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T h i s  book  i s  a n  e d i t e d  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  
and  p r o c e e d i n g s  o f  a  N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  a n d  R e c o r d s  
S e r v i c e  [NARS] C o n f e r e n c e  o n  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e s e a r c h  h e l d  
i n  1 9 6 8 .  The C o n f e r e n c e  was  a  " t r i a l o g u e "  c o n s i s t i n g  
o f  " t h e  p r o d u c e r s  o f  d a t a  [ t h e  Government  a g e n c i e s ] ,  t h e  
c o n s u m e r s  o f  d a t a ,  a n d  t h e  a r c h i v i s t  a s  ... t h e  p r e s e r v e r  
o f  d a t a . "  ( p a g e  2 5 0 )  

I t s  " c h i e f  o b j e c t i v e s  . . . w e r e  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
v a l u e s  o f  ... q u a n t i t a t i v e  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s ,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  e m b a r g o e s  
o n  p r i v a t e  d a t a  p o s s e s s i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e s e a r c h  v a l u e ,  
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  c u r r e n t  d e v e i o p m e n t s  i n  c h e  p r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  u s e  of s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a ,  a n d  t o  p r e d i c t  f u t u r e  
n e e d s  f o r  d a t a  s o u r c e s  i n  m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  f o r m .  ... 
Two g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n s  ... w e r e  d e v o t e d  t g  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  
a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  s o u r c e s ,  a n d  t h e  many c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  
by t h e  p r o d u c e r s ,  c u s t o d i a n s ,  a n d  u s e r s  o f  s u c h  d a t a  when 
t h e y  a r e  i n  m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  f o r m .  ... I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  two g e n e r a l  s e s s i o n s  ... c o n c u r r e n t  p a n e l s  d i s c u s s e d  
s u c h  a r e a s  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  c o n c e r n  a s  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s ,  
p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  p o p u l a t i o n  d a t a ,  commerce,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w e a l t h ,  i n c o m e ,  l a b o r ,  e d u -  
c a t i o n ,  r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  c r i m e . "  ( p a g e  x i i i )  

Two of  t h e  m a i n  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  a r e  
a c h i e v e d  b y  t h e  p a n e l  p a p e r s  o n  t h e  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  i n d i -  
c a t o r s .  U s e r s  w i l l  h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s t a -  
t i s t i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  NARS a n d  some F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s ;  
p r o d u c e r s  a n d  c u s t o d i a n s  w i l l  h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  a w a r e n e s s  
o f  t h e  u s e  b e i n g  made o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a .  The p a p e r s ,  
h o w e v e r ,  a r e  s e l d o m  more  t h a n  a  l i s t i n g  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
r e s o u r c e s  o r  o f  r e s e a r c h  w o r k ,  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  r e a d  
l i k e  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e y  a r e  i n v a l u -  
a b l e .  A r c h i v i s t s  w i l l  p u t  down t h e  book  w i t h  a  new 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  t h a t  c a n n o t  but a f f e c t  
t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  r e c o r d s  o f  l o n g  
t e r m  v a l u e .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a b o u t  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
book  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  p a n e l  p a p e r s ,  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  
b o o k  r e s t s  w i t h  t h e  b a l a n c e  w h i c h  p r e s e n t e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  e s s e n c e  t h r e e  a r c h i v a l  p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  u s e  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  
was  r a i s e d  by E.O. A l l d r e d g e  o f  NARS i n  h i s  p a p e r  o n  
" D o c u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  C o n v e n t i o n a l  a n d  Automated  S y s t e m s " .  
The p r o b l e m  i n  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  i s  "how t o  v i s u a l i z e  t h e  
u s e r " .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t h i s  was  d o n e  b y  f i r s t  " b e i n g  a  



trained historian, and second, by knowing that most of 
his users will be historians." Today, however, as "the 
range of interests within the discipline has widened ... 
it is now much more difficult to visualize the user." 
(page 18) It is incredible that Mr. Alldredge could 
speak to such a Conference and recognize the historian 
as the only user who is having an impact on the archi- 
vist's environment. 

Mr. Alldredge then recites a relatively familiar 
litany of the pieces of information that may be found 
in a conventional piece of documentation, the prelimin- 
ary inventory. What could have been significant is his 
description of the documentation requirements for machine 
readable files. 

The supporting documentation for machine readable 
files is critical. For without it the files may be, in 
effect, destroyed. Mr. Alldredge undoubtedly realized 
this but approaches the subject from the viewpoint of 
the programmer/analyst concerned with the primary value 
of the data, and tangentially from the viewpoint of the 
archivist and the user who are concerned with secondary 
value. As a consequence, the documentation requirements 
defined are ideal for the general territory, but the 
archivist and user do not require so extensive or broad 
a tour. Finally, Mr. Alldredge has omitted a very signi- 
ficant portion of documentation necessary to machine 
readable statistical data. Without going into detail, 
statistical data is gathered based on certain assumptions, 
with certain techniques, and with a host of other para- 
meters which affect the quality of the data. The archi- 
vist must retain any documentation relating to these 
matters to allow the user to appraise the quality of 
the data, and, thus, decide on its value for his research. 
For this omission and the other reason mentioned this 
paper is not recommended. 

Statistical data, by the very nature of the statis- 
tics gathering process, are usually of a confidential 
nature. This results in involving producers and archi- 
vists in the politically sensitive question of privacy 
or confidentiality of information relating to individuals. 
The producers and archivists are consequently faced with 
the issue of maintaining the confidentiality of statis- 
tical data, and at the same time resolving the demands 
of legitimate researchers for access. This issue was 
discussed during the conference but the archivists were 
conspicuous by their absence of comment. 

The paper by E.D. Godfield of the Bureau of the 
Census is a comprehensive statement of the Bureau's legal 
position, the rationale for this position and its concern 
for legitimate research needs. The central theme of the 
paper is the maintenance of confidentiality by denying 
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r e s e a r c h e r s  a c c e s s  t o  c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a s s u r e  
t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a .  The " a l m o s t  u n i f o r m  
w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f i r m s  t o  r e s p o n d  f u l l y  a n d  
a c c u r a t e l y  t o  c e n s u s e s  a n d  s u r v e y s  i s  b a s e d  t o  a n  i m p o r -  
t a n t  d e g r e e  upon  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
d a t a  f u r n i s h e d  by t h e m  w i l l  n o t  b e  u s e d  f o r  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  p r o v i d e d . "  
( p a g e  4 1 )  

The u s e r s  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  o f f e r e d  no  a r g u m e n t s  
a g a i n s t  t h e  B u r e a u ' s  p o s i t i o n  e x c e p t  t o  r e q u e s t  g r e a t e r  
a c c e s s  t o  c o n f i d e n t i a l  d a t a  w i t h  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  s u c h  
a c c e s s  would  n o t  b e  a b u s e d .  To f i l l  t h e  g a p  l e f t  b y  
a r c h i v i s t s ,  t h i s  r e v i e w e r  c o n c u r s  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  w i t h  
t h e  B u r e a u ' s  s t a n c e .  A s  a r c h i v i s t s  we a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  
r e t a i n i n g  a r c h i v e s  f o r  f u t u r e  u s e .  The s h o r t  t e r m  g a i n s  
o f  a l l o w i n g  a c c e s s  t o  a  f e w  u s e r s  would  mean f u t u r e  l o s s e s  
t o  u n n u m e r a b l e  o t h e r s .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  b e  M a c h i a v e l l i a n ,  
b u t  o p t i m i s t i c  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e  e i t h e r  a t t i -  
c u d e s  will c h a n g e  o r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  d a t a  w i l l  c e a s e  t o  b e  
s u c h .  

T h i s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  e x c l u d e  s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  
f r o m  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a n a l y s i s  b y  r e s e a r c h e r s .  M a c h i n e  
r e a d a b l e  s t a t i s t i c a l  f i l e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  m o r e  f l e x i b l e  
t h a n  t h o s e  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m a t s .  The m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  
f o r m a t  a l l o w s  g r e a t e r  u s e r  a c c e s s  w h i l e  m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n -  
f ' i d e n t i a l i t y .  M r .  G o l d f i e l d  a n d  O . G .  G r e l t o n  o f  t h e  
B u r e a u  d e s c r i b e  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  t h i s  e n d .  I t  m u s t  b e  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a  m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  f o r m a t  i s  n o t  a l w a y s  
a  p a n a c e a  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  u s e r  a c c e s s  and  c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y .  
Nor a r e  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  e a s i l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l y  a p p l i e d  t o  I I 
s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  i n  m o r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m a t s .  

The  m a j o r  p o i n t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  was 
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  s e l e c t i o n .  M.H. F i s h b e i n  had  g e n e r a l  
a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  
v a l u e  o f  r e c o r d s .  "I t  i s  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  u s e  t h a t  d e t e r -  
m i n e s  p r e s e r v a t i o n " .  ( p a g e  76j .How d o  a r c h i v i s t s  d e t e r -  
m i n e  " t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  u s e " ?  M r .  F i s h b e i n  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  c r i t e r i a  " a r e  v a l u e  j u d g m e n t s ,  ... T h e r e  i s  n o  s c i e n c e  
i n  knowing  w h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  b e  d o i n g  i n  t h e  y e a r  
2 0 0 0 ,  ... A l l  we c a n  d o  i s  a s s e s s  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  d o n e ,  t h e  
l i k e l i h o o d  o f  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  c o n t i n u i n g ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  t r e n d s  
o f  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  i t  i s  t r a v e l i n g . "  
( p a g e  1 3 2 ) .  

M r .  F i s h b e i n  a n d  many a r c h i v i s t s  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  
seem t o  h a v e  b o t h  f e e t  f i r m l y  p l a n t e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t .  The 
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  o r  s e l e c t i o n  i s  v a l i d ,  b u t  d o e s  
n o t  go f a r  e n o u g h .  He h a s  o m i t t e d  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  o r  f o r -  
s e e i n g  o f  f u t u r e  a r e a s  o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  
a t t e m p t e d .  M r .  F i s h b e i n  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o n  
t h e  l o n g  s t a n d i n g  q u e s t i o n  o f  a s s e s s i n g  l a r g e  v o l u m e s  o f  
r e c o r d s .  " S t a t i s t i c a l  r e c o r d s  ... a r e  e v e n t u a l l y  g o i n g  
t o  r e a c h  t r e m e n d o u s  p r o p o r t i o n s .  ... The more  we b u r y  
a n  a r c h i v a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  v a s t  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  o f  d a t a ,  
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t h e  l e s s  l i k e l i h o o d  t h e r e  i s  t h a t  s u c h  d a t a  
( p a g e  7 5 )  T h i s  i s  n o t  a  b a s i s  f o r  d e c i d i n g  
n o t  r e c o r d s  h a v e  l o n g  t e r m  v a l u e .  What M r .  

c a n  b e  u s e d .  
w h e t h e r  o r  
F i s h b e i n  

i s  a d m i t t i n g  i s  t h e  i n c a p a b i l i t y  of  a r c h i v e s  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  when l a r g e  v o l u m e s  of  r e c o r d s  
a r e  i n v o l v e d .  A r c h i v i s t s  mus t  n o t  d e s t r o y  r e c o r d s  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  t o o  v o l u m i n o u s ,  o r  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  i n  
t h e  p r e s e n t  o r  f o r s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  

T h e s e  e x t r a n e o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  a l l o w e d  
t o  i n f l u e n c e  a r c h i v a l  s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s .  
They a r e  p r o b l e m s  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  
s g l e c t i o n .  I f  t h e y  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a r c h i v a l  
s e l e c t i o n  r e c o r d s  of  l o n g  t e r m  v a l u e  w i l l  be  d e s t r o y e d .  

A c o n s i d e r a b l e  body  of  o p i n i o n  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  
r e a c t e d  t o  t h e s e  a t t i t u d e s .  Some a r g u e d  t h a t  t e c h n o -  
l o g y  w i l l  b e  t h e  s a v i o r ;  f o r  o t h e r s ,  n o .  The q u e s t i o n  
i s  i m p o s s i b i e  t o  r e s o i v e ;  o n i y  t h e  f u t u r e  h o i d s  t h e  
a n s w e r .  A s  o n e  p a r t i c i p a n t  s a i d  "I e r r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  h a v i n g  more f a i t h  i n  o u r  i n g e n u i t y  t o  s t o r e  r e c o r d s  
e c o n o m i c a l l y  t h a n  i n  o u r  t a l e n t s  t o  f o r s e e  f u t u r e  n e e d s . "  
( p a g e  223)  

Wi th  s e l e c t i o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was r a i s e d  a s  t o  who 
s h o u l d  make t h e  d e c i s i o n .  M r .  F i s h b e i n  h a s  s t a t e d  w i t h  
j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  a r c h i v i s t ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
( p a g e  1 2 7 )  He a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  d i d  n o t  e x c l u d e  
c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  a c a d e m i c s  i n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s  t o  d e t e r -  
m i n e  " p r o b a b l e  u s e " .  He a d d e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a s k i n g  
" a c a d e m i c i a n s  t o  t e l l  u s  w h e t h e r  t o  k e e p  o r  t h r o w  away 
r e c o r d s . "  T h i s  was a  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  p r e s e n t  d a y  
a r c h i v i s t s  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  
t h e  l o n g  t e r m  v a l u e  of  r e c o r d s  t h a t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  t h e i r  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c o n c e r n .  A f t e r  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e ,  a n  A r c h i v e s  
A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l  o f  u s e r s  a n d  a r c h i v i s t s  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
t o  a d v i s e  NARS on  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  r e c o r d s  and  o t h e r  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  m u t u a l  i n t e r e s t .  

The i d e a  i n  h o l d i n g  c o n f e r e n c e s  t o  h a v e  a  " t r i a l o g u e t '  
among t h e  p r o d u c e r ,  consumer  and  p r e s e r v e r  o f  r e c o r d s  i s  
e x c e l l e n t .  The book i s  w o r t h  r e a d i n g  f r o m  t h e  a r c h i v a l  
v i e w p o i n t  t o  h a v e  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  a  s e l e c t e d  s a m p l e  o f  
p r o d u c e r s '  and  u s e r s '  v i e w p o i n t s  on  m a t t e r s  r e l a t i n g  
t o  a r c h i v e s .  I t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  f i v e  
y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  was h e l d  h a s  c h a n g e d  t h e s e  
v i e w p o i n t s .  

My a p p r a i s a l  of  t h e  a r c h i v a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
C o n f e r e n c e  i s  m i x e d .  The C o n f e r e n c e  d e a l t  w i t h  s t a t i s t i -  
c a l  d a t a ,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  new c o n c e r n  f o r  a r c h i v i s t s ,  a n d  
m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  r e c o r d s ,  a n  e v e n  newer  c o n c e r n .  S i n c e  
t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  was i n i t i a t e d  a n d  o r g a n i z e d  by  a r c h i v i s t s ,  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  M r .  F i s h b e i n ,  we c a n  s a y  t h e y  a r e  t h e  v a n -  
g u a r d .  
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T h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e t w e e n  a  c o m m i t m e n t  
o f  o n e ' s  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  t i m e  t o  s u c h  a n  e n d e a v o u r  a n d  a  
c o m m i t m e n t  o f  o n e ' s  w i l l  o r  s o u l .  From t h e  a r c h i v a l  
a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e l i e f s  e x p r e s s e d  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  I f e e l  
t h a t  t h e r e  was  a n  o v e r a l l  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  b e  i n  t h e  
v a n g u a r d  o f  t h i n k i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  a r c h i v a l  p r i n c i p l e s  
a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s .  I n  many c a s e s  t h e  C o n f e r -  
e n c e  p r o d u c e d  a  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  w e l l  known a n d  a c c e p t e d  
s t a t e m e n t s  o f  a r c h i v a l  p r i n c i p l e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s .  I n  o t h e r  
a r e a s  t h e r e  was  no  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i s s u e  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a -  
t i o n .  

The o n l y  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  men- 
t i o n e d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  a r c h i v i s t s :  ''we a l l  h a v e  a  good d e a l  
t o  l e a r n " .  ( p a g e  2 5 0 )  I had hoped  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  would 
h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a  good d e a l  o f  s e m i n a l  t h i n k i n g  o n  t h e  new 
c h a l l e n g e s  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c s  a n d  m a c h i n e  r e a d a b l e  r e c o r d s  a r e  
p r e s e n t i n g  t o  a r c h i v e s .  None was  o b v i o u s .  I c a n  o n l y  
h o p e  c h a t  a s  a  r e s u i t  o f  t h e  "- -"  ~ ~ ~ ~ e r e n c e  a n d  t h e  p u b l f c a t i o s ?  
o f  i t s  p a p e r s  a n d  p r o c e e d i n g s  t h a t  s e m i n a l  t h i n k i n g  w i l l  
b e  g e n e r a t e d .  

M.E. C a r r o l l ,  
P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  C a n a d a .  

ARCHIVES PROCEDURAL MANUAL. D a r r y l  P o l o l l .  
S t .  L o u i s ,  M i s s o u r i ,  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  
o f  M e d i c i n e  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 7 4 .  Pp.  v ,  1 1 8  
$ ( U . S . ) 5 . 0 0 .  

H a v i n g  r e c e n t l y  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  w r i t e  a  ' m a n u a l '  o r  
' g u i d e '  t o  a r c h i v a l  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  f o r  t h e  
E x t e n s i o n  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  B.C. P r o v i n c i a l  Museum, t h e  r e -  
v i e w e r  welcomed t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e v i e w  a n o t h e r  a r c h i -  
v i s t ' s  e f f o r t s * i n  t h i s  a r e a  o f  e n d e a v o u r .  When t h e  Manua l  
r e c e n t l y  a r r i v e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  was  b o t h  a  s u r p r i s e  a n d  
a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  

I n  t h e  " P r e f a c e " ,  D r .  Brodman, L i b r a r i a n  a n d  P r o -  
f e s s o r  o f  M e d i c a l  H i s t o r y  a t  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  c a u -  
t i o n s  t h a t :  

A l t h o u g h  some o f  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  
r e f e r  t o  s p e c i f i c  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o o l  
o f  M e d i c i n e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  a r e  o f  a  
g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  a n d  o u g h t  t o  b e  u s e f u l  t o  a  
l a r g e r  g r o u p .  

W h i l e  i t  i s  t r u e  t h e r e  a r e  some e x c e l l e n t  g e n e r a l  ' r u l e s '  
a n d  t h e o r y  i n  c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e x t ,  t h e  
b u l k  o f  t h e  work  i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  
L i b r a r y  S c h o o l  o f  M e d i c i n e  a r c h i v a l  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  




