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"L 'Af fa i r e  d e s  Manuscr i ts"  extended from mid-January t o  
mid-March of 1973. I t  began when t h e  M i n i s t e r  of C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  
of Quebec o rde red  t h e  implementat ion of a  c o n f i d e n t i a l  d i r e c t i v e  
which had been i s s u e d  on June 9 ,  1972. The d i r e c t i v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a  j u r i s d i c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n  between t h e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of t h e  B ib l io -  
thaque Na t iona le  and t h e  Archives  Na t iona les .  It gave t h e  A.N. 
f u l l  r i g h t s  t o  a l l  manuscr ipt  h o l d i n g s  under t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
m i n i s t r y ,  t h u s  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  B . N .  t o  g i v e  up i t s  manuscr ipt  col-  
l e c t i o n s  and r e s t r i c t  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  p r i n t e d ,  pub l i shed  worlcs.(l)  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  implementat ion of t h i s  d i r e c t i v e ,  t h e  
Chief L i b r a r i a n  of t h e  B . N . ,  M r .  Georges C a r t i e r ,  r e s i g n e d  on 
January 23rd.  He c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  r e t r a c t i o n  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  and,  
among o t h e r s ,  was suppor ted  by Jacques  HGbert, D i r e c t o r  of E d i t i o n s  
du J o u r ,  Luc-Andre B i ron ,  Consu l t ing  A r c h i v i s t ,  Hubert Pe r ron ,  
General  S e c r e t a r y  of l l A s s o c i a t i o n  Canadienne des  B i b l i o t h B c a i r e s  
de  Langue F r a n ~ a i s e  and Bernard Amtmann, a  Montreal  Rare Book 
Dealer .  The p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of l i b r a r i a n s ,  w r i t e r s  and 
p u b l i s h e r s  of Quebec a l s o  suppor ted  t h e  C a r t i e r  p o s i t i o n .  Th i s  
group o rgan ized  a  p u b l i c i t y  campaign i n  t h e  p r e s s ,  on r a d i o  and 
t e l e v i s i o n  and e v e n t u a l l y  pub l i shed  a  pamphlet e x p l a i n i n g  t h e i r  
cause . (2 )  The arguments p resen ted  concen t ra t ed  upon t h e  c l a s s i c  
l i b r a r i a n  - a r c h i v i s t  c o n f l i c t  ove r  t h e  t r ea tmen t  of manusc r ip t s ,  
t h e  incompetence of Quebec a r c h i v i s t s ,  t h e  l a c k  of dynamism a t  t h e  
Archives Na t iona les  and t h e  l e g a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  t r a n s f e r  of 
t h e  manusc r ip t s  f o r  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  o r  semi-publ ic  h o l d i n g s .  

1 The a c t u a l  t e x t  of t h e  d i r e c t i v e  h a s  remained conf i -  
d e n t i a l  a l though s e c t i o n s  of i t  were d i s c u s s e d  by M r .  Guy F r g g a u l t ,  
Deputy M i n i s t e r  of C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s ,  1,a P r e s s e  (24 Jan .  1973) ,  p.  
E  1 7 ,  and Le Devoir (24 Jan .  1973) ,  p.  7. 

2  A  complete l ist  of p r e s s  r e p o r t s  can be  found i n  t h e  
pamphlet by Gastan D o s t i e ,   affair^ & Manuscr i ts  ou La d i l a p i -  
d a t i o n  du p a t r i m o i n e  n a t i o n a l  (Montreal ,  E d i t i o n  du J o u r ,  1973) ,  -- 
PP. 89-93. 



The q u e s t i o n s  of manusc r ip t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and t h e  compe- 
t e n c e  of t h e  Archives  Na t iona les  have a l r e a d y  been d i s c u s s e d  i n  
a r t i c l e s  by Bernard Wei lb renner ,  A s s i s t a n t  Dominion A r c h i v i s t  and 
Andrz Vachon, Quebec A r c h i v i s t .  (3) Tnis  a r t i c l e  w i l l  t r e a t  t h e  
l e g a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  t r a n s f e r  upon o t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
p rov ince .  Th i s  l e g a l  i s s u e  i s  of pr imary importance s i n c e  t h e  
l a c k  of e x p l a n a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  powers confe r red  upon t h e  Ar- 
ch ives  Na t iona les  by B i l l  2 ,  "The C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Act", has  
l e f t  a  number of c u r a t o r s  uneasy concerning t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e i r  
ho ld ings .  

The group s u p p o r t i n g  C a r t i e r  e x p l o i t e d  tkiis uneas iness  t o  
t h e  f u l l e s t .  The pamphlet,  i n t roduced  and e d i t e d  by Ga i t an  D o s t i e ,  
l e f t  t h e  c l e a r  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of documents from t h e  
B ib l io thSque  N a t i o n a l e  would s e t  a  p receden t  which t h e  Archives  
N a t i o n a l e s  could u s e  t o  s e i z e  o t h e r  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  p rov ince .  
I n  p r e s e n t i n g  a  l i s t  of l i b r a r i e s  w i t h  manuscr ipt  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  
D o s t i e  no ted  t h a t ,  

... il e s t  2 p r e v o i r  q u ' e l l e s  devron t  s e  d g p a r t i r  
d e  l e u r s  fonds  de  manusc r i t s  au p r o f i t  d e s  Archives  
n a t i o n a l e s  s i  l e  m i n i s t s r e  v a  j u s q u ' a u  bou t  d e  l a  
log ique  q u ' i l  entend imposer ,  c a r ,  s i  l a  B ib l io -  
thsque Na t iona le  d o i t  G t r e  d e p o u i l l e e  d e  s e s  manu- 
s c r i t s ,  en v e r t u  d e  c e  p r i n c i p e ,  t o u t e s  b i b l i o -  
theques  subvent ionnEes p a r  l e  gouvernement quebecois  
d e v r a i e n t  s u b i r  l e  mzme s o r t . ( 4 )  

Besides  l i s t i n g  a  number of t h r e a t e n e d  l i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  Dos t i e  
p r i n t e d  l e t t e r s  o r  r e p o r t s  by Bernard Amtmann, Luc-Andre Biron and 
t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  Canadienne des  B i b l i o t h s c a i r e s  d e  Langue F r a n f a i s e .  
A 1 1  of them expanded upon t h e  danger  of c o n f i s c a t i o n  which was in -  
h e r e n t  i n  t h e  B i b l i o t h s q u e  Na t iona le  p receden t . (5 )  

A s  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of t i le m a n u s c r i p t s ,  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of 
C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s  c la imed t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  r e s u l t e d  from a  d e s i r e  
t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  i n e f f i c i e n t  and expens ive  d u p l i c a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a t  
i t s  two branch i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A f t e r  a  number of n e g o t i a t i n g  s e s -  
s i o n s ,  t h e  B i b l i o t h s q u e  N a t i o n a l e  and Archives  Na t iona les  had n o t  
been a b l e  t o  reach a s a t i s f a c t o r y  unders t and ing  on d i v i d i n g  co l -  
l e c t i o n s ,  a c q u i s i t i o n s  and purchases .  I n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h i s  break- 
down i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  t h e  f i n a l  d i v i s i o n s  were decided by t h e  Min- 
i s t r y .  The M i n i s t e r  of C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s ,  Plme. C l a i r e  Kirkland-  
Casgra in ,  d i v i d e d  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  of t h e  two i n s t i t u t i o n s  by 
merely e n f o r c i n g  t h e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e  B i b l i o t h s q u e  Na t iona le  du Quebec 
Law. I n  t h a t  law t h e  c h i e f  l i b r a r i a n  was g iven  t h e  r i g h t  t o  ac- 
q u i r e  "documents" which were d e f i n e d  a s  "any p u b l i c a t i o n  of any 
k ind  reproduced by p r i n t i n g  o r  any o t h e r  g r a p h i c  p r o c e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

3 Bernard Weilbrenner  on r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  manusc r ip t s ,  
Le Devoir (2  February 1973) ,  p.  4.  AndrE Vachon on t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  -- 
competence of B i b l i o t h s q u e  N a t i o n a l e  and t h e  Archives  N a t i o n a l e s ,  
La P r e s s e  ( 2  February l 9 7 3 ) ,  p.  A  4. -- 

4  D o s t i e ,  pp. 9-10. 
5  I b i d . ,  pp. 54-55, 73 and 74-75. 



phonographic and pho tograph ic  p r o c e s s e s .  "(6) Thus, t h e  B ib l io -  
thGque N a t i o n a l e  had never  possessed  t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  b u i l d  up 
a  manuscr ipt  c o l l e c t i o n .  

The l e g a l  b a s i s  o f  t h e  argument t h a t  manuscr ipt  c o l l e c t i o n s  
might e v e n t u a l l y  b e  t aken  from p r i v a t e  o r  semi-puol ic  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
was never  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t h e  Dos t i e  pamphlet.  I t  appear s  t o  have 
been based upon a  l o o s e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  
Law, however, nownere i n  t h a t  law i s  t h e r e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  s e i -  
zu re  of such ho ld ings .  The law is  based upon l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  
Mexico, France,  I t a l y  and I s r a e l  a s  w e l l  a s  upon r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  
of t h e  e x p o r t a t i o n  of a r t i f a c t s  by UhESC0.(7) As enac ted  on 8  J u l y  
1972, t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Law c r e a t e s  a  commission, t h e  Cul- 
t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Commission of Quebec, c o n s i s t i n g  of twelve members 
t o  b e  appo in ted  by t h e  Lieutenant-Governor i n  Counc i l . (8 )  Tn i s  
commission is  t o  p roceed ,  through i n s p e c t o r s ,  t o  recommend t h e  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of works of a r t ,  h i s t o r i c  p r o p e r t i e s ,  h i s t o r i c  
monuments o r  s i t e s  anda rchaeo log i ca lp rope r t i e s  o r  s i t e s  a s  "cul-  
Lural  pcupec t i e s" .  Ars:i ival c o l l e c t i o n s  a r c  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  cog- 
t e x t  of " h i s t o r i c  p r o p e r t i e s 1 ' ,  which t h e  law d e f i n e s  a s  "any manu- 
s c r i p t ,  p r i n t e d  i t e m ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l  document o r  man-made o b j e c t  
whose conse rva t ion  i s  of h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t ,  exc lud ing  an immov- 
a b l e . " ( 9 )  bnder t h e  terms of t h e  law,  once ho ld ings  a r e  c l a s s i -  
f i e d  a s  " c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t i e s "  they  may n o t  be  t r a n s p o r t e d  o u t s i d e  
t h e  p rov ince  of Quebec w i t h o u t  t h e  pe rmiss ion  of t h e  m i n i s t e r .  
They may no t  be d e s t r o y e d ,  a l t e r e d  o r  a l i e n a t e d  wi thou t  g i v i n g  
n o t i c e  t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r  and,  i f  o f f e r e d  f o r  s a l e ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  h a s  
p r i o r  r i g h t s  t o  purcnase  them a t  t h e  market p r i c e .  

The on ly  s e c t i o n s  of t h e  b i l l  wnich could l e n d  themselves  
t o  D o s t i e l s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  a r e  a r t i c l e s  30 and 5 1  ( a ) .  A r t i c l e  
30 s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  a l l  c l a s s i f i e d  c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t i e s  must b e  main- 
t a i n e d  i n  good c o n d i t i o n ,  h o t ~ e v e r  t h e  s a n c t i o n s  p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  
law do n o t  pe rmi t  t h e  o u t r i g h t  c o n f i s c a t i o n  of c l a s s i f i e d  pro- 
p e r t i e s  even i f  they a r e  no t  w e l l  mainta ined.  A r t i c l e  5 1  ( a ) ,  i n  
i t s  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  e x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  p rov ides  t h e  most p robab le  way 
of d e a l i n g  w i t h  such c a s e s .  Of c o u r s e ,  i n  l e g a l  terms even ex- 
p r o p r i a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a  j u s t  compensation f o r  t h e  owner and is  f a r  
from t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of s e i z u r e  r a i s e d  by D o s t i e .  

I n  f a c t ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  passage  of t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  
B i l l ,  speaker s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Assembly g e n e r a l l y  contended t h a t  
t h e  b i l l  gave t o o  l i t t l e  power t o  t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Com- 
miss ion.  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  commission had no decision-making 
a u t h o r i t y  and could merely recommend t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  

6 Loi de l a  B i b l i o t h s q u e  Na t iona le  du QuFoec, S.Q., 1967,  
c .24 ,  a r t .  1 ( c ) .  

7 Mme. C l a i r e  Kirkland-Casgrain ,  Debate on t h e  C u l t u r a l  
P r o p e r t i e s  B i l l ,  Second Reading, 4  J u l y  1972, J o u r n a l  des  Dsba t s ,  
Vol. X I I ,  no. 5 8 ,  p.  1844. 

8  B i l l  2 ,  Loi  s u r  l e s  b i e n s  c u l t u r e l s ,  a s s e n t e d  t o  8 J u l y  
1972, 3 r d  s e s s i o n ,  29th  L e g i s l a t u r e .  The French t e x t  of t h i s  law 
i s  p r i n t e d  i n  Archives  I=, pp. 50-64. 

9  I b i d . ,  a .  1 ( b ) .  



p r o p e r t i e s  t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r  was a t  tacked by Jean-Noel Tremblay , 
Yvon Brochu and Claude Charron. ( l o )  Jean-Noel Tremblay argued t h a t  
t h e  b i l l  would do n o t h i n g  t o  change t h e  b a s i c  problem of t h e  l a c k  
of budgets  a t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s .  He no ted  t h a t  even 
i f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  had p r e f e r e n t i a l  r i g h t s  t o  a c q u i r e  " c u l t u r a l  pro- 
p e r t i e s "  a t  t h e  t ime of t h e i r  s a l e ,  t h e  enormous p r i c e s  o f  such 
i tems would make i t  imposs ib le  t o  t a k e  advantagc of such l e g a l  
p r o v i s i o n s .  (11) Only a t  one p o i n t  i n  t h e  d e b a t e  d i d  Yvon Brochu 
ask  f o r  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  b i l l  w i t h  
r e s p e c t  t o  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  r i g h t s . ( l 2 )  The m i n i s t e r  d i d  n o t  r e p l y  
t o  Mr. Brochu 's  p o i n t .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  under t h e  p r e s e n t  laws t h e r e  appea r s  
t o  b e  no  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  of p r i v a t e  o r  semi-publ ic  
manuscr ipt  h o l d i n g s ,  t h e  impact of " l l A f f a i r e  d e s  manusc r i t s "  upon 
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  propagated a  c o n t r a r y  op in ion .  Due t o  t h e  i m -  
p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  propaganda, a  group of a r c h i v i s t s  and h i s t o r i a n s  
from t h e  Hont rea l  a r e a  met on A p r i l  25 th  t o  draw conc lus ions  and 
f u t u r e  p l a n s  from t h e  i s s u e s  r a i s e d .  Tire meet ing was h e l d  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t e  de  Montreal  and was p r e s i d e d  over  by M r .  F ranqo i s  
Beaudin, U n i v e r s i t y  A r c h i v i s t .  At t h e  meet ing Plr. Yvon Lamonde of 
t h e  French Canada S t u d i e s  Cen t re  a t  McGill r a i s e d  t h e  ve ry  r e a l  
problem of t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  q u e s t i o n  by t h e  
C a r t i e r  s u p p o r t e r s .  He no ted  t h a t  t h e  t r a n s f e r r i n g  o f  paper s  
which d e p o s i t o r s  had s p e c i f i c a l l y  donated t o  t h e  B ib l io thgque  
Na t iona le  had been s e e n  a s  an in f r ingement  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  choose 
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  where t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  were  t o  b e  p laced .  N e i t h e r  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  nor  t h e  A r c h i v i s t  had s u f f i c i e n t l y  exp la ined  t h e  
r easons  f o r  t h e  measure.  It  was on t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  l a c k  of 
unders t and ing  t h a t  Dos t i e  had c o n s t r u c t e d  h i s  argument t h a t  t h e  
p receden t  posed a  t h r e a t  t o  o t h e r  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  meet ing g e n e r a l l y  agreed t h a t  many 
p r i v a t e  l i b r a r y  and a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were preoccupied w i t h  
t h e  e v e n t u a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  be ing  c o n f i s c a t e d  under 
t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Law. Rev. Lucien Campeau, t h e  J e s u i t  h i s -  
t o r i a n ,  noted t h a t  t h e r e  was no  p rocedure  f o r  appea l  should t h e  
C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Commission judge t h a t  c e r t a i n  c o l l e c t i o n s  were 
n o t  adequa te ly  mainta ined and shou ld  b e  e x p r o p r i a t e d .  

I n  commenting upon t h i s  c r i t i c i s m ,  Mr. G i l l e s  H6on of t h e  
Archives  Na t iona les  s t a t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  Archives  n o r  B ib l io -  
thsque  N a t i o n a l e  c o n s t i t u t e d  s e p a r a t e  l e g a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s .  Both of 
them and bo th  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  belonged t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of 
C u l t u r a l  A f f a i r s .  He p o i n t e d  ou t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  
d i r e c t i v e  had been i s s u e d  on ly  a f t e r  t h e  f a i l u r e  of s e v e r a l  a t -  
tempts t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  of t h e  two i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  sugges ted  t h a t ,  having l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e  d i s -  
c u s s i o n ,  t h e  group shou ld  a d d r e s s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  M r .  Andre Vachon, 
Quebec A r c h i v i s t ,  e x p r e s s i n g  i t s  concern wi th  t h e  l a c k  of explan-  

10  Debate on t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  B i l l ,  S e c t i o n  Reading, 
4  J u l y  1972, J o u r n a l  d e s  DEbats,  X I I ,  58 ,  pp. 1846-47, 1851, 1857. 

11 I b i d .  , pp. 1848-49. 
12 I b i d .  , p. 1.853. 



a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  C u l t u r a l  P r o p e r t i e s  Law. There fo re ,  M r .  
Lamonde proposed a  t e x t  r e s o l v i n g  " t h a t  t h e  Archives  Na t iona les  du 
Quebec p rov ide  t h e  concerned o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( i i s s o c i a t i o n  des  Ar- 
c h i v i s t e s  du QuGbec, I n s t i t u t  d T H i s t o i r e  de  l 'Am6rique f r a n s a i s e ,  
Rare Book D e a l e r s ,  A s s o c i a t i o n  de p r o f e s s e u r s  d ' h i s t o i r e ,  Fed- 
e r a t i o n  des  Soci&tSs h i s t o r i q u e s  ...) w i t h  t h e  in fo rmat ion  neces- 
s a r y  t o  i n t e r p r e t  and unders t and  t h e  s e c t i o n s  of B i l l  2 which re -  
l a t e  t o  a r c h i v e s . "  It was unanimously adopted.  

On t h e  q u e s t i o n  of p r e p a r i n g  a  comprehensive r e p l y  t o  t h e  
Dos t i e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  was a  g e n e r a l  concensus t h a t  t h e  pamphlet 
con ta ined  s o  many c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  e r r o r s  and s t a t e m e n t s  t aken  ou t  
of con tex t  t h a t  a  r e p l y  would b e  s e l f - d e f e a t i n g .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  was 
r e so lved  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  r evue  Archives  should p r e p a r e  a  
s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  devoted t o  t h e  l a r g e r  i s s u e s  r a i s e d  by t h e  a f f a i r .  
It was f u r t h e r  r e so lved  t h a t  t h e  Quebec A r c h i v i s t ,  Plr. Andre Vachon, 
shou ld  be  i n v i t e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  i n  d e t a i l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a t t empts  t o  
n e g o t i a t e  t h e  problem of a r c h i v e s  and l i b r a r y  j u r i s d i c t i o n  w i t h  
t i le iurmrr d i rec to r  of Bibliot;i&qiie xatioiia:e. 

WORTH REPEMBERING 

l h e  p u n l i c a t i o n  of ari a rc l l ives  r e p o r t  p rov ides  an opportun- 
i t y  f o r  comment on t h e  n a t u r e  of h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s , a  s u b j e c t  which 
cannot oe t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  broug,it t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h o s e  WLIO 

produce o r  use  documents whether  of a  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  c h a r a c t e r .  
The p r o g r e s s  of an a r c h i v e s  agency i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  and p rese rva -  
t i o n  of h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  cannot b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  o r  a s s e s s e d  un- 
l e s s  i t  is based on a  knowledge of t h e  n a t u r e  of s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  
which a r e  r e q u i r e d  f o r  permanent r e f e r e n c e  purposes ,  i n c l u d i n g  
c u r r e n t  o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  by h i s t o r i a n s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s .  
Consequently,  a t  t n e  r i s k  of r e - i t e r a t i n g  comments i n  p rev ious  
r e p o r t s ,  i t  must b e  empnasized t h a t  t n e  most impor tan t  i i i s t o r i c a l  
r e c o r d s  a r e  t u o s e  documents which a r e  produced by a  government 
depar tment ,  a  p r i v a t e  o u s i n e s s ,  a  church,  a  c l u b ,  a  l abour  un ion ,  
indeed by any k ind  of o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  by an i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n  t h e  
course  of day t o  day b u s i n e s s .  The concept  t h a t  t h e  only v a l u a b l e  -- 
r e c o r d s  a r e  t h o s e  which t e l l  of cyc lones ,  r e b e l l i o n s ,  f l o o d s  , 
hangings ,  " f i r s t "  t h i n g s ,  " o l d e s t "  t h i n g s ,  "b igges tw t h i n g s ,  and 
s i m i l a r  unusual  phenomena i s  s t i l l  t o o  common. It is  a  concept  
which h a s  produced and i s  producing a  widespread d e s t r u c t i o n  of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r ecords  and r e f l e c t s  a  f a l s e  s e n s e  of values-- for  i t  
d e n i e s  t h a t  t h e r e  is  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and worth  i n  t h e  l i f e  and labour  
of t h e  mass of mankind. The h i s t o r i a n ' s  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  a s  v a r i e d  
and i n c l u s i v e  a s  t'ne problems and concerns  of every day l i f e ;  t h e  
a r c h i v i s t ' s  i n t e r e s t s  cannot  b e  l e s s  comprehensive. 

Saskatchewan Archives  Board, Four th  Report .  . . June  1, 1948 t o  Hay 31, 
1950, p .  7 .  




