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I t  was  a  d u l l  a n d  d i s m a l  d a y ,  t y p i c a l  p r e - C h r i s t m a s  
w e a t h e r  i n  V a n c o u v e r .  The f o g  was  h a n g i n g  l o w  o v e r  t h e  
c i t y ,  h i d i n g  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  o b s c u r i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  
i n  s i g h t .  The s h o p s  o f  G e o r g i a  S t r e e t  d e c k e d  i n  C h r i s t m a s  
f i n e r y  l o o k e d  m i s t y  and  d r e a m l i k e .  Crowds o f  s h o p p e r s  w i t h  
g a i l y  wrapped  p a r c e l s  m i l l e d  a b o u t  i n  s l o w  m o t i o n .  Muted 
s o u n d s  o f  c a r o l s  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  b u s y  s t o r e s  b l e n d e d  w i t h  
p e r s i s t e n t  h o n k i n g s  o f  c a r s  a n d  t h e  d i s t a n t  b e l l o w s  o f  
f o g  h o r n s  o n  t h e  w a t e r f r o n t .  

I t  was December  1 9 6 2 .  My work  i n  V a n c o u v e r  was  
a l m o s t  f i n i s h e d .  T h r e e  b u s y  d a y s  f u l l  o f  a p p o i n t m e n t s ,  
v i s i t s  t o  a r c h i v e s ,  l i b r a r i e s  and  museums, l e n g t h y  n e g o -  
t i a t i o n s ,  s u r v e y s  o f  h o l d i n g s ,  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  r e t u r n s ;  
a l l  t h i s  was  b e h i n d  me. S i x  new r e p o s i t o r i e s  haa  p r o m i s e d  
f u l l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  s u p p l y i n g  e n t r i e s  f o r  t h e  U n i o n  L i s t  
o f  M a n u s c r i p t s .  I h a d  a l r e a d y  v i s i t e d  t h e  M a r i t i m e s ,  
O n t a r i o  and  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Wes t .  A lmos t  a  y e a r  h a d  e l a p s e d  
s i n c e  I l e f t  t h e  warm c o n f i n e s  o f  my O t t a w a  d e s k ,  a n d  I wa 
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  a  m u c h - d e s e r v e d  h o l i d a y  i n  s u n n y  H a w a i i  
Only  o n e  o t h e r  r e p o s i t o r y  i n  V a n c o u v e r  r e m a i n e d  t o  b e  
v i s i t e d .  

I h a d  s t r o n g  m i s g i v i n g s  a b o u t  my l a s t  c a l l .  I had  
b e e n  w a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  man i n  c h a r g e  o f  
t h e  a r c h i v e s .  A t  w e l l  o v e r  e i g h t y  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t h e  man 
was a l r e a d y  a  l e g e n d  i n  a r c h i v a l  c i r c l e s .  He was  a  
f r i g h t e n i n g  f i g u r e ,  a n  i n d o m i t a b l e ,  i n t r a c t a b l e  and  
i m p a t i e n t  a u t o c r a t  who bowed t o  no  o n e  and  t o o k  o r d e r s  

The f o r t h c o m i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  R e v i s e d  Union  L i s t  o f  ' 
M a n u s c r i p t s  h a s  p r o m p t e d  me t o  s h a r e  t h e  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  
my e a r l y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t .  
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f r o m  nobody .  He was s t u b b o r n  a n d  u n c o - o p e r a t i v e .  I would 
b e  l u c k y ,  I was t o l d ,  i f  h e  d i d  n o t  t h r o w  me o u t  of  h i s  
o f f i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  m i n u t e  o f  my v i s i t .  He t o l e r a t e d  
few f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  i t  t o o k  t o  r e f i l l  h i s  p i p e .  He d i s -  
c o u r a g e d  v i s i t s  by i n s i s t i n g  on a n o n y m i t y  of  h i s  o f f i c e ,  
and a n s w e r e d  few l e t t e r s .  He s e l d o m  u s e d  t h e  t e l e p h o n e .  
S a f e  i n  t h e  d a r k  r e c e s s e s  o f  h i s  i m p e n e t r a b l e  o f f i c e  h e  
r u l e d  h i s  a r c h i v e s  a s  a  p r i v a t e  e m p i r e .  

I t  t o o k  me s e v e r a l  h o u r s  t o  l o c a t e  h i s  o f f i c e .  I t  
was w e l l  c a m o u f l a g e d .  T h e r e  w e r e  n o  s i g n s ,  no d i r e c t i o n s ;  
f ew o f  t h o s e  who o c c u p i e d  t h e  same b u i l d i n g  knew o f  t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of  t h e  a r c h i v e s .  When I f i n a l l y  f o u n d  t h e  
o f f i c e ,  I was t o l d  t o  make a n o t h e r  a p p o i n t m e n t .  When I 
e x p l a i n e d  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  my v i s i t ,  I was t o l d  by  h i s  
s e c r e t a r y  t h a t  " s u r e l y  y o u  d o n ' t  e x p e c t  my b o s s  t o  a g r e e  
t o  c o - o p e r a t e  on  t h i s  w h a t c h i m i c a l l i t  Union  L i s t " .  I 
s a i d  t h a t  I d i d ,  and  i n s i s t e d  o n  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t .  She  
s h r u g g e d  h e r  s h o u l d e r s  i n  h e l p l e s s  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  b u t  t o l d  
me t o  come b a c k  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  

I was b a c k  a t  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  t i m e .  The S e c r e t a r y  was  
o u t ,  b u t  a  n o t e  on  h e r  d e s k  r e a d :  "You a r e  e x p e c t e d ,  M r .  
Gordon ,  p l e a s e  go i n  d i r e c t l y " .  I h e s i t a t e d  b e f o r e  I 
knocked  on  t h e  d o o r .  I was n e r v o u s .  T h e r e  was a  s o u n d  
f rom t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  when I k n o c k e d .  I opened  t h e  d o o r  
and w a l k e d  i n .  It was a  l a r g e  room f i l l e d  w i t h  b o o k s ,  
maps,  p i c t u r e s  and  a n  enormous  a r r a y  o f  museum o b j e c t s  
s c a t t e r e d  a l l  o v e r  t h e  p l a c e .  S t a c k s  o f  p a m p h l e t s  and  
p h o t o g r a p h s  c o v e r e d  t h e  t a b l e s ,  I n d i a n  r e l i c s  p r o t r u d e d  
b e t w e e n  t h e  p i l e s  o f  b o o k s ,  g r i m - l o o k i n g  f a c e s ,  h e a v i l y  
f r a m e d , s t a r e d  a t  me f r o m  t h e  w a l l .  A l a r g e  s c u l p t u r e  o f  
Lord S t a n l e y ,  a  r e p l i c a  o f  t h e  s t a t u e  i n  S t a n l e y  P a r k  
o c c u p i e d  a  commanding p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  room a s  i f  t o  g u a r d  
t h e  i n c u m b e n t  f r o m  unwanted  i n t r u d e r s .  

"You a r e  M r .  Gordon ,"  a  b l u n t  v o i c e  s h o t  a t  me f r o m  
b e h i n d  t h e  s t a t u e  " f r o m  O t t a w a ,  I am t o l d " .  

I s a i d  " y e s " ,  somewhat  t i m i d l y ,  d i r e c t i n g  my a n s w e r  
t o  Lord  S t a n l e y .  

" S i t  down w h e r e  I c a n  s e e  you",  s a i d  H i s  L o r d s h i p  . 
w i t h o u t  moving h i s  m a r b l e  l i p s .  I a d v a n c e d  t o  a n  empty 
c h a i r  a n d  s a t  down. I was now a c r o s s  t h e  d e s k  f r o m  a  
man I came t o  a s k  f o r  h e l p  on  t h e  Union  L i s t .  F o r  a  
moment I c o u l d  s e e  l i t t l e  beyond a  c l o u d  o f  smoke e m a n a t i n g  
f r o m  a  huge p i p e  w h i c h  seemed e n c r u s t e d  i n  t h e  mouth o f  
t h e  n a n  who, i n  many w a y s ,  r e s e m b l e d  Lord  S t a n l e y .  The 
c h a i r  t i l t e d  f o r w a r d ;  I b e g a n  t o  f e e l  t h e  f u l l  b r u n t  o f  
q u i z z i c a l  a p p r a i s a l ,  s u s p i c i o u s  b u t  i n s c r u t a b l e .  I f e l t  
v e r y  u n c o m f o r t a b l e .  

I c l e a r e d  my t h r o a t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  a  w e l l - r e -  
h e a r s e d  and  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d  s p e e c h  on t h e  m e r i t s  and  



i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  Union L i s t .  But  I d i d  n o t  g e t  v e r y  f a r .  
With a  b r o a d  sweep of h i s  p i p e  h e  s t o p p e d  me s h o r t .  
" P l e a s e  s p a r e  me a l l  t h i s .  You a r e  w a s t i n g  y o u r  t i m e .  I 
h a v e  n o  i n t e n t i o n  o f  l i s t i n g  a n y  of  my a r c h i v e s  i n  y o u r  
c a t a l o g u e !  I' 

And T h a t  Was I t !  J u s t  l i k e  t h a t .  W i t h o u t  g i v i n g  
me a  c h a n c e  t o  u t t e r  two w o r d s .  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  b e l i e v e  
i t .  My v i s i t  l a s t e d  l e s s  t h a n  a  m i n u t e .  P o s s i b l y  a n o t h e r  
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  b r e v i t y  o f  e n c o u n t e r s  o f  my h o s t .  I 
c o l l e c t e d  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  I b r o u g h t  w i t h  me and p r e p a r e d  
t o  l e a v e .  A l o o k  of  t r i u m p h  on t h e  f a c e  a c r o s s  t h e  d e s k  
c o u l d  n o t  now b e  c o n c e a l e d .  I s t o o d  up t o  l e a v e .  I f e l t  
b a d l y  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  s p i t e  o f  w a r n i n g s  f r o m  D r .  
Lamb I had r e m a i n e d  o p t i m i s t i c .  A f t e r  a l l ,  o n l y  f o u r  
r e p o s i t o r i e s ,  o f  t h e  t o t a l  o f  1 6 2 ,  had made s e r i o u s  r e -  
s e r v a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  c o - o p e r a t e .  T h e r e  w e r e  
l e g i t i m a t e  r e a s o n s  i n  a l l  c a s e s :  s h o r t a g e  o f  s t a f f ,  o t h e r  
p r e s s i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  l a c k  o f  money. But t h i s  was my f i r s t  
r e a l  d e f e a t ,  a n  a b s o l u t e  r e f u s a l  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  
p r o j e c t .  Through  t h e  o p e n  d o o r  I c o u l d  s e e  t h e  s e c r e t a r y .  
She knew I was a b o u t  t o  l e a v e  and was n o t  s u r p r i s e d .  

I l o o k e d  a t  S t a n l e y  b u t  f e l t  no  c o m m i s e r a t i o n .  "You 
d i d n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  g e t  i t  on a  p l a t t e r " ,  h e  seemed t o  s a y .  
F u r i o u s l y  my mind r a c e d  t h r o u g h  a n  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s a g e  
a d v i c e  I r e c e i v e d  f r o m  my s u p e r i o r s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  f o r  
my t r i p .  N o t h i n g  f i t t e d  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  F o r  o n c e  i t  was 
t o  b e :  " i f  a t  f i r s t  you d o n ' t  s u c c e e d ,  g i v e  up a t  o n c e " .  
I was on my f e e t  h e a d i n g  f o r  t h e  d o o r .  Then a  t h o u g h t  
o c c u r r e d  t o  me and I s t o p p e d .  

" A c t u a l l y ,  S i r , "  I s a i d  a s  a  p a r t i n g  t h o u g h t ,  "I 
w a s n ' t  p l a n n i n g  t o  s e e  you a t  a l l .  To b e  q u i t e  f r a n k ,  
t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  h e r e  w h i c h  i s  s u i t a b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  c a t a l o g u e .  We a r e  o n l y  l i s t i n g  m a n u s c r i p t s  
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and I h a v e  b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  
y o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s  a r e  m o s t l y  o f  a  r e c e n t  and l o c a l  n a t u r e . .  
S t a n l e y  and h i s  roommates  o n  t h e  w a l l  s t a r e d  i n  d i s b e l i e f .  
An a n g r y  v o i c e  i n t e r r u p t e d  me. 

"What? ,  What d i d  you s a y ?  You come b a c k  h e r e  and 
l i s t e n  t o  me, young  man! You n e e d  a  l e s s o n  i n  h i s t o r y  
and I am g o i n g  t o  g i v e  i t  t o  you ."  

The i d e a  t o  c a t a l o g u e  a l l  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  o n  
h i s t o r y  had b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  among a r c h i v i s t s  f o r  many y e a r s  
The a d v a n t a g e  o f  knowing  t h e  e x a c t  l o c a t i o n  o f  a l l  s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  d o c u m e n t s  i n  Canada was s e l f - e v i d e n t  t o  a l l  h i s -  
t o r i a n s ,  a r c h i v i s t s ,  c u r a t o r s ,  l i b r a r i a n s  and  o t h e r  c u s -  
t o d i a n s  o f  a r c h i v a l  h o l d i n g s .  The newly-formed A r c h i v e s  
S e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C . H . A .  d i s c u s s e d  i t  a t  i t s  e a r l y  m e e t i n g s  
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and was q u i c k  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  s u c h  a  p r o j e c t .  
It t o o k  f o r m a l  s t e p s  i n  J u n e  1 9 5 9  i n  S a s k a t o o n ,  by d e c i d i n g  
t o  c o n d u c t  a  s u r v e y  of  s e l e c t e d  a r c h i v a l  r e p o s i t o r i e s  w i t h  
t h e  v i e w  t o  c o m p i l i n g  a  l i s t  of  m a n u s c r i p t  s o u r c e s  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e .  A c o m m i t t e e  was fo rmed  i n  S a s k a t o o n  
t o  l a u n c h  t h e  p r o j e c t  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  B e r n a r d  W e i l b r e n n e r ,  
B r u c e  F e r g u s s o n ,  E v e l y n  E a g e r  and B i l l  Ormsby. A q u e s t i o n -  
n a i r e  was d r a f t e d  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  m a j o r  C a n a d i a n  
r e p o s i t o r i e s  r e q u e s t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e i r  h o l d i n g s  and  
on t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h e y  o f f e r .  

The r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  was r e w a r d i n g .  Some 
f o r t y  a r c h i v e s  and l i b r a r i e s  w e r e  q u e r i e d .  Over t h i r t y  
s e n t  a n s w e r s .  E l e v e n  s u b m i t t e d  d e t a i l e d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I n  
May 1 9 6 1 ,  a f t e r  two y e a r s  o f  work ,  t h e  A r c h i v e s  S e c t i o n ,  
w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  p r o d u c e d  a  c a t a -  
l o g u e  o f  P o l i t i c a l  P a p e r s  l i s t i n g  some t h r e e  h u n d r e d  
c o l l e c t i o n s .  E x c e l l e n t  s o  f a r  a s  i t  w e n t ,  t h i s  l i m i t e d  
catalogue f e 1 3  s h o r t  of  t h e  w i d e r  n e e d s  o f  h i s t o r i a n s ,  
a r c h i v i s t s  and o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s .  T h e r e  was a  p r e s s i n g  
need  f o r  a  Union L i s t  o f  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  h o l d i n g s  i n  
Canada a r c h i v e s .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  
C o n g r e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  on L i b r a r y  Re- 
s o u r c e s  d e c i d e d  t o  c o m p i l e  a  N a t i o n a l  Union C a t a l o g u e  of  
M a n u s c r i p t  C o l l e c t i o n s  ( f o n d l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  NUCMUC). 
I n  Canada ,  t o o ,  t h e  i d e a  g a t h e r e d  momentum. E a r l y  i n  1 9 6 1 ,  
t h e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  A r c h i v e s  
S e c t i o n  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  f o r  
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  I n  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  t h r e e  b o d i e s  
a g r e e d  t o  s p o n s o r  a  p r o j e c t  t o  b e  known a s  t h e  Union  L i s t  
of M a n u s c r i p t s  i n  C a n a d i a n  R e p o s i t o r i e s * .  The b a s e  o f  
t h e  p r o j e c t  w a s - t o  b e  t h e  A r c h i v e s  S e c t i o n ' s  L i s t  o f  
P o l i t i c a l  P a p e r s ;  t h e  P.A.C. c o m m i t t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  
a n  e d i t o r  and c l e r i c a l  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s  R e s e a r c h  
C o u n c i l  g r a n t e d  $ 1 0 , 8 0 0  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  work t o  b e  
d o n e  o u t s i d e  o f  O t t a w a .  I n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  $ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0  
NUCMUC b u d g e t  o u r  b e g i n n i n g  was m o d e s t .  

The p r o j e c t  b e g a n  w i t h  t h e  s t a f f  o f  o n e ,  m y s e l f .  I 
was g i v e n  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  t i t l e ,  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  ULM. I 
w a s n ' t  q u i t e  s u r e  w h a t  i t  m e a n t ,  b u t  i t  d i d  n o t  m a t t e r .  
I was t o o  b u s y  g e t t i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  underway .  The o b j e c -  . 
t i v e s ,  t h e  s c o p e ,  and t h e  t e r m s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  h a d  t o  b e  
d e f i n e d .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  ULM when c o m p l e t e d  
s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  e x t e n t ,  n a t u r e  and  
l o c a t i o n  o f  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  b o d i e s  o f  u n p u b l i s h e d  r e s e a r c h  
m a t e r i a l  i n  Canada .  The m a t e r i a l  was t o  b e  d e s c r i b e d  

* 
It t o o k  some t i m e  t o  c o n v i n c e  o u r  s p o n s o r s  t h a t  t h e  
t e r m  " r e p o s i t o r y "  was l e g i t i m a t e .  I t  h a s  now g a i n e d  
g e n e r a l  a c c e p t a n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  o u r  p r o f e s s i o n .  
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u n d e r  t h e  names o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  
a g e n c i e s  o r  c o r p o r a t e  b o d i e s  who c r e a t e d  ( r e c e i v e d ) ,  a c c u  
m u l a t e d  a n d  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  p a p e r s .  A c e r t a i n  amount  o f  
p e r s o n a l  d a t a  was  t o  b e  g i v e n ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  d a t e s  o f  b i r t h  
a n d  d e a t h ,  p r i n c i p a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  a n d  p l a c e s  o f  r e s i d e n c e  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( o r  f a m i l i e s )  u n d e r  whose names t h e  p a p e r s  
a r e  l i s t e d .  D e t a i l s  w e r e  a l s o  t o  b e  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  t y p e  
o f  p a p e r s ,  i n c l u s i v e  d a t e s ,  l i n e a r  e x t e n t ,  l o c a t i o n  o f  
o r i g i n a l s ,  a v a i l a b l e  f i n d i n g  a i d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  b r e a k -  
down b y  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  s u b j e c t s ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p e r -  
s o n s ,  e v e n t s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r i o d s .  The u l t i m a t e  a i m  
was t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  e n t r i e s  i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r  i n  b o o k  
c a t a l o g u e  f o r m ,  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  i t  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  i n d e x .  

W h i l e  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t  o f  r e p o s i t o r i e s - t o - b e -  
c o v e r e d  was  b e i n g  p r e p a r e d  a  b a s i c  d e c i s i o n  h a d  t o  b e  
t a k e n .  What t y p e  o f  a r c h i v e s  s h o u l d  b e  c o v e r e d ?  I t  
seemed l i k e  a  s u p e r f l u o u s  q u e s t i o n  e x c e p t  t h a t  some r e p o s i  
t o r i e s  g r a n t e d  l i t t l e ,  i f  a n y  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  
h o l d i n g s .  Was i t  p r o p e r  t o  l i s t  h o l d i n g s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  
p u b l i c  h a d  n o  a c c e s s ?  M o r e o v e r ,  p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  
o f t e n  c h a n g e  h a n d s ,  o r  s i m p l y  move t o  new l o c a t i o n s ,  a n d  
a l l  s o r t s  o f  a r b i t r a r y  m o t i v e s  and  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  p a p e r s .  

The c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n  was  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  medium 
( t y p e  o r  c a t e g o r y )  o f  m a t e r i a l  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  l i s t .  I t  was d e c i d e d  t o  c o v e r  a l l  o r i g i n a l  t e x -  
t u a l  r e s e a r c h  m a t e r i a l ,  g e n e r a l l y  known a s  t h e  P r i m a r y  
S o u r c e s .  It i n c l u d e s  a l l  f o r m s  o f  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  p u b l i c  
a n d  c o r p o r a t e  r e c o r d s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  w h e t h e r  h a n d w r i t t e n ,  
t y p e w r i t t e n ,  p h o t o c o p i e d  o r  p r i n t e d .  I t  e x c l u d e s  pub-  
l i s h e d  m a t e r i a l ,  n e w s p a p e r s ,  maps ,  p i c t u r e s  ( p r i n t s ,  
p a i n t i n g s ,  d r a w i n g s  and  p h o t o g r a p h s .  The l a t t e r  c a t e -  
g o r y  was  t o  b e  i n c l u d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h e n e v e r  i t  f o r m e d  
p a r t  o f  o r  e n c l o s u r e s  t o  t e x t u a l  m a t e r i a l s . )  

The n e x t  s t r u g g l e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a  
u n i t ,  w h i c h  was  t o  f o r m  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r y  i n  t h e  ULM. I t  
was g e n e r a l l y  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  h o l d i n g s  o f  a r c h i v a l  r e p o s i -  
t o r i e s  u s u a l l y  c o n s i s t  o f  " n a t u r a l  u n i t s " ,  e . g .  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  p a p e r s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  f a m i l i e s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  d e p a r t m e n t s  
o r  c o r p o r a t e  b o d i e s .  The u n i t s  v a r y  i n  s i z e  f r o m  s i n g l e  
d o c u m e n t s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  m a r r i a g e  c o n t r a c t  o f  Samue l  
d e  C h a m p l a i n ,  t o  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  S i r  J o h n  
A .  Macdona ld  P a p e r s .  Thus  t h e r e  was  g o i n g  t o  b e  a  
s e p a r a t e  e n t r y  f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s o c i e t y  o r  a s s o c i a -  
t i o n ,  a  c h u r c h ,  a  c o u r t  o f  l a w ,  a  s c h o o l ,  a  m i l i t a r y  u n i t ,  
a  b u s i n e s s  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  a n  I n d i a n  b a n d ,  a  l a b o u r  u n i o n ,  
a  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n c y ,  e t c .  e t c .  The t i t l e  o f  t h e  u n i t  was  
t o  b e  t h e  name o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  c o r p o r a t e  body  t h a t  
r e c e i v e d ,  c r e a t e d  a n d  a c c u m u l a t e d  t h e  p a p e r s .  The m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  was  t o  c o r r e c t l y  
i d e n t i f y  t h e  t i t l e s  o f  t h e  u n i t s .  Time a n d  a g a i n  we 
s t r e s s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  Who was t h e  o r i g i n a l  owner  o f  
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t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ?  O r ,  t o  whom s h o u l d  t h e  document  ( o r  
c o l l e c t i o n )  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  i t  ( h i s t o r i -  
c a l l y  s p e a k i n g )  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  who o r i g i n -  
a l l y  p o s s e s s e d  i t ?  The  name o f  t h e  a d d r e s s e e ,  n o  m a t t e r  
how a n c i e n t  was  t h e  p r o p e r  t i t l e  o f  t h e  u n i t .  

The  r i g i d  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t i t l e s  o f  u n i t s  p a i d  h a n d -  
s o m e l y  i n  t h e  e n d .  It e n a b l e d  u s  t o  l i s t  i n  o n e  s e q u e n c e  
a l l  c o l l e c t i o n s  e m a n a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  same s o u r c e .  I t  a l s o  
s y s t e m a t i z e d  t h e  ma in  e n t r y  c a t a l o g u e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  r e p o s i t o r i e s .  F o r  some a r c h i v e s ,  a s  f o r  
o u r  own M a n u s c r i p t  D i v i s i o n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  was  t r a u m a t i c .  
Almost  o v e r n i g h t ,  t h e  o l d  F i r s t  I n d e x ,  t h e  k e y  l i s t  o f  
o u r  c o l l e c t i o n s  became  v i r t u a l l y  o b s o l e t e .  A p p l y i n g  t h e  
new r u l e s  we h a d  t o  r e - w r i t e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t i t l e s  o f  e n t r i e s  
t h u s  c r e a t i n g  a  new Main E n t r y  C a t a l o g u e  (MEC). Out o f  
t h i s  t h e r e  emerged  a  G u i d e  t o  t h e  P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  ULM 
R e t u r n s ,  a n d  a  r e t u r n  f o r m  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  e n t r i e s  
t o  o u r  o f f i c e .  

But  D r .  Lamb, who was t h e  P r o j e c t  D i r e c t o r ,  was  a  
c a u t i o u s  p l a n n e r .  " L e t ' s  r u n  a  p i l o t  s u r v e y  i n  o n e  o f  
t h e  n e a r b y  r e p o s i t o r i e s " ,  h e  s u g g e s t e d .  I a g r e e d ,  a n d  
we c a s t  o u r  t h o u g h t s  t o  p o s s i b l e  c a n d i d a t e s .  As u s u a l  i n  
t i m e s  o f  g r e a t  " c r i s e s "  i t  was  D o r i s  M a r t i n ,  " t h e  power  
b e h i n d  t h e  P.A.C. t h r o n e " ,  who made t h e  r i g h t  s u g g e s t i o n .  
"Why d o n ' t  you  two s a s h a y  down t o  M o n t r e a l  a n d  s e e  I b b y ? "  
I s a b e l  D o b e l l  t h e  C u r a t o r  o f  McCord Museum t h u s  became  
t h e  g u i n e a - p i g  o f  t h e  ULM. 

S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  C h r i s t m a s  i n  1 9 6 1  D r .  Lamb a s k e d  
me t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t o u r  o f  a l l  a r c h i v a l  
r e p o s i t o r i e s  i n  C a n a d a  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  A t l a n t i c  P r o -  ' i  
v i n c e s .  I t  was  a  b i g  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  w h i c h  I e s t i m a t e d  1 
would  t a k e  a  w h o l e  y e a r  t o  c o m p l e t e .  I was  t o  s t a r t  a s  
s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  It was d e c i d e d  t h a t  I s h o u l d  l e a v e  i n  
F e b r u a r y .  I d r e w  my s c h e d u l e  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t r e p i d a -  
t i o n .  A f t e r  a l l ,  w h a t  d i d  I know a b o u t  w i n t e r s  o f  Nova 
S c o t i a 7 -  A g a i n ,  D o r i s  M a r t i n  came t h r o u g h  w i t h  f l y i n g  J 

c o l o u r s .  "You h a v e  t h e  Simeon P e r k i n s  D i a r i e s ,  d o n ' t  
y o u ,  t h e y  w i l l  t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  t h e  w i n t e r s  i n  Nova S c o t i a , "  
s h e  s u g g e s t e d  h e l p f u l l y .  So I s e t t l e d  down t o  s t u d y  j/ 

c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  N.S. ,  N.B. and  P . E . I .  b y  r e a d i n g  ' 

j o u r n a l s  a n d  d i a r i e s ,  n o t i n g  down t e m p e r a t u r e s ,  p r e c i p i -  
? 

t a t i o n  a n d  i c e  c o n d i t i o n s .  W i t h  much r e l i e f  I l e a r n e d  I 
t h a t  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 7 7 5 ,  Simeon P e r k i n s ,  t h e n  r e s i d e n t  o f  1 i 
L i v e r p o o l ,  N .S . ,  was  m a k i n g  d a i l y  t r i p s  t o  t h e  woods I 

w i t h o u t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  snow s h o e s .  H a l f  a  c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  
J o s e p h  Howe was  o n  t h e  r o a d  e v e n  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .  
The c o a c h  s e r v i c e  b e t w e e n  W i n d s o r  a n d  H a l i f a x  o p e r a t e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  a l m o s t  w i t h o u t  i n t e r r u p t i o n .  F o r t i -  I 

f i e d  b y  t h e s e  r e - a s s u r a n c e s  I d e c i d e d  t o  t r a v e l  by c a r .  
I 

It  was  a  b o l d  d e c i s i o n ,  a s  I l e a r n e d  l a t e r ,  o f t e n  
t o  my r e g r e t .  I d i d  h a v e  s o b e r  w a r n i n g s  f r o m  my Nova 



S c o t i a  f r i e n d s ,  b u t  t h e  image  of  Simeon P e r k i n s  p r a n c i n g  
g a i l y  i n  t h e  woods i n  F e b r u a r y  made me p e r s e v e r e ,  and  on 
t h e  m o r n i n g  of  F e b r u a r y  1 6  I p o i n t e d  my f a i t h f u l  c h a r i o t  
i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  E a s t ,  l o a d e d  i t  w i t h  h a l f  
a  t o n  of m a n u a l s ,  i n v e n t o r i e s ,  r e p o r t  f o r m s  and maps,  and  
s t e p p e d  o n  t h e  g a s .  The p a r t i n g  w o r d s  f r o m  B i l l  Ormsby 
w e r e  " I f  you g e t  l o s t ,  go  n a t i v e ,  boy". 

My b a t t l e  w i t h  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  w i n t e r  b e g a n  a l m o s t  
i m m e d i a t e l y .  A h u g e  snow s t o r m  c a u g h t  up w i t h  me i n  
C o r n w a l l  and k e p t  me company d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  t r e k  t h r o u g h  
t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  By t h e  t i m e  I r e - e n t e r e d  
Canada a t  S t .  C r o i x  i n  N e w  Brunswick  I had  s h o v e l l e d  
enough  snow f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  w h e e l s  o f  my c a r  t o  l a s t  me 

i 
t h e  r e s t  o f  my l i f e .  L i t t l e  d i d  I know what  l a y  a h e a d .  
Many a  t i m e  I w i s h e d  I had t a k e n  D r .  Lamb's a d v i c e  and  
had  d o n e  by t r a v e l l i n g  by t r a i n .  But t h i n g s  c h a n g e d  when 
I c r o s s e d  i n t o  New B r u n s w i c k ,  and F r e d e r i c t o n  g r e e t e d  me 
w i t h  warm s u n s h i n e  and t h e  f i r s t  s i g n s  o f  s p r i n g .  

The L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly was my f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  
s t o p ,  and  a  good omen of t h i n g s  t o  come. M r .  M a u r i c e  
Boone, t h e  L i b r a r i a n ,  r o b b e d  me of  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
d e l i v e r  my " s a l e s  p i t c h "  by p r o m p t l y  a g r e e i n g  t o  c o -  
o p e r a t e  on o u r  p r o j e c t .  I f e l t  c h e a t e d  b e c a u s e  I worked 
h a r d  on my w e l l - r e h e a r s e d  s p e e c h  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  
t h e  ULM. I n  f a c t ,  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  my v i s i t ,  M r .  Boone 
had a l r e a d y  s t a c k e d  on a  t a b l e  h i s  most  v a l u a b l e  manu- 
s c r i p t s  and r e c o r d s ,  and  was r e a d y  t o  s t a r t  c a t a l o g u i n g  
them. My f i r s t  r e p o r t  t o  O t t a w a  was t h a t  30 ULM r e t u r n s  
w e r e  b e i n g  m a i l e d  f o r t h w i t h .  T h i s  r e a d y  and h e l p f u l  c o -  
o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  my A t l a n t i c  c o l l e a g u e s  was 
g o i n g  t o  p l a g u e  me a l l  t h r o u g h  my e n t i r e  t r i p .  I t h o u g h t  
i t  m a n i f e s t l y  u n f a i r  t h a t  I s h o u l d  b e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e p o r t  t o  Ot tawa  b r i l l i a n t  v i c t o r i e s  o v e r  
s t u b b o r n ,  u n w i l l i n g  and u n c o - o p e r a t i v e  a r c h i v i s t s .  

The same s t o r y  was r e p e a t e d  a t  t h e  U . N . B .  D r .  
G e r t r u d e  Gunn u n f o l d e d  b e f o r e  me h e r  p l a n s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  
e n t r i e s  e v e n  b e f o r e  I managed t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  
my v i s i t .  She  t o o k  me t o  t h e  i n n e r  s a n c t u m  o f  t h e  
a r c h i v e s  and showed me t h e  B e n n e t t  P a p e r s ,  and  a  f i n e  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  d o c u m e n t s  g a t h e r e d  by L o ~ d  B e a v e r b r o o k .  
Among them I f o u n d  a  s m a l l  d i a r y  o f  Simon M c G i l l i v r a y ,  
t h e  f u r  b a r o n  o f  M o n t r e a l .  The same f r i e n d l y  r e c e p t i o n  
g r e e t e d  me a t  t h e  York-Sunbury H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  
L t .  Gen. E.W. Samson, P r e s i d e n t  and P r o f .  D.W.L. E a r l ,  
a r c h i v i s t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  b o t h  p r o m i s e d  f u l l  co-ope ratio^ 
and  s u p p o r t .  

W i t h  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  my work i n  F r e d e r i c t o n ,  I moved 
my b a s e  t o  S a i n t  J o h n .  The m o r n i n g  I d e c i d e d  t o  l e a v e  
F r e d e r i c t o n  a n o t h e r  b o u n t i f u l  snow-s to rm b l a n k e t e d  t h e  
c i t y  and I had  d i f f i c u l t y  f i n d i n g  my c a r  i n  t h e  p a r k i n g  
l o t  o f  t h e  h o t e l .  But  s p r i n g  comes t o  New b r u n s w i c k  more 
t h a n  o n c e  a  y e a r ,  and  by  t h e  t i m e  I d u g  m y s e l f  o u t  t h e  
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s u n  was  s h i n i n g  i n  f u l l  f o r c e .  

Nex t  t o  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  A r c h i v e s  t h e  New B r u n s w i c k  
Museum was  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e p o s i t o r y  e a s t  o f  Quebec C i t y .  
I t  h a d  e x t e n s i v e  h o l d i n g s  o f  m a n u s c r i p t s  of i m p r e s s i v e  
v i n t a g e ,  known a s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H i s t o r y .  W h i l e  some 
u n i t s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  i n  s i z e ,  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  v a l u e  
i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e .  The  names o f  e a r l y  l o y a l i s t  s e t t l e r s  
f o r m  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h e  i n d e x e s ,  a n d  a r e  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f  t h e  
m a t e r i a l .  R e p o s i t o r i e s  w h i c h  c o n t a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  manu- 
s c r i p t s  p r e - d a t i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of B r i t i s h  r u l e  i n  
Canada  a l w a y s  i n t i m i d a t e  me. L a t e r  i n  H a l i f a x ,  and  a g a i n  
i n  S t .  J o h n ' s ,  Newfound land  I was  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  same 
f e e l i n g  o f  d e e p  f a s c i n a t i o n .  

D r .  G e o r g e  MacBea th  was  C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  Museum; h i s  
A s s i s t a n t  was  M i s s  E i l e e n  C u s h i n g .  They w e r e  b o t h  h e l p -  
f u l a n d  a t t e n t i v e .  To make my p r o j e c t  b e t t e r  known, D r .  
MacBeath  i n v i t e d  me c o  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  N . B .  
Board o f  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  a n d  g a v e  me t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
a d d r e s s  t h e  m e e t i n g .  A s  t h e  r e s u l t  I was  a b l e  t o  a d d  
new names  t o  my s c h e d u l e  o f  p l a c e s  t o  v i s i t .  

The  l o g i s t i c s  o f  t h e  t r i p w e r e  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  The 
m e e t i n g  i n  S a i n t  J o h n  made me r e a l i z e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of 
p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s .  D u r i n g  t h e  t r i p  I was c a l l e d  o n  t o  
g i v e  i n t e r v i e w s  t o  t h e  p r e s s ,  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  r a d i o  a n d  
T.V., a t t e n d  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d r i n k  i n t e r m i n a b l e  c u p s  
o f  c o f f e e .  A l l  t h i s  c a l l e d  f o r  l i a i s o n  w i t h  O t t a w a ,  
e n d l e s s  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t s  f o r  i n v i t a t i o n s  t o  d i n n e r s ,  a n d  
amendments  t o  my s c h e d u l e .  The c a r  was  my o f f i c e ,  comp: 
l e t e  w i t h  a  t y p e w r i t e r ,  a  p i l e  o f  s t a t i o n e r y ,  a n d  s t a n -  
d a r d  r e f e r e n c e  w o r k s .  Even t h o u g h  a l l  v i s i t s  w e r e  p r e -  
a r r a n g e d  b e f o r e  my d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  O t t a w a ,  I f o u n d  i t  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  s e v e r a l  l e t t e r s  a  d a y .  One r e a s o n  
was  t h a t  u n c e r t a i n  w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  p l a y e d  h a v o c  w i t h  
t h e  d a t e s .  V i s i t s  h a d  t o  b e  r e - s c h e d u l e d  a n d  new a p p o i n t -  
m e n t s  a r r a n g e d .  When c e r t a i n  r o a d s  became i m p a s s a b l e  t h e  
i t i n e r a r y  h a d  t o  b e  c h a n g e d  a n d  m a i l  r e - d i r e c t e d .  

The l a s t  d a y s  o f  F e b r u a r y  w e r e  s p e n t  a t  F o r t  Beaus,=- 
j o q r  p r e p a r i n g  a  d e t a i l e d  i n v e n t o r y  o f  t h e i r  h o l d i n g s .  
The F o r t  was  t h e  w o r k s h o p  o f  t h e  l a t e  D r .  J . C .  W e b s t e r ,  
t h e  r enowned  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  M a r i t i m e s .  T r a c e s  o f  h i s  
work  w e r e  s t i l l  i n  e v i d e n c e  and  a i d e d  me i n  c o m p i l i n g  t h e  
e n t r i e s .  M r .  G i l l ,  t h e  C u r a t o r  worked  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  me 
o n  t h e  r e t u r n s ,  t y p i n g  o u t  t h e  e n t r i e s  w h i l e  I examined  
t h e  s t a c k s  o f  p a p e r s .  When I l e f t  t h e  F o r t ,  more  t h a n  
h a l f  t h e  h o l d i n g s  had  b e e n  e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  f o r m s .  The 
c u r a t o r ' s  e n t h u s i a s m  c o n t i n e d  a f t e r  my d e p a r t u r e  a n d  
y i e l d e d  many a d d i t i o n a l  r e t u r n s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  
t h o r o u g h  s e a r c h  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  s e v e r a l  f o r g o t t e n  docu-  
m e n t s ,  among them some v e r y  o l d  r e g i s t e r s  o f  b i r t h s ,  
m a r r i a g e s  a n d  d e a t h s ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
s e t t l e r s  o f  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e .  I n  S a c k v i l l e ,  



a t  Mount A l l i s o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  I had  my f i r s t  l o o k  a t  c h u r c  
a r c h i v e s .  M r .  L a u r i e  A l l i s o n ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r i a n  
who was a l s o  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n f e r e n c e  
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  o f  Canada  h a d  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  e x t e n -  
s i v e  r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  M a r i t i m e  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h .  
The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  c h u r c h  a r c h i v e s  p r e s e n t s  n o r m a l l y  
f ew p r o b l e m s .  Bu t  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  t h e  c a s e  i s  
d i f f e r e n t .  A f t e r  t h e  1 9 2 5  U n i o n  t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  i n d i v i -  
d u a l  c h u r c h e s  h a d  t o  b e  r e - a r r a n g e d  s o  a s  t o  r e f l e c t  
t h e  c o n t i n u i t y . o f  c o n g r e g a t i o n s .  

A t  t h e  A c a d i a n  A r c h i v e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  h o u s e d  a t  t h e  
S a i n t  J o s e p h  U n i v e r s i t y ,  now t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Monc ton ,  
t h e  p r o b l e m  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  d e s c r i p t i o n  was  e v e n  more  
c o m p l e x .  T h e r e  w e r e  some f i f t e e n  l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  
p a p e r s  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  A c a d i a n s .  The l a r g e s t  o f  t h e s e  wer 
t h e  p a p e r s  o f  P l a c i d e  G a u d e t ,  t h e  famed g e n e a l o g i s t .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  w e r e  h u g e  m a s s e s  o f  s e p a r a t e  d o c u m e n t s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  o u r  
d e f i n i t i o n  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  i t e m s  w e r e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
s e p a r a t e  u n i t ,  m e r i t i n g  a n  e n t r y  i n  t h e  ULM. The t a s k  
o f  l i s t i n g  t h e s e  i t e m s  was  o u t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  t h e  
s t a f f  o f  t h e  a r c h i v e s  c o u l d  n o t  u n d e r t a k e  i t ;  t h e  U n i o n  
L i s t  h a d  n o  s p a c e  f o r  s o  many e n t r i e s .  S o m e t h i n g  had  t o  
b e  d o n e  t o  b r i n g  t h e s e  p a p e r s  i n t o  m a n a g e a b l e  u n i t s .  
A f t e r  l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  R t .  Rev. Omer C o r m i e r ,  
R e c t o r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  who c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m a t t e r  
i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o u r  w o r k ,  and  R o n a l d  
L e b l a n c ,  t h e  a r c h i v i s t ,  i t  was  d e c i d e d  t o  c r e a t e  a r t i f i -  
c i a l  u n i t s  o f  p a p e r s .  A l l  i n d i v i d u a l  i t e m s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  
i n t o  u n i t s  o f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l o c a t i o n s  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  
c o l l e c t i v e  e n t r i e s  f o r  p a p e r s  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  same a r e a s .  
What loomed l i k e  5 , 0 0 0  e n t t i e s  was  r e d u c e d  t o  o n e - h u n d -  ' 

r e d t h  o f  i t s  s i z e .  

I c r o s s e d  i n t o  Nova S c o t i a  a t  A m h e r s t ,  a n d  p r o m p t l y  
c o l l i d e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  snow s t o r m .  The  s t o r m  came f r o m  
P . E . I .  a n d  f o l l o w e d  me t o  T r u r o .  But  I e s c a p e d  t o  
W i n d s o r ,  w h e r e  I s t o p p e d  t o  l i s t  t h e  MSS a t  t h e  " C l i f t o n "  
H a l i b u r t o n  Museum. Rev.  J . C .  C o c h r a n ' s  t y p e s c r i p t  o f  
l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  K i n g ' s  C o l l e g e  was  t h e  o n l y  r e t u r n a b l e  
m a t e r i a l ,  a n d  I was o f f  t o  t h e  Grand  ~ r g  N a t i o n a l  H i s -  
t o r i c  P a r k  w i t h  i t s  f a m o u s  m u s e u m - a r c h i v e s  c h u r c h .  The 
s t o r m  had  a l r e a d y  v i s i t e d  W o l f v i l l e ,  a n d  Gordon  L e b l a n c ,  
t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  Museum had  t o  s h o v e l  snow t o  
g e t  me i n t o  t h e  C h u r c h .  I n s i d e ,  I was  i m p r e s s e d  w i t h  
w a l l - s i z e  p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  d o c u m e n t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  A c a d i a n s .  
They made s t r o n g  i m p a c t  o n  v i e w e r s ,  a n d  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  
o f  e x p u l s i o n  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y .  

But  I was l o o k i n g  f o r  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l s .  From l o n  
e x p e r i e n c e  I h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e s e  p a p e r s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
r e p o s e  i n  b a s e m e n t s ,  a t t i c s  a n d  o t h e r  l e s s  a c c e s s i b l e  
p l a c e s .  I was  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t e d .  The b a s e m e n t  o f  t h e  
c h u r c h ,  w h i c h  M r .  L e b l a n c  a n d  I t h o r o u g h l y  r a n s a c k e d  



y i e l d e d  more  t h a n  a  d o z e n  o r i g i n a l  d o c u m e n t s ,  a l l  o f  
them s u i t a b l e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  ULM. 

I t  i s  o n l y  f a i r  t o  s a y  t h a t  a f t e r  a w k i l e  I became  
a n  e x p e r t  o n  s e a r c h i n g  a t t i c s  a n d  b a s e m e n t s .  Much t o  t h e  
amusement  o f  c u s t o d i a n s  who u s u a l l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  me o n  my 
f o r a y s  i n t o  s e l d o m - f r e q u e n t e d  p a r t s  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  I 
w e n t  a r o u n d  t a p p i n g  o n  w a l l s  a n d  f l o o r s ,  p o k i n g  my n o s e  
i n t o  r e c e s s e s  o f  u n u s e d  r o o m s , o f t e n  f o r c i n g  r u s t y  p a d -  
l o c k s ,  l e a f i n g  t h r o u g h  b u n d l e s  o f  o l d  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  f o r -  
g o t t e n  c u p b o a r d s  a n d  c o b w e b - e n c r u s t e d  c h e s t s .  The h a b i t  
h a s  p r o d u c e d  u n e x p e c t e d  d i s c o v e r i e s .  A t l a n t i c  p r o v i n c e s  
a r e  f u l l  o f  o l d  museums,  c h u r c h  a r c h i v e s ,  l i b r a r i e s  a n d  
c i t y  h a l l s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  o f t e n  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  p a p e r s .  To 
l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  t h e s e  p l a c e s  a r e  t h e  r e p o s i t o r y  o f  t h e i r  
f a m i l y  b i b l e s ,  p e r s o n a l  d i a r i e s ,  l e g a l  d e e d s  a n d  o t h e r  
p a p e r s .  C a r e l e s s  c u s t o d i a n s  h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  r e l e g a t e d  
s u c h  d o c u m e n t s  t o  o b s c u r e  c o r n e r s  o f  b a s e m e n t s  o r  
a t t i c s ,  a n d  t h e i r  s u c c e s s o r s  o f t e n  f o r g o t  a b o u t  them.  
I t  was  my f o r t u n e  t o  r e s u r r e c t  many o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s  t o  
t h e i r  r i g h t f u l  p l a c e .  

A f t e r  a  b r i e f  s t o p  a t  t h e  A c a d i a  U n i v e r s i t y ,  w h e r e  
I h a d  my s e c o n d  l o o k  a t  a  c h u r c h  a r c h i v e s ,  t h i s  t i m e  t h e  
c o l l e c t o n s  o f  t h e  M a r i t i m e  B a p t i s t  C o n v e n t i o n ,  I a r r i v e d  
a t  t h e  F o r t  Anne N a t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  P a r k .  The museum h a s  
a n  a r c h i v e s  w h i c h  i s  a  t r e a s u r e h o u s e  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  manu- 
s c r i p t s .  The p a p e r s  h a d  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  
many y e a r s  b y  f o r m e r  a r c h i v i s t s ,  M r .  L e f t u s  M o r t o n  F o r t i e r  
a n d  M r s .  L a u r i e  H a r d i e .  I worked  s t e a d i l y  f o r  t h r e e  d a y s  
a s  t h e r e  was  n o  o n e  t o  c a t a l o g u e  t h e  h o l d i n g s .  T h i s  i s  
o n e  r e p o s i t o r y  w h i c h  s h o u l d  b e  e x a m i n e d  i n  some d e t a i l  b y  
t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v i s t  a s  i t  c o n t a i n s  many v a l u a b l e  
d o c u m e n t s .  The r e f e r e n c e  l i b r a r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a s  many 
r a r e  b o o k s  some o f  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  r e s t o r a t i o n .  

The c o a s t  o f  Nova S c o t i a  i s  d o t t e d  w i t h  many f a s -  
c i n a t i n g  museums: Y a r m o u t h ,  S h e l b u r n e ,  L i v e r p o o l ,  
B r i d g e w a t e r ,  j u s t  t o  m e n t j o n  a  f e w .  A l l  h a v e  i m p o r t a n t  
a r c h i v e s ,  many o f  them c o n t a i n i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  m a n u s c r i p t s .  
Old f a m i l y  b i b l e s ,  d i a r i e s ,  l e g a l  d e e d s  a n d  o t h e r  p a p e r s  
r e l a t i n g  t o  s h i p s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  common e x a m p l e s .  The 
P e r k i n s  Museum i n  L i v e r p o o l  h a s  t h e  f a m o u s  Simeon P e r k i n s  
d i a r i e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  k e p t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  R o y a l  Bank o f  C a n a d a .  
I v i s i t e d  t h e  b a n k  a n d  a s k e d  t o  s e e  t h e  d i a r i e s .  T h e r e  
was a n  a u r a  o f  p r i d e  when t h e  v o l u m e s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d .  
I was  t o l d  a f t e r w a r d s  t h a t  I was  b e i n g  c l o s e l y  w a t c h e d  
t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e  h e i r l o o m s  d i d  n o t  end  u p  i n  my b r i e f -  
c a s e .  T h e r e  w a s ,  i n d e e d ,  some c o n s t e r n a t i o n  when i t  
was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  some v o l u m e s  w e r e  m i s s i n g .  Even my 
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  v o l u m e s  had  b e e n  m i s s i n g  f o r  many 
y e a r s  d i d  n o t  a l l a y  s u s p i c i o n s  u n t i l  I was  a b l e  t o  p r o -  

d u c e a p r i n t e d  i n v e n t o r y  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  t h e  g a p .  

I v i s i t e d  many o t h e r  a r c h i v e s  and  museums a l o n g  
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t h e  c o a s t a l  h i g h w a y ,  a n d  was  now n e a r i n g  H a l i f a x ,  w h e r e  
I f i n a l l y  a r r i v e d  o n  March  t h e  7 t h .  My f i r s t  t a r g e t  was  
t h e  v e n e r a b l e  P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  Nova S c o t i a .  The c o -  
o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  PANS was v i t a l  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  
P r o j e c t ,  and  I was  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  n e r v o u s  when I a p p r o a c h e  
D r .  B r u c e  F e r g u s s o n ,  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v i s t .  Bu t  D r .  
F e r g u s s o n  d i d  n o t  d i s a p p o i n t  me. He p r o m i s e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
a n d  k e p t  h i s  w o r d .  M o r e o v e r  h e  h e l p e d  me b y  o f f e r i n g  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  o t h e r  a r c h i v e s  i n  H a l i f a x  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  
A t  D a l h o u s i e  U n i v e r s i t y  I f o u n d  a  b e a u t i f u l  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  Rudyard  K i p l i n g ' s  l e t t e r s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s  a n d  a  
b u n d l e  o f  l e t t e r s  o f  J a m e s  W o l f e ,  J o s e p h  Howe a n d  J u d g e  
H a l i b u r t o n .  At K i n g ' s  C o l l e g e  I was shown t h e  p a p e r s  o f  
B i s h o p  J o h n  I n g l i s ,  a n d  a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c  S t .  P a u l ' s  C h u r c h  
I l o o k e d  i n  awe a t  a n  u n b r o k e n  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p a r i s h  
r e c o r d s  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  1 7 4 9 .  The R t .  Rev.  R.H. Wate rman ,  
A n g l i c a n  B i s h o p  o f  H a l i f a x  showed me t h e  new d i o c e s a n  
a r c h i v e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  t h r e e  museums on C i t a d e l  H i l l  
a l l o w e d  me f r e e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t i n g  d o c u m e n t s .  
I t  was n o t  e a s y  t o  d u p l i c a t e  s u c h  a  c o r d i a l  a n d  h o s p i t -  
a b l e  r e c e p t i o n .  

The  Cape B r e t o n  I s l a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o v e d  t h a t  i t  
c o u l d  b e  d o n e .  The l i t t l e  X a v i e r  J u n i o r  C o l l e g e ,  w i t h  i t s  
a c t i v e  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a r c h i v i s t ,  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  B e a t o n ,  
a t  t h e  t i m e  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t  o f  S c o t l a n d ,  welcomed me 
by s i m p l y  c l o s i n g  down t h e  n o r m a l  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  a r c h i v e  
a n d  g i v i n g  me c o m p l e t e  a t t e n t i o n  d u r i n g  my s t a y  i n  S y d n e y .  
The a r c h i v e s  s u r p r i s e d  me w i t h  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  C a p e - B r e t o n n i a n a ,  A c a d i a n a  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  S c o t s m e n .  T h e r e  a r e  e x t e n s i v e  
c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  p a p e r s  o f  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  s o c i a l  
w o r k e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  l a b o u r  l e a d e r s .  The 
p a p e r s  a r e  w e l l  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  boxed  a n d  
l a b e l l e d .  The a r c h i v e s  i s  S i s t e r  M a r g a r e t ' s  l a b o u r  o f  
l o v e ,  a n d  s h e  s p e n d s  m o s t  o f  h e r  t i m e  c a r i n g  f o r  them.  
I t  was t h r o u g h  h e r  t h a t  I was a b l e  t o  m e e t  Miss K a t h e r i n e  
MacLennan,  d a u g h t e r  o f  t h e  l a t e  S e n a t o r  J . S .  MacLennan,  
a n d  t o  e x a m i n e  a  r i c h  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  L o u i s b o u r g  m a t e r i a l .  
The Cape  B r e t o n  R e g i o n a l  L i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  F o r t r e s s  o f  
L o u i s b o u r g  b o t h  y i e l d e d  r e t u r n s  on i n t e r e s t i n g  m a t e r i a l s ,  
a s  d i d  a  v i s i t  t o  B a d d e c k ' s  A l e x a n d e r  Graham B e l l  Museum. 

My f o n d e s t  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h e  t r i p  a r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  
N e w f o u n d l a n d .  Even t h e  w e a t h e r  c h a n g e d  p a t t e r n  t h e  
moment I g o t  o f f  t h e  p l a n e  a t  S t .  J o h n ' s .  The snow was  
m e l t i n g  a n d  p a t c h e s  o f  g r e e n e r y  g r e e t e d  me o n  a r r i v a l .  
The welcome mat  was  o u t  e v e r y w h e r e :  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
A r c h i v e s ,  t h e  M e m o r i a l  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  t h e  G o s l i n g  
L i b r a r y .  The P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s ,  w h i c h  i s  h o u s e d  i n  
t h e  o l d  C o l o n i a l  B u i l d i n g  o n  M i l i t a r y  Road t u r n e d  o u t  
t o  b e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  r i c h  i n  o l d  m a n u s c r i p t s .  T h e r e ,  
a n d  a t  t h e  G o s l i n g  L i b r a r y  I was shown p a r c h m e n t  d o c u -  
m e n t s  g o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  The  o l d  
E n g l i s h  s c r i p t ,  o f t e n  b a d l y  f a d e d ,  was  t h e  m a j o r  o b s t a c l e  
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t o  r e a d i n g  t h e  p a p e r s  o n  t h e  s p o t .  One i t e m ,  a  d e e d  t o  
l a n d  i n  t h e ' H a r b o u r  G r a c e  a r e a ,  d a t i n g  b a c k  t o  1 6 3 6 ,  
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i f f i c u l t ,  a n d  I h a d  t o  c a l l  on D r .  
Gordon R o t h n e y  t o  h e l p  d e c i p h e r  i t .  

The P r o v i n c i a l  Government  h a d  r e c e n t l y  t u r n e d  
o v e r  t o  t h e  A r c h i v e s  i t s  r e c o r d s  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  e s t a b -  
l i s h m e n t  o f  B r i t i s h  r u l e  t o  t h e  e n t r y  o f  Newfound land  
i n t o  C o n f e d e r a t i o n .  The r e c o r d s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  many 
p r i v a t e  p a p e r s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  by D r .  H a r v e y  M i t c h e l l  
a n d  l a t e r  by W i l l i a m  W h i t e l e y .  A t  t h e  t i m e  o f  my v i s i t ,  
M r .  A l l a n  F r a s e r ,  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  M e s s r s .  Nimshay 
Crewe a n d  J . V .  R a b b i t t s  w e r e  p r e p a r i n g  f i n d i n g  a i d s .  
C o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p a n s i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  when t h e  M e m o r i a l  
U n i v e r s i t y  t r a n s f e r r e d  i t s  a r c h i v a l  h o l d i n g s .  The 
G o s l i n g  L i b r a r y  p r o m i s e d  t o  d o  t h e  same .  

I t  was  i n  S t .  J o h n ' s  t h a t  I met  t h e  i d e a l  a r c h i v i s t .  
He was  a  l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e n o w n ,  and  
was d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  f a m i l i e s  on t h e  
I s l a n d .  H i s  home was  a  v e r i t a b l e  t r e a s u r e h o u s e  o f  
h i s t o r y .  The w a l l s  w e r e  l i n e d  w i t h  o r n a t e  l e a t h e r -  
bound b o o k s  o f  V i c t o r i a n  v i n t a g e .  The f u r n i t u r e  was  
a n t i q u e  a s  w e r e  t h e  u t e n s i l s .  The man l i v e d  i n  a  w o r l d  
o f  h i s  own a n d  l o o k e d  w i t h  d i s d a i n  a t  t h i n g s  new. H i s  
p r i d e  a n d  a d m i r a t i o n  was  r e s e r v e d  f o r  r e l i c s  o f  t h e  p a s t .  
He l o v e d  t h e  a r c h i v e s  and  g a v e  h i s  t i m e  f r e e l y  a n d  
g e n e r o u s l y .  H i s  s o l e m n  f a c e  b r o k e  i n t o  w i s t f u l  a n d  n o s -  
t a l g i c  s m i l e s  w h e n e v e r  h e  examined  o l d  p a r c h m e n t s .  He 
t o l d  me o n c e  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  why a n y o n e  would  
wan t  t o  b e  p a i d  f o r  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of w o r k i n g  i n  a n  
a r c h i v e s .  The p l e a s u r e  o f  w o r k i n g  on o l d  p a p e r s  was  
a  r e w a r d  i n  i t s e l f .  

My work  i n  Newfound land  was  made e a s y  b y  members 
o f  s t a f f  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v e s ,  who p r e p a r e d  a  
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  memorandum l i s t i n g  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  
s o u r c e s  of a r c h i v a l  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  I s l a n d .  A l l  I h a d  
t o  d o  was t o  f o l l o w  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s .  My v i s i t s  t o o k  me 
t o  v a r i o u s  r e p o s i t o r i e s ,  among them t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b -  
r a r y ,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  G o s l i n g  M e m o r i a l .  
M i s s  Mews h a d  some o l d  c e n s u s  r e c o r d s ,  Miss Ada G r e e n  . 
showed me a n  o r i g i n a l  N e w s l e t t e r  d a t e d  1 6 1 0 ,  h a n d -  
w r i t t e n  a s  was  t h e  c u s t o m  of  t h e  d a y ,  c a r r y i n g  among t h e  
u s u a l  i t e m s  o f  news a n d  g o s s i p  f r o m  t h e  C o u r t  o f  mes I ,  
a  n o t i c e  t h a t  J o h n  Guy was f i t t i n g  o u t  s h i p s  and  38, t a k l  g  
s e t t l e r s  t o  N e w f o u n d l a n d .  An e a r l i e r  document  i n  F r e n c h ,  
b e a r i n g  t h e  d a t e  1 5 5 6 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  c o n t a i n i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
f o r  a v o y a g e  t o  N e w f o u n d l a n d ,  t u r n e d  o u t ,  o n  c l o s e r  
i n s p e c t i o n  t o  r e l a t e  t o  a j o u r n e y  t o  I t a l y .  

Back i n  Sydney  L r a n  i n t o  my o l d  f r i e n d ,  t h e  snow. 
My c a r ,  w h i c h  h a d  g a t h e r e d  a  good l a y e r  o f  i t  w h i l e  

. s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t ,  was n o t  v e r y  a n x i o u s  t o  l e a v e  
i t s  p l a c e ,  I t  t o o k  some p e r s u a s i o n  b y  a n  a u t o  m e c h a n i c  



t o  make t h e  o l d  c h a r i o t  move. So much snow f e l l  o n  Nova 
S c o t i a  d u r i n g  my s t a y  i n  Newfound land  t h a t  f o r  two d a y s  
I t r a v e l l e d  i n  a  v a s t  g o r g e  b o r d e r e d  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  by 
h u g e  snow b a n k s .  

The v i s i t  t o  C h a r l o t t e t o w n  b e g a n  i n a u s p i c i o u s l y .  
I b o a r d e d  t h e  F e r r y  A b e g w e i t  w h i c h  c r o s s e d  t h e  t e n  m i l e  
S t r a i t  o f  N o r t h u m b e r l a n d  on s c h e d u l e .  But t h e  C a p t a i n  
l o o k e d  a t  t h e  d a r k  s k i e s  w i t h  m i s g i v i n g s .  O b v i o u s l y  h e  
w a s  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p .  I made C h a r l o t t e -  
town b e f o r e  d a r k  and  c h e c k e d  i n t o  a  m o t e l .  I woke up 
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a t  n i g h t ,  b u t  i t  was d a r k  o u t s i d e ,  a n d  I 
w e n t  b a c k  t o  s l e e p .  E v e n t u a l l y  I became s u s p i c i o u s  
a n d  l o o k e d  a t  t h e  w a t c h .  I t  was  t e n  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g .  
The o u t s i d e  s t i l l  l o o k e d  d a r k .  I t u r n e d  on t h e  l i g h t s  
a n d  o p e n e d  t h e  d o o r .  A s o l i d  w a l l  o f  snow s t a r e d  a t  
me. I phoned  t h e  m o t e l  o f f i c e .  "We a r e  c o m p l e t e l y  
snowed u n d e r , "  t h e  n i g h t  c l e r k  t o l d  me. "No o n e  c a n  g e t  
t h r o u g h  t o  u s .  I h a v e  b e e n  h e r e  s i n c e  e l e v e n  l a s t  n i g h t  
My r e l i e f  i s  s t r a n d e d  i n  h i s  own d r i v e w a y " ,  h e  a d d e d .  
I was  f i n a l l y  r e s c u e d  b y  P r o f .  B r u c e  H o d g i n s  a n d  D o u g l a s  
B o y l a n ,  who came i n  t h e i r  c a r  a n d  d u g  me o u t  f o r  b e l a t e d  
i n t e r v i e w s .  

When I a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  I s l a n d ,  t h e  m a n t l e  o f  o f f i c e  
o f  P r o v i n c i a l  A r c h i v i s t  was  a b o u t  t o  d e s c e n d  on D o u g l a s  
B o y l a n .  B r u c e  H o d g i n s ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  i n c u m b e n t  o f  t h e  
o f f i c e  was  l e a v i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  a n d  was  a n x i o u s  t h a t  
p r o p e r  a r c h i v e s  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  h o u s e  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  
r e c o r d s .  The m a t t e r  was  o f  some c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  p r o -  
f e s s i o n  a s  P . E . I .  was  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  r e m a i n i n g  p r o v i n c e s  
w h i c h  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  p u b l i c  a r c h i v e s .  Knowing how D r .  
Lamb f e l t  a b o u t  i t ,  I w e n t  t o  s e e  t h e  E x e c u t i v e  S e c r e -  
t a r y  t o  t h e  P r e m i e r ,  M r .  W e n d e l l  MacKay, a n d  t o l d  him 
o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  s e c u r e  a d e q u a t e  s p a c e  f o r  a n  a r c h i v e s .  
I n  my p l e a  I was s u p p o r t e d  b y  D r .  F r a n k  MacKinnon,  
P r i n c i p a l  o f  t h e  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  C o l l e g e ,  P r o f .  F.W.P. 
B o l g e r  o f  S t .  D u n s t a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Rev.  Canon E.M. M a l o n e  
o f  S t .  P e t e r ' s  C a t h e d r a l  a n d  many o t h e r  p r o m i n e n t  l o c a l  
h i s t o r i a n s .  Accompanied b y  D o u g l a s  B o y l a n  I v i s i t e d  
t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b r a r y  ( w h i c h  s e r v e d  a l s o  a s  t h e  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y )  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  u r g e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a n  
a r c h i v e s .  I t  was e s s e n t i a l  t o  o b t a i n  s u p p o r t  a n d  a  
commitment  o f  s m a l l  r e p o s i t o r i e s  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e i r  
h o l d i n g s  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  P r o v i n c i a l  r e p o s i t o r y .  Our 
e f f o r t s  e v e n t u a l l y  b o r e  f r u i t ,  a n d  w i t h i n  a  y e a r  I b e g a n  
t o  r e c e i v e  a  s t e a d y  f l o w  of  r e t u r n s  f r o m  R e p o s i t o r y  4 ,  
t h e  n e w l y - e s t a b l i s h e d  PAPEI. 

On t h e  way b a c k  t o  t h e  m a i n l a n d  t h e  t r u s t y  
A b e g w e i t  f o r  o n c e  p r o v e d  u n e q u a l  t o  t h e  t a s k .  A f t e r  
b a t t e r i n g  h e r  way o u t  o f  t h e  d o c k  a t  B o r d e n ,  w h i c h  t o o k  
s e v e r a l  h o u r s ,  ramming b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  t h r o u g h  m o u n t a i n s  
o f  i c e ,  o f t e n  o p e n i n g  c r a c k s  i n  t h e  i c e  w h i c h  r e v e a l e d  
t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s e a ,  t h e  f e r r y  f i n a l l y  g a v e  u p  t h e  



f i g h t  h a l f  a  m i l e  away f r o m  t h e  d o c k .  F o r  a  w h o l e  d a y  
we s a t  m o t i o n l e s s  a m i d  t h e  f r o z e n  i c e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  c h a n g e  
o f  w i n d .  From t i m e  t o  t i m e  t h e  b o a t  made s p o r a d i c  a t t e m p t s  
t o  move b u t  w i t h o u t  much p r o g r e s s .  I r emember  s o m e o n e  
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  e v e r y b o d y  s h o u l d  g e t  o f f  a n d  p u s h  t h e  
b o a t .  F i n a l l y  t h e  t i d e  b r o u g h t  i n  w a t e r ,  a n d  w i t h  i t  a 
c h a n g e  o f  w i n d .  W a t e r  b e g a n  t o  g u r g l e  b e n e a t h  t h e  i c e  
a n d  came up t h r o u g h  t h e  c r a c k s .  We became  w a t e r b o r n e .  
The  e n g i n e s  b e g a n  t o  r o a r  a g a i n  a n d  t h e  A l e g w e i t  s t a r t e d  
t o  l u r c h  f o r w a r d  a n d  b a c k ,  s p l i t t i n g  t h e  i c e .  I t  w a s  a  
l o n g  v o y a g e  t o  C a p e  T o r m e n t i n e  a s  i c e  w a s  p i l e d  h i g h  
a h e a d  o f  u s  a n d  t h e  b o a t  h a d  t o  b a c k  u p  a n d  move a h e a d  
many m o r e  t i m e s  b e f o r e  we r e a c h e d  o u r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

My t o u r  o f  t h e  M a r i t i m e s  was  d r a w i n g  t o  a  c l o s e .  
I n  f a c t ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  p a r t  was  o v e r .  T h e r e  r e m a i n e d  
o n l y  o n e  m o r e  c a l l :  a  v i s i t  t o  C h a t h a m - N e w c a s t l e  a r e a ,  
t h e  c o l o r f u l  a n d  h i s t o r i c  M i r a m i c h i .  I was  g o i n g  t h e r e  
a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  D r .  L o u i s e  Manny, t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  
h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h r o u g h  h e r  good  o f f i c e s  I 
was  a b l e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  c i t y  a r c h i v e s  i n  N e w c a s t l e ,  
s e v e r a l  o l d  c h u r c h  r e p o s i t o r i e s ,  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  G e o r g e  
B u r c h i l l  & S o n ,  t h e  S t .  Thomas C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y ,  a n d  t h e  
M i r a m i c h i  N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  Museum. At  t h e  l a s t  p l a c e  I 
f o u n d  a  r o o m - f u l l  o f  b u s i n e s s  r e c o r d s  o f  J o s e p h  C u n a r d  
& Co. g o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  s h i p - b u i l d i n g  o n  
t h e  M i r a m i c h i  R i v e r .  At  t h e  C o u r t  H o u s e  I was  shown  
t h e  m i n u t e  b o o k s  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  P e a c e  
g o i n g  b a c k  t o  1 7 8 9 .  T h e r e  w e r e  i n t e r e s t i n g  d o c u m e n t s  
i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Rev .  P e p p e r d e a n e ,  R e c t o r  o f  t h e  
A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h  i n  C h a t h a m ,  a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  
o f  D r .  Manny. The  ULM w a s  e n r i c h e d  b y  some 1 0 0  s i g n i -  
f i c a n t  e n t r i e s .  

My r e t u r n  t o  O t t a w a  w a s  u n e v e n t f u l .  Gone w a s  t h e  
s n o w ,  t h e  c r o c u s s e s  w e r e  i n  f u l l  b l o o m  a r o u n d  t h e  P a r l i a -  
m e n t  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  t a l k  o f  e l e c t i o n s .  My a r r i v a l  a t  t h e  
A r c h i v e s  was  c e l e b r a t e d  w i t h  c u s t o m a r y  e n t h u s i a s m .  The  
g r a y  s t r u c t u r e  o n  S u s s e x  D r i v e  yawned a t  m e  i t s  h u g e  
d o o r s ,  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n n a i r e - o n - d u t y  s a i d  " i t ' s  g o n n a  b e  
a  good d a y " ,  A 1  T a y l o r ,  o u r  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r  g a v e  
me a  c o p y  o f  new p a r k i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i l e  B i l l  Ormsby 
s a i d  t h a t  h e  h a d  f o r g o t t e n  t o  t e l l  m e  t h a t  I w a s  o f f  
I s a a c  B u c h a n a n ,  t h e  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  a n d  t h e  Duke o f  New- 
c a s t l e ,  a n d  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  " someone  b u s t e d  y o u r  c o f f e e  
mug", h e  a d d e d .  

My d e s k  w a s  p i l e d  f o o t  h i g h  w i t h  t h e  ULM r e t u r n s  
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  a r r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e  f i e l d ,  a  s i g n  o f  s u c c e s s  
o f  o u r  v e n t u r e .  On t o p  o f  t h e  p i l e  was  a  c r y p t i c  n o t e  
f r o m  D o r i s  M a r t i n :  "Your  s c h e d u l e  f o r  O n t a r i o  a n d  t h e  
West  i s  r e a d y " .  




