  Provincial  Archives. 

Our next s t e p  w i l l  be t o  reorganize our holdings with t h e  development 
of a good c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and arrangement system while, a t  t he  same time, 
producing more permanent f inding a ids .  This w i l l  commence i n  t h e  coming 
month of June. 

A t  t h i s  po in t  i n  t h e  development of the  Provincia l  Archives, we can 
say t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no more genera l ,  preliminary inventor ies  of t h e  
type j u s t  completed. Subsequent inventor ies  w i l l  be of a more d e t a i l e d  
va r i e ty  - t h a t  is, inventor ies  of groups, or  s e r i e s ,  or  u n i t s  of papers. 

Arrangements have been made t o  have t h e  Captain Robert A. B a r t l e t t  
Col lec t ion of P r iva te  Papers copied and brought t o  t h i s  Province. The 
exis tence  of these  Papers was discovered by the  Provincia l  Archivis t  who 
found t h a t  they were held  a t  t h e  Library of Bowdoin College, Brunswick, 
Maine, and consisted of sh ips '  logs,  personal d i a r i e s ,  p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  and 
photographs dat ing back t o  1883. There a r e  d i a r i e s  and logs  which were 
kept on board the  "Panther" by Captain B a r t l e t t ' s  uncle, severa l  d i a r i e s  
and logs  kept on the  S .S. "Viking" by Captain B a r t l e t t '  s f a the r  and personal 
d i a r i e s  kept by Captain B a r t l e t t  during h i s  s ix t een  voyages t o  t h e  A r t i c  i n  
t h e  M.V. "Morrissey". 

One of the  most important milestones i n  t h e  thirteen-year h i s t o r y  of 
t h e  Provincia l  Archives i s  t h e  recent  announcement t h a t  t he  Government has 
accepted, i n  p r inc ip le ,  t he  proposal of t h e  Provincia l  Archivis t  t o  in t ro -  
duce a Records Management system i n t o  t h i s  Province. 

The Provincia l  Archivis t  has been awarded t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  of Merit by 
t h e  Canadian His to r i ca l  Association i n  recogni t ion  of h i s  se rv ices  t o  
archives  and l o c a l  h is tory .  




