
NEWS I N  BRIEF 

PUBLIC ARCHIVES OF CANADA 

HISTORICAL BRANCH: S ince  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  Annual Reports  is  be ing  
a c c e l e r a t e d  by t h e  PAC, i t  was f e l t  t h a t  an overview of t h e  Branch- 
e s '  a c t i v i t i e s  would be  more a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a n  a  d e t a i l e d  accoun t .  

TILLS ilds been a  Janus  y e a r  f o r  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Branch. We 
have looked backward over  100 y e a r s  of s t e a d y  growth c e l e b r a t e d  
i n  p a r t  by t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  and c a t a l o g u e  Archives:  Mi r ro r  of Canada 
P a s t ;  we a r e  look ing  forward t o  a  b r i g h t  f u t u r e  f o r  t h e  Na t iona l  - 
Film Arciiives D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  P u b l i c  Records D i v i s i o n ,  t h e  p roper  
c o n t r o l  of EDP a s  an a r c h i v a l  medium and t o  t h e  d i f f u s i o n  program 
which w i l l  b r i n g  our  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f a r  more peop le  i n  a  more a t t r a c -  
t i v e  way. These two l a s t  themes dese rve  some e l a b o r a t i o n .  

EUP ARCHIVES : For some time now i t  h a s  been apparen t  t h a t  t h e  
l a t e s t  newcomer t o  t h e  f ami ly  of a r c h i v a l  media i s  record  pro- 
duced by e l e c t r o n i c  d a t a  p r o c e s s i n g  (EDP) and t h a t  i t  h a s  been 
somewhat n e g l e c t e d ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t .  

Tn i s  y e a r  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Branch under took t h e  r e c o n s t i t u t i o n  
of d a t a  s e t s  and code books from t h e  raw d a t a  on punch ca rds  t h a t  
was produced f o r  t h e  Royal Commission on B i l i n g u a l i s m  and Bi- 
c u l t u r a l i s m .  I t  soon became c l e a r  t h a t ,  q u i t e  a p a r t  from miss ing  
e l ement s ,  h e r e  was a  v a s t  f i e l d  of in fo rmat ion  t h a t  was s u f f e r i n g  
s e v e r e  p h y s i c a l  damage n o t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  naked eye ( a  punch ca rd  
s l i g h t l y  d i s t o r t e d  by poor  s t o r a g e  w i l l  ue  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  com- 
p u t e r ) .  Yet t h i s  was unique i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n v a l u a b l e  f o r  compara- 
t i v e  s tudy  which could n o t  b e  ob ta ined  aga in .  

Michael C a r r o l l  was seconded from t h e  o l d  P u b l i c  Records 
S e c t i o n  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of t n e  Branch D i r e c t o r  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h i s  
p r o j e c t  and a l s o  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Branch on t h e  EDP Records Manage- 
ment Guide l ine  s t u d y  team which h a s  a l r e a d y  produced s e v e r a l  d r a f t  
r e p o r t s  wi tn  profound i m p l i c a t i o n s .  I t  is  p robab le  t h a t  EDP r e c o r d s  
of permanent v a l u e  w i l l  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  t ime t o  a  Data  Archives  
Div i s ion .  The Branch w i l l  t h e n  encompass eve ry  a r c h i v a l  media 
p r e s e n t l y  i n  use  and look  forward t o  a  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
holography a s  t h e  n e x t  world  t o  conquer! 

THE DIFFUSION PROGRAM: This  program is t h e  r e sponse  of t h e  Branch 
t o  t h e  d e c l a r e d  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e ,  
where p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  n a t i o n .  



There  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  n o t h i n g  new about  d i f f u s i o n .  Pub l i ca -  
t i o n s ,  e x l i i b i t i o n s  and i n t e r - l i b r a r y  l o a n  of mic ro f i lm have been 
p a r t  of t h e  s e r v i c e  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  T h e  new program is r e a l l y  

e x t e n s i o n  wliich can be d e s c r i b e d  under f i v e  heads:  

E x h i b i t i o n s  of l i m i t e d  s i z e  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  mobi le  t o  t r a v e l  
a c r o s s  Canada. Disp lay  of o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  be r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  t h e  major museums and g a l l e r i e s .  Dup l i ca tes  and f a c s i m i l e s  
w i l l  e n t e r  a  more g e n e r a l  d i s p l a y  network. 

u e p o s i t  o f  mic ro f i lm i n  t i le t e n  P r o v i n c i a l  Arcnives  which w i l l  
c o n s i s t  of t h e  e a r l i e r  Prime papers  and f i n d i n g  
a i d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  newly-filmed p u b l i c  r e c o r d s  and f i n d i n g  
a i d s  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n s  of Canada. 
For example, immigra t ion  r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  P r a i r i e  P r o v i n c e s ,  
U ~ p e r  Canada s u n d r i e s  f o r  O n t a r i o ,  s e i g n e u r i a l  documents f o r  
Quebec. The new m i c r o f i l m  w i l l  b e  16mm and a  mic ro f i lm r e a d e r  
has  been d i s p a t c h e d  t o  e a c ~ i  of t n e  P rov inces  t o  supplement 
l o c a l  r e s o u r c e s .  

P u b l i c a t i o n  of a  s e r i e s  of volumes (some of which a r e  i n  con- 
ju r i c t ion   wit^^ e ~ ~ i i b i t i o n s )  p r e f a c e d  by s h o r t  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  
w:iic~i w i l l  p r e s e n t  pr imary t e x t  complemented by p i c t o r i a l  r e -  
co rd  i n  an  e x c i t i n g  mix des igned  t o  appea l  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  rsrlo 
is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a p p r e c i a t i n g  h i s t o r y  and ti le h i s t o r i c a l  r e -  
cord w i t h o u t  t o o  much of t i ie I l i s t o r i a n ' s  g l o s s .  

The p u i i l i c a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  i n v e n t o r i e s  and l i s t i n g s  of mzps on 
s e l e c t e d  themes such  a s  township s u r v e y s ,  county maps arid 
o i r d ' s - e y e  vicrrs wit11 s u p p o r t i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  and mic ro f i lm.  

The p u b l i c a t i o n  of 35mm co loured  s l i d e s .  

The invo lvemer~ t  of t i ie l j i v i s i o n s  i n  tiiis program w i l l  oe . . 

f l e x i b l e  and w i l l  va ry  from y e a r  t o  y e a r .  

The d i f f u s i o n  program is  designed t o  appea l  t o  t h e  s c h o l a r  
t inougli  mic ro f i lm and f i n d i n g  a i d  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  t h e  r e s p o n s i v e  
r e a d e r  tiirough t h e  t e x t  arid p i c t o r i a l  r ecord  p u b l i c a t i o n  and tile 
g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  through t h e  e x i i i b i t i o n s .  It is  hoped t i l a t  through 
t h e  uui ld-up o f  PAC mic ro f i lms  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  d r c i ~ i v e s ,  s c h o l a r s  
w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  s t u d y  PAC r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  con tex t  of P r o v i n c i a l  
s o u r c e s ,  r r i thou t  having t o  v i s i t  Ottawa i n  tile f i r s t  i n s t a n c e .  An 
e x t e n s i o n  of t h i s  concept  would a l s o  s e e  cop ies  of P r o v i n c i a l  
f i n d i n g  a i d s  i n c r e a s i ~ ~ g l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  PAC t o  suppor t  t h e  
s p e c i a l i z e d  i n t e r e s t s  of s t a f f  and s c h o l a r s  a l i k e .  

THL FL'lURE: Tile Branch i s  deeply involved i n  a  network of pro- 
grammes bo th  f a m i l i a r  and new. Tile P i c t u r e  D i v i s i o n  nas r e c e i v e d  
s p e c i a l  prominence h i s  y e a r  because a  g r e a t  d e a l  t n a t  has  g e s t a t e d  
over  a  long p e r i o d  h a s  now come t o  f r u i t i o n  i n  a  wide range of 
a c t i v i t y .  A s  a  r e s u l t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  is  now b e t t e r  po i sed  t o  respond 
t o  an e s c a l a t i n g  p u b l i c  demand - always provided t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i o ~ ~  
and reprography can heep pace.  



Fears  nave been expressed  t h a t  t h e  Brancn i s  moving t o o  
f a r ,  t oo  f a s t ,  i n  t o o  many d i r e c t i o n s  bu t  t h e  f a c t  is  we a r e  be ing  
ga the red  up i n  a  n a t u r a l  impetus which moved s lowly dur ing  t h e  
f i r s t  n i n e t y - f i v e  y e a r s  of t h e  P u b l i c  Archives  and much more r ap id -  
l y  ove r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e .  There a r e  t n o s e  who a s h  where we a r e  head- 
i n g  b u t  t h e  t r u t h  is we cannot  measure p r o g r e s s  i n  a  l i n e a r  way 
any more. Time was when D i v i s i o n s  c a r r i e d  ou t  t r a d i t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  
w i t n i n  t h e i r  own s e p a r a t e  o r b i t s  and g e n t l y  expanded. They aimed 
t o  become l a r g e r  s o  a s  t o  p rocess  more m a t e r i a l  and provide a  
b e t t e r  s e r v i c e .  This  was t n e  " d i r e c t i o n "  i n  which t h e  P u b l i c  k r -  
c n i v e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  "headed", and we have j u s t  c e l e b r a t e d  a  no t -  
a u l e  cen tu ry  of t r a v e l  i n  t h i s  manner, w i t n  a  s u c c e s s i o n  of Domin- 
i o n  Arc l i iv i s t s  p e r s o n a l l y  c h a r t i n g  t n e  c o u r s e  and talcing most of 
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e .  

Almost i m p e r c e p t i b l y ,  however, l i n e a r  development h a s  begun 
t o  d i s s o l v e  i n t o  a  more complex p a t t e r n .  The Sys temat i c  Na t iona l  
A c q u i s i t i o n  Program (SWAP) saw members of t i le Manuscript Div i s ion  
becoming involved i n  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  a c q u i s i t i o n  of manuscr ipts  a t  
tile f e d e r a l  l e v e l ;  r e l a t i v e l y  j u n i o r  a r c L i v i s t s  began running 
t h e i r  own programs and making r e s p o n s i b l e  d e c i s i o n s  a s  never  oe- 
f o r e ,  w h i l e  encoun te r ing  u n f a m i l i a r  media such a s  photographs  and 
s o  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware of t n e  work of o t h e r  D i v i s i o n s .  
:ieanwhile t h e  c l i e n t e l e  of t h e  PAC a l s o  began t o  cnange; t h e  h i s -  
t o r i a n  and g e n e a l o g i s t s  were j o i n e d  by many o t h e r  "lists", t h e  
p r e s s ,  r a d i o ,  f i l m  and TV tu rned  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  t ~ l e  P i c t u r e  
3 i v i s i o n ;  urban s t u d i e s  c rossed  a l l  d i v i s i o n a l  bounds; t h e  g e n e r a l  
p u b l i c  began t o  show an i n t e r e s t  i n  e x h i b i t s  r e q u i r i n g  i n p u t  by 
rhe  Granch a s  a  whole. The D i v i s i o n s  could no longer  remain s e l f -  
s u f f i c i e n t  and i n e v i t a b l y  t r iere  have been some "boundary d i s p u t e s " .  

k t  a  more p h i l o s o p h i c a l  l e v e l ,  t n e o r i e s  of knowledge were 
a l s o  changing. Almost impercep t ib ly  we were being t a u g h t  t o  r e -  
engage a l l  our  s e n s e s .  The age of t h e  p e r s o n a l  encoun te r ,  t h e  r a p  
s e s s i o n ,  s e n s i t i v i t y  groups,  env i ronmenta l  s t u d i e s  and consumerism 
a r e  a l l  a s p e c t s  of a  new p e r s o n a l  involvement i n  s o c i e t y  m i c h  de- 
manded n o t  on ly  knowledge but e x p e r i e n c e s ,  "l~appenings".  I n s t e a d  
of "maliing p rogress"  o r  "heading" i n  a  s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n  we t r y  
t o  touch a c  a l l  p o i n t s ,  t o  make c o n t a c t s  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  t o  
communicate. The g i v i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  of in fo rmat ion  i s  no l o n g e r  
l i n e a r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  by memo and l e t t e r  ( a l though  t h e s e  a r e  s t i l l  
used f o r  t h e  r ecord )  a s  much a s  by ti le t e l ephone ,  t h e  computer 
and t e l e v i s i o n  a s  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of o u r  whole nervous system re -  
q u i r i n g  he igh tened  awareness and f a c t  r e a c t i o n s .  This  whole c l i m a t e  
p l a y s  havoc w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  b u r e a u c r a t i c  p r o c e s s e s ;  t i d y  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n a l  cha ins  of command a r e  thrown i n t o  d i s a r r a y ;  a p p a r e n t l y  
s e c u r e  peop le  o f t e n  become u n c e r t a i n  and d e f e n s i v e  a s  r u l e s  change 
r a p i d l y  and s t r u c t u r e s  g i v e  way t o  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  whicn we must 
a c t u a l i z e  o u r s e l v e s  i f  we a r e  t o  l i v e  and t h r i v e .  

We a r e  a l l  l e a r n i n g  t o  respond t o  m u l t i p l e  s i t u a t i o n s  a s  
t h e  P u b l i c  Archives  becomes t o t a l l y  involved i n  t h e  i n • ’  ormat ion 
and conse rva t ion  b u s i n e s s .  This  may a t  f i r s t  seem l i k e  a  l o s s  of 
d i r e c t i o n  and c o n t r o l b u t  only  i f  we r e t a i n  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  view of 
our  r c l e .  



What then  shou ld  our  g o a l  be?  The concept  of "onward and 
upward" w i t h  mounting a c q u i s i t i o n s  e n d l e s s l y  chas ing  s t e e l  s h e l v i n g  
and f i n d i n g  a i d s  fo l lowing  (more o r  l e s s )  c l o s e  behind is  c e r t a i n l y  
inadequa te .  There i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  s t i l l  much t h a t  we must s a v e  i n  
an on-going program of permanent r e t e n t i o n  and a c q u i s i t i o n  b u t  our  
f i n a l  aim s i ~ o u l d  b e  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and a v a i l -  
a b i l i t y  f o r  r e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  Canadian documentary r ecord  
wherever i t  may be.  I n  t h i s ,  t h e  recognized r e p o s i t o r i e s  w i l l  b e  
our  p a r t n e r s  a s  we s h a r e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  custody and c o n t r o l ,  b u t  we 
shou ld  t a k e  t h e  l e a d  i n  a r t i c u l a t i n g  f i n d i n g  a i d s ,  m i n i a t u r i z i n g  
and d i s t r i b u t i n g  c o p i e s  of our  ho ld ings  and g i v i n g  a i d  t o  s m a l l  
r e p o s i t o r i e s  l a c k i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a f f  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n s  
can b e  examined and e v a l u a t e d .  We w i l l  have an i n c r e a s i n g  o b l i g a -  
t i o n  t o  d i f f u s e  in fo rmat ion  through p u b l i c a t i o n s  and e x ~ ~ i b i t i o n s ,  
v ideo tape  and t e l e v i s u a l  d i s p l a y ,  t h e  c a s s e t t e  and t h e  on- l ine  
t e r m i n a l ,  t o  c r e a t e  a  whole new i n t e r - r e l a t e d  environment - t h e  
r e t r i e v a b l e  p a s t  - which w i l l  n o t  be  j u s t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t ,  a s  
i r  was once urlcierstood. 

THE 1972 ARCHIVES COURSE: T h i r t e e n  s t u d e n t s  were accep ted  and a l l  
completed t h e  course  whicn was h e l d  from 5 September t o  6 October 
and was sponsored j o i n t l y  by t h e  PAC and t h e  Archives  S e c t i o n  of 
t h e  Canadian H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  Tile course  was designed t o  
a s s i s t  t h o s e  wi th  a t  l e a s t  one y e a r ' s  exper i ence  i n  t h e  a r c h i v a l  
p r o f e s s i o n  t o  o b t a i n  a  broad t r a i n i n g  i n  a r c h i v a l  p r i n c i p l e s  and 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s .  

The seminar  approach was con t inued  a s  b e f o r e  and t a e  f i r s t  
s i x  days given over  t o  a r c h i v a l  media "immersion" i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  P u b l i c  Arcliives.  I n  t h i s  way t h e  s t u d e n t s  were 
exposed t o  t h e  c o n t r a s t s  and s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  t echn iques  and became 
aware of t h e  i n t e r r e l a t e d n e s s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  media when s e e n  i n  
terms of in fo rmat ion .  The c o u r s e  t e rmina ted  w i t h  an examinat ion.  
Michael C a r r o l l  was t h e  co -o rd ina to r .  

BRITISH COLUKBIA 

UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA LIBRARY, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DIVISION 
New a c c e s s i o n s  of n o t e  inc luded  New Democratic P a r t y  of B r i t i s h  
Columbia r e c o r d s ,  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n  of Labor r e c o r d s  ( a d d i t i o n ) ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union of Mine, M i l l  and Smel ter  Workers (Canada). 
Local  598 r e c o r d s ,  F. Henry Johnson p a p e r s ,  and Harry Hawthorn 
papers  ( a d d i t i o n ) .  

The U n i v e r s i t y  of B r i t i s h  Columbia Arch ives ,  i n  con junc t ion  
w i t h  Reynoldston Research and S t u d i e s  is  worhing on two Ora l  H i s -  
t o r y  programmes. The f i r s t ,  E a r l y  H i s t o r y  of U . B . L . ,  c o n s i s t s  of 
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  former s t u d e n t s  and f a c u l t y  of U . B . C . ;  t h e  second ,  
commissioned by t h e  Combined S e r v i c e s  T r u s t  Committee of U.  B.  C .  , 
w i l l  b e  an Ora l  H i s t o r y  of t h e  L.O.T.C. and r e l a t e d  bod ies  on t h e  
campus. 
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