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I. The Status of Cartographic Materials in Archives 
and Libraries. 

When speaking of "cartographic materials" the first 
associated items that come to mind are maps; however, 
other materials also form a part of this description and 
include such graphic representational materials as charts, 
plans and architectural and engineering drawings. While 
some of these items do not conform to the meaning of the 
word "cartographic" they can and should be discussed 
along with purely cartographic materials owing to their 
format. Therefore the ideas and theories set forward 
here apply to all the above related or physically similar 
materials. 

The status of maps in repositories around the world 
has been one of confusion 7s to which institutions, 
archives or libraries, should be responsible for their 
collection and retention. The result of this confusion 
has been the duplication and fragmentation of collections 
as both types of institutions have considered maps their 
responsibility. The obvious example that comes to mind 
is the situation in the United States where the National 
Archives and Records Centre collect current, government 
Produced maps while the Library of Congress collects 
"archival" or early maps and plans of historical impor- 
tance. This dichotomy has to be seen as somewhat ludi- 
crous and extremely costly. In France the same situation 
exists, with the Bibliotheque Nationale collecting all 
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manner  o f  e a k l y  a n d  c u r r e n t  c a r t o g r a p h i c s  w h i l e  t h e  
A r c h i v e s  N a t i o n a l e s  m a i n t a i n s  i t s  own c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  
c o m p e t e s  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i o t h e q u e  N a t i o n a l  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  
a c q u i s i t i o n s .  C a n a d a ' s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  e v e n  m o r e  c o n f u s i n g  
w i t h  m o s t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  e a r l y  maps r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  
s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n  rooms  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  o t h e r  l i b r a r i e s  
w h i l e  c e r t a i n  p r o v i n c i a l  a r c h i v e s  a l s o  h o l d  map c o l l e c t i o n  
A t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  o n e  f i n d s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Map C o l l e c t i o  
a  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  C a n a d a ,  c o l l e c t i n g  
t h e  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d  o f  Canada  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  
i n  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  no  l e s s ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  L i b r a r y  f e e l s  
c o m p e l l e d  t o  a m a s s  i t s  own map c o l l e c t i o n .  How d i d  t h i s  
c o n f u s e d  s i t u a t i o n  d e v e l o p  a n d  why i s  i t  a l l o w e d  t o  c o n -  
t i n u e ?  

The b a s i c  d i f f i c u l t y  a r i s e s  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e  
a n d  f o r m a t  o f  maps a n d  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l s  l i k e  t h e m .  B e c a u s e  
a  map o f t e n  i s  p r i n t e d  i t e m ,  u s u a l l y  h a v i n g  a n  a u t h o r ,  
p u b l i s h e r ,  p r i n t e r ,  d a t e  a n d  t i t l e ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  
l i b r a r i a n ' s  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  c a r t o g r a p h i c  i t e m s  s h o u l d  b e  
d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  same manner  a s  a n y  o t h e r  p r i n t e d  w o r k .  
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The f a c t  t h a t  some maps d o  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  s i m i l a r  
t o  b o o k s  h a s  e v e n  t e n d e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  some a r c h i v i s t s  t h a t  
maps b e l o n g  i n  l i b r a r i e s .  However ,  a s  T . R .  S c h e l l e n b e r g  
h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  t h e  l i b r a r i a n ,  a n d  i n  some c a s e s ,  t h e  
a r c h i v i s t ,  h a s  i g n o r e d  t h e  r e a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  maps a n d  
h a s  o v e r l o o k e d  t h e  " . . .  m e t h o d s  o f  map c o m p i l a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  map p r i n t i n g  
and book  p r i n t i n g . " 2  The same s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  i n  a r c h -  
i v e s  t h a t  h o l d  maps .  W h i l e  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  o f t e n  r e c o g -  
n i z e s  t h a t  a  map may h a v e  v a l u e  a s  a h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t ,  
h e  d o e s  n o t  know how t o  d e a l  w i t h  i t  a s  i t  d o e s  n o t  c o n -  
f o r m  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  c u t  f o r  t e x t u a l  r e c o r d s . 3  

As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  i g n o r a n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  b o t h  
l i b r a r i a n s  a n d  a r c h i v i s t s ,  t h e  map h a s  become a  " s t e p  
c h i l d "  i n  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  r e c o r d s ,  n e v e r  r e a l l y  k n o w i n g  
w h e r e  i t  b e l o n g s  o r  who s h o u l d  t a k e  c a r e  o f  i t .  When 
i t  d o e s  f i n d  a  home i t  i s  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  t r e a t e d  
s h a b b i l y  a n d  c o n s i g n e d  t o  some d a r k  and  d i s m a l  d r a w e r  i n  
t h e  r e c e s s e s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  C a r t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s  "... h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a n d  f o r g o t t e n  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  f o r m  r a t h e r  t h a n  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  
c o n t e n t ,  p u r p o s e  a n d  o r i g i n " . 4  A s  L o u i s  De V o r s e y  h a s  

'T.R. S c h e l l e n b e r g ,  The Management o f  A r c h i v e s ,  C o l u m b i a  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  New Y o r k ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p .  303 .  

Ibid. 
Herman R. F r i i s ,  " C a r t o g r a p h i c  a n d  R e l a t e d  R e c o r d s :  What 

a r e  t h e y ,  How h a v e  t h e y  b e e n  P r o d u c e d  a n d  w h a t  a r e  p r o b l e m  
o f  t h e i r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " ,  A m e r i c a n  A r c h i v i s t ,  v o l .  1 3 ,  
n o .  2 ,  A p r i l  1 9 5 0 ,  p .  1 3 8 .  

I b i d .  - 
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s t a t e d  ' I . . .  i t  i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
maps h a v e  o f t e n  r e c e i v e d  l o w  p r i o r i t y  a t t  n t i o n  when 
compared t o  more  c o n v e n t i o n a l  d o c u m e n t s " .  
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The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  a s  t o  t h e  p r o p e r  t r e a t -  
ment t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  a c c o r d e d  maps h a s  b e e n  t h a t  a r c h i v i s t s  
and l i b r a r i a n s  h a v e  s i m p l y  t r e a t e d  maps a s  t h e y  would  
d o c u m e n t s  a n d  b o o k s ,  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  
a t  home. T h i s  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  a s  maps ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  
v e r y  e a r l y  o n e s ,  d e s e r v e  a  b e t t e r  f a t e  t h a n  b e i n g  i g n o r e d  
o r  lumped i n  w i t h  t o t a l l y  a l i e n  m a t e r i a l  o f  a n o t h e r  
c h a r a c t e r  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  o f  a  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r  
f a m i l i a r i t y  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h o s e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e i r  
c a r e .  U n t i l  a r c h i v i s t s  a n d  l i b r a r i a n s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  maps a s  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  u n t i l  t h e y  l e a r n  
t h a t  maps a r e  d i s t i n c t  e n t i t i e s  d i s s i m i l a r  f r o m  b o o k s  o r  
t e c t u a l  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  c o n f u s e d  s t a t u s  o f  c a r t o g r a p h i c  
c o l l e c t i o n s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  
r e c o r d  r e t e n t i o n  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

11. The C o l l e c t i o n  o f  C a r t o g r a p h i c  M a t e r i a l s  a s  a n  
A r c h i v a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

M u l l e r ,  F e i t h  a n d  F r u i n  s t a t e  i n  t h e i r  Manua l  for 
t h e  A r r a n g e m e n t  and D e s c r i p t i o n  of A r c h i v e s  t h a t  " t h e r e  
i s  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  r e a s o n  t o  e x c l u d e  ... maps f r o m  t h e  
a r c h i v a l  c ~ l l e c t i o n " . ~  I n d e e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  r e a s o n s  
why c a r t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s  s h o u l d  f o r m  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
of a n  a r c h i v a l  c o l l e c t i o n .  The b a s i c  and  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  maps  o f t e n  a r e  d o c u m e n t s  t h a t  c o n t a i n  a n  
a m a z i n g  amount  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  d a t a .  I n  some c a s e s  maps 
p r o v i d e  more  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  t h a n  d o  d o c u m e n t s  o f  
a n o t h e r  n a t u r e .  W i l l i a m  F .  Ganong h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  "Maps 
a r e  t h e  g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  w h i c h  g e o g r a p h y  
h a s  e x e r t e d  upon  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s t o r y ,  o f  t h e  p r o g r e s s  
o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d  s e t t l e m e n t ,  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  p r e s e n t  
d a y  p o l i t i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s ;  and  n o t  r a r e l y  t h e y  c o n t r i b u t e  
new k n o w l e d g e  w h e r e  o t h e r  r e c o r d s  a r e  w a n t i n g  a n d  s e t t l e  
q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  w i t h o u t  tkiem would  r e m a i n  i n  d o u b t " . '  

Maps a n d  r e l a t e d  c a r t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s  o f t e n  h o l d  a  
w e a l t h  o f  i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  . 
of  t h e  a r c h i v i s t ' s  a n d  l i b r a r i a n ' s  i g n o r a n c e  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  t h e y  h a v e  r a r e l y  b e e n  s t u d i e d  i n  g r e a t  - 
5 

L o u i s  De V o r s e y  J r . ,   h he N e g l e c t  o f  C a r t o g r a p h i c  
S o u r c e s " ,  p a p e r  d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a n  
H i s t o r i a n s  C o n f e r e n c e ,  A p r i l  1 2 , 1 9 7 3 ,  p . 1 6 .  
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Samuel  M u l l e r ,  J . A .  F e i t h  a n d  R . F r u i n ,  Manua l  f o r  t h e  
A r r a n g e m e n t  a n d  D e s c r i p t i o n  o f  A r c h i v e s ,  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
2nd e d i t i o n  by A . H .  L e a v i t t ,  W i l s o n ,  New Y o r k ,  1 9 6 8 , p . 1 4 .  - 
I 

W i l l i a m  I?. Ganong,  "A Monograph o n  t h e  C a r t o g r a p h y  o f  
New B r u n s w i c k " ,  T r a n s a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  S o c i e t y  o f -  
C a n a d a ,  S e c t i o n  11, 1 8 9 7 ,  p . 2 .  



d e p t h .  A s  a  consequence ,  h i s t o r i a n s  have  a l s o  i g n o r e d  
t h e  u s e  of  maps i n  t h e  s t u d y  of  h i s t o r y .  Many have  d i s -  
m i s sed  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  a s  b e i n g  "dange rous" ,  o r  "... 
t o o  e s o t e r i c ,  t o o  i n t r a c t i b l e  o r  t o o  e n d e m i c a l l y  i n c o n -  
s i s t e n t  t o  m e r i t  h i s t o r i c a l  a t t e n t i ~ n " . ~  C e r t a i n l y  
some of  t h e s e  l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r s  a r e  e v i d e n t  i n  maps b u t  
s u r e l y  no  l e s s  o r  no more s o  t h a n  i n  t h e  o t h e r  f o r m s  of 
documen ta ry  e v i d e n c e  which  a r e  t h e  d a i l y  b r e a d  of t h e  
h i s t o r i a n .  

L e t  u s  c o n c e d e  t h a t  maps a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  
documents  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s p e c i a l  c a r e  and h a n d l i n g .  A t  
p r e s e n t ,  l i b r a r i e s  a r e  c o l l e c t i n g  e a r l y  and c u r r e n t  maps 
and a r e  c a t a l o g u i n g  and a r r a n g i n g  them a s  books .  However, 
i f  maps a r e  h i s t o r i c a l  documen t s ,  s h o u l d  t h e y  n o t  be  h e l d  
by a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d ,  and 
s h o u l d  n o t  t h e  p e o p l e  work ing  w i t h  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  h a v e  a  
knowledge of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  i n  which  t h e y  were  
made? The answer  t o  b o t h  q u e s t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  o b v i o u s .  
What b e t t e r  p l a c e  f o r  t h o s e  documents  t h a n  a n  a r c h i v e s ,  
who b e t t e r  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  examine t h e s e  maps, t o  a n a l y z e  
them and r e l a t e  them t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  deve lopment  o f  a  
r e g i o n  o r  c o u n t r y  t h a n  a n  a r c h i v i s t ?  

Maps must b e  s e e n  a s  t o o l s  t o  be  u sed  i n  t h e  s t u d y  
of h i s t o r y .  Combined w i t h  w r i t t e n  s o u r c e s ,  maps become 
e x t r e m e l y  v a l u a b l e  documen t s ,  f o r  t h e y  n o t  o n l y  h e l p  a  
r e s e a r c h e r  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e t r i e v e d  f rom t e x -  
t u a l  s o u r c e s  b u t  a l s o  a i d  him i n  a c h i e v i n g  a  s e n s e  of  
t e m p o r a l  c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i v i s m ,  which  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  h i s -  
t o r i a n s .  A s  s u c h  t o o l s  maps and r e l a t e d  i t e m s  s h o u l d  be  
h e l d  i n  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e  raw m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  which  
t h e y  c a n  b e  p u t  t o  work. Again an  a r c h i v e s  would seem 
t o  b e  t h e  l o g i c a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  f o r  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s .  

A s  documents  i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t  maps p o s s e s s  c e r t a i n  
f e a t u r e s  t h a t  make them h i s t o r i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t .  I n  t h e  
f i r s t  p l a c e ,  maps i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  a r e a  t h e y  
d e p i c t  a t  a  c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  t i m e .  T h i s  i n  i t s e l f  i s  
h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e ;  however maps a l s o  r e f l e c t  t h e  s o c i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  a t m o s p h e r e  of  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  i n  which  
t h e y  were  made. T h e r e f o r e ,  maps, p l a n s  and r e l a t e d  
d r a w i n g s  d e f i n i t e l y  have  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  
documents  and a s  s u c h  s h o u l d  be  s t o r e d  i n  a r c h i v e s  where  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  f o r  a l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  h i s t o r i -  
c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  c o n t a i n .  A s  J . B .  H a r l e y  h a s  s t a t e d  
"... i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  maps conform t o  
t h e  same p r o c e d u r e  of a n a l y s i s  a s  do o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  

J . B .  H a r l e y ,  "The E v a l u a t i o n  of  E a r l y  Maps: Towards 
a  Methodology".  Imago Mundi, vo1 .  X X I I ,  1968 ,  p .  7 3 .  



s o u r c e s  [ a n d ]  s i m i l a r l y  some o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a p p l i e d  t o  
t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  m a n u s c r i p t s  a p p l y  e q u a l l y  t o  maps,  
w h i c h  must  b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  same s t a g e s  o f  e x t e r n a l  
and i n t e r n a l  c r i t i c i s m " .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  maps h a v e  n o t  
b e e n  a c c o r d e d  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  by a r c h i v i s t s ,  w h i c h  
a c c o u n t s  i n  p a r t  f o r  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  and r e t e n t i o n  o f  c a r t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s .  
A r c h i v e s  and  a r c h i v i s t s  h a v e  t o  b e g i n  t o  pay  more 
a t t e n t i o n  t o  maps a s  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s  and must  b e g i n  t o  
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  v a l u e .  By d o i n g  t h i s ,  c a r t o g r a p h i c  
s o u r c e s  may p e r h a p s  b e  g i v e n  t h e  r e s p e c t  t h e y  d e s e r v e  
and a s  a  r e s u l t  may become more a c c e p t a b l e  t o  h i s t o r i a n s  
a s  t o o l s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f i e l d .  

A f i n a l  n o t e  on a r c h i v a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i o n  o f  c a r t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s  r e s t s  on a  b a s i c  p r e -  
m i s e  o f  a r c h i v e s ;  t h s t  i s ,  t h e  a r c h i v a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  c o m p i l e  t h e  t o t a l  d o c u m e n t a r y  r e c o r d  o f  a r e g i o n .  

I f  we a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  maps a r e  v a l u a b l e  h i s t o -  
r i c a l  r e c o r d s ,  no l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  
e v i d e n c e ,  t h e n  t h e  r e c o r d  o f  a  p r o v i n c e ,  s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n  
i s  i n c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  them.  

111. The A r c h i v a l  T r e a t m e n t  of C a r t o g r a p h i c  R e c o r d s  

A s  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d ,  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  a r e  
p r e s e n t l y  h e l d  by b o t h  l i b r a r i e s  and a r c h i v e s ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r  n a t u r e  o f  maps n e i t h e r  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n  i s  q u i t e  s u r e  o f  w h a t  t o  do  w i t h  them.  The b a s i c  
d i f f i c u l t y  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  e a c h  i n s t i t u t i o n  a t t e m p t s  
t o  h a n d l e  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  i n  t h e  same manner  a s  t h e y  
would t r e a t  t h o s e  d o c u m e n t s  w i t h  which  t h e y  a r e  more 
f a m i l i a r  . 

The l i b r a r i a n ,  n o t  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e  
o f  maps,  c a t a l o g u e s ,  c l a s s i f i e s  and a r r a n g e s  them much 
i n  t h e  same way h e  would b o o k s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h i s  
a p p r o a c h  i s  u n w o r k a b l e  and when p r a c t i c e d  d e s t r o y s  o r  a t  
l e a s t  h i d e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t ,  f o r  w h i l e  . 
some maps p o s s e s s  many of t h e  same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  
t e x t u a l  s o u r c e s  t h e y  a r e  i n  e s s e n c e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  h a v e  t o  
b e  a c c o r d e d  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t .  The a r c h i v i s t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  
hand o f t e n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e  and t h e  
s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  of maps;  h o w e v e r ,  h e  h a s  n o t ,  i n  mos t  
c a s e s ,  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  c a t a l o g u i n g ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  and  
a r r a n g e m e n t  s y s t e m s  r e q u i r e d  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i t e m s .  
The s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  would b e  f o r  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  
t o  b l e n d  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  and a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  
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r e c o r d s  w i t h  m o d i f i e d  l i b r a r y  s y s t e m s  s o  t h a t  t h e y  
c o u l d  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o f  maps a n d  r e l a t e d  i t e m s .  T h i s  i s  i n d e e d  a  d i f f i c u l t  
p r o b l e m  owing  t o  t h e  a r c h i v i s t ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  a c c e p t  
a n y t h i n g  l i b r a r y - o r i e n t e d .  However ,  i t  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y  
i f  a r c h i v a l  c a r t o g r a p h i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  s u r -  
v i v e .  

A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  f a c e d  b y  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  d e v e l o p s  when 
h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  a p p l y  t h e  g o l d e n  r u l e  o f  " p r o v e n a n c e "  t o  
c a r t o g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l s .  When d e a l i n g  w i t h  maps t h i s  
p r i n c i p l e  a n d  t h a t  o f  " r e s p e c t  d e s  f o n d s "  u s u a l l y  h a v e  
t o  f a l l  by t h e  w a y s i d e  owing  t o  t h e  a r e a l  n a t u r e  o f  maps.  
The N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  a n d  R e c o r d s  C e n t r e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  a r r a n g e s  i t s  maps b y  p r o v e n a n c e ;  e a c h  g r o u p  o f  
maps f r o m  a  p a r t i c u l a r  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y  i s  g i v e n  i t s  
own r e c o r d  g r o u p  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a r c h i v a l  t r a d i t i o n .  T h i s  
s y s t e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  was  d e v e l o p e d  w i t h  n o  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r  who more  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  w i s h e s  t o  s e e  maps 
o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a r e a  r a t h e r  t h a n  a l l  t h e  maps p r o d u c e d  
by a  p a r t i c u l a r  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y .  The  f a c t  t h a t  maps  
o f  t h e  same  a r e a  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  u n n u m e r a b l e  
r e c o r d  g r o u p s  m u s t  c a u s e  e x t r e m e  p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r .  Maps p r o d u c e d  i n  s e r i e s  b y  a n  a g e n c y  c a n  
a n d  s h o u l d  b e  h e l d  t o g e t h e r  u n d e r  p r o v e n e n c e ;  h o w e v e r ,  
n o n - s e r i e s  maps f r o m  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  d i s p a r a t e  
i t e m s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  
b y  a r e a  r a t h e r  t h a n  by p r o v e n a n c e . 1 0  

The t r a n s f e r  o f  maps f r o m  w i t h i n  m a n u s c r i p t  r e c o r d s  
i s  y e t  a n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  t o  b e  f a c e d  by t h e  a r c h i v i s t  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  maps.  The t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  o n e  r e a s o n  a l o n e  - c o n s e r v a t i o n .  Most  maps 
w i t h i n  t e x t u a l  r e c o r d s  a r e  f o l d e d  o r  a r e  i n  s e v e r a l  s e c -  
t i o n s  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  t h e i r  c h a n c e s  f o r  s u r v i v a l  a r e  s l i m  
T h e s e  maps s h o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  map d i v i s i o n  o f  
a n  a r c h i v e s  o r  p r o p e r l y  r e s t o r e d  a n d  h e l d  i n  s p e c i a l  
map s t o r a g e  e q u i p m e n t  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  l i f e  e x p e c t a n c y  may 
b e  l e n g t h e n e d .  

Many a r c h i v i s t s  f e e l  t h a t  t o  t r a n s f e r  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  
f r o m  a  s e t  o f  r e c o r d s  i m m e d i a t e l y  r e d u c e s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  
t h a t  m a t e r i a l .  However ,  t r a n s f e r r a l  o f  i t e m s  i s  a  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  a r c h i v a l  s c i e n c e .  M u l l e r ,  F e i t h  a n d  F r u i n  
s t a t e  t h a t  "It i s  e v e n  p e r m i s s a b l e  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  r e q u i r e s  i t  t o  s t o r e  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
p l a c e s  d o c u m e n t s  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  w e r e  combined  i n  o n e  
f i l e " . l l  S e c t i o n  68  o f  t h e i r  m a n u a l  a l s o  s t a t e s :  

S c h e l l e n b e r g ,  The Management o f  A r c h i v e s ,  o p . c i t . ,  
p.  3 0 9 .  

M u l l e r  a t  a l ,  Manua l  f o r  t h e  A r r a n g e m e n t  . . * ,  

o p . c i t . ,  p . 1 5 7 .  



" F o r m a l  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  maps f o u n d  i n  a  d o s s i e r  may b e  
w i t h d r a w n  f r o m  i t  a n d  k e p t  s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  t h e i r  b e t t e r  
p r e s e r v a t i o n ,  p r o v i d e d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
h a s  b e e n  removed a n d  s t o r e d  e l s e w h e r e  i s  p u t  i n  t h e i r  
p l a c e " .  l2 U n f o r t u n a t e l y  mos t  a r c h i v i s t s  a r e  n o t  a d -  
h e r i n g  t o  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ,  a s  a  r e c e n t  s u r v e y  by R i c h a r d  
B e r n e r  a n d  G a r y  B e t t i s  p o i n t s  o u t .  B e r n e r  a n d  B e t t i s  
f o u n d  t h a t  37 o f  48 a r c h i v e s  t r a n s f e r r e d  p r i n t e d ,  n o n -  
a n n o t a t e d  maps f r o m  w i t h i n  m a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l s .  When 
i t  came t o  p r i n t e d ,  a n n o t a t e d  maps,  h o w e v e r ,  28 i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s  r e t a i n e d  t h e  maps w i t h  t h e  m a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  
and  o n l y  i n  1 5  c a s e s  w e r e  t h e y  t r a n s f e r r e d .  M a n u s c r i p t  
maps w e r e  t r a n s  e r r e d  b y  o n l y  1 3  a r c h i v e s  w h i l e  32 
r e t a i n e d  them.  1 5  B e r n e r  and  B e t t i s '  own c o n c l u s i o n s  
w e r e  t h a t  i t  would  b e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  t r a n s -  
f e r  o f  m a n u s c r i  t maps f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  
d o c u m e n t a t i o n .  le O b v i o u s l y  t h e  b a s i c  a r g u m e n t  f o r  
t r a n s f e r  o f  i t e m s  i s  b e i n g  m i s u n d e r s t o o d .  A m a n u s c r i p t  
map, p l a n  o r  d r a w i n g  i s  u s u a l l y  t h e  o n l y  e x t a n t  c o p y  
and  a s  s u c h  i t s  l o s s  t h r o u g h  i m p r o p e r  h a n d l i n g ,  t h e f t  
o r  w h a t e v e r ,  wou ld  b e  f a r  more  s e r i o u s  a n d  i r r e v e r s i b l e  
t h a n  would  b e  t h e  l o s s  o f  a  s i n g l e  c o p y  o f  a  p r i n t e d  map. 
M a n u s c r i p t  maps  a n d  a n n o t a t e d  p r i n t e d  maps a r e  t h e  f i r s t  
i t e m s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d ,  w i t h  p h o t o s t a t i c  
c o p i e s  l e f t  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e .  R e l a t i v e l y  c u r r e n t ,  p r i n t e d  
maps c a n  b e  l e f t  w i t h  m a n u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  i f  o t h e r  c o p i e s  
o f  t h e  map a r e  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  

T h e s e  a r e  b u t  a  f e w  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  
map a r c h i v i s t .  The l i s t  i s  e n d l e s s  - c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  r e f -  
e r e n c e  s e r v i c e s ,  f i l i n g  p r o c e d u r e ,  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  e q u i p -  
ment  a n d  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  a r c h i v a l  management  - b u t  a l l  
h a v e  t o  b e  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r  n a t u r e  o f  c a r t o -  
g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s .  The  a r c h i v i s t  h i m s e l f  m u s t  a d a p t  t o  
mee t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s .  He m u s t  r e -  
t h i n k  h i s  t h e o r i e s  o f  a r c h i v a l  s c i e n c e  a n d  m u s t  t a i l o r  
h i s  a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l .  

The p r o b l e m  o f . c a r t o g r a p h i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  a r c h i v e s  
i s  a  t h o r n y  o n e ,  y e t  i t  i s  a  p r o b l e m  t h a t  h a s  t o  b e  r e -  
s o l v e d  i f  t h e s e  v a l u a b l e  r e c o r d s  a r e  n o t  t o  b e  l o s t .  
A r c h i v e s  a n d  a r c h i v i s t s  e v e r y w h e r e  mus t  become a w a r e  o f  
maps a n d  r e l a t e d  m a t e r i a l  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  
must  a c c e p t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  i n  many ways n o  l e s s  
i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  o t h e r  a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l .  It m u s t  a l s o  b e  
r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  n a t u r e  o f  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  

l2 I b i d ,  p . 1 5 8 .  
l3 R i c h a r d  C .  B e r n e r  a n d  M .  G a r y  B e t t i s ,  " D i s p o s i t i o n  
o f  Non-Manuscr ip t  I t e m s  Found Among M a n u s c r i p t s t ' ,  
A m e r i c a n  A r c h i v i s t ,  v o l .  3 3 ,  n o .  3 ,  J u l y  1 9 7 0 ,  p . 2 7 9 .  
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r e q u i r e s  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e i r  h a n d l i n g  
and u s e .  P e r h a p s  when a r c h i v e s  and a r c h i v i s t s  a c c e p t  
t h e s e  two p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  p r e s e n t l y  
a f f l i c t i n g  c a r t o g r a p h i c  r e c o r d s  w i l l  b e  r e s o l v e d .  
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