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To a n y  c a r e f u l  r e a d e r  o f  Champla in  i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  
t o  seem s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a l l  p r e c i s e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Basque  
w h a l i n g  s t a t i o n s  i n  Canada ,  r e c e n t l y  f o u n d  i n  1 6 t h  
c e n t u r y  S p a n i s h  d o c u m e n t s ,  show t h a t  t h e s e  p o r t s  w e r e  
l o c a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  c o a s t  o f  L a b r a d o r ,  p a r t i c u -  
l a r l y  a l o n g  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  B e l l e  I s l e .  To S p a n i s h  h i s -  
t o r i a n s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h i s  f a c t  may come a s  a  s u r p r i s e  
s i n c e  u n t i l  now S p a n i s h  h i s t o r y  b o o k s  h a v e  made t h e  
a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  main  b u l k  o f  S p a n i s h  ' T e r r a n o v a '  
f i s h i n g  e n d e a v o u r s  w e r e  o f f  t h e  s o u t h ,  e a s t  and w e s t  
c o a s t s  of Newfoundland .  S p a n i s h  c o d - f i s h e r s  d i d  i n d e e d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f i s h e r i e s  b a s e d  o n  
Newfoundland ,  b u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d o c u m e n t s ,  t h e  
w h a l e r s  d i d  n o t .  

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  p l e t h o r a  o f  p u b l i s h e d  work w i t h  
r a t h e r  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  T e r r a n o v a ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  
v e r y  o f t e n  i n  l a t e  1 8 t h  and e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t r  n s -  
c r i p t s  i n  t h e  V a r g a s  Ponce  c o l l e c t i o n s  i n  M a d r i d ,  9 
b u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e  i s  t o  show t h e  e n t i r e l y  
new t y p e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  coming t o  l i g h t  a s  a  
r e s u l t  o f  r e s e a r c h  d o n e  f o r  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  
Canada i n  t h e  a r c h i v e s  of n o r t h e r n  S p a i n ,  a n d  t o  g i v e  
some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  

l ~ h e  d a t e s  1545-1585 m i g h t  b e  p l a c e d  a f t e r  t h i s  t i t l e ,  
b u t  I h e s i t a t e  t o  d o  s o  u n t i l  more r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  
u n d e r t a k e n .  F o r  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  S p a n i s h  
w h a l i n g  i n  T e r r a n o v a  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  begun  
n o t  much b e f o r e  t h e  1 5 4 0 ' s  and t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n  d e -  
c l i n e  by t h e  1 5 8 0 1 s ,  a l t h o u g h  a  f e w  s h i p s  c o n t i n u e d  
t o  go o u t  t o  t h e  Grand Bay i n t o  t h e  1 6 0 0 ' s .  

 h his i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o  d e p r e c a t e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n ,  b u t  i t  seems  o b v i o u s  t h a t  when t h e r e  i s  
s u c h  a  mass  o f  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  t o  
r e s e a r c h e r s  t h e  V a r g a s  P o n c e  t r a n s c f i p t s  s h o u l d  b e  
u s e d  a s  a  s u p p l e m e n t  t o  b u t  n o t  a  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t s .  The c o l l e c t i o n  i s  i n  two p a r t s ,  
h o u s e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  t h e  B i b l i o t e c a  d e  l a  M a r i n a  and 
t h e  R e a l  Academia.  
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D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o d u c e d  som 
i n t e r e s t i n g  r e s u l t s ,  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
S p a n i s h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  d a t e  f o u n d  f o r  t h e  L a b r a d o r  w h a l i n g  
s t a t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  shown i n  a  v e r y  d e f i n i t e  
way t h a t  B a s q u e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  C a n a d i a n  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  
h a d  a  p r o f  und i m p a c t  on  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  B a s q u e  
p r o v i n c e s  .j A l t h o u g h  B a s q u e s  h a d  b e e n  renowned  s a i l o r s  
f o r  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s  b e f o r e  t h e  C a b o t  v o y a g e s ,  t h e  
s u d d e n  i n c r e a s e  i n  o u t p u t  o f  S p a n i s h - B a s q u e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  
a n d  a l l i e d  i n d u s t r i e s  t o w a r d s  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n -  
t u r y  i s  i n  n o  s m a l l  p a r t  d u e  t o  t h e  number  o f  men who 
w i s h e d  t o  s e n d  s h i p s  t o  t h e  New Found L a n d s .  Many o f  
t h e s e  s h i p s  w e r e  l a t e r  s o l d  i n  S e v i l l e  o r  came t o  g r i e f  
d u r i n g  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  w a r s  i n  F l a n d e r s ,  b u t  t h e i r  m a i d e n  
v o y a g e s  w e r e  d i r e c t e d  w i t h  a m a z i n g  f r e q u e n c y  t o w a r d s  ' l a s  
p a r t e s  d e  T i e r r a  n u e b a ' ,  l a t e r  t e r m e d  ' l a  p r o v i n c i a  d e  
T e r r a n o v a ' .  

A s i m i l a r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  M l l e  
Raymonde L i t a l i e n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  
Canada  i n  s o u t h w e s t e r n  F r a n c e  i s  b r i n g i n g  t o  l i g h t  l a r g e  
q u a n t i t i e s  o f  u n p u b l i s h e d  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l  w h i c h  w i l l  e v e n -  
t u a l l y  p r o v i d e  a  f a s c i n a t i n g  b a s i s  f o r  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  
o f  t h e  t w i n  e c o n o m i e s  on  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  P y r e n e e s  a n d  
t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  C a n a d a .  At  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i t  may 
b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  F r e n c h  
a n d  S p a n i s h  B a s q u e s  i n  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  New L a n d s  
a p p e a r s  t o  l i e  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h  t F r e n c h  B a s q u e s  h a d  a n  
a d e q u a t e  s u p p l y  o f  l o c a l  s a l t 2  w h i l e  S p a n i s h  B a s q u e s  h a d  

3 ~ h a l e  o i l  d u r i n g  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  
was  t h e  t h i r d  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  e x p o r t  o f  t h e  C a n t a b r i a n  
c o a s t ,  a f t e r  w o o l  a n d  i r o n  p r o d u c t s .  The C a n t a b r i a n  
f l e e t  o f  v e s s e l s  o v e r  200  t o n s  ( i . e . l a r g e  s h i p s )  w a s  
a p p a r e n t l y  l e s s  t h a n  5 0  s h i p s ,  c o n s t a n t l y  b e i n g  s o l d  i n  
S e v i l l e  a n d  r e p l a c e d  by  new s h i p s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
o f  V i z c a y a  a n d  G u i p u z c o a .  The w h o l e  West I n d i a n  f l e e t  
was  n o t  m o r e  t h a n  70-80  s h i p s  ( a c c o r d i n g  t o  O r t i z  a n d -  
V i c e n s  V i v e s ) . A n t o n i o  Dominguez O r t i z - H i s t o r i a  d e  E s p n a  
A l f a q u a m .  To h a v e  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  20 l a r g e  s h i p s  g o i n g  
y e a r l y  t o  T e r r a n o v a  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i -  
c a n t .  

4~ f e w  o f  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  A r c h i v o  d e l  C o n s u l  
a d o  d e  B u r g o s  ( h e r e i n a f t e r ,  ACB) i n d i c a t e  t h a t  some F r e n c  
s h i p s  w e n t  down t o  L i s b o n  f o r  s a l t ,  b u t  t h e s e  s e e m  t o  h a v  
b e e n  a  m i n o r i t y .  A g r e a t  many S p a n i s h  c h a r t e r  a g r e e m e n t s  
a n d  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  s a l t  a n d  o t h e r  
s u p p l i e s  w e r e  t o  b e  p i c k e d  u p  i n  La R o c h e l l e .  S e v e r a l  d o c  
m e n t s  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  F r e n c h  s a l t  h a v e  b e e n  
l o c a t e d .  P r o f .  D a v i d  B. Q u i n n  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  o n e  s o u r c e  
o f  s a l t ,  ' t h e  b a y  ... t h a t  i s  i n  B r i t t a n y '  a s  B o u r g n e u f  
(ACB, Reg. 9 9 ,  • ’ 0 1 .  298b  - 1 5 7 0 ) .  
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p r a c t i c a l l y  no  l o c a l  s a l t  b u t  a n  a b u n d a n t  s u p p l y  o f  i r o n  
and i r o n  p r o d u c t s .  F o r  c o d f i s h i n g  s a l t  was  e s s e n t i a l  i n  
t h e  same way t h a t  m e t a l  p r o d u c t s  s u c h  a s  c a u l d r o n s ,  b a r r e l  
h o o p s ,  h a r p o o n s ,  l a n c e s ,  k n i v e s ,  l a r g e  h o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  
s p e c i a l i z e d  e q u i p m e n t  w e r e  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  w h a l i n g .  F r e n c h  
s a l t  was  u s e d  o n  S p a n i s h  c o d f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ,  a n d  p r o b a b l y  
t h e  F r e n c h  B a s q u e s  u s e d  some S p a n i s h  i m p l e m e n t s ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  no  d o u b t  t h a t  w h a l i n g  was  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  o f  
t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  B a s q u e s ,  w h i l e  c o d -  
f i s h i n g  was  more  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  F r e n c h  B a s q u e s  
( a l t h o u g h  t h e  3 a t t e r  seem t o  h a v e  d o n e  more  w h a l i n g  i n  t h e  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y ) .  

D i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  W h a l i n g  a n d  C o d f i s h i n g  R e c o r d s  

I n  s e v e r a l  r e c e n t  b o o k s  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  t e n d e n c y  
t o  lump i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c o d f i s h i n g  a n d  w h a l i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  
a s  i f  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  a  j o i n t  e n t e r p r i s e ,  w h e r e a s  i n  r e a l i t y  
t h e r e  a r e  v e r y  f e w  S p a n i s h  d o c u m e n t s  i n  w h i c h  e v i d e n c e  f o r  
s u c h  j o i n t  e x p e d i t i o n s  c a n  b e  f o u n d .  The w h o l e  p a t t e r n  
of c o d f i s h i n g  v o y a g e s  was  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  
w h a l e r s .  C o d f i s h i n g  s h i p s  u s u a l l y  l e f t  S p a i n  much 
e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  y e a r ,  a s  t h e y  n o r m a l l y  had  t o  p i c k  up s a l t  
on t h e i r  o u t w a r d  v o y a g e ,  i n  La R o c h e l l e ,  L i s b o n ,  S e t u b a l  
o r  s e v i l l e 6 ,  w h i l e  t h e  w h a l i n g  v e s s e l s  l e f t ,  f u l l y  e q u i p -  
p e d ,  o f t e n  a s  l a t e  a s  J u l y ,  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  
f r o m  t h e i r  L a b r a d o r  p o r t s  u n t i l  j u s t  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s .  
Some d o c u m e n t s  s p e c i f y  r e p a y m e n t  o n  c o d f i s h i n g  l o a n s  a s  
e a r l y  a s  A u g u s t ,  b u t  t h e  a c c o u n t s  f o r  w h a l i n g  v o y a g e s  
w e r e  u s u a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  J a n u a r y  o r  F e b r u a r y  of t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  y e a r .  The d o c u m e n t s  make i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  
w h a l i n g  was  s t i l l  i n  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  L a b r a d o r  p o r t s  i n  

5 ~ h a l i n g  h a d  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  B a s q u e  t r a d i t i o n  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  f o u r  a n d  a  h a l f  c e n t u r i e s  b e f o r e  T e r r a n o v a  w h a l i n g  
became p o p u l a r .  B a s q u e s  h a d  b e e n  g o i n g  a l o n g  t h e  C a n t a -  
b r i a n  c o a s t  t o  G a l i c i a  a n d  A s t u r i a s  f o r  w i n t e r  w h a l i n g  
e x p e d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  c o n t i n u e d  e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  h e y d a y  o f  

t h e  T e r r a n o v a  w h a l i n g ,  b u t  i n  much s m a l l e r  s h i p s .  
6  

I r o n  p r o d u c t s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  by a v e r y  l a r g e  number  o f  
S p a n i s h  B a s q u e  v e s s e l s  g o i n g  down t o  L i s b o n  o r  S e v i l l e .  
T h o s e  g o i n g  s o u t h  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o r  e a r l y  s p r i n g  
f r e q u e n t l y  w e n t  o n  t o  ' T e r r a n o v a '  d i r e c t l y  a f t e r  b u y i n g  
s a l t .  I n  n o r t h e r n  S p a i n  t h e r e  i s  a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  d o c u -  
m e n t a t i o n  i n  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  t r i a n g u l a r  t r a d e .  More may 
b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n o t a r i a l  a r c h i v e s  ( P r o t o c o l o s )  o f  S e v i l l e  
and  i n  P o r t u g a l  when t h e s e  a r e  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  



November,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  s h i p s  w e r e  i c e d  i n .  

A n o t h e r  v i t a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween  c o d f i s h i n g  and 
w h a l i n g  was t h a t  much l e s s  money was n e e d e d  f o r  o u t f i t t i n  
a n  o r d i n a r y  c o d f i s h i n g  v e s s e l ,  a s  c a n  b e  s e e n ,  f o r  exampl  
i n  t h e  Burgos  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s .  The w h a l i n g  p o l i c i e s  
c a n  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a t  a  g l a n c e  f r o m  cod-  
f i s h i n g  p o l i c i e s  by t h e  l a r g e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a m o u n t s  
i n s u r e d  and t h e  h i g h e r  e r c e n t a g e  c h a r g e d  f o r  i n s u r a n c e  
on w h a l i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s . ?  Whal ing  s h i p s  - g a l l e o n s  - 
w e r e  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  l a r g e r  and b e t t e r  e q u i p p e d  t h a n  t h e  
c o d f i s h ' n g  v e s s e l s .  A s  many a s  1 2 0  men went  a b o a r d  t h e  
w h a l e r s e  - men who o f t e n  came f r o m  w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  a r e a s  
f o r  t h e  same r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  c a p i t a l  f o r  a  w h a l i n g  v o y a g e  
n e v e r  came f r o m  o n e  town:  n e i t h e r  s u f f i c i e n t  money n o r  
s u f f i c i e n t  men w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e s e  v o y a g e s  i n  a n y  o n e  
p l a c e .  Yet t h o u g h  t h e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  o u t f i t t i n g  a  
w h a l i n g  v e s s e l  w e r e  q u i t e  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  t h e  r e w a r d s  w e r e  
enormous .  W e l l  o v e r  1 0 0 0  b a r r e l s  o f  w h a l e  o i l  w e r e  
b r o u g h ~  b a c k  o n  e a c h  of  t h e  l a r g e r  s h i p s ,  a  c a r g o  w o r t h  a  
minimum o f  6000 d u c a t s ,  d e p e n d i n g  upon  w h e t h e r  t h e  o i l  was 
s o l d  l o c a l l y  o r  i n  F l a n d e r s ,  F r a n c e  o r  E n g l a n d .  S p a n i s h  
c o d f i s h i n g  v o y a g e s  made a  p r o f i t  t o o ,  b u t  a  p r o f i t  t h a t  wa 
n o t  r e m o t e l y  i n  t h e  same c a t e g o r y ,  and t h e  cod was n e a r l y  
a l l  f o r  t h e  home m a r k e t .  

Whether  o r  n o t  a  f e w  c o d f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  p a t r o n i s e d  
t h e  L a b r a d o r  c o a s t  a s  w e l l  a s  s o u t h e r n  Newfoundland i n  t h e  
1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  i s  s t i l l  a  moot p o i n t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  o n l y  
d e f i n i t e  l o c a t i o n s  f o r  c o d f i s h i n  f o u n d  t h i s  y e a r  h a v e  
b e e n  i n  p l a c e n t i a 9 a n d  T r e p a s s e y l p  b a y s ,  i t  i s  n o t  u n l i k e l y  

7 ~ n  e x a m p l e  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  premiums c h a r g e d  i s  a n  
i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c y  o f  1 5 7 0  f o r  a  s h i p  f r o m  L a r e d o  (ACB,Reg. 
9 8 ,  • ’ 0 1 . 1 3 8 ~ ) :  t h e  c h a r g e  was 1 4 %  i f  t h e  s h i p  r e t u r n e d  
w i t h  w h a l e  o i l  b u t  o n l y  11% i f  w i t h  c o d .  P o l i c i e s  f o r  
w h a l e r s  w e r e  o f t e n  a t  1 5 %  i n  t h e  1 5 7 0 ' s  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e t e  
v o y a g e :  ' y d a ,  e s t a d a  e  b u e l t a ' .  

8~ few r e f e r e n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  l a r g e r  c r e w s ,  b u t  
o n l y  i n  c a s e s  of v o y a g e s  w i t h  a  p i r a t i c a l  i n t e n t .  

' p a r i s h  a r c h i v e s  o f  P a s a j e s  d e  San J u a n ,  Book I ( t h e  ' D i -  
f u n t o s '  a r e  n o t  i n d e x e d  b u t  a p p e a r  o n  f o l i o s  1 1 5 - 1 4 2 ) .  
The mos t  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m  a p p e a r s  on f .  1 2 0 :  1 4  Augus t  
1 5 8 5  - f r o m  P l a z e n c i a  Bay had  come news of t h e  d e a t h  o f  
G r a c i a n  d e  C a s e l i s ,  ' v e c i n o  d e  e s t e  l u g a r ,  a v i e n d o  en 
l a  d i c h a  P l a c e n c i a  r e c i b i d o  10s s a c r a m e n t o s '  - w h i c h  p r e -  
s u p p o s e s  t h a t  a  p r i e s t  was t h e r e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

' g a r i s h  a r c h i v e s  o f  L e z o ,  ' P r o b i s i o n  p a r a  r e c i b i r  i n f o r -  
m a c i o n  s o b r e  10s m i l a g r o s  d e l  S a n t o  C r u c i f i x i o  d e  L e z o '  
( w r i t t e n  i n  San S e b a s t i a n  i n  1 6 0 5  b u t  r e c o p i e d  i n  1788-  
p a r t s  of t h e  95-page m a n u s c r i p t  h a v e  b e e n  f i l m e d ) .  Sev- 
e r a l  w i t n e s s e s  t e s t i f i e d  t o  m i r a c u l o u s  a i d  n e a r  
T r e p a s s e y  Bay a b o u t  1 5 7 0 .  
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t h a t  some c o d f i s h i n g  a l s o  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  L a b r a d o r  
w h a l i n g  p o r t s .  The  o n e  p o i n t  t h a t  i s  m o s t  u n d o u b t e d l y  
c l e a r  i s  t h a t  w h e n e v e r  d e f i n i t e  l o c a t i o n s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  
i n  a  w h a l i n g  d o c u m e n t ,  t h e y  a r e  a l w a y s  i n  ' l a  G r a n b a y a ' ,  
and  n e a r l y  a l w a y s  o n e  o f  f o u r  p o r t s :  P u e r t o  d e  10s 
~ o r n o s ' l ,  ~ u t u s l ~ ,  c h a t e o 1 3 ,  o r  P u e r t o  N u e v o l 4 .  

T y p e s  o f  D o c u m e n t a t i o n  

The  f i r s t  u n e q u i v o c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  s o  f a r  f o u n d  t o  
w h a l i n g  i n  L a b r a d o r  a r e  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  h e a r i n g s  i n  1 5 5 4  
c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s h i p s  BARBARA a n d  M A R I A ,  f r o m  t h e  G u i p n z c o a n  
p o r t  o f  O r i o ,  w h i c h  w e r e  c a p t u r e d  w i t h  two  s h i p s  f r o m  
P a s a j e s  b y  1 3  F r e n c h  B a s q u e  s h i p s  f r o m  S t .  J e a n  d e  L u z ,  
Cap B r e t o n  a n d  B i a r r i t z . 1 5  The f o u r  S p a n i s h  s h i p s  w e r e  
w h a l i n g  i n  P u e r t o  d e  10s H o r n o s  when t h e y  w e r e  a t t a c k e d  
' b y  s e a  a n d  b y  l a n d t ,  f r o m  B u t u s  a n d  s e i z e d ,  t h e  o d d s  
b e i n g  o v e r w h e l m i n g .  The c r e w s  w e r e  h e l d  p r i s o n e r  a t  B u t u s  
f o r  a  t i m e ,  t h e n  s h i p p e d  b a c k  t o  S p a i n ,  a l l  c r o w d e d  i n t o  
t h e  MARIA. The  s t o r y  h a s  many p o i n t s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  c l a r i -  
f i c a t i o n ,  b u t  o n e  t h i n g  i s  o b v i o u s  f r o m  o t h e r  d o c u m e n t s  
o f  1 5 5 4 :  t h e  S p a n i s h  B a s q u e s  w e r e  i n  a  weak  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  summer i n  T e r r a n o v a ,  a s  s e v e r a l  B a s q u e  s h i p s  h a d  b e e n  
p l a c e d  u n d e r  e m b a r g o  t o  e n s u r e  t r a n s p o r t  f o r  P r i n c e  P h i l i p  

''Plodern E a s t  S t .  M o d e s t e -  w i t h  two  i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  
when a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  h a r b o r ,  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t a l l i e s  w i t h  
t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i n  H o y a r z a b a l ' s  1 5 7 9  r o u t i e r ,  o f  F u r x ,  
w h i c h  i s  L a b e e t a  i n  t h e  1 6 7 7  B a s q u e  v e r s i o n  b y  P i e r r e  
D e t c h e v e r r y  D o r r e ,  a n d  L e s  F o u r s  o n  D e t c h e v e r r y ' s  1 6 8 9  
map. A l l  t h e  names  s i g n i f y  o v e n s .  

" ~ a r i o u s l ~  c a l l e d  B u e t e s ,  B u l t u s ,  B u i t r e s  a n d  B o y t u s .  
I t  i s  n o t  o n  D e t c h e v e r r y ' s  map b u t  a p p e a r s  i n  b o t h  t h e  
r o u t i e r s .  Two i s l a n d s  a r e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  h a r b o r  o f  
B u t u s ,  w h i c h  c o r r e s p o n d s  w i t h  Red Bay o n  m o d e r n  m a p s .  
Ramos d e  B o r d a ' s  s h i p  t h e  SAN J U A N  was  s u n k  i n  t h i s - h a r -  
b o r  i n  1 5 6 5  ( P r o t o c o l o s  d e  G u i p u z c o a ,  O n a t e  - h e r e i n a f t e r  
PG - P a r t i d o  d e  S a n  S e b a s t i a n ,  n o .  1 7 9 2 ,  O r i o ,  f .  4 8 - 4 9 ) .  

1 3 c h a t e o  o r  X a t e o  i s  e a s i l y  i d e n t i f i a b l e  a s  C h a t e a u  Bay 
i n  b o t h  t h e  r o u t i e r s  a n d  o n  a l l  m a p s .  

1 4 s t .  p e t e r ' s  Bay i s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  P u e r t o  Nuevo - 
P .  Neuf - o n  D e t c h e v e r r y t s  map,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o  m e n t i o n  
o f  t h i s  p o r t  i n  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  r o u t i e r s .  

1 5 p ~ ,  P a r t i d o  d e  S a n  S e b a s t i a n ,  n o .  1 7 8 1 ,  O r i o ,  f f  1 1 6 -  
1 2 2 v ,  8  a n d  9  O c t o b e r  1 5 5 4 .  



h i s  t r o o p s  a n d  r e t i n u e ,  t o  E n g l a n d  f o r  h i s  m a r r i a g e  t o  
Mary Tudor  i n  ~ u l ~ . ' ~  I n  p r e v i o u s  y e a r s  a  g r e a t  many 
d o c u m e n t s  r e c o r d  S p a n i s h  s h i p s  b e i n g  armed f o r  p i r a c y  
a g a i n s t  t h e  F r e n c h ,  s o  p e r h a p s  i t  was o n l y  f a i r  t h a t  t h e  
F r e n c h  h a d  a  c h a n c e  t o  g e t  t h e i r  own b a c k .  

U n t i l  M a r y ' s  d e a t h  i n  1 5 5 8  and  P h i l i p ' s  s u b s e q u e n t  
m a r r i a g e  t o  E l i s a b e t h  d e  V a l o i s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  c o n s t a n t  
s k i r m i s h i n g s  a n d  a c t s  o f  p i r a c y  b e t w e e n  B a s q u e s  f r o m  b o t h  
s i d e s  o f  t h e  b o r d e r ,  b u t  a n  u n d e r l y i n g  e l e m e n t  o f  e c o n -  
omic  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t  i n  many o f  t h e  
n o t a r i a l  d o c u m e n t s  i n  t h e  P r o t o c o l o s  o f  G u i p u z c o a .  S a l t ,  
w h e a t  a n d  b a c o n  w e r e  o n l y  a  f e w  of  t h e  i t e m s  t o  come 
a l o n g  t h e  c o a s t  f r o m  F r a n c e  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  o u t f i t t i n g  
o f  S p a n i s h  s h i p s ,  w h i l e  l a t e r  o n  i t  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  
B u r g o s  i n s u r a n c e  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  F r e n c h  c o a s t a l  v e s s e l s  
w e r e  c a r r y i n g  T e r r a n o v a  w h a l e  o i l  f r o m  S p a n i s h  p o r t s  u p  
t o  B o r d e a u x  and  Rouen .  F r e q u e n t l y  a  good p r o p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  i n  F r e n c h  B a s q u e  s h i p s  came f r o m  
S a n  S e b a s t i a n ,  B i l b a o ,  Pamplona  a n d  o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  S p a n i s  
t o w n s ,  a n d ,  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  
S p a n i s h  s h i p s  a t t r a c t e d  many F r e n c h  B a s q u e s  a s  crewmen.  
By 1 5 8 0  t h e  t r e n d  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  r e v e r s e d .  A s  m o r e  
a n d  more  s h i p s  w e r e  p r e s s e d  i n t o  King  P h i l i p ' s  s e r v i c e  
f o r  h i s  E n g l i s h  a n d  P o r t u g u e s e  v e n t u r e s ,  S p a n i s h  B a s q u e s  
b e g a n  t o  go o u t  i n  F r e n c h  s h i p s  t o  T e r r a n o v a .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 5 6 0 1 s ,  w h i l e  E l i s a b e t h  d e  V a l o i s  s h a r e d  
t h e  S p a n i s h  t h r o n e ,  a  p e r i o d  o f  p e a c e  a n d  g r e a t  p r o s p e r i t  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  e n j o y e d  b y  b o t h  F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  
B a s q u e s  i n  Canada .  I t  i s  c u r i o u s  b u t  p o s s i b l y  q u i t e  
l o g i c a l  t h a t  a b o u t  1 5 6 0  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  ' l a  P r o v i n c i a  d e  
T e r r a n o v a '  b e g i n s  t o  d i s p l a c e  ' l a s  p a r t e s  d e  T i e r r a  n u e v a  
i n  t h e  d o c u m e n t s ,  a s  i f  t h e  c a p t a i n s  o f  t h e  g a l l e o n s  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  l o r d s  o f  t h i s  new l a n d .  
I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  h a r d l y  t o  b e  wondered  a t  t h a t  t h e s e  men 
w i t h  t h e i r  summer e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  L a b r a d o r  w e r e  b e g i n -  
n i n g  t o  f e e l  t h e y  owned t h e  c o u n t r y .  Not o n l y  d i d  t h e y  
b u i l d  c a b i n s  a n d  o v e n s ,  a n d  l e a v e  t h e i r  s h a l l o p s  o v e r  
t h e  w i n t e r  t o  u s e  a g a i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e a s o n ,  b u t  t h e y  
a l s o  t o o k  p r i e s t s  a l o n g .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  r e f -  
e r e n c e s  t o  p r i e s t s  o n  w h a l i n g  v o y a g e s  b e t w e e n  1 5 4 9  a n d  
1 5 6 6 ,  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  a c t e d  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  c r e w  

1 6  
I b i d . ,  f f  1 4 - 1 5 ,  1 5  a n d  1 9  J a n u a r y  1 5 5 4 :  c o p y  o f  t h e  

r o y a l  d e c r e e  s e n t  t o  J u a n  M a r t i n e z  d e  R e c a l d e ,  ' G e n e r a l  
y  P r o v e e d o r  d e  s u s  M a g e s t a d e s  e n  s u  c o s t a  d e  l a  m a r ' ,  
f o r  a n  embargo  o n  a l l  s h i p s  o v e r  1 0 0  t o n s .  The MARIA 
a n d  t h e  BARBARA w e r e  o n  t h e  l i s t  a s  e m b a r g o e d ,  b u t  
d i d  n o t  go t o  E n g l a n d .  
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of  s e v e r a l  s h i p s  i n  t h e  summer o f  1 5 5 1 .  1 7  

N e a r l y  a l l  o f  t h e  m o s t  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
t h i s  a c t i v i t y  e m e r g e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  l a w s u i t s .  E v i d e n c e  
f o r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  S p a n i s h  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  1 6 t h  
c e n t u r y  C a n a d i a n  h i s t o r y  l i e s  m a i n l y  i n  e y e - w i t n e s s  
a c c o u n t s  o f  some d i s a s t e r  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  T e r r a n o v a ,  
a l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t i n g  e v i d e n c e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  
i n  c o n t r a c t s  f o r  c h a r t e r i n g  and  o u t f i t t i n g  o f  s h i p s ,  
l o a n s ,  r e c e i p t s ,  p o w e r s  o f  a t t o r n e y ,  l a s t  w i l l s  a n d  
t e s t a m e n t s ,  and  o t h e r  l e g a l  a c t s ,  w r i t s  o r  j u d i c i a l  
d e c r e e s .  D i f f e r e n c e s  o f t e n  a r o s e  b e c a u s e  o f  damages  t o  
o r  l o s s  o f  s h i p s .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  
s e t t l e d  a m i c a b l y ,  a s  b e t w e e n  t h e  o u t f i t t e r s  o f  LA MADALENA 
and t h e  o w n e r s ,  J a c o b e  d e  Y b a s e t a  o f  M o t r i c o  a n d  M a r t i n  
Lopez d e  Y s a s i  o f  E i b a r ,  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 6 2 ,  a f t e r  t h e  
s h i p  had  s u f f e r e d  h e a v y  damage w h i l e  r e t u r n i n  f r o m  a  
1 5 6 1  v o y a g e  t o  ' l a s  p a r t e s  d e  l a  g r a n  b a y a ' .  I% More 
f r e q u e n t l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p r o t r a c t e d  l a w s u i t s  
t h a t  o n l y  t e r m i n a t e d  a f t e r  t h e  l i t i g a n t s  w e r e  d e a d  a n d  
t h e  h e i r s  a n d  d e s c e n d a n t s  w e r e  worn down w i t h  l e g a l  
e x p e n s e s .  

A p a i r  of l e g a l  h e a r i n g s  h e l d  a t  B u r g o s  b e f o r e  t h e  
P r i o r  a n d  C o n s u l s  o f  t h e  C o n s u l a d o ,  now f i l e d  i n  t h e  R e a l  
C h a n c i l l e r i a  d e  c all ado lid'^, p r o v i d e  i n v a l u a b l e  l i s t s  
o f  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  two L a b r a d o r  v o y a g e s  o f  
1 5 6 6 .  A b i r d ' s  e y e - v i e w  o f  t h e  t y p e  o f  c r o s s - r e f e r e n c e s  
w h i c h  t u r n  u p  f o r  a  v o y a g e  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  a  l o o k  
a t  d o c u m e n t s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  v o y a g e  o f  NUESTRA SENORA 
DE GUADALUPE, t h e  s h i p  w h i c h  f i g u r e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  o f  
t h e s e  h e a r i n g s .  The r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  g a l l e o n  i s  
m e n t i o n e d  by T e o f i l o  G u i a r d  b o t h  i n  h i s  H i s t o r i a  d e l  
C o n s u l a d o  y  C a s a  d e  C o n t r a t a c i o n  d e  l a  V i l l a  d e  ~ i l b a o ~ '  
and i n  La I n d u s t r i a  N a v a l  V i z c a i n a L l .  D u r i n g  a  r o u t i n e  
c h e c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t s  i n  t h e  M u n i c i p a l  
A r c h i v e s  o f  B i l b a o ,  t r y i n g  t o  c o r r e c t  v a r i o u s  m i s p r i n t s  
r e l a t e d  t o  s h i p  t o n n a g e s  i n  t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  b o o k s ,  
t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  d o c u m e n t s  f o r  t h e  GUADALUPE 
t u r n e d  up among a  f e w  damaged p a g e s  bound i n t o  a  l a r g e  

1 7 1 b i d ,  n o . 1 7 8 0 ,  O r i o ,  f f  27-27v ,  2 1  March 1 5 5 2  - t h e  
m o t h e r  o f  Don Domingo d e  O r i b a r  f i l e d  a  c l a i m  t o  r e c o v e r  
h i s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  v o y a g e  p r o f i t s  p l u s  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
f o r  o f f i c e r s  a n d  c r e w  d u e  t o  h im a s  a  p r i e s t .  

1 8 p ~ ,  P a r t i d o  d e  V e r g a r a ,  n o . 2 5 7 8 ,  M o t r i c o ,  f f  1 4 - 1 4 v  o f  
t h e  4 t h  p a r t  o f  1 5 6 2 .  

" ~ e a l  C h a n c i l l e r i a  d e  V a l l a d o l i d  ( j u d i c i a l  a r c h i v e s  o f  
t h e  C h a n c i l l e r i a ) ,  Masas  2 5 0 ,  c a j o n  1 0 4 3 .  

2 0 B i l b a o ,  1 9 1 3 :  f a c s i m i l e  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  1 9 7 2 ,  by L a  G r a n  
E n c i c l o p e d i a  V a s c a ,  v o l .  1 - p .  1 5 4 .  

212nd e d i t i o n ,  B i l b a o ,  1 9 6 8 ,  B i b l i o t e c a  V a s c o n g a d a  V i l l a r ,  
p .  95 .  
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register titled 'Pleitos y Autos, Registro No. 5'. 2 2 
In the original the ship is registered as 425 tons, not 
485 as stated in the La Industria Nova1 Vizcaina, her 
master and part owner is given as Martin de ~ e r t u c h a , ~ ~  
and the galleon is described as having left on a whaling 
voyage for the Province of Terranova on the date of 
registration, 26 April 1566. This last proved untrue, as 
the ship was held up for a considerable time by the 
royal embargo of that year. 

By itself, the registration of the GUADALUPE in 
Bilbao is not very enlightening. But, fortunately for 
posterity if not for the ship and crew, the GUADALUPE 
was very nearly iced in at St. Peter's Bay - Puerto 
Nuevo - during a sudden onset of winter storms in 
November 1566. As a result of being unable to complete 
her potential cargo of 1700 barrels of whale oil and of 
having to leave barrels, shallops, anchors and other 
items on shore when the decision was made to cut the 
cables and get free of the ice, the captain, Miguel de 
Cerain, became involved in legal difficulties with Marti 
de Sertucha and, separately, with the Burgos merchants 
who had underwritten the insurance on the voyage. Thank 
to this misfortune a great deal of sworn evidence was 
collected, which together with the second hearing about 
a similar event at Chateo harbour, experienced by 
captain Ynigo de Ybartola, in the same year, has enor- 
mously added to our understanding of the nature of the 
life led by these Basques in Labrador, summer after summ 
and autumn after autumn. The advantages of staying on 
late in the season must have outweighed the disadvan- 
tages, possibly because the whales migrated through the 
straits late in the autumn. It is to be hoped that bio- 
logical research may clarify this point. 

Although Miguel de Cerain did not receive all the 
compensation he would have liked, or that his list of 
damages amounted to, he did eventually ffceive, 9 April 
1568, 2-113 per cent of the 1000 ducats for which his 
outfitting had been insured by the Burgos merchants. 
Some of his claims were considered impertinent, probably 
because he included in the total the losses he had in- 
curred on land. The Burgos policies were for marine 
insurance, (apart from a few life insurance policies) 
so Cerain was only reimbursed for the loss and damage 

2 2 ~ n  1973 there was no catalogue available for either 
the Bilbao Consulado Archives or the Municipal Archives 
Dr. Manuel Basas Fernandez, archivist of both collec- 
tions, has published works on the Burgos merchant 
families and the Burgos Consulado (merchant guild). 

23~his is Guiard9s spelling for Sertucha - the docu- 
ments give many others. 

2 4 ~ . ~ . ~ .  Reg.35, fol 42v. 
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t h e  s h i p  h a d  s u f f e r e d  a t  s e a ,  d u r i n g  a  v i o l e n t  t e m p e s t  
on t h e  e v e  o f  S t .  N i c h o l a s ,  when h e  l o s t  h i s  r u d d e r  a n d  
h a d  t o  p u t  i n  t o  L i s b o n  f o r  r e p a i r s .  W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  h e  
e v e r  w e n t  b a c k  t o  S t .  P e t e r ' s  Bay ( P u e r t o  Nuevo) t o  
r e c o v e r  h i s  l o s t  p r o p e r t y  we may n e v e r  f i n d  o u t  - 
u n l e s s  some c a r e f u l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  
d e b r i s  o f  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  w h a l e r s  t u r n s  up 6000  
t i l e s .  T h e s e  t i l e s  w e r e  r a t h e r  s u r p r i s i n g l y  among t h e  
i t e m s  c l a i m e d  by C e r a i n  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  l e f t  on l a n d ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  400 b a r r e l s  and  1 0  s h a l l o p s .  I t  
i s  known t h a t  h e  w e n t  b a c k  t o  T e r r a n o v a  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  
b e t w e e n  1 5 6 6  a n d  1 5 7 3 ,  t h e  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  h e  was  l o s t  i n  
t h e  SAN PEDRO, a n d  i t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  h e  would h a v e  f o r -  
g o t t e n  t o  s e e k  o u t  h i s  b a r r e l s  and  s h a l l o p s .  But  i t  i s  
d o u b t f u l  t h a t  h e  would h a v e  s o u g h t  a v i d l y  f o r  t h e  t i l e s ,  
( a p p a r e n t l y  c a r r i e d  o v e r  f o r  r o o f i n g  o r  r e p a i r  o f  c a b i n s )  2  5  

s i m p l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  c a r r y  them home a g a i n .  I t  i s  i n t e r e -  
s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  w h i l e  h e  h a d  e n o u g h  n e r v e  t o  c l a i m  
t h e  t i l e s ,  h e  d i d  n o t  m e n t i o n  i n  h i s  c i a i m  some 20 
b a r r e l s  o f  e a s g h  o r  c l a y  b r o u g h t  o u t  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c -  
t i o n  o f  o v e n s  - t h e  u n d e r w r i t e r s  m i g h t  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  
h i s  a t t i t u d e  n o t  m e r e l y  i m p e r t i n e n t ,  b u t  f l i p p a n t  h a d  h e  
d o n e  s o .  

M i g u e l  d e  C e r a i n  may h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  s i g n  h i s  
name, b u t  h e  h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  b u s i n e s s  acumen .  Two 
c o n t r a c t s  s t a n d  o u t  among t h e  d o c u m e n t s  f o r  t h i s  1 5 6 6  
v o y a g e  a s  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  a b i l i t y .  They a r e  t o  b e  
f o u n d  a t  O n a t e  i n  t h e  n o t a r i a l  a r c h i v e s  ( P r o t o c o l o s )  
o f  G u i p u z c o a .  The 1 5 6 7  f i l e s  f o r  Deva h a v e  b e e n  l o s t ,  
b u t  t h e  r e g i s t e r  f o r  M o t r i c o  c o n t a i n s  two e n t r i e s  f o r  
2 3  A u g u s t  1 5 6 7 . ' ~  I n  o n e ,  J u a n  d e  I b i r i  a n d  P e d r o  d e  
C o r o s t o l a  a r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  t h e i r  l o a n  t o  C e r a i n  would 
b e  r e p a i d  a t  t h e  v a l u e  o f  9  i n s t e a d  o f  1 2  b a r r e l s  o f  
w h a l e  o i l ,  a s  o r i g i n a l l y  a g r e e d ,  and  i n  t h e  o t h e r  Dona 
M a r i a  S e b a s t i a n  d e  A y c a r n a g a b a l  i s  i n f o r m e d  s h e  would 
r e c e i v e  t h e  v a l u e  o f  1 0  i n s t e a d  o f  1 5  b a r r e l s .  The 
r e a s o n  g i v e n  f o r  t h e  c h a n g e  was  t h a t  l e s s  o i l  t h a n  e x -  
p e c t e d  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  b a c k ,  t h e  s h i p  h a d  s u f f e r e d  
damage a n d  l o s s  o f  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  c o s t l y  p i l g r i m a g e s  
had b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  a s  t h a n k - o f f e r i n g s  f o r  s a F e  d e l i v e r -  
a n c e .  D e s p i t e  m i s f o r t u n e ,  t h e  v o y a g e  h a d  some s u c c e s s :  . 
j u s t  u n d e r  a  t h o u s a n d  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l ,  w h i c h  i f  s o l d  a t  
t h e  r a t e  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  two c o n t r a c t s ,  8  d u c a t s ,  wou ld  
h a v e  g r o s s e d  n e a r l y  8 0 0 0  d u c a t s .  Even a t  6  d u c a t s  t h e  

2 5 ~ ~ ,  P a r t i d o  d e  A z p e i t i a ,  n o .  2 9 9 0 ,  Z a r a u z ,  f f  39-41v- 
c h a r t e r  a g r e e m e n t  f o r  t h e  s h i p  o f  F r a n c i s c o  d e  E l o r r i a g a ,  
3  F e b r u a r y  1 5 6 3 .  

2 6 ~ o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  s e e  
t h e  a r t i c l e  b y  S.  Barkham i n  t h e  B u l l e t i n  o f  t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  P r e s e r v a t i o n  T e c h n o l o g y ,  v o l .  5 ,  n o .  4 ,  

. p p .  93-94 ,  

2 7 ~ ~ ;  P a r t i d o  d e  A z p e i t i a ,  n o . 2 5 8 0 ,  M o t r i c o ,  f f  3-3v o f  
1 5 6 7 .  8  1 



b a r r e l ,  t h e  c a r g o  would  h a v e  c o m f o r t a b l y  c o v e r e d  o u t -  
f i t t i n g ,  e x p e n s e s  a n d  d a m a g e s .  

Due t o  t h e  v e r y  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o f  c a p i t a l  i n v o l v e d  
i n  t h e s e  w h a l i n g  v o y a g e s ,  t h e  d o c u m e n t a r y  s o u r c e s  a r e  
w i d e l y  s p r e a d .  S o u r c e s  f o r  C e r a i n ' s  v e n t u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  
f o u n d  i n  f i v e  a r c h i v e s ,  a n d  h e  i s  o n l y  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d  men known t o  h a v e  e n g a g e d  i n  T e r r a n o v a  w h a l i n g  
b e t w e e n  1 5 4 7  a n d  1 5 8 0 .  T h e r e  i s  much y e t  t o  b e  i n v e s t i -  
g a t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  p i c t u r e  b e g i n s  t o  come c l e a r .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  t r a g e d i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
a t  l e a s t  o n e  d i s a s t r o u s  w i n t e r i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  s h i p s  i n  
B u t u s  and  C h a t e o  a n d  o t h e r  L a b r a d o r  p o r t s ,  t h e  w h a l i n g  
e x p e d i t i o n s  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  g o l d e n  e r a  o f  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  
B a s q u e  p r o s p e r i t y .  D u r i n g  t h e  u n h a p p y  l a s t  d e c a d e s  o f  
t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  S p a n i s h  B a s q u e s  l o o k e d  b a c k  on f o r m e r  
g l o r y  a n d  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  r e m e d i e s  f o r  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s ,  
b u t  a l t h o u g h ,  o c c a s i o n a l l y , S p a n i s h  s h i p s  s t i l l  w e n t  t o  
L a b r a d o r , t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  w h a l e r s  w e r e  o v e r .  

E x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  w h a l e s  i s  n o  l o n g e r  c o n s i d e r e d  
l a u d a b l e ,  b u t  m a s s i v e  modern  d e s t r u c t i o n  by f l o a t i n g  
w h a l e  f a c t o r i e s  c a n  h a r d l y  b e  compared  t o  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  
B a s q u e  m e t h o d s .  T h e n ,  t h e  f i g h t  was  a  l i t t l e  more  e v e n  
b e t w e e n  man a n d  w h a l e ,  a s  C h a m p l a i n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  
B a s q u e  w h a l i n g  makes  c l e a r .  B a s q u e  s u c c e s s  d i d  n o t  
d e p e n d  o n  " c o u p s  d e  c a n o n s ' '  b u t  on s k i l l f u l  h a r p o o n i n g  
f r o m  s m a l l  b o a t s ,  a n d  a  s y s t e m  o f  t r a i n e d  w a t c h e r s  who 
s t o o d  o n  h i g h  p o i n t s  o f  l a n d  a n d  s i g n a l l e d  t o  t h e  men 
b e l o w  when w h a l e s  w e r e  s i g h t e d .  The g a l l e o n s  w e r e  s i m p l y  
u s e d  a s  d e p o t s  a n d  a n c h o r e d  i n  s a f e  p o r t s .  

The s o u t h e r n  s h o r e  o f  L a b r a d o r ,  w h e r e  t h e  s t r a i t  and  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  G u l f  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  n a r r o w ,  
was  i d e a l  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  w h a l i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  was  t h e  a r e a  
c a l l e d  t h e  Grand Bay w h i c h  C h a m p l a i n  names w i t h  p r e c i s i o n  
a s  t h e  p l a c e  "oh l e s  B a s q u e s  v o n t  f a i r e  l a  p e s c h e  d e s  
b a l a i n e s " .  Where t h e  Grand  Bay e n d e d  a n d  t h e  s t r a i t  o r  
" N o r t h e r n  p a s s a g e "  b e g a n  v a r i e d  w i t h  e a c h  c a r t o g r a p h e r ,  
b u t  f r o m  a d o c u m e n t a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h e  " N o r t h e r n  
p a s s a g e "  was  p a r t  o f  t h e  Grand  Bay. F u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  may 
w e l l  r e v e a l  when t h e  B a s q u e s  s t a r t e d  g o i n g  up t h e  S t .  
L a w r e n c e ,  a n d  w h e t h e r ,  p o s s i b l y ,  o n l y  F r e n c h  B a s q u e s  w e n t  
up t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  o t h e r  P o r t n e u f  a n d  t h e  S a g u e n a y  a r e a .  

B r e s t  i s  t h e  o n l y  Grand  Bay p o r t  f o u n d  o n  a  
S p a n i s h  d o c u m e n t 2 8  a c t u a l l y  i d e n t i f i e d  o n  C h a m p l a i n ' s  
maps .  However ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  a s  L a b r a d o r  was  
n o t  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  C h a m p l a i n  c o u l d  c l a i m  t o  b e  m o s t  e x p e r t ;  
n o r ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  c a n  t h e  c a b i n s  d r a w n  on h i s  map b e  t a k e n  

**P.G.  P a r t i d o  d e  S . S .  i l l 7 8 5  ( o r i o )  f . l 9 2 ,  5  Nov .1561  
( b u t  f o r  a n  e v e n t  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  1 0  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y ) .  
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a s  s e r i o u s l y  i n d i c a t i n g  p e r m a n e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  e i t h e r  
B a s q u e s  o r  Esk imos .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p e r h a p s  t h o s e  c a b i n s  
c a n  s e r v e  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  t o  b o t h  h i s t o r i a n s  and a r c h a e -  
o l o g i s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  i n  f a c t  s e v e r a l  w e l l - p o p u l a t e d  
w h a l i n g  s t a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  L a b r a d o r  c o a s t  i n  t h e  1 5 0 0 s ,  
and i n  t h e  a b u n d a n t  a r c h i v e s  of n o r t h e r n  S p a i n  c a n  b e  
found  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b l e  t y p e  o f  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
t h e  men and s h i p s  who came t o  t h i s  c o a s t  y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r .  

Note  - A s h o r t  f i l m  of  s e l e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  P r o t o c o l o s  o f  
G u i p u z c o a  and  t h e  Lezo MS m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  h a s  
b e e n  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  PAC ( a  t e s t  r u n ,  n o t  t h e  
f o r m a l  commencement of f i l m i n g ) .  I t  i s  hoped 
t h a t  f i l m i n g  c o u l d  b e  u n d e r t a k e n  w i t h i n  t h e  n e x t  
y e a r ,  a s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  h a s  p r o g r e s s e d  v e r y  w e l l  
and a  c a l e n d a r  o f  i d e n t i f i e d  s o u r c e s  a t  B u r g o s  
and O n a t e  h a s  b e e n  p r e p a r e d  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t e p .  




