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Eefore  any pi-opus& r o  e s t a o l i s h  a  Yukon Archives  was 
sanc t ioned  oy t h e  government, even a t  t h e  concep tua l  l e v e l ,  n i s -  
t o r i c a l l y  minded Yukoners, confronted w i t n  t h e  d i sappearance  and 
f ragmenta t ion  o f  Yukon s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  and t h e  subsequent  d i f f i -  
c u l t i e s  e n t a i l e d  i n  conduct ing r e s e a r c h ,  r e a l i z e d  something had t o  
be done t o  a r r e s t  t n e  c o n t i n u i n g  outward f low of documentation. 
While t h e r e  was no coord ina ted  e f f o r t  a s  such t o  lobby f o r  an 
Arch ives ,  t h e r e  was an  awareness of t h e  need f o r  a  f a c i l i t y  wi th-  
i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  Yukon's h e r i t a g e .  On o c c a s i o n ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  when a  Yukon c o l l e c t i o n  was e i t h e r  acqu i red  by an 'out-  
s i d e ' ( 1 )  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  bought by a  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t o r ,  Yukoners 
a p p r a i s e d  t h e  government of i t s  n e g l i g e n c e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t .  

Reminded of i t s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  whenever p o s s i b l e  
primary s o u r c e s  remained i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  and cogn izan t  o f  i ts  own 
records  management d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  t h e  Yukon T e r r i t o r i a l  Government 
i n  con junc t ion  wi th  t h e  F e d e r a l  Department of Ind ian  A f f a i r s  and 
Northern Development decided t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a  ' l o n g  
overdue '  r e g i o n a l  a r c n i v e s .  There were  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  t h a t  
i n f l u e n c e d  t h i s  d e c i s i o n .  The unders t and ing  t h a t  once t h e  Yukon 
had a  s u i t a b l e  f a c i l i t y  h i s t o r i c a l  T e r r i t o r i a l  Government r e c o r d s  
removed by t h e  P u b l i c  Archives  of Canada would b e  r e t u r n e d ,  s e r v e d  
a s  a  c a t a l y s t ;  a s  d i d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  an  Archives  would f i l l  a  vacuum 
and the reby  r e v e r s e  t h e  outward f low of documentat ion and conceiv-  
ab ly  enhance t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p a t r i a t e  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  no longer  
i n  t h e  Yukon. 

The r a i s o n  d ' S t r e  o f  a  Yukon Archives  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  any 
r e g i o n a l  r e p o s i t o r y  is e v i d e n t  i n  Bernard Wei lb renner ' s  remarks 
t h a t  " f o r  t h e  a r c h i v e s  a  c e r t a i n  r e g i o n a l i s m  is  normal ,  i ndeed  
e s s e n t i a l .  The t e r r i t o r i a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  of a rc i l ives ,  which is  
g e n e r a l l y  accep ted ,  f o r s e e s  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i v e s ,  b e i n g  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  
and t h e  emanation of a  g iven t e r r i t o r y ,  be long  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  which 
gave them b i r t h  and shou ld  b e  kep t  t h e r e  where they have been 

1 I n  s t a n d a r d  Yukon v e r n a c u l a r  ' o u t s i d e '  r e f e r s  t o  any 
p l a c e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Yukon. 
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c rea ted . " (Z)  While a  Yukon r e p o s i t o r y  and n o r t h e r n  r e s e a r c h  cen- 
t r e  had d e f i n i t e  appea l  undoubtedly t h e  most a t t r a c t i v e  f e a t u r e  of 
an Archives  a s  f a r  a s  government a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  were concerned was 
t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  r e c o r d s  management p r o g r a m e  which would p rov ide  
s y s t e m a t i c  r e c o r d s  schedu l ing  and maintenance and the reby  a l l e v i a t  
a c u t e  r e c o r d  s t o r a g e  problems. 

W i l l a r d  I r e l a n d ,  P r o v i n c i a l  L i b r a r i a n  and A r c h i v i s t  of 
B r i t i s h  Columbia, i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of a  f e a s i b i l i t y  c o n s u l t a n t ,  p r e  
s e n t e d  a  su rvey  r e p o r t  on August 1 0 ,  1970 i n  which he  emphasized 
t h e  in te rdependence  of a r c h i v e s  and r e c o r d s  management and recom- 
mended t h a t  "a Yukon Archives  shou ld  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by o rd inance  
d e f i n i n g  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and powers; t h a t  a  P u b l i c  Records 
Cen t re  should b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ;  t h a t  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  e f f e c t i v e  re- 
cords  schedu l ing  shou ld  b e  dev i sed . "  The submiss ion e l i c i t e d  a  
f avourab le  r e sponse  from t h e  government and throughout  t h e  re- 
mainder o f  1970 t h e r e  was a  f l u r r y  of i n t e r n a l  government r e p o r t s  
and memoranda devoted t o  t h e  mechanics of implementing and f inanc-  
i n g  such  an endeavour.  I n  view of  t h e  s i z e  and s t r c c z u r z  of iile 
Yu!can T e r r i r o r i a i  Lovernment, t h e  embryo Yukon Archives  was des ig -  
n a t e d  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  and r e l a t i v e l y  autonomous s e c t i o n  of t h e  Li- 
b r a r y  Se rv ice  Branch. It was t h e  l o g i c a l  cho ice  s i n c e  t h e  Branch 
was a l r e a d y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Yukon Regional  L i b r a r y ,  a  network 
of branch l i b r a r i e s  and d e p o s i t  s t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y ;  t h e  
c i r c u l a t i n g  Film L i b r a r y  and t n e  Whitehorse P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  

Government echoed W i l l a r d  I r e l a n d ' s  sugges t ion  t n a t  p l a n s  
f o r  an Archives  be  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  expansion and remodeling of 
t h e  L ib ra ry  S e r v i c e s  Branch b u i l d i n g .  Necessary c a p i t a l  c o s t s  were 
approved and c o n s t r u c t i o n  began i n  September,  1971. Targe t  d a t e  
f o r  complet ion was June 1972, b u t  i t  was n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  opened un- 
t i l  December 1 0 ,  1972 a t  a  c o s t  of $453,000.00(3) 

A f t e r  r e l e v a n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  was ex- 
amined a comprehensive Archives  Ordinance,  comparable t o  a  S t a t u t e ,  
was prepared and a s s e n t e d  t o  on February 26 ,  1971. Besides  d e f i n i n g  
what q u a l i f i e s  a s  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  and a l lowing  f o r  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of 
r e c o r d s  management r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  Ordinance d e l i n e a t e s  t i le oo- 
j e c t i v e s  of t h e  Archives .  Although t h e r e  a r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  pub l i -  
c a t i o n s ,  d i s p l a y s  and o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  pr imary f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  
Archives  under t h e  Ordinance a r e  t o  i d e n t i f y ,  a c q u i r e ,  p r e s e r v e ,  
d e s c r i b e , c a t a l o g u e  and make a v a i l a b l e  t h o s e  p u b l i c  r e c o r d s ,  p r i v a t e  
manusc r ip t s ,  pnotographs  , newspapers ,  maps and i n  p r i n t  secondary 
s o u r c e s  t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o  and document t h e  o v e r a l l  h i s t o r y  and devel-  
opment of t h e  Yukon. While t h e  sphere  of i n t e r e s t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
conf ined  w i t h i n  t h e  boundar ies  of t h e  T e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  Archives  i s ,  
t o  a  c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  concerned w i t h  p e r i p h e r a l  r eg ions  t h a t  a r e  
inexorab ly  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  Yukon's p a s t  and p r e s e n t .  A t l i n ,  B r i t i s h  
Columbia, a  t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  mining town j u s t  sou th  of t h e  6 0 t h  

2  Bernard Wei lb renner ,  "Les Archives  e t  l e  regional ism";  
Regional ism i n  t h e  Canadian Community- 1867-1967, U n i v e r s i t y  of 
Toronto P r e s s ,  1969,  p.  264. 

3 See p .  27 f o r  an  anno ta ted  f l o o r  p l a n  of t h e  L ib ra ry  
Se rv ices  Bu i ld ing .  
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p a r a l l e l  and Skagway, Alaska,  of Klondike Gold Rush fame a r e  two 
examples.  

I n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  A r c h i v i s t s '  r s l e  i n  de te rmin ing  t h e  
f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of p u b l i c  r e c o r d s ,  two s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Ordinance 
a r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  One s t i p u l a t e s  t h a t  "Subject  t o  
t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  no p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  s h a l l  b e  des t royed  o r  permanent ly  
removed wi thou t  t h e  knowledge and concurrence of t h e  A r c h i v i s t "  
and t h e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  "Where any person i s  i n  possess ion  o r  
c o n t r o l  of aay p u b l i c  r ecord  he  s h a l l  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  of t h e  Com- 
miss ioner  o r  h i s  a u t h o r i z e d  o f f i c e r  f o r t h w i t h  d e l i v e r  such p u b l i c  
r ecord  t o  t h e  A r c h i v i s t " .  

A r e c o r d s  Admin i s t r a to r  was appointed i n  September, 1971 t o  
assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  l e v e l  of r e c o r d s  manage- 
ment. I n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of schedu l ing ,  9,000 square  f e e t  of compara- 
t i v e l y  inexpens ive  r e c o r d s  c e n t r e  s p a c e  was secured  i n  t h e  basement 
of a  government l e a s e d  b u i l d i n g .  By no means a  p e r f e c t  l o c a t i o n ,  
i t  does  meet i n a c t i v e  s t o r a g e  and sec l l r ivy  requ i r smen t s .  In  addl- 
t i o n  t o  performing a  c u s t o d i a l  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  c e n t r e  s e r v i c e s  t h e  
r e c o r d s  w i t h  an average of 265 r e t r i e v a l  r e q u e s t s  p e r  month. Fu- 
t u r e  dormant s t o r a g e  w i l l  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  improved by 1976 w i t h  
t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of 23,000 s q u a r e  f e e t  i n  t h e  proposed T e r r i t o r i a l  
Government Admin i s t r a t ion  b u i l d i n g .  

Any f u r t h e r  programme development was h e l d  i n  abeyance u n t i l  
a  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r c h i v i s t  was appo in ted  i n  January ,  1972. An i n i t i a l  
f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  composi t ion and r e c e n t  r ea l ignment  of t h e  
T e r r i t o r i a l  Government preceded a  t o u r  of Yukon communities(4) dur-  
i n g  which Yukoners e x h i b i t e d  a  r e c e p t i v e  a t t i t u d e  towards t n e  Ar- 
ch ives .  No one accused t h e  government of being premature  i n  em- 
b a r k i n g  on such  a  ' nove l '  programme; i n s t e a d  most Yukoners were 
somewhat dismayed t h a t  t h e  government had n o t  a c t e d  sooner .  I n  an 
a t t empt  t o  f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  and e x p l a i n  j u s t  what 
an Archives  i s  and i s  n o t ,  t h e  A r c n i v i s t , a l t h o u g h  unaccustomed t o  
such n o t e r i e t y ,  engaged i n  a  modest promotional  campaign w i t h  ap- 
pea rances  on l o c a l  Whitehorse r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  t a l k  back shows 
and speeches  t o  s e r v i c e  c l u b  luncheons.  Th i s  p u b l i c  f a s c i n a t i o n  
w i t h  Archives  i s  l a r g e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  immediacy of t h e  aver-  
age Yukoner's f r o n t i e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and h i s t o r i c a l  p reoccupa t ion  
w i t h  t h e  Klondike Gold Rush and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Alaska 
Highway. 

By March 1972, r e c o r d s  management emerged from t h e  fo rmat ive  
p lann ing  s t a g e  wi th  t h e  Commissioner 's  unequivocal  endorsement.  A s  
anyone even remotely  involved i n  r e c o r d s  management knows top  l e v e l  
s u p p o r t  i s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  s u c c e s s .  The programme is  a  nybr id  
one,  which combines r ecogn ized  r e c o r d s  management p r a c t i c e s  from 
t h e  O n t a r i o  and Federa l  Governments. To e l i m i n a t e  confus ion  about  
j a rgon  a  b a s i c  g l o s s a r y  o f  a r c h i v a l  and r e c o r d s  management termin-  
ology was produced a s  was a  c h a r t  of t h e  p r o j e c t e d  l i f e  c y c l e  of 
p u b l i c  r ecords .  In coopera t ion  w i t h  t h e  Records Admin i s t r a to r  a  
composite Records Inven to ry  and Records Management Assessment Check 
L i s t  was fo rmula ted ,  a s  a  d e v i c e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a depar tment  by de- 

4 See p .  2 9 f o r  a  map of t h e  Yukon T e r r i t o r y .  



partment r e c o r d s  inven to ry .  When completed i t  n o t  on ly  f u r n i s h e s  
enough in fo rmat ion  f o r  s c h e d u l i n g  b u t  a l s o  r e v e a l s  whether  t h e r e  
a r e  inadequac ies  o r  i n c o n s i s t a n c i e s  i n  f i l e  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and 
c o n t r o l  sys tems.  A d u a l  purpose Records Re ten t ion  and D e s t r u c t i o n  
Author i ty  form, s i m i l a r  t o  t i le one i n  use  i n  t h e  O n t a r i o  Govern- 
ment, was designed t o  s e r v e  a s  e i t h e r  an ongoing r e t e n t i o n  schedu le  
o r  a  one time d e s t r u c t i o n  r e q u e s t .  Once s igned  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
o f f i c i a l s  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  governing t h e  r e -  
t e n t i o n  pe r iod  and f i n a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  of an  i n d i v i d u a l  r ecord  s e r i e s .  
p rov i s ion  was a l s o  made f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  t r a n s f e r  of a  depar tmen t ' s  
dead records  t o  t h e  Archives .  A modif ied v e r s i o n  of t h e  Federa l  
General Records 1) isposal  Schedule ,  a  t echn ique  t o  d e a l  e f f e c t i v e l y  
wi th  r o u t i n e  'housekeeping '  r e c o r d s  common t o  a l l  depar tmen t s ,  i s  
i n  t h e  p rocess  of compi la t ion .  

Rather  t h a n  d i s c u s s  t y p i c a l  schedu l ing  problems o r  e l a b o r a t e  
on any a b b e r a t i o n s  p e c u l i a r  t o  r e c o r d s  hand l ing  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
Government a  rGsum6 of some measurable  r e c o r d s  management accom- 
pllsilments t o  d a t e  w l i i  no doubt s u f f l c e .  2000 c u b i c  f e e t  of r e -  
cords  o u t  of a  t o t a l  o f  approximately  5000 cub ic  f e e t  i n  t h e  e n t i r e  
government have been schedu led  s o  f a r ,  550 cub ic  f e e t  of which a r e  
d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  Archives  s u b j e c t  t o  s e l e c t i v e  r e t e n t i o n .  An in -  
d i c a t i o n  of p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of paper  is t h a t  accord ing  t o  an August 
1970 e s t i m a t e  t h e r e w e r e o n l y  4000 c u b i c  f e e t  of r e c o r d s  w i t h i n  t h e  
government. A p a r t i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h i s  pronounced twenty per-  
c e n t  growth r a t e  i n  l e s s  t h a n  t h r e e  y e a r s  i s  t h a t  i t  co inc ided  wi th  
t h e  assignment of c e r t a i n  f e d e r a l  f u n c t i o n s  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  

The Commissioner promulgated Records Management Regu la t ions  
on February G, 1973 a s  a  means t o  d e l e g a t e  s p e c i f i c  d u t i e s ,  l e g i t -  
imize  r e c o r d s  management p rocedures ,  and r e g u l a r i z e  t h e  framework 
i n  which t h e  programmed i s  t o  evo lve .  I s sued  pursuan t  t o  t h e  
Archives Ordinance, they  r e f l e c t  a n  or thodox and p ragmat ic  approach 
t o  r e c o r d s  management, c . h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of which is  t h e  appointment 
of depar tmen ta l  Records O f f i c e r s ,  t h e  impos i t ion  of a  schedu l ing  
d e a d l i n e  and t h e  i n a u g u r a t i o n  of an  i n t e r - d e p a r t m e n t a l  Records 
Management Committee. A s  an e x  o f f i c i o  member, t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r -  
c h i v i s t  a long  w i t h  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  T r e a s u r e r ,  D i r e c t o r  of Legal  
A f f a i r s  and A s s i s t a n t  Commissioner-Executive comprise th i -s  com- 
m i t t e e  which is  t o  promote, review and e v a l u a t e  a l l  a s p e c t s  encom- 
passed by r e c o r d s  management. 

Except f o r  d i r e c t  t r a n s f e r s ,  t h e  a c c r u a l  of p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  
by t h e  Archives  depends on s c h e d u l i n g ,  which guaran tees  c o n t r o l l e d  
flow of a c c e s s i o n s  and a s s u r e s  t h a t  t h o s e  c u r r e n t  r e c o r d s  of en- 
dur ing  v a l u e  w i l l  i n  t ime become p a r t  of t h e  Archives  h o l d i n g s .  
P u b l i c  r e c o r d s  i n t r o d u c e  an  added dimension t o  ind igenous  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  i n  t h a t  compared t o  what Yukoners have had a c c e s s  t o  
u n t i l  now t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n s  of p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  t o  d a t e  broadens  t h e  
spectrum and a f f o r d s  a lmost  l i m i t l e s s  r e s e a r c h  p o t e n t i a l .  

A v a i l a b l e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a  f l e x i b l e  t h i r t y  y e a r  r u l e ,  a r e  30 
cub ic  f e e t  of T e r r i t o r i a l  C e n t r a l  R e g i s t r y  F i l e s ,  [1898-19571 r e -  
l a t i n g  t o  s c h o o l s ,  r o a d s ,  Yukon e l e c t i o n s  and Game Branch a c t i v i -  
t i e s .  Department of T e r r i t o r i a l  S e c r e t a r y  and R e g i s t r a r  Generals  



records  c o n s i s t i n g  of v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  1915-46, p r o f e s s i o n a l  reg- 
i s t e r s  f o r  eng ineers ,  1906-10, phys ic ians  and surgeons,  1914-49, 
b a r r i s t e r s  and s o l i c i t o r s  1898-1949, and a  company and p a r t n e r s h i p  
d i r e c t o r y ,  1899-1953 have been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  Archives. A t  
p r e s e n t  Company R e g i s t r a t i o n  f i l e s ,  d a t i n g  from 1880 which a r e  no 
longer  a c t i v e  a r e  being scheduled f o r  the  Archives. Also r e c e n t l y  
accessioned a r e  25 cub ic  f e e t  of Dawson municipal  records  [1900-661 
which con ta in  c i t y  f i n a n c i a l  r ecords ,  counc i l  minu tes , sub jec t  cor- 
respondence f i l e s  and t a x  and assessment r e g i s t e r s ,  1902-56. 

Arrangements have been made wi th  t h e  Dominion Arch iv i s t  f o r  
t h e  r e t u r n  of about 40 cub ic  f e e t  of Yukon T e r r i t o r i a l  Government 
records t emporar i ly  depos i t ed  i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives i n  1959 and 
1958. Included i n  t h i s  t r a n s a c t i o n  a r e  General Correspondence 
F i l e s ,  1896-1934, regard ing  churches,  towns i tes ,  educa t ion ,  pos t  
o f f i c e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  mines and i n d u s t r i e s ,  su rveys ,  newspapers, 
e x h i b i t i o n s ,  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and government a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  Commis- 
s i o n e r ' s  O f f i c e  Le t te rbooks ,  1899-1902; Gold Commissioner's Of f ice  
Let terbooks 1899-1914 and i920-24 and Comptrol ler ' s  Of f ice  L e t t e r -  
books, 1899-1902. The Archives ,  through ano ther  agreement wi th  
t h e  P u b l i c  Archives ,  has  purchased microf i lm of Yukon Northwest 
Mounted Po l ice records  [1898-19511, composed of Dawson City L e t t e r -  
books, 1899-1905; General Yukon Orders 1898-1910; Daily J o u r n a l s  
from Bennet t ,  Dawson and Tagish,  1898-1900 and miscel laneous items 
such a s  Dawson Gaol Records, 1899-1903, Dawson Convict R e g i s t e r s ,  
1898-1900, v e s s e l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a t  Bennett and Tagish 1898 and 
s teamer passenger  l i s ts  1898-1900. The Archives a l s o  has  microf i lm 
of a  N.W.1I.P. r e g i s t e r  of t r a v e l l e r s  a long t h e  Yukon River 1901-03 
from t h e  Glenbow Archives. Actual ly  t h e  N.W.M.P. microf i lm is  only 
t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t  i n  a  procurement programme whereby the  Ar- 
ch ives  i n t e n d s  t o  earmark a  p o r t i o n  of i t s  annual  $13,000 acqu is i -  
t i o n s  budget each year  t o  o b t a i n  microf i lm of Yukon o r i e n t e d  sources  
i n  t h e  P u b l i c  Records Sec t ion  such a s  T e r r i t o r i a l  Court Records, 
1898-1906; Dominion Land Branch f i l e s  commencing i n  1897, and G.M. 
Dawson and Assoc ia tes  Geological  Survey Notebooks, 1887. 

Dawson Mining Recorders records  have been microfilmed and 
even though they a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y  f e d e r a l  r ecords  t h e  P u b l i c  Ar- 
chives  had concurred t h a t  they should b e  r e t a i n e d  h e r e  r a t h e r  than 
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Ottawa. A s  mining is  s o  interwoven w i t h  t h e  h i s -  
t o r y  and cont inued v i a b i l i t y  of t h e  T e r r i t o r y  t h e i r  r esearch  va lue  
i s  obvious. The Archives w i l l  be t h e  r e c i p i e n t  of approximately 
600 cub ic  f e e t  of Dawson mining records  1895-1971 a s  w e l l  a s  those  
from t h e  Whitehorse, Mayo and Watson Lake o f f i c e s  once they a r e  
f i lmed.  This  record  group has  two main s e r i e s ;  p l a c e r  and q u a r t z  
mining r e c o r d s ,  of which t h e  former i s  by f a r  t h e  most e x t e n s i v e  
covering a l l  t h e  creeks and t r i b u t a r i e s  i n  t h e  Klondike Gold F i e l d s .  
This  p l a c e r  s e r i e s  is f u r t h e r  subdivided i n t o  Appl ica t ions  f o r  
Grants ,  1898-1971; Regis te red  Documents, 1896-1971; Renewal Grants ,  
1933-71; C e r t i f i c a t e s  of Work, 1899-1906; Abs t rac t  Claim Record 
Books, 1896-1971; I n d i c e s  of O r i g i n a l  Locators ,  1896-1908; Free 
Miners C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  1897-1907; Royalty Ledgers, 1898-1909 and Water 
Rights  Record Books, 1900-63. 

A s  highwater marks i n  Yukon h i s t o r y ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
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Alaska Highway and t o  a  l e s s e r  degree  t h e  Canol P r o j e c t  i r r e v o c a b l y  
changed t h e  T e r r i t o r y .  The r e c o r d s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  Northwest 
s e r v i c e  Command, t h e  m i l i t a r y  agency e s p e c i a l l y  c r e a t e d  i n  1942 t o  
c a r r y  ou t  t h e s e  mammoth cmdertakings ,  a r e  i n  t h e  S t .  Louis Records 
Admin i s t r a t ion  Center .  Hopeful ly  t h e  Archives  w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  
purchase  mic ro f i lm of t h e s e  r e c o r d s  which embrace a  wide v a r i e t y  of 
i t ems ,  some of which a r e :  t h e  commanding o f f i c e r ' s  ' f i l e  book' on 
conversa t ions  wi th  Canadian o f f i c i a l s  about  t h e  Alaska Highway; 
' p o l i c y  books'  on t h e  Alcan and Canol p r o j e c t s ;  unpubl ished h i s -  
t o r i e s  of u n i t s  i n  t h e  Northwest D i s t r i c t ;  Whitehorse and Skagway 
Engineer ing D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e  r e c o r d s  and even a  f i l e  on Japanese  
ba l loon  i n c i d e n t s .  The Archives  has  a l r e a d y  purchased mic ro f i lm of 
t h e  American Consular Dispa tches  from Dawson 1898-1906 from t h e  
United S t a t e s  Na t iona l  Archives .  

With v i r t u a l l y  no p r i v a t e  manusc r ip t s  a t  i ts i n c e p t i o n  t h e  
Archives h a s  r e l i e d  on t h e  coopera t ion  of o t h e r  r e p o s i t o r i e s  t o  
s e c u r e  cop ies  of Yukon s o u r c e s .  The B r i t i s h  Columbia P r o v i n c i a l  
Archives has  s u p p l i e d  cop ies  of ove r  twenty n a t u r a i  u n i t s  i n  t h e  
form of Gold Rush d i a r i e s ,  s t ampeder ' s  accoun t s ,  and sundry e s t r a y s .  
From Glenbow t h e  Archives  h a s  purchased mic ro f i lm of t h e  Yukon 
Order of P ionee r s  h i s t o r i c a l  documents and paper s ,  1886-1922. The 
papers  of William O g i l v i e ,  former Commissioner o f  t h e  Yukon, 1898- 
1901 and Char le s  Cons tan t ine ,  who i n  1895 l e d  t h e  f i r s t  N.W.M.P. 
con t ingen t  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y ,  a r e  merely  two of more t h a n  t h i r t y  
Yukon r e l a t e d  e n t r i e s  t h a t  appea r  i n  P u b l i c  Archives  manuscr ipt  
group i n v e n t o r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  MG30. A s  t h e  P u b l i c  Archives  f a -  
vours  d i f f u s i o n  and d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of r e g i o n a l  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  
t h e  Archives hopes t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  c o p i e s  of t h e s e  paper s  t o  
supplement i t s  ho ld ings .  

The Yukon H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  on beha l f  of t h e  MacBride Museum 
i n  Whitehorse h a s  donated p r i v a t e  manusc r ip t s  and c o r p o r a t e  r e c o r d s  
i n  excess  of 25 cub ic  f e e t .  Near ly  h a l f  of t h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  em- 
bod ies  White Pass  and Yukon Route River  D i v i s i o n  r e c o r d s  i . e .  
s t e rnwhee le r  l o g  books, 1899-1951; summary l o g  book, 1901-05; s h i p s  
a r t i c l e s  and crew l i s t s ,  1904-46; d a i l y  p o r t  l o g  of S t .  Michael ,  
Alaska, 1914-23; s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  Annual Reports  on o p e r a t i o n s ,  
1902-35; C a p t a i n ' s  r e p o r t s ,  1906-27; monthly r e t u r n s  on a r r i v a l s  
and d e p a r t u r e s  of s t eamers  from Alaska and Yukon p o r t s ,  1915-34; 
Whitehorse me teoro log ica l  and a c t i v i t y  r e p o r t s ,  1902-56 and pe r -  
sonne l  r e c o r d s  1903-46. The remainder of t h e  dona t ion  i n c l u d e s  
Yukon Telegraph S e r v i c e  r e c o r d s ,  1899-1919; Whitehorse p o r t  reg-  
i s t e r ,  1901-19; p a p e r s  of t h e  Watt B r o t h e r s ,  Dawson f i n a n c i a l  and 
insu rance  a g e n t s ,  1905-19; t h e  scrapbook of Martha Louise  Black,  a  
n a t u r a l i s t  and Member of Pa r l i amen t ;  and r e c o r d s  of t h e  Whitehorse 
Chapter of t h e  A r c t i c  Brotherhood, 1901-03. 

From Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  t h e  Archives  h a s  r ece ived  t h e  
Henderson Family Papers  [1882-19471, Robert Henderson be ing  one of 
t h e  Contenders f o r  t h e  t i t l e  'D i scovere r  o f  t h e  ~ l o n d i k e ' ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  a s s o r t e d  Yukon Gold Company correspondence and dredging r e c o r d s ,  
1907-20. The Arcilives h a s  c o p i e s  of t h e  W.L. P'helps Papers ,  1904- 
40, a  Whitehorse lawyer and a t t o r n e y  f o r  Skookum J i m ,  ano the r  more 
j u s t i f i e d  c l a iman t  t o  t h e  t i t l e  'D i scovere r  of t h e  Klondike ' .  
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The i t ems  a l l u d e d  t o  i n  t h e  fo rego ing  pa ragraphs  a r e  in -  
d i c a t i v e  of t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  manuscr ipt  c o l l e c t i o n  a s  a  whole,  
which a l though  i n c r e a s i n g  a t  an a c c e p t a b l e  r a t e  is  unbalanced. As 
y e t  t h e r e  a r e  n o t  enough p r e  Klondike o r  n a t i v e  s o u r c e s ,  no r  i s  
t h e r e  s u f f i c i e n t  coverage of t h e  p e r i o d  between t h e  World Wars when 
t h e  Yukon was suspended i n  limbo. This  i s o l a t i o n  from t h e  main- 
s t r eam was such t h a t  t h e  c a t a s t r o p h i c  e f f e c t s  of t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  
dur ing  t n e  1930 's  nad a  n e g l i g i b l e  impact ,  i f  any,  i n  t h e  Yukon 
where they were viewed a s  i f  happening on ano the r  p l a n e t .  

Conscious of t h e  law of d imin i sh ing  r e t u r n s  t h a t  can a l l  t o o  
e a s i l y  occur  i n  a  manuscr ipt  c o l l e c t i o n ,  t h e  Archives  is  deve lop ing  
a  network of c o n t a c t s  p r i m a r i l y  through Yukoners' A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  
t h e  P a c i f i c  Northwest t o  avo id  t h i s  s t a t i c  p a t t e r n .  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  
i n  t h e  Yukon H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  and Yukon V i s i t o r ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  has  
produced a  number of donors a s  w e l l .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  annua l  
meet ing of t h e  Alaska H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l d  i n  Whitehorse i n  
1972 proved t o  b e  of mutual  b e n e f i t .  A copy l o a n  arrangement w i t h  
t h e  Oawson Museum f o r  t h e i r  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  a s  i s  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of t h e  Anglican Church d e p o s i t i n g  t h e i r  
e a r l y  d iocesan  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  Archives .  

The Archives  photograph c o l l e c t i o n ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  work of 
more t h a n  30 d i f f e r e n t  pho tographers ,  h a s  exper i enced  a phenomenal 
expansion.  It h a s  gone from z e r o  t o  where i t  is  now c l o s e  t o  5000 
p r i n t s  wi th  copy n e g a t i v e s  f o r  w e l l  ove r  h a l f .  A s  s h o t s  of s c e n e r y ,  
w i l d l i f e  and dog teams have been k e p t  t o  a  b a r e  minimum t h e  r e l a t i v e  
v a l u e  of numbers is  more meaningful .  

The photographs ,  a  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  which were t aken  between 
1898 and 1905,  v i s u a l l y  d e p i c t  t h e  halcyon days  of t h e  stampede and 
t h e  T r a i l  of '98  from Dyea and Skagway t o  Dawson. The o v e r a l l  scope 
of t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  spans  Yukon and su r round ing  communities,  s t r e e t  
scenes  and b u i l d i n g s ,  i n t e r i o r s  of b u s i n e s s e s  and homes; s o c i a l  l i f e  
and s p o r t s ;  v a r i e d  mining a c t i v i t i e s  and d redges ;  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
s t e r n w h e e l e r s ,  s t a g e l i n e s ,  road houses ,  a v i a t i o n ,  r a i l r o a d  and 
Alaska Highway c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  N.W.M.P.; Yukon p e r s o n a l i t i e s  and 
n a t i v e  people .  

From t h e  P u b l i c  Arch ives ,  Na t iona l  Museum, Glenbow and t h e  
A l b e r t a  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives  600 r e s e a r c h  and r e f e r e n c e  p r i n t s  have 
been purchased.  350 copy n e g a t i v e s  from t h e  Vancouver P u b l i c  Li- 
b r a r y  and 150 p r i n t s  from t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Washington S p e c i a l  Col- 
l e c t i o n s  S e c t i o n  have been acqu i red  w i t h o u t  any r e s t r i c t i o n s  what- 
soever  imposed on t h e i r  use .  A photograph exchange wi th  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Columbia P r o v i n c i a l  Archives  has  ga rne red  240 p r i n t s .  An even more 
l i b e r a l  d u p l i c a t e  exchange w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Washington h a s  
r e s u l t e d  i n  350 p r i n t s  from t h e  corpus  of E.A. Hegg's work. Around 
300 p r i n t s  and n e g a t i v e s  have been d e r i v e d  v i a  copy l o a n  w i t h  t h e  
MacBride Museum. Donations account  f o r  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  of t h e  ac- 
q u i s i t i o n s ;  t h e  t h r e e  l a r g e s t  be ing  1000 g l a s s  p l a t e s  of H.C.Barley, 
t h e  o f f i c i a . 1  photographer  f o r  t h e  White Pass  and Yukon Route; 370 
g l a s s  p l a t e s  of A. Vogee, 1897-1903, a  h i t h e r t o  unknown contemporary 
of Hegg and L a r s s  and Duclos; and 300 hand co loured  l a n t e r n  s l i d e s ,  
[1898-19351 which belonged t o  Martha Louise  Black. 



Since  January 1973 two photographs  accompanied by an explan-  
a t o r y  t e x t  have been i n s e r t e d  i n  t h e  Whitehorse Star each week a s  a  
s e r i a l  p i c t o r i a l  s a l u t e  t o  t h e  75th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of t h e  Klondike 
 old Rush. I n  a  s i m i l a r  v e i n ,  t h e  Archives  is  p r e p a r i n g  a  s e r i e s  
of t e n  one minute aud io  packages w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  s t i l l s  t o  b e  
t e l e c a s t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  on t h e  n o r t h e r n  t e l e v i s i o n  s e r v i c e  of t h e  
C.B .C .  

The Archives  newspaper c o l l e c t i o n  of ove r  f i f t y  s e p a r a t e  
mastheads has  reached t h e  s t a g e  where i t  now r i v a l s  t h e  photo- 
graphs a s  t h e  most f r e q u e n t l y  used s o u r c e ,  e x c l u s i v e  of i n p r i n t  
m a t e r i a l .  As can be  expec ted  t h e r e  i s  a  s p e c i a l  emphasis on Gold 
Rush paper s ,  w i t h  mic ro f i lm of t h e  Dawson News, 1899-1953; Yukon 
Sun, 1899-1904; Yukon World, 1904-09; Klondike Nugget, 1898-1903; - 
Whitehorse Star, 1901-16, and eve ry  o t h e r  Yukon newspaper enumer- 
a t e d  i n  t h e  C.L.A. ca ta logue  of Canadian Newspapers on Microf i lm.  

A s  a  t r u l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t ,  t h e  Gold Rush dur ing  1897- 
38 .--- ""a> o f t e n  f r o n t  page news i n  paper s  pi ib l lshed o u t s i d e  t h e  Ter- 

r i t o r y  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h o s e  c i t i e s  more d i r e c t l y  e f f e c t e d  by what 
was t r a n s p i r i n g  i n  t h e  Yukon. Consequently t o  augment l o c a l  cover- 
age t h e  Archives has  mic ro f i lm of t h e  fo l lowing  newspapers f o r  
those  y e a r s :  t h e  Edmonton B u l l e t i n ,  Vancouver P rov ince ,  V i c t o r i a  
Co lon i s t ,  S e a t t l e  Times, Sari Franc i sco  Examiner, Harpers Weekly, 
New York Herald and New York Tribune.  Other  Gold Rush paper s  --- 
worthy of n o t e  a r e  a  few s c a t t e r e d  i s s u e s  of t h e  Dyea T r a i l ,  1898, 
Skagway News, 1897, Klondike News, 1898, Bennet t  Sun, 1899 and 1900 
and microf i lm of t h e  A t l i n  Claim 1899-1908. 

Since t h e  C.L.A. mic ro f i lm of t h e  Whitehorse Star t e r m i n a t e s  
i n  1916 arrangements  have been made wi th  t h e  p u b l i s h e r  whereby t h e  
Archives w i l l  r e c e i v e  s h o r t l y ,  mocrofilm of t h e  paper  from 1917 t o  
1972. Na t iona l  H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e s  h a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  agreed t o  d e p o s i t  
o r i g i n a l s  of t h e  Dawson News, 1904-53 i n  t h e  Archives .  Newspapers -- 
from t h e  s m a l l e r  Yukon s e t t l e m e n t s  a r e  i n  t h e  Archives  a s  w e l l .  
While some, such a s  t h e  Faro Raven and C l i n t o n  Creek Rock F l u f f  
appear r e g u l a r l y ,  o t h e r s  a r e  s p o r a d i c  p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f t e n  amounting 
t o  no more than  an o c c a s i o n a l  mimeographed n e w s l e t t e r .  The Archives  
a l s o  s u b s c r i b e s  t o  t n e  Northern Miner,  Tundra Times from Fairbanks -- 
and t h e  News of t h e  North from Yel lowknife .  

Perhaps t h e  b e s t  c a p s u l e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  Archives  map 
c o l l e c t i o n  i s  ' adequa te  and improving ' .  It c o n t a i n s  t o p o g r a p h i c a l ,  
Geo log ica l  Survey, l a n d  u s e ,  town s u r v e y s ,  d e t a i l e d  c reek  and bench 
mining c l a im maps and s k e t c h e s .  Linen r o l l  maps of t h e  r o u t e  and 
e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  Klondike Mines Railway a long  Bonanza Creek and 
Sternwheeler  p i l o t ' s  n a v i g a t i o n a l  r o l l  c h a r t s  of t h e  Yukon Rive r  
a r e  among t h e  more v a l u a b l e  a s  i s  a  s e t  o f  f o u r  Alaska Boundary ' Tr ibuna l  A t l a s e s ,  1904. The Archives  has  only  a  very few a r c h i -  

1 t e c t u r a l  drawings and b l u e p r i n t s  of government b u i l d i n g s  e t c . ,  b u t  

j schedu l ing  of t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Highways and P u b l i c  Works Department 
1 r ecords  w i l l  r e c t i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  
i 

O r a l  h i s t o r y  has  become a  n e c e s s i t y  i n  many avenues of r e -  I sea rch .  This  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of n a t i v e  h i s t o r y  and f r o n t i e r  
l i f e  i n  t h e  Yukon. Almost a l l  of t h e  sourdoughs w i t h  p e r s o n a l  



memories of t h e  Klondike Gold Rush a r e  deceased b u t  f o r t u n a t e l y  a l l  
is  n o t  l o s t .  The Archives  h a s  t a p e s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  recorded i n  1950,  
of P a t s y  Henderson 's  t a l e  of t h e  'Discovery of Gold' and p ionee r  
merchants  C h a r l i e  Tay lo r  and B i l l  Drury recoun t ing  l i f e  i n  t h e  
e a r l y  days. Also on t a p e  i s  Robert S e r v i c e  r e c i t i n g  n i s  poe t ry  i n  
h i s  own i n i m i t a b l e  f a s h i o n .  The v e r b a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  and reminis-  
cences  o f  V i c t o r i a  Fau lkner ,  w i t h  over  70 y e a r s  cont inuous r e s idence  
i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y ,  44 of which were s p e n t  i n  government s e r v i c e  a s  
p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y  t o  9  Commissioners is  ano the r  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n .  

A n a t i v e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  programme on t h e  l i f e  and t imes of 
Skookum J i m ,  funded by an L . I .P .  g r a n t  and co-sponsored by Skookum 
J i m  Memorial F r i e n d s h i p  Cen t re  and t h e  Archives  has  been moderate ly  
s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  a  f i r s t  a t t empt .  Tapes and ha rd  copy t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  
o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w s  a r e  now i n  t h e  Archives .  The Yukon Na t ive  Broth- 
erhood and Yukon A s s o c i a t i o n  of Non S t a t u s  I n d i a n s  a r e  bo th  pros- 
s p e c t i v e  copy l o a n  s o u r c e s ;  t h e  former is  p r e s e n t l y  t a p i n g  s t o r i e s  
and legends t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  and t r a d i t i o n s  and 
t h e  i a t t e r  h a s  r ecorded  Land Claims Pleetings.  

A c o l l e c t i o n  of s e l e c t  promotional  and documentary f i l m s  
about  t h e  Yukon i s  w i t h i n  t h e  realm of  t h e  Archives .  P r i n t s  of 
two f e a t u r e  l e n g t h  co lour  f i l m s  w i t h  sound t rack  of t h e  Alaska High- 
way and Canol P r o j e c t s  s h o t  dur ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  have been purchased.  
When Richard F i n n i e ,  producer  and d i r e c t o r  of t h e s e  f i l m s ,  p a i d  a  
r e c e n t  v i s i t  t o  Whitehorse  a  ' p remie r '  showing a t t r a c t e d  an audi-  
ence  of ove r  a  thousand. Footage of s t e r n w h e e l e r s  p l y i n g  t h e  Yukon 
River  which ceased i n  1955 w i l l  b e  t h e  n e x t  major a c q u i s i t i o n .  

Displays  probably more than  any th ing  e l s e  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
Archives  p o p u l a r i t y .  A c o l l a g e  of a r c h i v a l  s o u r c e s  a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  
opening was w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by t h e  t h r e e  hundred peop le  i n  a t t endance .  
With a n  a r t  g a l l e r y  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  Archives  is  capab le  of 
mounting themat i c  d i s p l a y s  u t i l i z i n g  o r i g i n a l s ,  f a c s i m i l e s ,  blowups, 
s l i d e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and f i l m s .  A s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Klondilce Gold 
Rush an e x h i b i t  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  T r a i l  of ' 9 8  i s  s l a t e d  f o r  t h i s  sum- 
mer when Whitehorse w i l l  b e  inundated by t o u r i s t s .  A f t e r  v a c a t i o n  
season  i t  w i l l  t o u r  s e v e r a l  of t h e  s m a l l e r  wes te rn  Canadian c i t i e s .  

A s  an  a d j u n c t  t o  t h e  pr imary sources  t h e  A r c l ~ i v e s  ma in ta ins  
a  c o n s t a n t l y  expanding ' i n  house '  l i b r a r y  of some 2000 volumes of 
Yukon and n o r t h e r n  h i s t o r y  books,  t e c h n i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s ,  
economic and e thnograph ic  s u r v e y s ,  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  and s t a n d a r d  
r e f e r e n c e  works. The pamphlet c o l l e c t i o n  is  an impor tan t  segment 
of t h e  secondary sources  a s  a r e  government documents such a s  
Ordinances ,  annual  r e p o r t s ,  Votes and Proceed ings ,  J o u r n a l s  and 
S e s s i o n a l  Papers  of t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Counci l .  Besides  h a r d  copy, 
t h e  Archives  h a s  magnet ic  t a p e  of t h e  Votes and Proceedings  d a t i n g  
from 1963 when t h e  s e s s i o n s  were f i r s t  r ecorded .  On an annua l  sub- 
s c r i p t i o n  b a s i s  t h e  Archives  r e c e i v e s  s i x t y  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  and n o r t h e r n  p e r i o d i c a l s  and j o u r n a l s ,  many of which a r e  in -  
dexed i n  t h e  Boreal  I n s t i t u t e ' s  computer p r i n t  o u t  of Northern 
T i t l e s .  

Now wel l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  Archives  is  e n t e r i n g  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  
phase  where more s t a f f  t ime w i l l  b e  devoted t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of 



f ind ing  a i d s .  The d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  programme has t o  a  c e r t a i n  de- 
gree been d i c t a t e d  by t h e  t o t a l  environment i n  which t h e  Archives 
has t o  e x i s t ;  namely a  nor thern  resource community. Even without  
a  un ivers i ty  t o  draw upon t h e  Archives s t i l l  averages 5 researchers  
a  day, mostly l o c a l  amateur h i s t o r i a n s .  Others who a v a i l  them- 
se lves  of tile Archives holdings a r e  government and c i t y  administra-  
t o r s ,  high school t eachers  and s t u d e n t s ,  Native Brotherhood o f f i -  
c i a l s ,  mining engineers ,  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s ,  an thropolog is t s ,  geolo- 
g i s t s ,  genea log is t s ,  j o u r n a l i s t s  and au thors ,  f i l m  makers and i t i n -  
e r a t e  academics. Since opening t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e  over r e l i a n c e  on 
secondary sources has  diminished and t h e r e  has been a  n o t i c e a b l e  
upswing i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  of primary research .  Klondike 
'73  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  the  c r e a t i o n  of Kluane National  Park,  t h e  i n t e r -  
p r e t a t i v e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Gold Rush Park and t h e  h i s t o r i c  r e s t o r a t i o n  
of Dawson, a l l  add up t o  increased  usage of tile Archives. 

In  essence t h e  Yukon Archives i s  no t  a  dev ia t ion  from the  
norm, i t s  r 6 l e  is  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of a  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives. Em- 
ploying t!le Archives Ordinance a s  a  c r i t e r i a  t o  measure s u c c e s s ,  
what has been achieved i n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  per iod ,  compares very 
favourably with t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  s e t  out i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

I Plost people witu papers t:llnii of t ~ l e n  as  of l i t t l e  value.  
And y e t ,  t n e  papers on a;] inciiviciual, a  family,  a corporat ion or  an 

/ assoc ia t ion  a r e  o f t e n  of cons idcrah le  corisequencc t o  t!!e i i i s t o r i c a l  

I schola r .  Ihen  i t  is  a l l  s a i d  and l o n e ,  tile i n i i v i u u a l  or tiic sur -  
vivors  o f t e n  make some c f f o r t  t o  memorialize t.;ose wiio ,lave passed 
on. As an argument f o r  d e p o s i t i n g  papers  i l l  some a r c h i v a l  estau-  
l i s iment  one l o n g t i m e  a r c h i v i s t  :ias published t h e  following: 

I 
The only r e a l  dead a r e  those rrho a r e  fo rgo t ten .  (1) 

1 Louisiana History AIV, I ,  1973 p. 5. [con t r ibu ted  by 
John Andreassen, McGill Univers i ty  Arcnives.]  
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